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Wang Lin, styled Fangqing, was better known by his style name. His ancestors moved from Danyang to Xianyang in Yongzhou. His father, Wang Hongzhi, was a friend of Liu Yuanchang, the Prince of Han. The prince was fond of hunting. Wang Hongzhi wrote a letter to strongly remonstrate with him, and the prince gradually reduced such activities, but he became more alienated from Wang Hongzhi. Wang Hongzhi finally served as a friend of the Prince of Jing. 

Fangqing started his official career as a military officer in the Prince of Yue's mansion. He studied the "Records of the Grand Historian" by Sima Qian and the "Book of Han" by Ban Gu under Ren Xigu, the secretary in the mansion. When Ren Xigu was transferred elsewhere, Fangqing continued to complete his studies. During the reign of Empress Wu, he was gradually promoted to the governor of Guangzhou. Every year in the South China Sea area, Kunlun ships would come to trade exotic treasures. The previous governor, Lu Yuanrui, extorted goods from them. The ship chiefs were extremely angry and killed him. When Fangqing arrived, he didn't take a single thing. Initially, the local tribal leaders were corrupt. People went to the government to file complaints, but the government officials usually accepted bribes and never dealt with the cases. Fangqing made an agreement with his official subordinates that they were not allowed to have improper contacts with the local leaders. Those who violated the rule would be severely punished according to the law. The region became clean and people were in awe. Commentators said that no one had ever governed Guangzhou as well as Fangqing, and he was ranked first. An imperial edict was issued to reward him with fine brocade and colorful silk to recognize his good governance. He was then transferred to be the chief official of Luozhou and was enfeoffed as the Viscount of Shiquan County. He was promoted to be the vice - minister of the Luan Terrace and served as a chancellor concurrently, and then was promoted to be the minister of the Phoenix Terrace. 

At the beginning of the Shengong era, Wu Youyi, the grand commander of the Qingbian Route, returned in triumph after defeating the Khitan and was about to present the captives. Wang Jishan, the chief of the Secretariat, proposed that the music band should be prepared but not played because it was the month of Emperor Xiaoming's anniversary. Fangqing said, "When Emperor Mu of Jin married his queen, it was the month of Emperor Kang's anniversary, and people were in doubt at that time. Xun Xun said that the 'Rites' only mention the anniversary day, not the anniversary month. If we infer from the month, then we should also avoid certain seasons and years, which is even more groundless. People followed his advice. I think that since the army has achieved a great victory, there is no problem in playing music." The imperial edict approved his suggestion. When Empress Wu visited the Yuquan Shrine, she wanted to take a sedan chair because the mountain path was dangerous. Fangqing presented a memorial, saying, "In the past, Zhang Meng remonstrated with Emperor Yuan of Han, saying that 'it is dangerous to take a boat and safe to cross the bridge.' The emperor then crossed the bridge. Now the mountain slopes are steep and the mountain paths are winding and narrow. Compared with a decked boat, it is even more dangerous. How can Your Majesty casually venture on such a perilous path?" The empress cancelled the visit because of his words. Fangqing once pointed out, "According to the regulations, during the mourning period for a close - relative's death (within one year) and before the burial, one should not attend court ceremonies; and before the mourning period is over, one should not participate in banquets. Recently, the officials have not followed these rules, which has damaged the moral and educational principles and should not be allowed to continue." An imperial edict was issued to rebuke them, and both the inner and outer court officials were in awe of him. 

Once the empress asked for Wang Xizhi's calligraphy works. Fangqing presented a memorial, saying, "My tenth - generation collateral ancestor, Wang Xizhi, had more than forty pieces of calligraphy. When Emperor Taizong sought them, my late ancestor sent them up one by one. Now there is only one scroll left. I also present the calligraphy works of a total of twenty - eight people, including my eleventh - generation ancestor Wang Dao, tenth - generation ancestor Wang Qia, ninth - generation ancestor Wang Xun, eighth - generation ancestor Wang Tanshou, seventh - generation ancestor Wang Sengchuo, sixth - generation ancestor Wang Zhongbao, fifth - generation ancestor Wang Qian, great - grandfather Wang Gui, grand - father Wang Bao, and my ninth - generation collateral ancestor Wang Xianzhi, with a total of ten pieces." The empress showed them to all the court officials in the Wucheng Hall, and issued an imperial edict asking the courtier in charge of drafting edicts, Cui Rong, to write a preface about their family pedigree. It was named "The Collection of Precious Calligraphy". Then the empress gave the calligraphy back to Fangqing. The scholars envied his honor. Fangqing requested to retire due to old age. He was then transferred to be the supervisor of the Lin - tai Academy to compile the national history. When Emperor Zhongzong was reinstated as the crown prince, Fangqing was appointed as the acting left assistant to the crown prince. 

The empress wanted to conduct military drills in the last month of winter. Since the relevant officials failed to make preparations in time, the drills were postponed to the first month of the next spring. Fangqing said, "According to the 'Monthly Ordinances', 'In the first month of winter, the Son of Heaven orders the generals and marshals to conduct military drills, practice archery and driving, and compete in strength.' This means engaging in farming in three seasons and conducting military drills in one season, which is a way to remember the danger in times of peace. Military activities should not be carried out in the first month of spring. Weapons are associated with metal, and metal overcomes wood. In spring, wood is in the ascendant. To use metal (weapons) at this time is to harm the prosperous virtue and go against the vital energy. If winter - like measures are taken in spring, there will be floods, heavy snow and frost, and the first - sown crops will not grow. Now, conducting military drills in the first month of spring means using yin - oriented policies to violate yang energy, which will harm the virtue of growth. I'm afraid that floods will damage things, frost and snow will harm the crops, and the summer wheat will not have a good harvest. I hope Your Majesty will not violate the seasonal order and conduct the drills in the first month of winter as scheduled to conform to the Heavenly Way." The empress issued a personal edict to praise and approve his suggestion. 

In that year, he was officially appointed as the left assistant to the crown prince, and was promoted to the rank of duke. His salary was the same as that of a third - rank official on actual duty. He also served as an attendant to the crown prince. When the character 'Hong' was involved, it was changed to 'Chong'. When the Prince of Pei became the crown prince and was studying, Fangqing presented a memorial, saying that among the court officials, there was no precedent of directly naming the crown prince. In the memorials of Shan Tao in the Jin Dynasty, the crown prince was not named. When Prince Xiaojing was the crown prince, the character 'Xian' was changed to 'Wen'. Now, many names of the gates and halls in the Eastern Palace are likely to cause taboos. I request that they be changed to conform to the old regulations." The imperial edict approved his request. He died in the second year of the Chang'an era. He was posthumously awarded the title of governor of Yanzhou, and given the posthumous title of Zhen. After Emperor Zhongzong was restored to the throne, as an old official of the Eastern Palace, he was posthumously awarded the title of minister of the Ministry of Personnel.  

