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The Vikings After the Viking Age

The end of the Viking Age did not mean the disappearance of the Vikings. It meant the disappearance of the historical conditions that had made the word Viking so powerful, feared, and recognizable across Europe. By the late eleventh century, the raiding fleets that had once descended upon monasteries, river towns, royal estates, and trading ports were no longer the defining force of the North. Yet the people who had built those ships, crossed those seas, and shaken the political order of western and eastern Europe did not vanish into silence. They became kings, farmers, merchants, settlers, soldiers, poets, saints, nobles, and ancestors. Their world changed, but it did not simply collapse. What ended was a way of life centered on seasonal raiding, mobile war bands, pagan aristocratic networks, and fragmented chieftain power. What endured was something deeper: a northern legacy carried into kingdoms, laws, languages, place-names, stories, sea routes, military traditions, and cultural memory. To understand the Vikings after the Viking Age, one must begin with this essential transition. The Viking did not die on a battlefield in 1066, nor did he fade with the last longship on a gray northern shore. He was absorbed into the medieval world he had helped create.

During the ninth and tenth centuries, Viking activity had been shaped by opportunity. Weak coastal defenses, rich monastic wealth, fractured kingdoms, expanding trade networks, and the political ambition of Scandinavian leaders all encouraged raiding and migration. A man could join a crew, sail west or east, return with silver, establish a reputation, and use that wealth to gain followers at home. In that world, ships were not merely transportation; they were instruments of social mobility. A successful raider could become a landholder, a local lord, or even the founder of a dynasty. However, by the eleventh century, the landscape had changed dramatically. European kingdoms became more organized, rulers collected taxes more effectively, fortifications improved, and Christian monarchies developed stronger administrative systems. At the same time, Scandinavian rulers such as Harald Bluetooth, Olaf Tryggvason, Olaf Haraldsson, Cnut the Great, and their successors worked to consolidate royal authority at home. The old freedom of independent war bands gradually became harder to sustain. Men who once might have followed a sea king into raiding now found themselves drawn into royal armies, Christian households, legal assemblies, and settled agricultural life. The energy of the Viking Age was not erased; it was disciplined, redirected, and made useful to kingdoms.

This transformation was especially visible in Scandinavia itself. In Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, the growth of kingship changed the meaning of power. Earlier chieftains had relied on personal loyalty, gift-giving, feasting, and success in war. A leader proved himself by distributing silver, weapons, land, and honor. Yet as Christian kingship expanded, authority became more institutional. Kings claimed legitimacy not only through descent and victory but through baptism, church patronage, lawmaking, coinage, and alliances with bishops. The shift was not smooth or immediate. Pagan customs, regional loyalties, and aristocratic rivalries remained strong, and many communities did not accept royal authority simply because a king demanded it. Still, the direction was clear. The Scandinavian North moved from a world of competing chieftains toward one of Christian kingdoms. The old warrior aristocracy did not disappear; many of its families became the noble class of medieval Scandinavia. They exchanged the symbolic language of pagan sacrifice and heroic raiding for the language of Christian rule, dynastic marriage, landholding, and royal service. In doing so, they carried Viking habits of ambition into new political forms.

Christianization played a central role in this process, but it must not be imagined as a simple replacement of one belief system by another. The conversion of the North was gradual, uneven, and deeply political. In some places, Christianity spread through royal command, missionary activity, and contact with England, Germany, and the Frankish world. In other places, it advanced through trade, marriage, burial customs, and the quiet blending of old and new practices. Many Scandinavians likely encountered Christianity long before they formally abandoned older gods. A trader in Hedeby, a mercenary in Byzantium, a settler in Ireland, or a raider in England might wear a cross for protection or diplomacy while still knowing the stories of Odin, Thor, and Freyja. After the Viking Age, however, Christianity became the public framework of power. Churches rose where halls and sacred groves had once dominated ritual life. Bishops entered royal councils. Monasteries became centers of literacy and land management. The old myths did not vanish, but they increasingly survived as poetry, memory, and literature rather than living public religion. The Viking legacy therefore passed into a Christian world, but it carried with it echoes of the older North.

