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       Those to whom I have thought of dedicating this book might well be in two minds as to whether the gesture was a complimentary one, given its subject



I therefore dedicate it to its potential readers




*




‘Keep them out of female sight’

Hugh Cleghorn, on

Beggar’s Benison diplomas
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Preface


As our own culture changes around us, so does what interests researchers in our cultural past – and what convention allows us to write about. That Scotland had two clubs in the eighteenth century, the Benison and the Wig, dedicated to the celebration of sexuality has long been known, but this has not been seen to be something worth studying, or reputable to study. Some interest was taken in the Beggar’s Benison in the late nineteenth century, when it became known that obscene artefacts had survived, but understandably at that time what was published tended to be evasive and allusive, dropping hints of obscenity that might be interpreted by the learned but otherwise giving the impression that the Benison was just a rowdy gentleman’s club – a bit naughty and shocking, but no more. The publication of the Benison Records and Supplement in 1892 added confusion. Publication was strictly limited, copies available by subscription only, for fear of prosecution. Moreover the material they made available was – insofar as it was seriously considered at all – greeted with suspicion. The works were so chaotically presented, and the editorial material so incompetent, that they were difficult to analyse. What they revealed about club activities was so shocking that it seemed unbelievable – surely it could not be authentic, and must be a forgery? And, anyway, the whole thing was so nasty that no scholar would wish to waste time on it. So the Records and Supplement lingered in a sort of limbo of uncertainty – historical sources, folklore, or pornographic fiction? In the late 1930s Louis Jones, an American scholar studying English clubs, stumbled on the Benison, and formed an honourable exception to the tendency to glance at the evidence, then turn aside in horror. Jones made the first serious study of the club and in terms of the context in which he wrote it is commendable. But he was limited by the fact that he was a literary historian with little knowledge of the Scottish background, and far more seriously by the fact that in a scholarly work much of what went on in the Benison was simply unmentionable. Thus the chapter he wrote on the Benison has a yawning gap at its centre. Moreover, his book on English clubs, published in America in the middle of the Second World War, had no detectable impact in Scotland.


In the sixty years since Jones wrote much has changed. The bounds of social and cultural history have expanded enormously, and the history of sex has emerged as a thriving discipline. As modern debates over sex rage it is natural that questions about how the matter was dealt with in the past now seem interesting and relevant, and not merely prurient. A sign of changing times was the republication of the Records and Supplement in 1982, with an introduction by the Scottish writer Alan Bold. The basic material for studying the Benison was now much more easily available. But Bold made no attempt at scholarly assessment of the material he reprinted, so doubts as to its reliability remained.


This is where I came in. I stumbled on a copy of the 1982 reprint in a bookshop (among remaindered books) in the early 1990s, and became fascinated by the challenge posed by the question of authenticity. I had just finished work on a study of early freemasonry, which had introduced me to the great world of eighteenth century clubs, and, I thought, it would be interesting to have a quick look at this very different club. The quick look became a longer study, as it gradually emerged how complicated the club was and how remarkably neatly it fitted into the decade of its foundation, the 1730s. It was not a freak eruption of obscenity, grotesque in soberly Calvinist Scotland, but very much a creature of its age. And it is I think a creature our age is at last ready to face, instead of shying away. But only just ready. While all nuances of hetero- and homo- sexual activity are matters of both popular debate, embarrassment and shock over auto-sexual activity still lingers. Or (lest that be interpreted as a puzzling reference to doing it in the back of the car), masturbation. It was the Benison’s speciality, and that is why the taboo about studying the club has lasted so long.
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APPENDIX 1

Officials of the Beggar’s Benison






The main source from which the lists have been compiled is the surviving diplomas. Dates for sovereigns indicate terms of office, those for recorders the years in which they are first and last known to have acted.


Anstruther or Parent Benison


SOVEREIGNS


1745/6–1773John McNachtane


1773–1820James Lumsdaine of Innergellie


1820–1828Thomas Erskine, 9th Earl of Kellie


1834?–1836James Black


1919–Maxwell Robert Canch Kavanagh


RECORDERS


1746?, 1763–1766Robert Hunter


1765George Paton, ‘for the Recorder’


1770Shadrach Moyse


1773James Durham


1775Philip Anstruther, deputy


1781–1790Patrick Plenderleath, deputy


1795M. Hunter, ‘the Recorder Hereditary’


1813–1816John Grahame, deputy


1820–5Archibald Johnstone


1836Matthew Forster Conolly, interim recorder


TREASURER


pre-1820Andrew Johnstone


AGENT AND STATIONER IN ORDINARY


1750–George Paton


CONSERVATOR OF LIBERTIES, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES


1761–William Bruce


Edinburgh Branch Benison


SOVEREIGNS


1752–1761?Robert Lumsdaine of Innergellie


1760s?Thomas Erskine, 6th Earl of Kellie?


GRAND MASTER


1755–1761?Chambre Lewis


RECORDER


1755–84Walter Ferguson


Glasgow Branch Benison


RECORDER


1792William Elliot


Russian Branch Benison


CHANCELLOR


1773William Porter


USHER OF THE PINK ROD


1773John …











APPENDIX 2

Beggar’s Benison Diplomas: Known Copies






The following list includes all diplomas admitting members which survive, all blank texts of the diploma, and all diplomas now lost of which some details are known. Some diplomas are hand written, some engraved, with a copper-plate text with blanks to be filled in. Some are on parchment, others on paper.


The ‘Anstruther’ and ‘Edinburgh’ seals referred to are those described in Appendix 3, nos. 3.4 and 3.5.


? 1739.


Fictitious? E. Hawkins (ed.), Medallic illustrations of the history of Great Britain and Ireland, (British Museum, 2 vols., 1885), ii, 527 states that the earliest known date on a Benison diploma is 1739, but the source given for this information is Fergusson, Henry Erskine, which never mentions the date.


12 December 1746. George Paton.


Granted by John McNachtane in the 8th year of his sovereignty. Recorder: R. Hunter.