Fangqing was knowledgeable and well - versed in court regulations. He wrote more than two hundred essays and was especially proficient in the "Three Rites". When scholars consulted him, his responses were profound. Therefore, his disciples compiled the "Answers to Questions on Various Rites". His family had a large collection of books, no less than that in the imperial library, and the paintings were all rare copies. After Fangqing's death, his sons were unable to preserve the collection, and the books and paintings gradually scattered and were lost. 

His grandson was Fang Fu. His sixth - generation grandson was Fang Yu, who has a separate biography. Fang Yu's great - grandson was Fang Tuan. 

The eulogy says: Li Deyu wrote in his book, "When Fangqing was prime minister, his son was serving as a military officer in Meizhou. Empress Wu said, 'You are in the position of prime minister. Why is your son so far away?' He replied, 'Prince Luling is your beloved son, yet he is still far away. How dare my son stay close?' This can be compared to the story of Cang Tang awakening Marquis Wen." Oh, what a gentleman he was! Even in a hurry, he never forgot to guide the emperor to do good. When he proposed not to directly name the crown prince to influence the court officials, it indicated the gradual restoration of the royal house. For what others found difficult to say, was it difficult for Fangqing? Li Deyu's praise was not unfounded.  

Fang Fu, styled Linggui, passed the Mingjing examination and was assigned as an official in Mozhou. He was recruited into the military office of Zhang Shougui, the Jiedushi of Fanyang. At that time, the Qulie tribe of the Khitans was planning to invade, causing turmoil in Hebei. Fang Fu went to the Khitan camp and persuaded them by highlighting the pros and cons, so the Khitans did not launch an invasion. When An Lushan rebelled, Fang Fu was appointed as the governor of both Boling and Changshan and served as the deputy of the Hebei pacification commissioner. After his death, he was posthumously awarded the title of grand master of ceremonies. From Wang Bao to Fang Fu, six generations of the family were enfeoffed in Shiquan. Fang Fu's grandson was Fang Sui. 

Fang Sui was keen on promoting development and was strict in managing his subordinates. He was successively promoted to the governor of Dengzhou, the grand master of the Court of the Treasury, and the military supply officer in the northwest. He had a dispute with Pan Mengyang, the Minister of Revenue, over the matter of state - run farms. Emperor Xianzong was angry and demoted Fang Sui to be the governor of Liuzhou. His close officials, Wei Xingsu and Liu Jichang, were supposed to receive subsidies from the two salt pools. When the officials saw Fang Sui being dismissed, they framed him with crimes. At first, when the imperial edict was issued, Lü Yuanying, the left - minister, impeached Fang Sui, saying, "Fang Sui's subordinate committed corruption. According to the law, he should be held accountable. However, the edict describes him as 'honest and capable in office'. According to the evidence of his offense, he cannot be called honest. Moreover, Liuzhou is a large prefecture and he is not fit to govern it." After the emperor explained the situation, the edict was finally issued. When troops were stationed in Huaixi and there was an urgent need for financial resources, due to Fang Sui's competence and strength, he was appointed as the observation commissioner of Xuanzhou and Shezhou. After the rebellion in Cai was quelled and the army was sent eastward to attack Li Shidao, Fang Sui was recalled to be the grand master of the Court of Imperial Entertainments and the officer in charge of military provisions for the campaign in Ziqin. He declined the position of grand master and was instead appointed as a consulting left cavalier - attendant with the additional title of censor - in - chief. Initially, the annual military food requisition was three million. Soon after the rebels were eliminated, Fang Sui reported a surplus of one million and presented it to the emperor, who highly praised his ability. At that time, Qi was divided into three military governorates, and Fang Sui was appointed as the observation commissioner of Yizhou, Yanzhou, and Haizhou. 

Fang Sui was narrow - minded and harsh. His use of corporal punishment exceeded the regulations. In the midsummer, he supervised the repair of the walls of the government office severely. The officers and soldiers were naturally tough and violent, and Fang Sui always scolded them, saying, "Rebellious scoundrels!" Everyone was ashamed and angry. A subordinate officer named Wang Bian was bathing in the river with the laborers and said, "It's raining, and the wall is about to collapse. We'll all be blamed anyway!" So they plotted a rebellion. The next day, when Fang Sui was having a banquet, Wang Bian led his followers armed with weapons in. Fang Sui was startled and hid under the toilet. They caught him, listed his crimes, and killed him. His deputy Zhang Dunshi and the official Li Jufu also died. Wang Bian took over the affairs of the region on his own. Emperor Xianzong, considering that Yizhou and Haizhou had just been pacified and fearing that Qingzhou and Yunzhou would also be in turmoil, appointed Wang Bian as the governor of Kaizhou. When Wang Bian reached Xuzhou, he was put in shackles and sent to the capital, where he was beheaded in the eastern market. The military supervisor presented the sticks Fang Sui used for corporal punishment to the court as a warning.  

Fang Tuan, styled Zhaoyi, passed the imperial examination and was recruited to assist Wang Duo in the military office of the Jiedushi in Huazhou. He was gradually promoted to the governor of Suzhou. After a long time, he served as the vice - minister of the Ministry of Revenue and was in charge of the ministry. In the early years of the Qianning era, he was promoted to be a chancellor. After Dong Chang was executed, he was appointed as the Jiedushi of Weisheng. Before he set off, he was additionally appointed as the acting right - director of the Secretariat and the pacification commissioner of the east and west of Zhejiang. As Qian Liu concurrently held the positions in the two Zhejiang regions, Fang Tuan was retained in the capital and appointed as the deputy head of the Chancellery, a chancellor, and was in charge of the Ministry of Revenue. After Emperor Zhaozong established the crown prince, Fang Tuan proposed to show more respect to the ceremony by pardoning the whole country. He was officially appointed as the right - director of the Secretariat, then promoted to the grand councilor, and was enfeoffed as the Duke of Lu.  