The most famous symbolic date for the end of the Viking Age is 1066, the year of Harald Hardrada’s defeat at the Battle of Stamford Bridge and William the Conqueror’s victory at Hastings. This date is powerful because it captures two different endings and one remarkable survival. Harald Hardrada, king of Norway, represented the last great attempt by a Scandinavian ruler to conquer England in the old heroic style. A veteran of eastern warfare and service in the Varangian Guard, he embodied the far-reaching world of Viking ambition. His death in England seemed to close the age of great northern invasions. Yet only weeks later, William the Conqueror, duke of Normandy, conquered England with an army descended from Viking settlers who had become French-speaking Christian nobles. This was not a Viking invasion in the old sense, but it was unmistakably part of the Viking legacy. The descendants of Norse raiders had become one of the most disciplined political and military forces in western Europe. Thus 1066 does not show the Vikings simply being defeated. It shows their transformation. One branch of the old Viking world failed at Stamford Bridge; another triumphed at Hastings.

The Norman example is one of the clearest demonstrations of how Viking identity could evolve after settlement. In the early tenth century, Norse leaders established themselves in northern Francia, where they eventually formed the duchy of Normandy. Over generations, they adopted the French language, embraced Christianity, intermarried with local elites, and became participants in Frankish and European politics. Yet their military dynamism, appetite for expansion, and talent for adaptation remained unmistakable. The Normans conquered England, moved into southern Italy, seized Sicily, participated in the Crusades, and helped reshape the Mediterranean. By the twelfth century, they were no longer Vikings in language or religion, but they remained heirs to Viking mobility. Their story reveals an important truth: Viking legacy was not preserved only by those who remained culturally Scandinavian. It also survived through descendants who changed almost everything about themselves while retaining patterns of conquest, settlement, and political innovation. The Normans were proof that the Viking Age had produced not only raiders but founders of states.

A similar transformation occurred in the eastern world of the Rus. Scandinavian traders, warriors, and settlers moved along the river systems connecting the Baltic to the Black Sea and the Caspian, interacting with Slavic, Finnic, Turkic, Byzantine, and Islamic worlds. Over time, these groups contributed to the formation of powerful centers such as Novgorod and Kyiv. By the later tenth and eleventh centuries, the ruling elite of the Rus had become increasingly Slavic in language and Christian in religion, especially after the conversion associated with Vladimir the Great. Yet the memory of northern origins did not disappear entirely. Names, trade patterns, military service, and political traditions reflected the complex mixture from which the Rus emerged. Like the Normans, the Rus demonstrate that Viking legacy was not confined to Scandinavia or the western seas. It extended through river routes, diplomatic missions, mercenary service, tribute systems, and dynastic marriages. In the East, the Viking inheritance became part of the foundations of medieval eastern Europe.

Meanwhile, in the North Atlantic, the Viking legacy continued in communities that were never simply raiding outposts but full societies shaped by settlement, law, memory, and survival. Iceland, Greenland, the Faroe Islands, and other Atlantic settlements preserved distinctive forms of Norse culture long after raiding declined elsewhere. Iceland, in particular, became one of the great guardians of Viking memory. Its society was built around farms, assemblies, kinship networks, legal disputes, and storytelling. The Althing, founded in the tenth century, reflected a political culture in which law and reputation mattered intensely. Although Iceland converted to Christianity around the year 1000, its literary culture later preserved many of the myths, genealogies, and heroic traditions of the pagan past. The sagas were written down mostly in the thirteenth century, long after the Viking Age had ended, but they looked backward to the age of settlement, feud, exploration, and honor. Through them, the post-Viking world remembered the Viking Age not as a distant curiosity but as ancestral experience.

This memory was never neutral. The people who wrote and preserved the sagas lived in Christian societies, and they interpreted the pagan past through medieval concerns. They admired courage, eloquence, loyalty, and independence, but they also recognized the destructive force of feud, pride, greed, and vengeance. As a result, the literary Viking became more complex than the simple raider feared by monastic chroniclers. In the sagas, Viking figures could be brutal, noble, cunning, doomed, generous, poetic, violent, and deeply human. They were not merely enemies of civilization; they were ancestors whose world demanded explanation. This is one of the most important features of the Viking legacy. Much of what later generations believed about Vikings came not directly from the eighth, ninth, or tenth centuries, but from medieval memory shaped after the age had passed. The Vikings after the Viking Age therefore existed in two forms: as real descendants living in changed societies, and as remembered figures reconstructed through poetry, law, genealogy, and story.

