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Just in case anyone is wondering,

the term “Brexit” means

“Br[itain’s]exit from the EU”.
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1: Freedom!
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IT’S 11 P.M. ON FRIDAY, 31 January 2020. At this very moment the UK is finally, finally leaving the European Union, after three whole years of stalemate, during which the EU leadership, and their allies within the British political/media establishment, have done everything in their power to stop Brexit.

To no avail! The will of the majority of the UK’s electorate has finally prevailed tonight.

I’m celebrating this long-awaited happy moment with my wife Jenny, her sister Emma and her husband Martin. After we’ve chinked together glasses of bubbly, I dash out onto the patio and jump up and down with joy, shouting jubilantly at the top of my lungs:

“We’re free!! We’ve left the European Union!! We’re free!!”

In gardens nearby, some of our neighbours are letting off celebratory fireworks. It’s a wonderful, never-to-be forgotten moment.

This little book is my attempt to chronicle and explain my own thinking about the EU and Brexit. I’m not a politician, so I have no party axe to grind. I’m not a journalist, so I have no editorial agenda to follow. 

I’m just a British citizen – and proud of it!
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2: A few words about me
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BEFORE GOING ANY FURTHER, I want to lay out a few pertinent facts about myself, to clear up any possible misunderstandings.

First of all, you should know that I’m a Christian, and have been since the age of 17. I love, worship and serve Jesus Christ. I try to live out this faith in every sphere of my life.

Secondly, because I’m a Christian, for most of my adult life I’ve been a Labour voter. Jesus taught us to love our neighbours as ourselves. Therefore my personal political agenda has always been about creating a society where everyone gets a fair chance to make a good life for themselves and their family, and no one gets thrown onto the scrap-heap of life. Because that used to be Labour’s political agenda (I’m not sure that it is any more; see below), I was a Labour supporter.

I fell out of love with Labour over Tony Blair’s Iraq War (see my book Qa’ri about that), but my political instincts have always been, and remain, left of centre.

(I hasten to add that I cannot support Labour in its present Corbynistic/neo-Marxist incarnation, since it seems to be all about dividing society into distinct ethnic/social/ gender groups and punishing specific types of people for being who they are. For example, antisemitism is an ugly reality in some quarters of today’s Labour Party.)

(I also want to add that, of course, I’m not saying that all Christians must have a left-wing political outlook. I have Christian friends who have a more conservative view of the world than mine. I disagree with them on some issues, but I respect their point of view.)

Thirdly, I have a 2:1 degree in Intellectual History (basically, it was philosophy) from the University of Sussex. I have written many books (see the lists at the end of this book), and for 34 years, I have worked as an editor in the book-publishing industry. 

I don’t say any of this as a boast, but just to give you some background about myself. (And because some people make the false assumption that you have to be stupid and/or ignorant to vote for Brexit.)

The fourth thing I want to say about myself is this: I’m a patriot.

That means I love my country. I celebrate the many good things in its history and culture. (There were also some things that weren’t good, but that doesn’t mean I should hate my country.) I’m proud and glad to be British, and more specifically, I’m proud and glad to be English.

Loving your own country does not mean that you hate and despise other countries and their people. Why on Earth should it? I like and appreciate many aspects of many cultures around the world. I respect them and the people who live in those countries.

But I love my own country, and I make absolutely no apology for that. And I see no conflict whatsoever between being a Christian and being a patriot.

(Why is it that so many British people seem to despise their own country, when in fact, in every respect, it’s one of the best places in the world to live in? If that’s not true, why is it that so many people from around the world are so keen to come and live here?)

Just in case anyone is still confused about this: Being a patriot does not mean being a racist. Because I’m a Christian, I loathe and detest all forms of racism. Racism runs totally against the grain of Jesus’ teachings. He came into the world to be the Saviour of all people, of all races. 

Consequently, in all of my thinking and behaviour, I try to be completely colour blind. As Martin Luther King so rightly said, what matters is not the colour of someone’s skin, but the content of their character.

OK, that’s quite enough about me. I just thought you should know all that stuff.
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3: A bit of history
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I VOTED LEAVE IN THE 2016 EU Referendum because I believe the European Union (in its present format) is fundamentally a bad idea, and consequently I don’t wish the UK to be part of it.

Why do I think the EU is a bad idea? To answer that question, I need to get into a bit of history. 

The European Union began life in 1957 as the European Economic Community (through the Treaty of Rome). As its name suggests, the EEC was primarily economic in nature: its purpose was to enable its member states to prosper in an environment of economic partnership. That was certainly how the EEC was sold to the British public when the UK joined the EEC on 1 January 1973.

In 1993 (through the Maastricht Treaty) the EEC mutated into the European Union, which has a political agenda as well as the original economic one. This agenda is that the nations of the EU should gradually merge into something that resembles a Europe-wide superstate rather than a mere economic alliance.

Generally speaking, I think the original economic concept of the EEC was a good idea: that the nations of Europe should all enjoy enhanced prosperity through greater economic co-operation. And again, generally speaking, I think this concept was successful. All the member states benefited economically from EEC membership. 

However, the underlying agenda of the EU – that the member states should allow their national sovereignty to be pooled into a Europe-wide superstate ­– is something with which I thoroughly disagree. In my view, it’s both undesirable and unnecessary.

Firstly, it’s undesirable because, in my view, the idea of such a superstate could only be acceptable if it were extremely unlikely that the superstate could ever become a dictatorship. From today’s vantage point, I don’t think such a scenario is unlikely at all. I think there’s a very real possibility that the EU could one day become an oppressive regime. (It could be argued that this has already happened. Ask the Greeks!)

If the EU gets its own army (serious plans are being made for this), the likelihood of a Europe-wide tyranny will be greatly increased.

Secondly, a Europe-wide superstate is unnecessary because the entire concept is, in fact, outdated. It belongs firmly in the middle of the twentieth century, when great multinational coalitions were all the rage. It does not belong in the twenty-first century, which is an era of networking. 

Today, any nation can thrive by building a network of partnerships with other nations. It doesn’t need to be part of a huge geographical bloc.

So, I voted Leave in the Referendum because I simply didn’t believe in the EU. I wanted the UK to retain its status as an independent nation, and not gradually become a mere province within a European Empire.

As I’ve already said, I love my country. I don’t want it to be gobbled up by an artificial mega-country.
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4: The Garden Fence Analogy
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TO UNDERSTAND WHY A Europe-wide superstate is an intrinsically bad idea, it’s useful to consider the following analogy.

Imagine, for a moment, that instead of talking about countries and their borders, we’re talking about a group of suburban houses, each with its own garden and garden fence.

Now, the people living in those houses and enjoying those gardens will be a mixed bunch. They will have different personalities and different family customs and expectations.

Hopefully, all those people will do their best to get on with each other and be good neighbours. They’ll be glad to have a nice chat over the garden fence now and then. They’ll say hello when they bump into each other in the street. They will probably help each other out, maybe lending garden tools, or keeping an eye on a neighbour’s house when they go away on holiday.

They may even socialize together, perhaps inviting each other round for dinner, or going to the local pub for a few drinks. They may even become close friends.

And if (God forbid) any one of those householders is physically threatened by, say, burglars or hooligans, hopefully their neighbours will intervene to defend them.

All that sounds idyllic, doesn’t it? Now then, suppose that someone has a bright idea that they believe will make life even better for that community.

“Hey, folks!” they say. “I’ve had this great idea! Instead of us living in separate properties, with separate households and
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