Seal, Appendix 3.3.1.


Paton was certainly a member of the Benison but the diploma conflicts with many others in suggesting that NcNachtane became sovereign c.1738. Moreover under the diploma’s text, written at the same time and in the same hand, is the appointment of Paton as agent for the society, dated 1750 and the 10th year of McNachtane’s guardianship. A possible explanation is that this was written later in an incompetent attempt to claim that McNachtane’s sovereignty dated from the Benison’s 1739 reorganisation, rather than from the 1745–6 date that many other diplomas indicate. The fact that the seal matrix is unfinished, perhaps because the engraver’s error in assigning three testicles to the genitals displayed, adds to the seeming irregularity of the diploma.


British Museum, Department of Medieval and Later Antiquies, M.567.


Formerly in the possession of Edward Hawkins (1780–1867), keeper of antiquities in the British Museum. It was presented to the museum in 1880 by a Mr Blackstone.




1750.


Referred to in a letter, BBWCC, 6 Dec. 1911, Anstruther, T.D. Murray to MacNaught Campbell: ‘I could give you a good deal of information regarding the history of the society but not on paper. There are several parchments and seals in this district. The earliest I have seen is 1750 and the latest 1825.’




6 Nov 1755. Thomas Brown of Braid.


Granted by Robert Lumsdaine of Innergellie in his 3rd year as sovereign and by Chambre Lewis in his 1st year as grand master. Issued in Edinburgh. Recorder: Walter Ferguson.


‘Edinburgh’ seal on a broad pink ribbon. NLS, kept with NLS copy of the 1892 Records. Sent to W.K. Dickson at the Library on 9 Sept. [no year] by Henry (surname illegible) of the Department of Forensic Medicine, University of Edinburgh.




1756.


Referred to in a letter, BBWCC, 21 Nov 1911 by T.D. Murray, Anstruther, as being in the possession of a friend who was descended from a member of the Benison.




28 Nov 1758. William Gibson, Esq., of the city of Edinburgh.


Granted by Robert Lumsdaine, in his 6th year as sovereign and by Chambre Lewis as grand master. Recorder: Walter Fergusson.


Parchment, with ‘Edinburgh’ seal on broad brown ribbon in a metal box.


Edinburgh City Library, George IV Bridge, Y DA1820 G44 (Accession no. 70638A).


Uniquely, this diploma limits the rights to ‘free trade’ etc. to sixty years.




1761.


Granted by Chambre Lewis (‘Lewis Chamber’) as grand master.


‘Edinburgh’ seal attached. Described in J.A. Dulaure, Histoire abrigé de differens cultes (2nd edn., 2 vols., Paris, 1825), ii, 299.




15 March 1763. The Hon. David Steuart Erskine, Lord Cardross.


Granted by John McNachtane ‘In the 3rd year of his 4th election’ as sovereign. Recorder: R. Hunter.


‘Anstruther’ seal attached on pink ribbon. NAS, GD103/2/416, Society of Antiquaries of Scotland Collection.


5 Aug. 1763. John Duddingston yr. of Sandford, Lieutenant, 1st Regiment of infantry.


Granted by John McNachtane ‘In the 3rd year of 4th Election’ as sovereign.


Recorder: R. Hunter.


No seal. SAUL, Ms Deposit 26, Bundle 31.




14 May 1764. Mr Thomas Mathie.


Granted by John McNachtane in his 19th year as sovereign. Recorder: R. Hunter.


Pink ribbon but no seal. Murray Library, Anstruther: Kilrenny and Anstruther Burgh Collection. Bought in 1982, having been found behind layers of wallpaper in a house in Edinburgh, Stevenson, Anstruther, 187.




16 July 1764. John Bruce Stewart of Symbister, Esq.


Granted by John McNachtane in his 19th year as sovereign. Recorder: R. Hunter.


Formerly had a seal attached depicting an erect penis, but this had been cut off. NLS, transcript kept with NLS copy of the 1892 Records. Sent to W.K. Dickson at the library by a descendant of Stewart, R. Stuart Bruce, Symbister House, Whalsay, Shetland, with an accompanying letter dated 18 September 1926.



23 Nov. 1764. Ensign Colin Campbell of the 35th Foot.


Granted by John McNachtane in the 19th year of his sovereignty.


In possession of Mr Gascoigne of Lotherton Hall, Aberford, Yorkshire, in 1911, and described in a letter by him to Lord Scarsdale which is now in the archives at Kedleston Hall, Derby.




1765.

According to MacNaught Campbell, T.F. Donald, of Donald & Co., chartered accountants and stockbrokers, Glasgow, who was the secretary of the Hodge Podge Club, had a copy of a diploma of this date. BBWCC, letter of 12 May 1897 annotated by Campbell.



21 Feb. 1765. Sir John Whitefoord, Bt.


Granted by John McNachtane in his 20th year as sovereign. Recorder: ‘G. Paton for the Recorder.’


No seal. EUL, La. Charters 3222 (802 Box 22).


30 Apr. 1765. Andrew Ramsay Esq., of Glasgow.


Recorder: ‘G. Paton for the Recorder.’


Seal attached but type not recorded. BBWCC, described in a letter dated Philadelphia 16 March 1897 from Charles H. Krumbhaar, who was descended from Ramsay.



30 Dec. 1766. Duncan MacDougall, Esq., writer in Lorne.


Granted by John McNachtane in his 22nd year as sovereign. Recorder: R. Hunter.


‘Anstruther’ seal on a pink ribbon. EUL, kept with a copy of the 1892 Records at JA.3648.




7 Aug. 1770. James Stewart, esq.


Granted by John McNachtane in 24th year as sovereign. Recorder: Shadrach Moyse.


Pink ribbon but no seal. NAS, GD50/214, John MacGregor Collection.




27 May 1771. Rev. John Nairne.


Described as having ‘certain Isernian symbols’ ‘on its engraved surface’.