The disappearance of large-scale Viking raiding also changed the relationship between Scandinavia and the rest of Europe. During the early Viking Age, outsiders often saw Scandinavians as terrifying strangers from the edge of the known world. They arrived suddenly, struck quickly, and withdrew across the sea. By the twelfth century, however, Scandinavian kingdoms were increasingly part of Latin Christendom. Danish, Norwegian, and Swedish rulers married into European dynasties, founded churches and monasteries, participated in crusading movements, and engaged in diplomacy with the papacy and the Holy Roman Empire. The northern kingdoms were still distinctive, but they were no longer beyond the political imagination of Europe. They became participants in the same broad medieval order that included England, France, Poland, Germany, and the kingdoms of the Baltic. This integration was one of the greatest post-Viking developments. The North did not become less ambitious; rather, its ambition increasingly operated through recognized medieval institutions. Ships still sailed, armies still marched, and kings still sought glory, but the age of pagan sea kings had given way to the age of Christian monarchs.

Yet the sea remained central to northern identity. Even after raiding declined, Scandinavian societies continued to depend on maritime skill. Trade, fishing, travel, warfare, and communication all required ships and navigational knowledge. The longship itself gradually lost its old role as the supreme instrument of raiding, but shipbuilding traditions continued to shape northern life. Coastal communities remained outward-looking because geography demanded it. Norway’s fjords, Denmark’s islands and straits, Sweden’s Baltic connections, and Iceland’s Atlantic isolation all ensured that the sea remained not a boundary but a road. In this sense, the Viking legacy persisted in practical habits as much as in heroic memory. The descendants of Vikings still knew how to move across water, read weather, build vessels, and connect distant regions. Their world was less defined by sudden plunder, but it was still maritime at its core. The Viking Age had taught the North to think across horizons, and that habit did not end with conversion or kingship.

Another enduring legacy appeared in law and social organization. Viking societies had never been lawless in the simple sense often imagined by later legend. They could be violent, but they were also deeply concerned with compensation, oath-taking, inheritance, honor, assembly procedure, and public judgment. The thing, or assembly, was a crucial institution across the Norse world. It allowed free men, local leaders, and powerful families to negotiate disputes, recognize authority, and proclaim laws. After the Viking Age, these legal traditions continued to influence Scandinavian political culture. Royal law expanded, and Christian principles reshaped punishment, marriage, and moral expectations, yet older habits of assembly and negotiated authority remained significant. In Iceland, Norway, Denmark, and Sweden, law codes preserved traces of earlier social structures while adapting them to medieval kingship and church influence. The result was not a clean break but a layered legal culture. The old world of feud and compensation slowly gave way to stronger royal justice, but the memory of communal law remained part of northern identity.

Language also carried the Viking legacy forward. Old Norse and related Scandinavian speech left marks wherever Viking settlement had been deep or long-lasting. In England, especially in the Danelaw, Norse influence entered place-names, personal names, farming vocabulary, legal terminology, and everyday speech. Words of Scandinavian origin became part of English, not as museum pieces but as living elements of ordinary expression. In northern and eastern England, place-names ending in forms such as -by, -thorpe, and -thwaite preserved traces of settlement. In Normandy, the Norse language eventually gave way to French, but some names and maritime terms remained. In the North Atlantic, Old Norse developed into the ancestor of Icelandic and Faroese, preserving remarkable continuity with medieval literature. In the eastern world, Scandinavian names were absorbed into Slavic forms and political traditions. Language shows that Viking legacy was not only dramatic conquest. It was also the quiet endurance of words spoken in kitchens, fields, markets, courts, and harbors.

The social meaning of the word Viking itself changed after the Viking Age. In its original context, the term did not refer to all Scandinavians. It described an activity or identity connected with raiding, seafaring expeditions, and martial adventure. A farmer, trader, or craftsman from Norway or Denmark was not necessarily a Viking unless he went a-viking. Later centuries, however, expanded the word until it became a broad label for medieval Scandinavians as a whole. This shift matters because it reveals how memory simplifies the past. The actual Viking Age contained many kinds of people: women managing farms and households, traders carrying goods between markets, enslaved people forced across seas, poets preserving reputation, shipwrights shaping timber, kings struggling for control, and settlers carving out lives in new lands. After the Viking Age, the figure of the Viking became larger than historical reality. He became a symbol of the North itself: fierce, adventurous, independent, and restless. That symbol was powerful, but it also obscured the complexity of the societies from which it emerged.