Initially, the eunuchs held great power, and the emperor wanted to curb and suppress them.  After returning from Shimen, the government affairs were all decided by the prime minister.  The eunuchs were dissatisfied and colluded with the regional military governors to intimidate the emperor from within.  Fang Tuan said, "A monarch should maintain an even - tempered and overall view to govern all things. Listening to one - sided opinions leads to chaos, which is an ancient warning. Now the eunuchs are abusing their power and coercing the emperor, and everyone on the street knows it. Given the many difficulties the court is facing, they cannot be eliminated immediately. We should get rid of them gradually with a plan. If things are rushed, there will be changes." Cui Yin was in the same position as Fang Tuan and always envied Fang Tuan for his intelligence and resourcefulness.  He impeached Fang Tuan for being an outside ally of the eunuchs. When Cui Yin was removed from the position of prime minister, he suspected that Fang Tuan had pushed him out.  So he ingratiated himself with Zhu Quanzhong, who recommended him to resume his position as a prime minister.  Then he slandered Fang Tuan for having improper relations with the privy councilors Song Daobi and Jing Wuxiu, which would endanger the country.  Zhu Quanzhong publicly listed Fang Tuan's faults. In the third year of the Guanghua era, Fang Tuan was removed from his position and demoted to be the vice - minister of the Ministry of Works, and then further demoted to be a military officer in Xizhou. He was finally exiled to be a registrar in Yazhou and was given the order to commit suicide at Lantian Post Station.  

Wei Siqian, whose given name was Renyue, used his style name instead because his given name was too close to the taboo name of Empress Wu's father. His ancestors were from Duling, Yongzhou. Later, his family moved to Xiangyang and then to Yangwu, Zhengzhou. He lost his mother at the age of eight and was known for his filial piety. After passing the imperial examination, he was gradually assigned to be the magistrate of Yingcheng. He performed poorly in his assessment and was not promoted. Gao Jifu, the minister of the Ministry of Personnel, said, "I've just found such a person. How can I discard his great virtues because of a minor flaw?" He promoted Wei Siqian to be a surveillance censor. Wei Siqian often said, "When an imperial censor is on a mission, if he can't shake mountains and awe the prefectures and counties, he is unqualified for the post." Chu Suiliang, the head of the Secretariat, bought land at an unfair price. Wei Siqian impeached him, and Chu was removed from his post and demoted to be the governor of Tongzhou. When Chu resumed his position as prime minister, he sent Wei Siqian to be the magistrate of Qingshui. Someone expressed sympathy to him, and Wei replied, "I'm straightforward and impulsive. When the occasion calls, I act immediately. Do I have time to worry about myself? A man should be brave enough to speak out. He must be bold and unreserved to serve the emperor. How can he just muddle along to protect his wife and children?" Huangfu Gongyi, the chief administrator of the Prince of Pei's mansion, invited Wei Siqian to be the officer in charge of the granary, saying, "You're not an ordinary person. I'd like to have you here for a few days to add prestige to my mansion."  

Wei Siqian was transferred to be a palace censor. Emperor Gaozong thought highly of him and often summoned him for a talk. Even when he was very tired, he would lean on the railing and still talk with Wei for several moments before ending the conversation. For doubtful cases and difficult matters, he often asked Wei to participate in the judgment. General Tian Renhui of the Imperial Guard falsely accused Censor Zhang Renyi. The emperor questioned Zhang in the court, and Zhang was too timid to answer. Wei Siqian defended Zhang, stating that Tian Renhui had framed others maliciously. His words were detailed and fluent. The emperor approved of his speech, and Zhang Renyi was not punished. Wei Siqian was gradually promoted to be the director of the Right Department and the left - director of the Secretariat. He strengthened the rules and regulations, and the court became well - ordered. He was then promoted to be the censor - in - chief. 

He was outspoken and had a solemn demeanor that was not to be offended. When meeting princes and dukes, he never bowed to them in a servile way. Some people criticized him for this, and he replied, "As an official in charge of supervision, one should be independent. Eagles, falcons, and other raptors are not the same as ordinary birds. Why should I humble myself to get close to them?" After the emperor passed away, Wei Siqian dragged his sick body to pay his respects. His tears froze on his beard. He lay prostrate on the ground and wailed until he fainted. The emperor issued an edict allowing someone to support him. He was transferred to be the minister of the Ministry of Imperial Clan Affairs and then became the right - censor - in - chief again. According to the old practice, the censor - in - chief and the censors had equal courtesy, but Wei Siqian alone did not reciprocate. Some people were puzzled, and Wei Siqian said, "There are differences in ranks. Why should we tolerate improper behavior?" In the early years of the Chuigong era, he was enfeoffed as the Baron of Bocang County and served as a chancellor. He was transferred to be the head of the Chancellery. He pleaded illness to decline the post, but his request was not approved. The emperor issued an edict allowing him to come to court in a sedan chair and permitting his children and grandchildren to accompany him. He retired with the title of grand master for splendid counsel and later passed away. He was posthumously granted the title of governor of Youzhou.  

His sons were Wei Chengqing and Wei Sili. 

Wei Chengqing, styled Yantiu, was cautious and timid by nature and was extremely filial to his step - mother. He passed the imperial examination and was appointed as an assistant in the Prince of Yong's mansion. All the official documents in the mansion were entrusted to him. When the prince became the crown prince, Wei Chengqing was promoted to be a counselor. 

During the Yifeng period, the emperor issued an edict for the crown prince to oversee state affairs. The crown prince gradually became indulged in music and women and launched construction projects. Wei Chengqing saw that the construction of luxurious and useless items was extensive, that the actors and musicians were making a racket, and that the household slaves and petty people were all able to get close to the crown prince and receive his favor. He was afraid that they would abuse their power because of this, so he submitted a memorial to elaborate on the matter and also presented the "Exhortation to Goodness Admonition", which the crown prince appreciated and accepted. Wei Chengqing once said that people's restlessness, turbidity, and impetuosity originated from their hearts, so he wrote the "Spiritual Platform Rhapsody" to satirize the current situation and also to broaden his own mind. After the crown prince was deposed, Wei Chengqing was sent out to be the magistrate of Wucheng. He was gradually promoted to be a scholar in the Secretariat and was in charge of the selection of officials in the Ministry of Personnel. He was quick at writing and never hesitated. Even when writing imperial edicts, he never made a draft. He offended the senior officials and was sent out to be the governor of Yizhou. 

When the Hall of Light was damaged by fire, Wei Chengqing submitted a memorial to admonish the emperor, stating that "after the Wenming and Chuigong eras, most of the officials in power had been removed from office within a year due to crimes, and most of them were guilty of heinous and immoral acts. When building a great mansion or crossing a vast river, one must choose high - quality timber and large ships. If they are constantly damaged and destroyed, it is like taking shelter under a rotten tree or sailing on a glued boat. I think that Your Majesty is eager to seek talents, but the way of selecting people is too broad. Therefore, if someone's words happen to meet Your Majesty's approval, they are entrusted with important tasks. Even when Yao appointed Shun, Shun had to go through many trials. How can ordinary people be suddenly promoted to be prime ministers and be entrusted with all state affairs?" After the memorial was submitted, there was no reply. Soon after, he became a scholar again and was in charge of the selection of officials. He resigned from office due to illness and was then appointed as an instructor to the crown prince. He successively served as the governor of Yu and Guo prefectures and implemented good governance. He was transferred to be the assistant minister of the Ministry of Personnel and was in charge of compiling the national history. He was in charge of the selection of officials three times, and his appointments were fair, which was recognized by the public. 

