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Watson ran along the cobblestone walkway between Bridle Stone and Meer Way, it began the only path to follow, as no official roads were allowed. He clung to his medical bag tenaciously, even though it was starting to feel like he was carrying a cannon ball, instead of an emergency and forensics kit in his right hand, but he never left it behind. 

Holmes didn’t flag at all. His long legs kept him indomitably ahead of Watson as usual, his long scarf flailing the air over his shoulder as it flew past. The man’s mop of hair, all curly as one of those new French wigs from Paris, threatened to fly off his scalp. And he didn’t seem to be short one breath, though Watson seemed to be short quite a few.

“How much further?” Watson gasped.

Holmes didn’t reply. Ahead, a dark figure ran along the same path. It did not glimpse over its shoulder or slow, which is why both he and Holmes could not either.

The usual course for the kind of criminals they chased these days. Quite literally chased.

Holmes stopped suddenly and Watson slammed into him.

Holmes steadied Watson. “Sorry, John.”

Rarely did Holmes use his first name and he had become fond over the years to hear his last name used as his first, as if it were normal: Watson. It had become not only a pleasing welcome name, but also a badge of honor he wore when about others
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