Transcript in Rogers, Social Life, ii, 417; Scottish Notes and Queries, vi (1892–3), 44. Both sources wrongly misinterpret the date ‘5771’ as 1767, and Rogers omits some of the double entendres from the text.




8 Mar. 1773. Mr Thomas Rennie, writer in Edinburgh.


Granted by John McNachtane in his 28th year as sovereign. Recorder: not named.


‘Anstruther’ seal on a pink ribbon. NLS, Ch 915. The diploma was given to the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland in about 1920 by A S. Carnegie, 6 Abercromby Place, Edinburgh: PSAS, liv (1919–20), 214. Transcript in Jones, Clubs, 186–7 and A. Macnaghten, In search of two kinsmen (1979), 50–1.




1773 (no day or month given). Sir William Nairne of Dunsinane, Bt.


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 1st year as sovereign. Recorder: James Durham.


Pink ribbon but no seal. NAS, GD103/2/435, Society of Antiquaries of Scotland Collection.




30 Aug. 1775. The Honourable Nathaniel Curzon, Kedleston, Derbyshire.


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 3rd year as sovereign. Recorder: Philip Anstruther, dep.


‘Edinburgh’ seal on a pink ribbon, in a metal box. Scarsdale Papers, Kedleston Hall, Derby.





18 Aug. 1781. William Douglas Clephame, captain, 2nd regiment of guards.


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 9th year as sovereign. Recorder: Patrick Plenderleath.


‘Anstruther’ seal on a pink ribbon. NAS, GD1/49/135, Clephame of Garslogie.




2 Aug. 1783. George, Prince of Wales.


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 12th year as sovereign. Recorder: P. Plenderleath.


Described in Records, 13 (which misreads the Recorder’s initial as ‘R’). The diploma was then (1892) ‘in the possession of a well-known Antiquary,’ and was dated ‘5783,’ that is 1783. V. Lunardi, Five aerial voyages in Scotland (London, 1786), 52, states that the prince became a member a few months before he himself did. In 1922 it was stated that the diploma was still in existence (though this may have been simply a repetition of the statement in the Records thirty years before) and was dated 1785, BBWCC. Jones, Clubs, 193, wrongly states that George visited Scotland in 1783.




15 Nov. 1784. Alexander Strachan of Tarrie.


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 10th year as sovereign. Recorder: Walter Ferguson.


‘Edinburgh’ seal on pink ribbon, in a metal box. NLS, Ch 916. The diploma was given to the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland in about 1920 by A.S. Carnegie, 6 Abercromby Place, Edinburgh: PSAS, liv (1919–20), 214.




28 Apr. 1785. Sir Thomas Dundas, MP.


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 13th year as sovereign. Recorder: Patrick Plenderleath, D.R. (deputy recorder).


‘Anstruther’ seal on a pink ribbon, in a watch case inscribed ‘Alex Gardner Jeweler to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales medalist Edinr.’ North Yorkshire County Record Office, ZNK X 2/22/87.



10 Oct. 1785. Vincent Lunardi, amigarum lucaensis.


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 13th year as sovereign. Recorder: Patrick Plenderleath, D.R. (deputy recorder).


Transcript in V. Lunardi, Five Aerial Voyages in Scotland (London, 1786), 53–4.




10 Jan. 1786. Capt. William Robertson of Lude.


Granted by James Lumsdaine, in the 12th year of his sovereignty. Recorder: P. Plenderleath, deputy recorder.


‘Anstruther’ seal on pink ribbon. NAS, GD38/1/58, Dalguise Muniments.




1786. ‘A young nobleman aged 20.’


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 13th year as sovereign. Recorder: Patrick Plenderleath.


‘Anstruther’ seal. Summary in Notes and Queries, 8th series, x, 156 (22 Aug. 1896).




11 May 1788. Hugh Cleghorn, Professor of Civil History in the University of St Andrews.


Granted by James Lumsdaine, in his 15th year as sovereign. Recorder. Patrick Plenderleath, DR (deputy recorder).


‘Anstruther’ seal. SAUL, Cleghorn Papers, Box 1, Envelope 2, item 12, cited in A. Clerk, An enlightened Scot. Hugh Cleghorn, 1752–1837 (Duns, 1992), 23.




7 July 1788. Sir William James Cockburn, Bt., lieutenant, First Battalion Royal.


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 15th year as sovereign. Recorder:


Patrick. Plenderleath, D.R. (deputy recorder).


Seal on a pink ribbon, but the wax is blank. NAS, GD216/266, Cockburn of that Ilk Muniments.




30 Nov. 1790. David Parkhill, Esq., lieutenant in the 16th Regiment.


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 16th year as sovereign. Recorder: P. Plenderleath, deputy.


‘Anstruther’ seal on pink ribbon. SAUL, Pittenweem Papers.




24 Jan. 1795. Hon William Maule.


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 19th year as sovereign. Recorder: M. Hunter, ‘the Recorder Hereditary’.


Pink ribbon with fragment of seal. NAS, GD45/15/83, Dalhousie Muniments.




Post-1800. Blank.


Printed transcript. Records, 6–7.




Post-1800. Blank.


BBWCC.



18 Sept. 1812. David, Lord Ogilvie, captain, 42nd Royal Highanders.


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 39th year as sovereign. Recorder: James Grahame, deputy.


‘Anstruther’ seal on a pink ribbon. NAS, GD16/25/36, Earls of Airlie.




30 Nov. 1813. Andrew MacVicar Esq., of Edinburgh.


Granted by James Lumsdaine in his 41st year as sovereign. Recorder: John Grahame, deputy.


Pink ribbon but no seal. SAUL, BBWCC.




4 Mar. 1816. William Arnot, Esq., merchant in St Petersburg.


Granted by James Lumsdaine. Recorder: John Grahame, deputy.


‘Anstruther’ seal on a pink ribbon. The diploma was found in 1997 folded inside the copy of the Supplement held in SAUL (St A. HQ462.A6). Now transferred to BBWCC.