Women were central to the Viking legacy as well, although later images often reduced the Viking world to male warriors. During and after the Viking Age, women played essential roles in household management, inheritance, textile production, religious transition, settlement, and memory. In Iceland and the North Atlantic colonies, women helped sustain farms under difficult conditions and preserved kinship continuity across generations. In Scandinavia, elite women could act as patrons of Christianity, commissioners of rune stones, managers of estates, and participants in dynastic politics. Rune stones from the eleventh century often reveal families publicly commemorating the dead, asserting inheritance, and displaying Christian identity. Many were raised by women or for women, reminding us that the post-Viking transformation was not only a story of kings and warriors. As raiding declined and settled Christian society expanded, women’s roles in lineage, property, conversion, and cultural memory became even more visible. The Viking legacy survived not only through weapons and ships but through households, marriages, memorials, and the transmission of stories.

The question of violence also changed after the Viking Age. Scandinavians did not become peaceful simply because they became Christian or royal. Medieval Europe itself was violent, and Scandinavian kings continued to wage war. Denmark fought for influence in the Baltic. Norway struggled through civil wars. Sweden expanded gradually toward the east and became involved in Baltic crusading. What changed was the justification and organization of violence. Raiding for private wealth became less acceptable when kings and churches claimed authority over war. Violence was increasingly framed as royal campaign, dynastic conflict, defense of Christian order, or crusade. This did not make war gentler, but it made it different. The warrior tradition of the Viking Age was absorbed into chivalric, royal, and crusading forms. Men who might once have joined a raiding fleet could now serve a king, fight in a sanctioned expedition, guard a royal court, or participate in campaigns against pagan peoples around the Baltic. In this way, the old martial energy of the Viking world survived inside medieval institutions.

The memory of Viking expansion also shaped how neighboring peoples understood their own histories. In England, the Vikings became part of the story of national survival, royal reform, and cultural mixture. The reign of Alfred the Great was remembered partly through resistance to Viking armies, while the later history of England could not be separated from Danish rule, the Danelaw, and the Norman Conquest. In Ireland, Viking towns such as Dublin, Waterford, Wexford, Cork, and Limerick became enduring urban centers, deeply woven into Irish political and commercial life. In France, the Viking legacy survived most clearly through Normandy. In the Slavic and Byzantine worlds, Varangian traders and warriors became part of political origin stories, military history, and imperial service. Thus the Vikings after the Viking Age belonged not only to Scandinavian memory. They became part of many peoples’ memories. Some remembered them as enemies, others as founders, others as settlers, and others as ancestors. Their legacy was never owned by one region alone.

Material culture offers another way to see the transition. The richly furnished pagan ship burials and cremation graves of the earlier Viking Age gradually gave way to Christian burial practices. Grave goods declined. Bodies were placed in churchyards. Crosses replaced older symbols in public religious life. Yet artifacts continued to reveal continuity beneath change. Jewelry styles, carved ornament, weapons, tools, and domestic objects show how older artistic traditions adapted to new tastes. The famous animal styles of Viking art did not simply vanish; they influenced later Romanesque decoration in Scandinavia and beyond. Wood carving, metalwork, and stone sculpture continued to reflect northern preferences for interlaced forms, gripping beasts, serpentine patterns, and dynamic movement. Even when Christian themes became dominant, artists could express them through visual languages inherited from the Viking world. A cross might be Christian in meaning while still decorated with patterns that belonged unmistakably to the North. This blending shows that cultural change often works by transformation rather than replacement.

The Viking legacy was also preserved in names and genealogies. Medieval families often traced descent from legendary or semi-legendary ancestors, linking themselves to heroic figures in order to claim prestige. Kings and nobles understood the political value of memory. A ruler who could present himself as the heir of ancient warriors, sacred dynasties, or famous conquerors strengthened his authority. In Scandinavia and the North Atlantic, genealogies connected families to settlement ancestors and legendary kings. In Normandy, ducal memory reached back to Rollo, the Viking founder whose historical reality became surrounded by political storytelling. In the Rus lands, ruling traditions preserved names and origin narratives that connected power to earlier Varangian elites. Such genealogies were not modern history in the strict sense, but they mattered profoundly. They reveal what medieval people wanted to remember, what they wished to legitimize, and how the Viking past could be used to explain authority in the present.