During the Chang'an period, Wei Chengqing was appointed as the vice - director of the Secretariat and a chancellor. After Zhang Yizhi was executed, because Wei Chengqing had long been associated with Zhang, he took off his hat and awaited punishment. At that time, when people were discussing who should draft the amnesty order, everyone recommended Wei Chengqing. He was summoned to do it. He showed no sign of fear or made any mistakes in words. He picked up the pen and finished writing it right away, which made everyone admire his courage. However, due to this association, he was exiled to the area south of the Five Ridges. More than a year later, he was appointed as the governor of Chenzhou. Before he set off, he was summoned to serve as the junior assistant supervisor of the Imperial Library, concurrently in charge of compiling the national history, and was enfeoffed as the Viscount of Fuyang County. He was ordered to write the "Inscription on the Sage - like Deeds of Empress Wu". Emperor Zhongzong was satisfied with it. He was promoted to be the vice - director of the Chancellery, but he died before taking up the position. The emperor mourned for him and summoned his younger brother Wei Sili, the governor of Xiangzhou, to attend the funeral. Then Wei Sili was appointed as the vice - director of the Chancellery to succeed him. Wei Chengqing was posthumously granted the title of minister of rites, with the posthumous title "Wen" (gentle).  

Wei Sili, styled Yangu, was Wei Chengqing's half - brother. He was fraternal to his brother when he was young. His mother was strict with Wei Chengqing. Every time she was about to whip Wei Chengqing, Wei Sili would take off his clothes and ask to be beaten instead. When his mother refused, he would order the servant to whip himself. His mother was touched and enlightened, and then treated both sons equally. People at that time compared him to Jin Wang Lan. He passed the imperial examination and was gradually transferred to be the magistrate of Shuangliu. His governance was the best among the two Sichuan regions. When Wei Chengqing resigned from the position of scholar in the Secretariat, Empress Wu summoned Wei Sili and said, "Your father once said that his two sons were loyal and filial and capable of serving me. Now your brother has proven himself competent, just as your father said. Now I'll let you brothers succeed each other." Immediately, Wei Sili was appointed as a scholar in the Secretariat. 

At that time, schools were in disrepair and the penalty was so excessive that good people were also wrongly punished. So Wei Sili submitted a memorial to elaborate on the following: "After the Yongchun period, schools were in ruins, the number of noble students decreased, the status of Confucian scholars was low, and the selection of scholars who specialized in classics was lax. The descendants of noble families were promoted by luck, while the common people from poor families left their studies. During the Chuigong period, there were more people entering the officialdom. Private solicitation was openly carried out, and the selection and appointment of officials were extremely disordered. They knew nothing about the Confucian classics but boasted about their cruelty. Your Majesty should issue a clear edict to recall the students in the three academies, order the children of princes and officials below to enter the Imperial College, respect Confucian scholars, encourage and reward them, so that the whole country will know the right direction. Then carefully select and appoint officials according to their abilities. With such a system in place, no official positions will be left vacant, and the people will live and work in peace and contentment." 

He also said, "Since the Yang and Yu incidents, numerous major cases have been initiated one after another. Thorough investigations and mass arrests have continued for several years. Wily villains have seized the opportunity to secretly collude, fabricating seemingly plausible statements and imposing unjust accusations. They have wantonly used torture, forcing people to falsely confess. Princes, nobles, and scholars have even been executed one after another. There have been widespread rumors on the streets, and everyone knows these are unjust cases, but since the false evidence has been fabricated, it's impossible to reverse them. In minor cases, individuals are executed; in major cases, entire families are exterminated. The number of those implicated and convicted is too numerous to mention. They are all just seeking revenge and fulfilling personal grudges, simply aiming for meritorious deeds, official positions, and rewards. I hope Your Majesty will show the magnanimity of heaven and earth and the benevolence of thunder and rain. Pardon all those who have committed crimes, whether serious or minor, and have not been forgiven since the Chuigong era. Restore the titles of the deceased and bestow grace on the living. Then the whole world will clearly understand that the previous unjust convictions were not Your Majesty's intention."  

During the Chang'an period, Wei Sili was appointed as the vice - director of the Secretariat and a chancellor. At that time, many local officials were unqualified, which worried Empress Wu. Li Qiao and Tang Xiujing said, "Currently, the court values central officials more and local officials less. Whenever an appointment is made for a prefect, the appointee always pleads not to take up the post, and only those with faults or involvements are sent. We request that the court select worthy officials from the central government to govern large prefectures, starting with the close - in officials." The empress asked, "Who will go for me?" Wei Sili replied, "Handling central confidential affairs is beyond my ability. I'm willing to go first to set an example for the officials." The empress was pleased and appointed him to concurrently oversee the affairs of the governor of Bianzhou. As a result, eighteen officials including Yang Zaisi, the left grand censor, were all sent to local positions. Soon after, Wei Chengqing took charge of state affairs. Wei Sili was transferred from the position of director of the Imperial College to serve as the governor of Wei and Luo prefectures, and there was nothing remarkable about his governance. Because he was on good terms with Zhang Yizhi and Zhang Changzong, he was demoted to be the assistant governor of Raozhou. Then he was recalled from the position of governor of Xiangzhou to be the vice - director of the Chancellery. He was later transferred to be the minister of the Ministry of Finance and the grand scholar of the Xiuwenguan Academy.  

During the Jinglong period of Emperor Zhongzong, Wei Sili was appointed as the minister of war and concurrently held the position of a third - rank official in the Secretariat and Chancellery. At that time, there was a trend of lavishly constructing Buddhist temples and Taoist shrines, resulting in a huge amount of expenditure. Moreover, there were many favored officials and nobles who were granted fiefs. The fief - holders covered a total of fifty - four prefectures, all of which were the most fertile lands in the country. One fief - holder might draw revenues from several prefectures, taking profits according to the local products. As for Princess Anle and Princess Taiping, they usually selected wealthy households with many male laborers, and unlike ordinary people, there was no reduction or exemption for them. The burden on the fief - holders was even heavier than that during times of military mobilization. The supervisory censor Song Wuguang proposed, "I hope that the collection of revenues from fiefs be stopped, and all should be included in the rent and corvée system for delivery." This proposal was not adopted. Then Wei Sili put forward his own suggestion: 

Currently, the national granaries and treasuries are exhausted, with less than a year's worth of reserves. Suppose there is a flood or drought, people need to be provided with relief; if there is a sudden military mobilization, soldiers need to be equipped. How can Your Majesty meet these needs? I've noticed that the construction of temples and monasteries has continued for years. They are extremely grand, luxurious, and elaborate, competing with each other in extravagance. Generally, the cost often exceeds tens of thousands. Moving timber and stones around wastes labor and harms agriculture; excavating the earth disturbs the dormant insects. A most benevolent and sage emperor surely wouldn't approve of this. It goes against the principles of the Way and causes harm to the people. Has Your Majesty not thought about this? 