Post-1816. Blank.


‘Lighthouse’ seal (see Appendix 3 no. 3.6) at top left corner.


Inserted in the Beggar’s Benison Bible (Appendix 3, no.8.1).




30 Nov. 1820. Thomas Marshall Gardner of Hillcairnie Esq.


Granted by Thomas Erskine, Earl of Kellie in his 1st year as sovereign.


Recorder: Archibald Johnstone.


Text printed on paper, in a decorated border. At the top left is Kellie’s coat of arms, and at top right the ‘Anstruther’ Benison badge. ‘Anstruther’ seal on a broad green ribbon. ‘Designed and engraved by Charles Thomson 204 High Street Cross, Edinburgh.’ The day and month are printed, only the year being left blank.


BBWCC. Facsimile in Records.




1820. Colonel William Wemyss.


Granted by Thomas Erskine, Earl of Kellie, in his 1st year as sovereign.


Probably printed like Thomas Gardner’s – it is described as ‘highly enriched with classical and other devices’. Described in Ferguson, Harry Erskine, 149–50.




1825. John Cleghorn.


See text above.




1825. Peter Cleghorn.


See text above.



1825.


Mentioned in a letter in BBWCC, 6 Dec. 1911, Anstruther, T.D. Murray to MacNaught Campbell: ‘I could give you a good deal of information regarding the history of the society but not on paper. There are several parchments and seals in this district. The earliest I have seen in 1750 and the latest 1825’.




1834. James Rodger, merchant, Anstruther.


Granted by James Black in his 1st year as sovereign. Recorder: David John Roger, A.R. (Assistant Recorder?).


Printed from the same plate as the Gardner diploma of 1820, but on parchment and with Black’s coat of arms printed on paper and glued over (presumably) the earl of Kellie’s arms. ‘Anstruther seal’ on green ribbon This is the 1834 diploma mentioned in Medallic illustrations of British history, ed. E. Hawkins (3 vols., British Museum, 1907), ii, notes to plate cliv, and in Catalogue of the Montague Guest Collection of badges, tokens and passes (British Museum, London, 1930), 120.


British Museum, Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities, George Witt Collection (gifted 1865), W315.















APPENDIX 3

Relics of the Beggar’s Benison and the Wig Club






Only original material relating to the two organisations is listed here, the correspondence and notes (1890s–1930s) which form the majority of the manuscripts being excluded.


THE BEGGAR’S BENISON


1Medals and Dies1


1.1Oval, 62mm × 39mm, silver gilt with suspension loop.



Obverse: BE FRUITFUL & MULTIPLY. Naked male and female figures standing facing front and holding hands. The male, on the left, gestures to the left as if to lead the female off. Behind him a lion walks to the left.


Reverse: MAY PRICK & PURSE NEVER FAIL YOU. Draped male and female figures. The female is seated on the left, with a tree behind her, with her legs wide apart. With her right hand she holds a purse aloft, while with left she points to the genitals of the male figure, who stands on the right with arms spread. Behind him a hound runs to the right.



The Adam and Eve of the obverse are contrasted with the cruder scene on the reverse. If the figure there is the beggar-maid, the male is James V. The association of purse and genitals may suggest that Mercury is also alluded to – but the hound suggests Adonis, who appears on 1.3–1.6.


Glendennings. Historical medals, tokens and numismatic books (Sale catalogue for 17 November 1988), lot 287 and illustration. Noted as unpublished and ‘Extremely fine and extremely rare.’ (a copy of the catalogue entry is held in the NMS).


Either 1.1 or 1.2 is probably the oval medal recorded as ‘noted by a well known firm of London numismatists,’ Notes on the records of the Beggar’s Benison Society and Merryland of Anstruther, Fife, 1739–1836 (This work consists largely of notes and extracts from the Records of 1892, published c 1932), 10. Full details of the medal are not given, but it is described as oval, ‘much larger’ than 1.2 below, and bearing the legend MAY PRICK AND PURSE NEVER FAIL YOU. Thus both medals 1.1 and 1.2 described read ‘prick and purse’ rather than ‘prick nor purse’ which is standard on the other medals.




1.2Oval, 51 mm long. Silver.



Obverse and reverse: legends and subjects as for 1.1 above.




Montague Guest, 120, no. 998. Badly worn.


1.3Oval, 35mm × 28mm, silver, silver gilt or gold, with suspension loop.



Obverse: BE FRUITFULL AND MULTIPLY. Naked male, a lion moving left behind him, holds naked female by the hand, gesturing towards a bower to the left.


Reverse: LOSE NO OPPORTUNITY. Naked female figure lies asleep in foreground with cupid behind her. Behind him, naked male figure approaches, holding spear, accompanied by dog (seated). A tree stands to the left.



Adam and Eve on obverse, Aphrodite (Venus) and Adonis on the reverse. The medal is perhaps earlier than 1.4 and 1.5, being rather cruder in execution.


BBWCC, 2 copies (silver gilt), on a loop of red ribbon. NMS, H.M200, in original oval wooden case lined with velvet and covered in shagreen, presented in 1929 by J.C. Dunlop, FRCP, Drumbeg, North Berwick: ‘Donations to the museum,’ PSAS, lxiii (1928–9), 311. See Glendennings. historical medals, tokens and numismatic books (Sale catalogue for 17 November 1988), lot 286. For an example struck in gold ‘with high points smoothed by wear’ see Larissa Dukelskaya (ed.), The Hermitage. English art – sixteenth to nineteenth century (Leningrad and London, c. 1979), plates 62–3. Davis, Tickets, 107, no. 57; Hawkins, Medallic, ii, 526, no. 87; Medallic illustrations, iii, plate cliv, no. 6; Montague Guest, 119.


Cochran Patrick, Medals, 172 appears to have believed that this was not a Benison medal, as he thought all of the latter had the legend ‘Beggar’s Benison Anstruther’ inscription found on 1.4.


The die for the reverse is at NMS, QN163, Hocking, ‘Notes,’ 327–8.