Over time, the Viking legacy entered European imagination in increasingly dramatic forms. Medieval chroniclers, saga writers, monks, royal historians, and poets all shaped the image of the Viking. Some emphasized savagery and divine punishment. Others emphasized courage, exploration, and heroic independence. In Christian writing, Viking attacks were sometimes interpreted as judgment upon sinful communities. In Norse literature, the same world could appear as a stage for honor, fate, and unforgettable personalities. These competing memories created a Viking image filled with tension. The Viking was both destroyer and founder, outsider and ancestor, pagan and future Christian, barbarian and lawmaker. This complexity explains why the Viking legacy has remained so powerful. It can be used to tell stories of fear, adventure, migration, state formation, cultural fusion, and mythic identity. Few historical figures are flexible enough to carry so many meanings at once.

However, the most important truth about the Vikings after the Viking Age is that legacy did not require purity. The descendants of Vikings did not preserve their influence by remaining unchanged. They survived historically because they adapted. In England, they became English. In Normandy, they became Norman and French-speaking. In Ireland, they became part of Hiberno-Norse and Irish urban society. In the Rus lands, they became woven into Slavic and Byzantine Christian culture. In Scandinavia, they became subjects of Christian kings. In Iceland, they became saga writers and legal thinkers. In Greenland, they became farmers and hunters on the edge of the Arctic world. Each transformation involved loss, but each also involved continuity. The Viking legacy was not a frozen relic. It was a current moving through different landscapes, changing color as it passed through new soils.

This is why the end of the Viking Age should be understood less as a collapse than as a reorganization of northern power. The old raiding economy could not survive indefinitely once Europe adapted to it and Scandinavia itself changed. But the skills developed during that age—seamanship, military organization, trade, settlement, political opportunism, and cultural flexibility—remained valuable. The Vikings had learned how to exploit weakness, cross boundaries, absorb foreign influences, and establish themselves in unfamiliar worlds. After the Viking Age, those abilities did not disappear; they were redirected into kingdoms, duchies, towns, churches, courts, and literary traditions. Their descendants no longer needed to arrive as raiders to shape history. They could rule as dukes, serve as guards, trade as merchants, legislate as lawmakers, remember as poets, and build as Christians. The world had changed them, but they had also changed the world.

At the beginning of Book 10, then, the Viking legacy must be approached as a living aftermath. It is not only the story of what Vikings did during the eighth, ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries, but of what their actions made possible afterward. The Viking Age opened sea roads, created settlements, redistributed wealth, shattered old assumptions, and forced kingdoms to strengthen themselves. It contributed to the growth of medieval states, the rise of towns, the spread of Christianity in the North, and the formation of new identities across Europe and the Atlantic. It left scars, but it also left structures. It left fear, but also memory. It left ruins, but also cities. Above all, it left a question that continued to echo long after the last great fleets had ceased to sail: how could a people once known for raiding become so deeply woven into the civilizations they had attacked? The answer lies in the remarkable capacity of the Viking world to transform itself. The Vikings after the Viking Age were no longer simply Vikings. They were Scandinavians, Normans, Icelanders, Greenlanders, Hiberno-Norse, Varangians, Christians, kings, settlers, and storytellers. Their age had ended, but their legacy had only begun.
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The Norman World: From Normandy to Sicily

The Norman world began as one of the most remarkable transformations in medieval history: a Viking frontier became a European powerhouse. In the early tenth century, Norse raiders who had once attacked the river valleys and coastal settlements of the Frankish realm began to settle permanently in the region that would become Normandy. Their ships had brought them from the North Sea and the Scandinavian world, but settlement forced them to become more than raiders. They had to farm, negotiate, marry, govern, defend territory, and establish legitimacy among people whose language, religion, and political customs differed from their own. Out of this encounter emerged the Normans, descendants of Viking settlers who adopted Christianity, learned the French language, entered Frankish politics, and yet preserved a fierce appetite for expansion. Their story belongs to the legacy of the Vikings not because they remained unchanged, but because they proved how adaptable Viking-descended communities could be. From Normandy, they carried their ambition into England, southern Italy, Sicily, the eastern Mediterranean, and the crusading world. They were no longer pagan sea kings, but Christian knights and dukes; they no longer worshiped Odin or Thor, but they retained the restless energy of the Viking Age. In the Norman world, the Viking legacy did not survive as memory alone. It became a force of conquest, state-building, and cultural fusion.