Moreover, the number of fief - receiving families has been increasing day by day. In total, they use 600,000 households registered in the Ministry of Revenue. If each household pays two bolts of silk as tax, that would be 1.2 million bolts in total. I've observed that the Ministry of Finance only collects about 1 million bolts of silk annually. Sometimes, the amount is 20% less, and after various exemptions and loans, less than half of the expected amount is actually received. Compared with what the fief - receiving families should get, the income is already very small. At the beginning of the dynasty, the meritorious officials who jointly founded the country and received fiefs numbered less than thirty families. Now, due to excessive and special favors, the number of such families has reached over 140. The national rent and taxes are insufficient for public use but excessive for private fief - holders. In addition, the fief - receiving families send their servants to collect taxes. These servants bully and exploit the people, causing the common people to complain and sigh. Some of them engage in illegal trade and theft, and their demands and accusations are endless. The common people are extremely poor. How can they bear such a heavy burden? I hope that the household taxes in the form of silk be sent directly to the Ministry of Finance. The fief - receiving families should receive their revenues from the left treasury, and they should be prohibited from collecting taxes on their own to relieve the people from the heavy burden.  

I have heard that the establishment of official positions is fundamentally for governing the people and ensuring their well - being. If the right people are appointed to official positions, the whole country will be well - governed. In ancient times, when selecting officials, first, one's reputation in the local community was considered, and then they were recruited by the prefecture. After being tested in the prefecture, they were recruited by the five - ministerial offices. Once they became well - known in the five - ministerial offices, they were promoted to the court. Can't we say that the selection was thorough and the experience was extensive? Nowadays, when appointing people, they are promoted without being tested. People are eager to advance through luck, and there are many of them. Therefore, when literati are in administrative positions, they are crooked and corrupt; when military men are in charge of the army, they are mediocre, cowardly, and weak. There is no limit to the number of appointments, and additional officials are created. The clerks are exhausted from providing services, and the state's resources are depleted to support these officials. Is there anything more important than this for the country? 

In ancient times, official ranks were set up to accommodate talented scholars. When the unworthy are promoted, the path for the talented is blocked. The virtuous uphold justice and keep the door of opportunism far away. Once the door of opportunism is opened, the virtuous will withdraw. When the virtuous withdraw, the people will be in unrest; when the people are in unrest, the country will be in danger. Governors and county magistrates are the primary administrators of the people. In recent years, they have not been carefully selected. Metropolitan officials who have made mistakes or have a poor reputation are sent to govern prefectures, and senior officials in the Ministry of Personnel who are not good at writing are appointed as county magistrates. If the court uses people casually, how can it govern the country? I hope that the relevant departments will conduct a thorough selection. All vice - ministers of various departments, officials of the two provincial administrations, the two censorial offices, and officials of the fifth rank and above with good reputations should first be selected to serve as governors and county magistrates. It is hoped that local administrators will be competent so as to bring about peace and prosperity. 

The emperor didn't heed his advice. 

Wei Sili was distantly related to Empress Wei, but the emperor specially issued an edict to include him in the imperial clan register and treated him very generously. He built a villa in Parrot Valley on Lishan Mountain. The emperor visited him there, ordered the accompanying officials to compose poems, and wrote a preface for the collection, with generous rewards. Thus, Wei Sili was conferred the title of Duke Xiaoyao, and his residence was named Pure and Quiet Plain and Secluded Abode Valley. Wei Sili presented dozens of items such as wooden cups and rattan trays. At the beginning of the Tanglong period, he was appointed as the head of the Secretariat. After the downfall of Empress Wei, he almost died in the chaos and was saved by the Prince of Ning. He was sent out to serve as the governor of Xuzhou. Because he participated in the decision - making to enthrone Emperor Ruizong, he was granted a fief of a hundred households and then transferred to Ruzhou. Later, he entered the capital to serve as the director of the Imperial College and a guest official of the crown prince. Due to his failure to uphold justice in the matter of Zong Chuke and others' tampering with the imperial edict, he was demoted to be an assistant governor of Yuezhou. He was then transferred to be the governor of Chenzhou. During the Kaiyuan period, the inspector of the Henan Circuit reported his integrity and recommended his reappointment, but he died at the age of sixty - six. He was posthumously awarded the title of minister of war, with the posthumous title of Filial.  

At first, Wei Sili succeeded Wei Chengqing as a senior scribe in the Phoenix Pavilion and a vice - minister of the Palace of Yellow Gates; Wei Chengqing also succeeded Wei Sili as a vice - minister of the Ministry of Personnel and participated in state affairs. Both the father and the son served as prime ministers, which was rarely seen in the world. He had two sons, Wei Heng and Wei Ji, who were well - known.  

In the early years of the Kaiyuan era, Wei Heng served as the magistrate of Dangshan County. His governance was lenient and benevolent, and he was loved by the local officials and people. When the emperor made an eastern inspection tour, the prefectures and counties had to make preparations for his accommodation and reception. All of them used whips to urge the completion of the tasks, but Wei Heng accomplished the tasks without imposing strict authority. His cousin, Yuwen Rong, the deputy - censor - in - chief, recommended Wei Heng for his economic talents and even offered to yield his position to him. As a result, Wei Heng was promoted to be a palace attendant censor. He was gradually promoted to be a director of the Department of State Affairs and served as an inspector for promoting and demoting officials in Longyou and Hexi regions. At that time, Gai Jiayun, the military governor of the Hexi region, relied on the support of those around him, behaved arrogantly and illegally, and falsely reported his achievements. Wei Heng impeached him. People worried about him on his behalf. He was then sent out to serve as the prefect of Chenliu and died there.  

