
  
    [image: The Guy from the Flower Shop]
  


  
    
      THE GUY FROM THE FLOWER SHOP

      A sweet first date romance

      
        SOMERVILLE DOWNS

      

    

    
      
        BIRDIE SONG

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Muscoca Media]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            THE GUY FROM THE FLOWER SHOP

          

        

      

    

    
      Romance can blossom for anyone.

      Su-Li’s had her fair share of dud dates and bad boyfriends, and when her cousin sets her up on a blind date, she doesn’t know what to expect. But despite his awkwardness, Chris from the flower shop shows his true colours, proving romance can blossom for anyone, with just a little care.

      The Guy from the Flower Shop is a short and sweet first date story, set in the world of Somerville Downs.

      

      Content advisory: References to toxicity in a previous relationship.
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      To all the budding romantics who just needed some love to bloom.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        1. Waiting for a date

      

      
        2. Two to go

      

      
        3. Don’t judge me

      

      
        4. A little interest

      

      
        5. A walk around the lake

      

      
        6. Some good dates

      

      
        7. How it’s like

      

      
        8. The gazebo

      

      
        9. The sudden departure

      

      
        Epilogue

      

      
        BONUS: The Guy from the Internet (Preview)

      

    

    
      
        About the Author

      

      
        Also by Birdie Song

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            Chapter One

          

          
            WAITING FOR A DATE

          

        

      

    

    
      Su-Li wasn’t sure about this. Even after chewing it over for a month before agreeing to this blind date, then spending the last week making peace with her decision, she still wondered if she should have said no.

      But Rachel just wouldn’t shut up about how lovely this Chris guy was. She campaigned so hard, Su-Li wondered if her cousin was secretly working on commission. She knew next to nothing about him, except that he worked in the fancy flower shop in Greenmount. And, if she was being honest, posh florists weren’t really the kinds of guys she went for.

      But what convinced her in the end was Rach’s blunt and painful truth. That all the guys Su had ever dated or gone out with—aka. gone up in flames with—had one thing in common besides being jerks: Su had chosen them herself.

      Fine, so she was attracted to a certain type. If the dates didn’t end up turning into debates, it was his self-absorbed “I’m always right” attitude that ended up eventually killing her attraction to the guy. She thought she’d picked a winner with Mike, her last boyfriend, the one she’d crossed the four-month mark with. But that ended badly too.

      Su took a deep breath and put away the pang in her chest, distracting herself by chipping old paint off the park bench where she sat. Mike had said some hurtful things when they broke up, things she struggled to forget. Even as she waited for Chris to arrive, she contemplated texting her ex to ask if he wanted to meet up later.

      But when she opened her messaging app, she pictured her cousin, stern-faced and shaking her head, telling Su off once again for picking a loser and letting him get under her skin. Good ol’ Rach, always looking out for her.

      “Excuse me, are you Su-Li?”

      Su looked up at the pale, plain-looking guy with a tidy head of red curls. He had on a light-blue, short-sleeved button-down shirt, fitted khakis rolled up above the ankle, and white Cons.

      Though he stood kind of awkwardly, not really facing her directly but not turned away either, Su was curious that he had a sense of style. She felt a little under-dressed in her tan polo shirt, black skater skirt and sandals.

      Cautiously, she stood up, slung her denim jacket over one arm and offered her hand. “That’s me. You must be Chris.”

      “It’s nice to meet you.” His smile was awkward as well. Nervous, Su supposed, and to her surprise, she found herself a little nervous too as they small-talked their way across the street.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            Chapter Two

          

          
            TWO TO GO

          

        

      

    

    
      The Filter & Bean Café barely showed its age for a place Su used to frequent in highschool. From the clattering crowd it still drew on weekends, anyone would think it was the newest and hottest place in the Downs. As she fiddled with the leaves of the plant decorating the table, she inspected her date while he ordered their coffees.

      Something about him was odd, but in an interesting way. Usually guys who dressed this well had a bit of swagger too, but this guy came across uncomfortable and out of place. He even caught her looking as he paid, and he turned away quickly with a blush.

      Not wanting to stare, she scrolled through her Instagram feed, pausing briefly at a selfie Mike posted just that morning, showing him about to tuck into a large breakfast. Su frowned and locked the screen.

      “Be careful with that,” Chris warned, joining her with a pair of takeaway cups.

      “What?”

      “That plant.” He pointed to the table decoration between her fingers. “That’s a creeping fig. It looks nice, but the sap can make your skin itch. And you definitely don’t want it in your eyes.”

      Cringing, Su pulled her hand away from the plant. “Um, thanks . . . I guess.”

      “Sorry, I didn’t mean to scare you. It’s just that a lot of people don’t know about figs and some people are quite allergic to the . . . Uh, you know what? I’m just going to stop talking now. Um . . . Your coffee.” He handed her a cup.

      She eyed it with a raised eyebrow. “Already planning a getaway?”

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            Chapter Three

          

          
            DON’T JUDGE ME

          

        

      

    

    
      “Excuse me?” His eyes widened as he realised. “Oh! No, I’m so sorry. I didn’t mean⁠—”

      “No, no, don’t worry. I’m only giving you stick.”

      Chris laughed, seeming a little more at ease. “She said you might.”

      “Who did?”

      “Your cousin.”

      “I should have guessed.” Su rolled her eyes. “So are you guys friends? She didn’t tell me very much about you.”

      “Hm, I suppose we might be? She’s been a regular at the shop for a long time. I usually handle her orders because I know the style she likes. Actually, no, I don’t think I’d say we’re friends. We don’t talk about the sorts of things friends usually talk about.”

      “And what sorts of things would that be?”

      “Oh, you know, movies, music, sport, personal stuff . . .” He trailed off and took a sip of his coffee, eyes glancing around the café then down at the table. He returned to her with a shy smile. “I feel like I’m talking about myself a lot. Tell me about yourself. What do you do for work?”

      “Me?” Su blinked. His question caught her off-guard. Usually when she asked a guy about his interests, he’d talk for a lot longer before asking her anything back. She sipped her own coffee to try and hide her surprise. “Um, well . . . I’m between jobs right now. Like, literally between jobs. I just finished up a contract in Mandurah, and I’ve got
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