1.4Round, 33mm, silver or silver gilt, with or without suspension loop.



Obverse. As in 1.3.


Reverse: THE BEGGAR’S BENISON ANSTRUTHER, with date ‘5826’ below. A scroll reads LOSE NO OPPORTUNITY. Otherwise as in 1.3 except that the dog is running to the left and the tree is omitted.



‘5826’ is the Benison date for 1826.


BBWCC. 3 copies, all gilt and all attached to plain green satin ribbons ending in rosettes, 24 cm × 4.5cm. Illustrated in Records. Cochran Patrick, Medals, 172 (silver gilt). NMS H.M102 (white metal); Davis, Tickets, 107, no. 59; Hawkins, Medallic, ii, 527, no. 89; Medallic illustrations, iii, plate cliv, no. 8; Montague Guest, 119, no. 997.


The dies (early 19th century) for both the obverse and reverse are at NMS, III.15.474 & 475, Hocking, ‘Notes.’




1.5Round, 30mm, silver gilt, with suspension loop.



Obverse: BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY. Theme as in 1.3 except that the bower lies to the right and the figures turn that way.


Reverse: LOSE NO OPPORTUNITY. Theme as in 1.3, except that both figures are partially clothed, the dog is omitted, the male stands at the feet of the female rather than behind her, and Cupid flies overhead holding draperies. Tree in centre.



NMS H.M201 (silver gilt, with plain green sash with rosette attached). Presented by Lt. Col. M.R. Canch-Kavanagh, late of the Black Watch, Grimblethorpe Hall, Lincoln. ‘Donations to the museum,’ PSAS, lvii (1922–3), 297; BBWCC, wax impression, presumably made from the die; Davis, Tickets, 107, no. 58; Hawkins, Medallic, 527, no. 88; Medallic illustrations, iii, plate cliv, no. 7; Montague Guest, 119, no. 996


The die for the reverse is at NMS, QN 164, Hocking, ‘Notes.’




1.6Round, no suspension loop.



Obverse: legend and theme as in 1.2, except that there is no specific bower, trees being scattered all across the background, and male figure leads female to the right.


Reverse: legend and theme as in 1.3, except that the male figure stands to the left of the reclining female, cupid holds draperies above her head, and there is no dog or spear. The male’s hands cover his genitals.



Photograph in NMS, sent with letter from A.H. Baldwin & Sons 18 Nov. 1988.


1.7Round. Silver. Round, 31 mm



Obverse: THE BEGGAR’S BENNISON on scroll. Vertical anchor, crossed by horizontal phallus with testicles, facing right. A purse is tied onto the phallus with a ribbon.


Reverse: monogram (not deciphered).



Presumably a badge or medal made for an individual member of the Benison, whose initials comprise the monogram.


Photograph in NMS, sent by A.H. Baldwin & Sons, 1988, and still in the possession of the company in 2001.



2Sashes


2.190 cm × 9.4 cm. Watered silk.



Green watered silk with painted legend SOVEREIGN BEGGARS BENISON, with a crown after the first word.



The decorative finials on the crown may represent ships’ sails and end-on views of ships. Looks considerably older than 2.2 below.


BBWCC. Illustrated in Records.




2.298 cm × 9.2 cm. Watered silk.



As 2.1



BBWCC


3Seals: Matrices and Impressions


3.1Rectangular with rounded corners, 12mm × 15mm.



ANSTRUTHER /BEGGAR’S/LOVE’S CAVE/BENISON. /1732



Impression in NMS; Jones, Clubs, 187.


Matrix (brass, with mahogany handle) in BBWCC.




3.2Round



MAY PRICK NOR PURSE NEVER FAIL YOU /17/ B.B./ A./32



Illustrated in Records, but the matrix is not in the BBWCC and no impressions are known.



3.3Rectangular with rounded corners, 14mm × 18 mm.



SIGHT IMPROVES DELIGHT /B.B./A. Heart in centre, with vulva within it.



Impression in NMS, probably from BBWCC. Illustrated in Records. Jones, Clubs, 187–8.


Matrix (brass, with mahogany handle) in BBWCC.




3.3.1Round. 31mm



THE BEGGAR’S BENNISON, on horizontal phallus, facing right, with purse tied onto the phallus with a ribbon. The top of the ground is left empty, while below is an anchor.



The seal matrix may have been left unfinished – perhaps when it was realised that the engraver had provided three testicles. The seal is attached to a diploma dated 1746, though an addition written in the same hand at the same time is dated 1750.


The diploma was acquired by Edward Hawkins, whose collection of British medals included a Benison medal. He sold his collection to the British Museum (where he was keeper of antiquities) in 1860, but the diploma evidently passed to a Mr Blackstone, who presented it to the museum in 1880. British Museum, Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities, M.567.





3.4Round, 32mm.



THE BEGGAR’S BENNISON on scroll. Vertical anchor, crossed by horizontal phallus facing right. A purse is tied onto the phallus with a ribbon.



The phallus and purse are symbolic of Mercury, the anchor is the coat of arms of Anstruther – as well as symbolic of sexual intercourse (‘dropping anchor’). Illustrated in Records. Impressions in NMS, and on diplomas dated 1786 and 1788. Jones, Clubs, 187.


Matrix (brass, with mahogany handle) in BBWCC.




3.5Round, 32mm.


THE BEGGAR’S BENNISON, with NISI DOMINUS FRUSTRA on a scroll. Horizontal phallus facing right, with purse tied onto the phallus with a ribbon. An anchor is it above and a castle below.



The castle and motto are from the coat of arms of Edinburgh.


Illustrated in Records (and see pp. 12, 20). NMS, impressions; BBWCC, impressions, including one in lead; Jones, Clubs, 187.


Matrix (brass, with mahogany handle) in BBWCC.


3.6Round, c.22mm.



RECTUS/18 16/INS MAI/B.B.A. A lighthouse with cleft on the side. Two birds (pelicans?) face the lighthouse and support it.