In the early years of the Kaiyuan era, Wei Ji was assigned to be the magistrate of Juancheng County. Some people said that the Ministry of Personnel had not selected the right people to be county magistrates. After the newly - appointed magistrates had paid their respects, an imperial edict asked them about the measures to pacify the people. Among about two hundred respondents, only Wei Ji ranked first, and those who could not answer were all removed from office. Thus, Wei Ji was promoted to be the magistrate of Liquan County, and the vice - ministers Lu Congyuan and Li Chaoyin were both demoted to be governors. Wei Ji was promoted four times to be the vice - minister of the Ministry of Revenue and then served as the governor of Taiyuan. He wrote four chapters of "Poems in Memory of Ancestral Virtues", which were highly regarded for their elegance and propriety. During the Tianbao period, he was appointed as the left - secretary of the Secretariat. Three generations of his family had held this position. Wei Ji was refined and literate, and was quite good at managing government affairs. He was well - known for his good governance wherever he served. He finally served as the prefect of Fengyi. His son, Wei Ao, served as the magistrate of Xia County and was also well - known for his capable governance.  

Wei Hongjing, a grandson of Wei Sili, passed the imperial examination and served as an assistant in several military governor's offices for many times. He was summoned to be a Hanlin academician as a left - remonstrator. When Su Guangrong was appointed as the military governor of Jingyuan, Wei Hongjing was supposed to draft the imperial edict, but the wording did not meet the emperor's requirements, so he was removed from the position of academician. He was gradually promoted to be the director of the Department of Revenue. Zhang Zhongfang was punished for objecting to the posthumous title given to Li Jinfu. Emperor Xianzong suspected that Wei Hongjing had instigated and assisted Zhang, so he was sent out to serve as the governor of Mianzhou. When Li Yijian was in charge of Huainan, he recommended Wei Hongjing as his deputy. Wei Hongjing was then summoned back to the capital and was promoted twice to be a director of the Department of State Affairs. The imperial son - in - law Liu Shijing bribed those in power and was promoted to be the minister of the Imperial Stud. Wei Hongjing returned the imperial edict. Emperor Muzong sent someone to explain to him, saying, "His father, Liu Chang, had made great contributions. This is my way of showing gratitude for his merits and maintaining harmony among relatives." But Wei Hongjing persisted in his stance. The emperor got angry and sent him to console the people in Annan. Thus, he became well - known.  

At that time, Xiao Fu was in power, and Wei Hongjing often supported his views in discussions. After he returned, he was promoted twice to be the deputy - minister of the Ministry of Personnel. He conducted personnel evaluations fairly and orderly. The noble and favored officials were afraid of his strictness and did not dare to seek private favors. He served as the observation commissioner of Shaanzhou and Guozhou. Then he was summoned back and appointed as the left - secretary of the Secretariat. He refuted and corrected the improper promotion of more than sixty officials by the Ministry of Personnel. As a result, Zheng Yin, Ding Gongzhu, and Yang Sifu all had their salaries deducted. The officials in the ministry were in awe and behaved themselves. Yang Yuqing, an assistant director in the Ministry of Personnel, was investigated by subordinates. The emperor ordered Wei Hongjing and the censor to conduct a detailed review. Yang Yuqing privately visited Wei Hongjing's residence. Wei Hongjing sternly said, "There is an imperial order to investigate you. Do you still come for private lobbying?" Yang Yuqing had many friends to support him and thought he would surely be forgiven. But at this moment, he left in panic. Wei Hongjing was promoted to be the minister of the Ministry of Rites and the governor of the eastern capital. He died at the age of sixty - six and was posthumously awarded the title of left - prime minister.  

Wei Hongjing advanced in his career by adhering to integrity. His arguments were upright and he had firm principles. He was relied upon to promote the social customs and moral education at that time and was a well - known official during the Changqing era.  

Lu Yuanfang, styled Xizhong, was a native of Wu County, Suzhou. He was the great - grandson of Lu Chen, a vice - minister of the Palace of Yellow Gates during the Chen Dynasty. His uncle, Lu Jianzhi, was a well - known calligrapher and served as a counselor to the crown prince. Lu Yuanfang first passed the Mingjing examination and then passed all eight subjects in another imperial examination. He was gradually promoted to be a supervisory censor. During the reign of Empress Wu, he was sent to the areas south of the Five Ridges. When crossing the sea, the wind and waves were fierce and the sailors were frightened. Lu Yuanfang said, "I am on an official mission without any self - interest. How could the gods harm me?" He urged the sailors to continue, and the wind eventually subsided. After he returned from the mission, he was appointed as a palace attendant censor and was promoted to be a senior scribe in the Phoenix Pavilion and a vice - minister of the Ministry of Justice. He was framed by Lai Junchen but was later found not guilty. He was promoted to be a vice - minister of the Department of the Left and a concurrent chancellor. Due to his association with Li Zhaode, he was demoted to be the governor of Suizhou. Then he was promoted to be a vice - minister of the Ministry of Personnel and concurrently served as the minister of the Palace Guard. Some people said that all the people he recommended were his relatives and friends. The empress was angry and removed him from office, ordering him to perform his duties without an official title. Lu Yuanfang still recommended people as before. The empress summoned him and reproached him. He replied, "I recommend those I know well and don't have time to consider whether they are my enemies or friends." He also recommended his friend Cui Xuanyan as having the talent to be a prime minister. When the empress realized that he had no other motives, she reappointed him as a vice - minister of the Department of the Left and a concurrent chancellor. The empress once asked him about external affairs. He replied, "I am a prime minister. I should report major matters to you. I dare not trouble you with trivial matters among the common people." This answer went against the empress's wishes, and he was demoted to be the deputy tutor of the crown prince. He was later promoted to be the left - secretary of the Secretariat and then died.  

Lu Yuanfang was always honest and cautious. During his two tenures as a chancellor, whenever he was involved in promoting or demoting officials, the empress would always consult him first, and it was kept secret from the outside world. When he was dying, he took out his memorial drafts and burned them, saying, "I have done good deeds secretly for people, and there will be someone in my family who will rise to prominence in the future." He also said, "I should have lived longer, but having been in charge of personnel selection for a long time has exhausted my energy." There was a small box that he had always kept locked. After his death, his family opened it and found that it contained imperial edicts from different times. He was posthumously awarded the title of governor of Yuezhou. 

All of his sons were talented, and Lu Xiangxian, Lu Jingqian, and Lu Jingrong were particularly well - known. 

Lu Xiangxian was profound in his abilities and insights. He ranked highly in the special imperial examination and served as a military advisor in Yangzhou. At that time, Ji Xu and Lu Yuanfang were both deputy - ministers of the Ministry of Personnel. Ji Xu promoted Lu Xiangxian to be a county magistrate in Luoyang, but Lu Yuanfang didn't think it was appropriate. Ji Xu said, "We should select people based on their abilities for official positions. How can we abandon fairness just because he is the son of an official in the Ministry of Personnel?" Finally, Lu Xiangxian was appointed to the position. Soon, he was promoted to be a supervisory censor and was gradually promoted to be a deputy - director of the Central Secretariat. During the Jingyun era, he was promoted to be a chancellor and was in charge of compiling the national history. 