The roots of Normandy lay in the crisis of the Carolingian world. During the ninth century, Viking fleets repeatedly entered the rivers of Francia, striking monasteries, towns, and royal centers with devastating speed. The Seine became one of their great routes inland, carrying raiders toward Rouen, Paris, and the heart of Frankish power. These attacks did not occur in a vacuum. The empire of Charlemagne had fragmented among heirs, regional nobles had grown stronger, and royal authority often proved too weak to defend every vulnerable riverbank. In this unstable environment, Viking leaders could demand tribute, seize wealth, and eventually negotiate land. The traditional story holds that in 911, the Frankish king Charles the Simple reached an agreement with the Viking leader Rollo, granting him territory around Rouen in exchange for loyalty, baptism, and defense against future raiders. Whether every detail of that agreement can be taken literally, its historical meaning is clear: a raiding presence became a recognized political power. The former outsider was transformed into a frontier lord, and the Frankish kingdom attempted to turn Viking violence into a shield. This was not surrender so much as adaptation. Francia could not fully drive the Northmen away, so it absorbed them into the political order.

Rollo became the symbolic founder of Normandy, but the duchy that emerged after him was not simply a Viking colony planted unchanged on Frankish soil. It was a hybrid society from the beginning. Norse settlers formed a warrior elite in certain areas, especially around the lower Seine, but they lived among a much larger population of Romance-speaking Christians. To survive, they had to cooperate with local landholders, clergy, peasants, and neighboring rulers. Over generations, the Norse language faded, replaced by the Romance speech that developed into Norman French. Pagan religion disappeared from public life as the ruling elite embraced Christianity. Yet this process of assimilation should not be mistaken for weakness. By adopting the institutions of their new environment, the descendants of the Vikings gained tools their raiding ancestors had never possessed: written charters, ecclesiastical legitimacy, feudal bonds, dynastic marriage networks, and recognized ducal authority. In other words, they did not abandon power; they changed its language. The early Normans became successful because they learned how to be both heirs of the Viking frontier and participants in the aristocratic world of western Europe. Their identity was built not on purity, but on strategic transformation.

As Normandy developed through the tenth and eleventh centuries, its rulers forged one of the most disciplined principalities in Europe. The Norman dukes strengthened their authority over local lords, supported monasteries, controlled castles, and cultivated a military aristocracy whose reputation soon spread beyond their borders. The duchy’s location gave it major advantages. It faced the English Channel, retained access to maritime routes, and sat near the political heart of northern France. At the same time, its Viking-descended leadership had inherited a tradition of mobility and opportunism. Norman nobles were rarely content with merely defending inherited lands. Younger sons, land-hungry knights, and ambitious adventurers looked outward, seeking service, marriage, plunder, or conquest wherever opportunity appeared. This restless expansion was one of the clearest continuities between the Viking and Norman worlds. The old Viking had sailed in search of silver and status; the Norman knight rode or sailed in search of land, lordship, and reputation. The form had changed, but the social engine remained familiar. Men without sufficient inheritance sought fortune abroad, and successful violence could still become legitimate rule.

The most famous Norman achievement was the conquest of England in 1066, led by William the Conqueror, duke of Normandy. This event cannot be understood merely as a French invasion of England, nor as a simple continuation of Viking raiding. It was both something new and something deeply connected to the Viking past. William was a Christian duke, a feudal ruler, and a participant in the politics of Latin Europe. He claimed the English throne through dynastic argument, papal support, and aristocratic alliance, not through the old pagan logic of a sea king seeking treasure. Yet his campaign depended on the same qualities that had made Viking expansion so effective: boldness, maritime planning, military coordination, and the willingness to cross the sea in pursuit of power. When Harald Hardrada of Norway died at Stamford Bridge in September 1066, the last great Scandinavian bid for England collapsed. Only weeks later, William defeated Harold Godwinson at Hastings and placed a Viking-descended dynasty on the English throne. The symbolism was extraordinary. The old Viking invasion failed, while the transformed Viking legacy succeeded.

After Hastings, the Normans reshaped England with remarkable speed and severity. William the Conqueror replaced much of
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