Commemorates the lighthouse built on the Isle of May. The lighthouse is clearly intended as phallic, and the combined phallus and vulva motif is evidently based on the lingam and yoni symbol of the Hindu god Shiva. Illustrated in Records; Jones, Clubs, 188; Impressions in NMS, probably from BBWCC, and in the Beggar’s Benison Bible.


Matrix (brass, with wooden handle) in BBWCC.


4Test Platter


4.1Round, 32.1 mm diameter × 2.9 deep. Pewter.



Top: THE BEGGAR’S BENISON ANSTRUTHER 1732 / THE WAY OF A MAN WITH A MAID / TEST / PLATTER. Phallus in vulva.


Bottom: Two stamped makers’ marks. One reads GRAHAME AND WARDROP, the other shows a ship with the legend round it SUCCESS TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. A rough scratched inscription reads N.B. MANY A SIX INCH LONG / PRICK, IN FULL BLOOM / AND STATURE OF FIERY / BEGOT IN SUITABLE / CUNT, DRIPPING WITH JUICE / HAS BEEN BRANDERED HEREUPON





‘Brandered’ presumably has here some relation to the usage of the verb ‘to brander’ meaning ‘to be on heat.’ The reference to the United States indicates a date of manufacture after 1783.


BBWCC. Top illustrated in Records; Jones, Clubs, 184–5.


5Breath Horn


5.127.4 cm long × 7.3 cm across mouth. Silver plate.



Legend, in diamond-shaped panel enclosed in vulva, MY / BREATH / IS / STRANGE, LEV. ×5, 16, 17, 18 / 1739 / B.B./ A. 



The name ‘Breath Horn’ is given in Records, 9.


The date in the legend commemorates the reorganisation of the Benison in 1739 rather than being the date of manufacture. The initials B.B.A. distinguish the Anstruther branch of the Benison, which would not have been necessary in 1739 as the separate Edinburgh branch was not established until the 1750s.


BBWCC. Illustrated in Records. Jones, Clubs, 183.


6Punch Bowls


6.125.9 cm diameter × 11.3 cm high. Chinese porcelain.



c.1765. Painted, on the outside decorated with two bouquets of flowers and two medallions surmounted by pink ribbons, with legend THE BEGGAR’S BENNISON and anchor, above horizontal phallus with testicles, facing right, with purse suspended on a ribbon. A similar medallion is at the centre of the inside.



The bowl has been broken and repaired, though it was complete when the photograph now in the Records was taken. Records, 11 noted that ‘A box with a Punch Bowl having Insignia is still in existence in Glasgow’ but the box has disappeared.


BBWCC. Information on dating from David S. Howard.




6.2Chinese porcelain bowl



c. 1765. Evidently identical to 6.1.



Nathaniel Curzon of Kedleston (1751–1837) became a member of the Beggar’s Benison in 1775, but the bowl is of earlier date.


Kedleston Hall, Derby, in possession of Lord Scarsdale. Information from David S. Howard.




6.3Chinese porcelain bowl



c. 1765. Evidently identical to 6.1 and 6.2 except that the two Benison medals on the outside are here replaced by the coat of arms of the Wentworth family.



The common design suggests that 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3 were part of the same order sent to China. The service was almost certainly made for Sir Thomas Wentworth, 5th baronet (1726–92), who succeeded his father in 1763.


D. S. Howard, Chinese armorial porcelain (London, 1974), 263 (description and illustration), and information from Mr Howard.


The bowl was sold in Harrogate in the 1970s and is now believed to be in the United States.


6.433cm diameter. Chinese famille rose porcelain.



c. 1770–5. ‘Enamelled on two sides of the exterior and in the centre of the interior with a large circular medallion inscribed in gilt on a blue ground THE BEGGAR’S BENNISON, divided on the exterior with two tied floral bouquets, the interior rim with a wide band of fruit and flower sprays’ (Catalogue description). The medallions are identical to those on 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3, bearing the Benison ‘Anstruther’ phallus and anchor badge.



Auctioned at Christie’s, London, 16 November 1999, the seller being anonymous. The catalogue date (‘c.1800–1810’) has been revised by David S. Howard. Christie’s: Fine Chinese export ceramic and works of art, 16 November 1999, p. 84 (description and illustration).




6.5


Described as a ‘specially made [Benison] punchbowl, with its phallic decorations’ which ‘eventually passed into the hands of another McNaughton to be preserved in discreet privacy today,’ Duncan McNaughton, ‘John MacNaughton and the “Beggars’ Benison.” An eighteenth century character,’ Scottish Genealogist, xiv, no. 3 (1967), 58. It is evidently this which has also been described as ‘a magnificent porcelain punchbowl, decorated with the erotic insignia of the club,’ A. Macnaghten, In search of two kinsmen (1979), 51. It is possible that this is identical with 6.4.


7Wine Glasses


Though 7.1 to 7.3 are very similar, minor differences suggest that they may not all be from a single set of glasses.


7.113.3cm tall × 7.2cm base diameter × 4.8cm bowl diameter.

 Lead glass, bucket-shaped bowl, with opaque twist in stem. Enamelled, with legend round the bowl: THE BEGGAR’S BENNISON, with motif of anchor, castle and phallus as on the ‘Edinburgh’ Benison seal (3.5) and the punch bowl (6.1), except that the horizontal phallus faces left rather than right. The enamelling is white, except that the purse is green and the ribbon attaching it red.


The glass has been broken at the base of the stem and repaired, and may have had a new foot attached, accounting for it being larger than the foot of 7.2 below.


Enamelled glass was fashionable in Britain in the 1760s and 1770s, and one group of pieces has been identified which has particularly strong Scottish links. In addition to the Benison glasses it includes a number of wine glasses with polychrome family crests. A pair of wine decanters having similarities to this group bear the enamelled legends ‘SIR JNO ANSTRUTHER For Ever’ and ‘LADY ANSTRUTHER For Ever.’ These presumably commemorate some parliamentary election of the period. The British centre of glass enamelling was Newcastle upon Tyne, but it is possible that this group was enamelled in Scotland.