At first, Princess Taiping planned to recommend Cui Shi as a prime minister. Cui Shi said, "Lu Xiangxian is well - regarded by the public and should hold a key position close to the center of power. If not, I dare to decline." The princess had no choice but to speak up for Lu Xiangxian, and thus both of them were in charge of government affairs. However, Lu Xiangxian was quiet and had few desires. His discussions were profound and concise, and he was respected by people at that time. Cui Shi once said, "Mr. Lu is one step ahead of others." After Princess Taiping became powerful, the prime ministers competed to curry favor with her, but Lu Xiangxian never went to pay his respects. When the princess plotted a rebellion and summoned the prime ministers for a discussion, she said, "The Prince of Ning is the elder. We should not depose the legitimate heir and establish an illegitimate one." Lu Xiangxian asked, "Then how did the emperor come to the throne?" The princess said, "The emperor had made meritorious service at one time, but now he has lost his virtue. How can we not depose him?" Lu Xiangxian replied, "If one is established because of merit, then one can only be deposed because of guilt. Now we haven't heard of any faults of the emperor. How can we depose him?" The princess was angry and conspired with Dou Huaizhen and others. Eventually, she was executed. At that time, Lu Xiangxian, Xiao Zhizhong, Cen Xi and others were implicated because they were promoted by the princess and were about to be executed together. Emperor Xuanzong quickly summoned them and pardoned them, saying, "Only in the cold winter can we know that the pine and cypress are the last to wither!" Because of his contribution in protecting the emperor, Lu Xiangxian was enfeoffed as the Duke of Yan and was given two hundred households for tax revenue. 

At first, when the trouble occurred, Emperor Ruizong ascended the Chengtian Tower. As the officials gradually gathered, the emperor waved his hand and said, "Those who help me stay, and those who don't leave!" So some people handed in their names to prove their loyalty. After the matter was settled, Emperor Xuanzong got the names that had been handed in and ordered Lu Xiangxian to investigate. Lu Xiangxian burned all of them. The emperor was very angry and wanted to punish him as well. Lu Xiangxian kowtowed and apologized, saying, "It is loyalty to come to the aid of the emperor in times of trouble. Your Majesty is using virtue to transform the world. How can you kill those who act righteously? Therefore, I disobeyed the order to reassure those who were in a state of unease. How dare I evade death?" The emperor understood and thought well of him. At that time, they were thoroughly investigating the partisans of Xiao Zhizhong and Cen Xi. Lu Xiangxian secretly pleaded for their rescue and saved many people, and no one knew about it at that time. 

He was removed from his position as chancellor and appointed as the chief - administrator of the Grand Governor's Office of Yizhou and the inspector of Jiannan. In governance, he advocated benevolence and forgiveness. The assistant - governor, Wei Baozhen, remonstrated with him, saying, "You should enforce strict beatings and punishments to show your authority. Otherwise, the people will be slack and have no fear." He replied, "The purpose of governance is to manage well. Is it necessary to use the law to establish authority?" In the end, he didn't follow the advice, and the people in Shu were influenced. He was gradually transferred to be the governor of Puzhou and concurrently served as the inspector of Hedong. When a junior official committed a crime, he just admonished and sent him away. A senior official argued with him, believing that the junior official should be caned. Lu Xiangxian said, "People's feelings are generally not very different. Do you think he doesn't understand what I said? If you must insist on punishment, it should start with you." The senior official was ashamed and retreated. He once said, "In fact, there are no troubles in the world. It's just that mediocre people make them complicated. As long as we clarify the root cause, why worry that things won't be simplified?" Therefore, the local people and officials in the places where he served all held him in affection.  

He entered the capital to serve as the steward of the Crown Prince. He successively held the position of Minister of the Ministry of Revenue and was in charge of the personnel selection in the Ministry of Personnel. He was excused from office due to his mother's death. He was recalled to serve as the chief - administrator of the Grand Governor's Office of Yangzhou. He was promoted to be the junior guardian of the Crown Prince. He died at the age of seventy - two. He was posthumously awarded the title of Left Prime Minister of the Secretariat, with the posthumous title of Wenzhen. At first, Lu Xiangxian was named Lu Jingchu. Emperor Ruizong said, "You can carry on the family's cause. This is what it means to resemble a worthy person." So he was given the name "Xiangxian".  

His younger brother, Lu Jingqian, served as the magistrate of Fugou. Bi Gou, the inspector of Henan, was evaluating the performance of the prefectures and counties and wanted to get the real situation. An official reported the situation, saying, "Some are seemingly honest, some are fraudulently honest, but only Lu Jingqian is truly honest." He finally served as a supervisory censor. 

Lu Jingrong was seven feet tall, with a beautiful appearance, and was kind - hearted and amiable. He was erudite and good at calligraphy. He was appointed as a guard of the imperial palace through hereditary privilege and then transferred to be the magistrate of Xinzheng. He had excellent political achievements and was gradually promoted to be the Minister of the Ministry of Works and the military governor in charge of the Eastern Capital. After his death, he was posthumously awarded the title of the governor of Guangling Commandery. Lu Jingrong was the half - brother of Lu Xiangxian (born of the same father but a different mother). When Lu Xiangxian was beaten, Lu Jingrong remonstrated with their mother. When his remonstration didn't work, he beat himself. His mother then reduced the severity of the punishment. People praised his fraternal affection. His great - great - grandson was Lu Xisheng.  

Lu Xisheng was erudite and good at writing. He was well - versed in the "Book of Changes", the "Spring and Autumn Annals" and the "Laozi", and had written many treatises. Zheng Yu, the governor of Shangzhou, recommended him to be an official under his command. Later, he left and lived in seclusion in Yixing. After a long time, he was summoned to be a right remonstrant. At that time, sycophants and corrupt officials held power, and there were successive years of poor harvests, especially in Liang and Song. Lu Xisheng saw the dilapidation of the prefectures and counties and suggested that they should be vigilant against bandits. The next year, Wang Xianzhi rebelled, and the rebellion spread to dozens of prefectures and could not be controlled. He was gradually promoted to be the governor of Shezhou. Emperor Zhaozong heard of his name, summoned him to be a courtier in charge of reviewing memorials, and appointed him as the vice - minister of the Ministry of Revenue and a grand councilor. During his tenure, he didn't have much influence. He was removed from office and made the junior master of the Crown Prince. When Li Maozhen and others' troops invaded the capital, he fled from the disaster while being ill. After his death, he was posthumously awarded the title of Left Attendant of the Secretariat, with the posthumous title of Wen. Yuanfang's uncle was Yuqing.  