BBWCC. Illustrated in Records. S. Cottle, ‘The other Beilbys: British enamelled glass of the eighteenth century,’ Apollo, 124 (1986), 315–27, especially 318–20.




7.213.3cm tall. × 6.7cm base diameter × 4.8cm bowl diameter Similar to 7.1


Private Collection, London. Cottle, ‘The other Beilby’s,’ 318–20 (including illustration). Formerly in the Alexander Collection, and in possession of Asprey plc in 1980. Sold at auction at Sotheby’s, London, in December 2001.



7.3presumed similar to 7.1–7.2.


Scotland, private collection. Displayed on loan at Broadfield House Glass Museum, West Midlands, in 1999, and earlier in Glasgow.


7.4Red wine glass ‘with the insignia of the Order on the side.’


Jones, Clubs, 208. Present whereabouts unknown.


8Bible


8.1Bible (Edinburgh 1744). Leather bound, with new spine with title THE BIBLE. BEGGAR’S BENISON, ANSTRUTHER. Brass hasp plates engraved P.B.B.A. on front cover and B.B.B.E.  on rear cover. The lock on the hasp has crossed vulva round the keyhole with LIGNUM SCIENTIAE above and BONI & MALI below.


The initials refer to the Parent benison of Anstruther and the Branch in Edinburgh. The hasp legend translates as ‘The tree of knowledge of good and evil.’


Inside the front cover is the bookplate of John Alexander Stewart. Two sheets with miscellaneous comments about love and sex follow, perhaps written in the early nineteenth century. In between them another, smaller, sheet has been glued with a typed description of the Bible transcribed from Records, 10–11. An inscription on the title page reads ‘Beggar’s Benison, Castle of Dreel, Anstruther. Given for use by Thomas Earl of Kellie, at the Initiation of Standing Members. Kept defiantly by Andrew Johnstone, and discovered in 1823 in a Pawn Office, Canongate, Edinburgh.’ On the back of the title page are glued printed copies of the coats of arms of twenty-nine leading Scottish nobles, evidently cut from some early nineteenth publication on the peerage, and a biographical notice relating to Charles Erskine, 8th earl of Kellie (1797–9). In this notice the name of Thomas, 6th earl of Kellie (1756–81) is underlined, and a manuscript note reads ‘Thomas was the Sovereign’. This is evidently in the same hand as the inscription on the title page itself, and thus may be dated to around 1823.


Between the title page and the beginning of the text nine sheets of lined paper have been inserted. Both their sizes and the handwriting on them varies. The first sheet bears a note ‘A number of Leaves are here torn out. The fresh papers inserted are collected from fragments & loose slips found in the “B.B.” chest.’ The second sheet is blank except for the bookplate of James Alexander Stewart. The manuscript notes on the rest of the sheets are probably early nineteenth century, and comprise attempts at bawdy wit and inane obscene profundities. These sheets are followed by a blank diploma – not just a transcript, but a diploma drawn up for use, already sealed, then later glued into the Bible. The seal is the 1816 ‘lighthouse’ type (3.6), applied to the top left corner of the diploma. At the end of the text of the Bible two further sheets of paper (unlined) are glued, and contain miscellaneous anecdotes and reflections relating to sex. In the text of the Bible there are a few annotations, and on the back of the title page of the New Testament printed notices are glued relating to early biblical manuscripts and to statistics concerning the Bible.


A volume which binds together copies of the Records and Supplement is kept with the Bible and contains a typed statement concerning the Bible’s provenance, signed by John Alexander Stewart on 23 March 1954. This relates that it was bought by William Hunter, a Glasgow flour merchant, who left it to his nephew D.M. Hunter. On the death of the latter the Bible was bought from his widow by Stewart, from whom it passed to a lady. She sold it to Larry Hutchison, Dunfermline.


L. Hutchison, ‘The Beggar’s Benison,’ Scottish Book Collector, [i (1987–9)], no. 4, pp.25–7; D. Foxon, Libertine literature in England, 1660–1745 (New York, 1965), 16n states that the Bible was offered for sale by Hugh Hopkins, Glasgow (catalogue 98) in 1962.


9Snuff or Tobacco Box


9.1Oval, 7 cm long × 5.2 cm broad × 2.3 cm deep, Silver plate.



Inscribed decoration. Indecipherable monogram on lid. Makers’ initials inside lid ‘J. B. & Co.’



The box probably dates from the mid or later nineteenth century. It is tightly packed with ginger hair, with a card with a ms note, ‘Hair from the Mons Veneris of a Royal Courtesan of George IV. His Majesty was introduced to the Sovereign and Knights of the B.B. when he visited Scotland and arrived at the [harbour?] of Leith for the first and last time’. BBWCC; Jones, Clubs, 193, 208.


10Drinking Vessel


10.1c. 21 cm long × 15.3 cm. Metal sheets, soldered together and painted.



Phallic, resting on testicles and glans, with cone-shaped mouth on the top.



This may be either a Benison or a Wig Club relic.


11Pandora’s Box


11.168.3 cm long × 41.5 cm broad × 34 cm high. Mahogany.



Plain brass corners and lockplate. Brass carrying handles on either end, one broken.



11.2Brass plate (12.3 cm × 7.6 cm, with scalloped corners), now separate but formerly attached to the top of 11.1 Engraved vulva with the legends PANDORA’S BOX FOR CHAMPIONS BOLD and OPEN SESAME, with BEGGARS BENNISON CASTLE OF DREEL ANSTRUTHER within.


The earliest use of the term ‘open sesame’ noted in OED is 1785.


BBWCC. Illustrated in Records.


12Miscellaneous


12.1‘Book of Sentiments etc.’



In possession of J.F.S. Gordon in 1897. This presumably is identical with the ‘Dinner Sentiment, Bon-Mots, Toasts Etc. collected from Scraps written in Ink and Pencil, dated from 1732 to 1820,’ printed in Supplement, 17–32, and evidently collected by Matthew Conolly.


Whereabouts unknown. Mentioned by J.F.S. Gordon in a letter in BBWCC dated 18 Oct. 1897.


12.2Bell.


Said to have existed in 1892, Supplement, 16, but this is more likely to have been a relic of one of the Anstruther burghs.


12.3Hour Glass.


Said to have existed in 1892, Supplement, 16, but this is more likely to have been a relic of one of the Anstruther burghs.


THE WIG CLUB


13The Wig and its Accessories


13.1Wig.


This appears to have originally been in the possession of the Beggar’s Benison of Edinburgh: ‘one renowned Wig worn by the Sovereign composed of the Privy-hairs of Royal courtezans,’ Records, 8. The earl of Moray gave the wig to the Wig Club in 1775. According to H.A. Cockburn, ‘An account of the Friday Club,’ BOEC, iii (1910), 138, the wig still existed in 1910, and in the 1930s Louis Jones heard that it was in a lawyer’s office in Leith, Clubs, 193.


Whereabouts unknown.



13.2Wig Box, 44 cm long × 26 cm broad × 48 cm high. Mahogany, with brass carrying handle on top. The hinged door on the front has a brass lockplate. Inside, a base for the Wig Stand is fitted on the left, and on the right felt pockets are fitted to the back and side for the comb and other paraphernalia that the wig acquired.


BBWCC.




13.3Base of Wig Stand. Mahogany, circular base c.20 cm in diameter, c.18.2 cm tall.


Shaped to slide into a fitting in 13.1.


BBWCC.




13.4Wig Stand. Painted life-size human head, 26.5 cm high. Papier mâché.


Made by Gavin Wilson, shoemaker.


BBWCC.


14Ballot Box


14.1‘Shaped like the lower half of a man, about two feet high, but hollow and divided into “aye” and “nay” sections.’ ‘The organs of generation for this statute are detachable and of disproportionate size,’ Jones, Clubs, 197, 209.


‘The naked body of a man (unnecessarily proportioned), from the waist to the knees,’ H.A. Cockburn, ‘An account of the Friday Club,’ BOEC, iii (1910), 138.


Jones assigned the ballot box to the Beggar’s Benison. But the Benison is not known to have held ballots to elect members, whereas the Wig Club did have a system of balloting.


Whereabouts unknown.


15Seal Impression


15.1Oval, 30mm × 22mm, Cock and hen facing each other, each with head replaced by human genitals.


Impression on original Wig Club minute of 8 April 1805. The minute is signed by Lord Doune and the seal may have been his rather than the club’s. Louis Jones believed that this was the seal ordered by the club in 1775, but that seal had been supposed to bear the wig and the club’s motto. BBWCC; Jones, Clubs, 159.


16Drinking Glasses


16.121 cm long × 12.5 cm tall. Clear glass, probably lead glass.



In the shape of phallus and scrotum. The mouth or cup, placed over the scrotum, is a pointed oval, doubtless vulvar in reference. Left testicle broken.



This and 16.2 are presumably the ‘prick glasses’ mentioned in the minutes of the Wig Club. The inspiration may have come from the Roman priapus vitreus referred to by Juvenal, but 10.1 above is obviously a crude attempt at a similar drinking vessel, and may have been a more immediate inspiration. Kavanagh (BBWCC) claimed that the Beggar’s Benison had had phallic-shaped glasses (said to have been made in Antwerp) but said that none survived, so 16.1 and 16.2 are here assigned to the Wig. Ceramic examples of ‘drinking phalluses’ can be found in Doncaster Museum and the Museum of London.


E.P. Lole, ‘Priapic glasses – a new find,’ Glass Circle News, no. 83 (June 2000), 9–10.




16.221.3 cm long × 10.4 cm tall. Clear glass, not lead glass.



Similar in overall design to 16.1, but produced by a different glass house. Both testicles broken.



BBWCC.


17Manuscript and Printed Material


17.1Minute Book of the Wig Club, 1775–1826.



Bound in calf skin. Decorated title page reads ‘The Knights Companion of the Wig, Being Assembled at Fortune’s, March VI, MDCCLXXV.’



The minutes are nearly all in the same hand, and were probably written up from original loose minutes many years after the dates of meetings. BBWCC.



17.2Original minutes of the Wig Club. Loose sheets containing signed minutes of meetings on 3 Apr. 1801, 18 Jul. 1801, 9 Jan. 1802, 20 Mar. 1805, 8 Apr. 1805, 28 Mar. 1810, 11 Apr. 1810, 31 Jul. 1823, 15 M3ar. 1826, and 8 Mar. [no year given].

BBWCC.



17.3Loose betting slip, 1805, Lord Doune etc.


BBWCC.



17.4List members of the Wig Club, with the rules abridged. Dated Edinburgh, Royal Exchange Coffee House, Dec. 1827.


Printed. The list is very incomplete. It represents neither a full list of members admitted since 1775, nor a list of members alive in 1827. Copies in NLS and BBWCC.




1. Abbreviations used in references to Benison medals:



Cochran-Patrick, MedalsR.W. Cochran Patrick, Catalogue of the medals of Scotland, (Edinburgh 1884)


Davis, TicketsW.J. Davis & A.W. Waters, Tickets and passes of Great Britain and Ireland (Leamington Spa, 1922)


Hawkins, MedallicE. Hawkins (ed.), Medallic illustrations of the history of Great Britain and Ireland, (British Museum, 2 vols., 1885)


Hocking, ‘Notes’W.J. Hocking, ‘Notes on a collection of coining instruments in the National Museum of Scotland,’ PSAS, xlix (1914–15), 327–8


Medallic illustrationsMedallic illustrations of the history of Great Britain and Ireland, (3 vols., British Museum, 1904–11)


Montague GuestCatalogue of the Montague Guest collection of badges, tokens and passes (British Museum, London, 1930)
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