Yuqing was the grandson of Xun, the right - guard general of the Chen Dynasty.  He was elegant and had the demeanor of his ancestors.  After he came of age, his name was not well - known.  His elder brother, Xuanbiao, sighed and said, "You haven't achieved fame and an official position. What can you do?" Yuqing was inspired.  He closed the door and read books for three years and was known for his erudition.  He passed the imperial examination in the highest - grade and was appointed as a county magistrate in Xiao.  He was gradually promoted to be a county magistrate in Yangcheng.  When Empress Wu went to offer sacrifices to Mount Song, he was rewarded for his well - arranged preparations and was promoted to be a supervisory censor.  In the early years of the Shengli era, the Dangxiang people in the Ling and Sheng prefectures enticed the northern barbarians to invade the border.  Yuqing was ordered by the imperial edict to offer appeasement.  He showed them kindness and trust, and the tribal chiefs led their people to submit to the court. He was promoted to be a palace attendant censor and a Sheren of the Phoenix Pavilion.  Once, the empress asked him to draft an imperial edict in the palace hall.  He was so frightened that he couldn't utter a single word and was demoted to be the director of the left department. After a long time, he was enfeoffed as the Duke of Guangping Commandery and the junior assistant of the Crown Prince.  

Yuqing would spare no effort to recommend those from humble backgrounds and late - blooming talents. When someone made a mistake, he would point it out directly to their face but say nothing about it afterwards. In the early years of the Kaiyuan era, he served as an envoy for pacification in Henan and Hebei. He recommended Sun Ti from Fuchun, Wei Shu from Jingzhao, Jiang Lie from Wuxing, and Daxi Xun from Henan, all of whom later became well - known scholars. He was promoted to be the minister of the Supreme Court. He finally served as the steward of the Crown Prince and was posthumously given the title of Zhuang. 

He was on good terms with Zhao Zhengu, Lu Zangyong, Chen Ziang, Du Shenyan, Song Zhiwen, Bi Gou, Guo Xiwei, Sima Chengzhen, and Monk Huaiyi. They were then known as the "Ten Friends Beyond the Mortal World". Yuqing's talent was not as good as that of Chen Ziang and the others, but he was more elegant, quick - witted and eloquent than them. 

In the beginning, during the reign of Empress Wu, cruel officials were in power. In the reign of Emperor Zhongzong, favored officials and noble princesses' illegal appointments were widespread. Those who were greedy for profit and afraid of disasters were involved in embezzlement. Although they were quickly promoted to high positions, they were soon punished. Yuqing adhered to the right path. Although his official career was not very prominent, he never had any regrets.  

His son, Zao, styled Zhongcai, passed the Mingjing examination and was appointed as a county magistrate in Chang'an. He was known for his integrity and ability. In the early years of the Kaiyuan era, the children of court officials were not allowed to serve in the capital area, so he was transferred to be the magistrate of Xinxiang. The locals built a shrine for him. Recommended by the inspector - general Yuwen Rong, he was promoted to be the magistrate of Mianchi. He was gradually promoted to be the director of the Ministry of War and served as the cavalry envoy. After returning, he was appointed as the magistrate of Luoyang. At that time, the emperor was in Luoyang. He cracked down on the evil and powerful, and no one dared to break the law. He was highly regarded by Xiao Song, the chief councilor. After Xiao Song was removed from office, other prime ministers asked him to secretly investigate Xiao Song's faults. Zao said, "When making friends with others, one should not even mention their mistakes, let alone when there are none?" Because of this, he offended the noble and powerful. He was sent out of the capital to be the deputy governor of Taiyuan. He was gradually transferred to be the governor of Xihe and was enfeoffed as the Baron of Ping'en County. There were many tigers in the subordinate counties. Previous governors had set up traps, but when Zao arrived, he removed them, and the tigers no longer caused harm.  

Wang Jishan was from Handan, Mingzhou. His father, Wang June, was a man of profound strategy. During the upheaval at the end of the Sui Dynasty, Wang Junguo of Bingzhou raided Handan. Wang June went to persuade him, saying, "The Sui Dynasty has lost control, and heroes are rising to quell the chaos. You should soothe and take in the surviving people and protect them, observe the changes in the situation, and wait for the true lord. You have neither a single inch of land nor provisions for ten days. You are leading a mob and causing chaos just by wantonly looting. People are disappointed wherever you pass. I'm really ashamed for you." Wang Junguo apologized and asked, "What's your plan?" Wang June replied, "You should first take the strategic Jingxing Pass." Wang Junguo followed his advice and camped on Jingxing Mountain. When Emperor Gaozu entered the pass, Wang June came with Wang Junguo. He was appointed as a great general and enfeoffed as the Duke of Xinxing County. He was gradually promoted to the left - martial - guard general. He followed Emperor Taizong on the expedition to Liaodong, leading the left - garrison camp troops. He fought against the Goguryeo at Mount Zhubishan and died in the battle. He was posthumously appointed as the left - guard great general, the governor of Youzhou, and the Duke of Xing. He was buried beside Emperor Taizong's tomb, Zhaoling.  

Because of his father's sacrifice in the war, Wang Jishan was appointed as a court - gentleman - at - large and inherited the title of the Duke of Xing. When Crown Prince Hong was established, Wang Jishan was promoted to be the left - attendant - for - the - crown - prince. The crown prince held a banquet in the palace and ordered the palace officials to perform acrobatic stunts. Wang Jishan declined, saying, "Your Highness has professional entertainers. If I follow your order, it won't be a good example for the prince's entourage." The crown prince thanked him. Emperor Gaozong heard about this and rewarded him with a hundred bolts of silk. He was appointed as the right - thousand - bull - guard general. The emperor said, "Because of your loyalty and prudence, I've promoted you to this important third - rank position. Unless on special errands, officials are not allowed to come to me. You carry a large sword and stand by my side. Do you know how noble this position is?" He was later relieved of his post due to illness. He was then recalled to be the minister of the palace guards. During the Chuigong era, he successively served as the minister of the department in charge of the imperial clan. There was a famine in Shandong, and he was ordered by the imperial edict to be an envoy for inspection and relief. He was appointed as the minister of the Ministry of Rites. He was sent out of the capital to be the governor of Qinzhou and the chief administrator of Yizhou. He was promoted to be a grand master for glorious service and retired due to old age and illness.  

In the first year of the Shengong era, the Khitans invaded Shandong. Wang Jishan was promoted to be the governor of Wei Prefecture. Empress Wu encouraged him, saying, "The rebellious enemy is raiding the border. Although you're ill, you can travel with your wife and children, covering thirty li a day. You can govern the place from your sick - bed for me and serve as a shield." Then she asked him about the gains and losses of the current court administration. Wang Jishan presented his views on how to achieve good governance and avoid chaos. The empress was pleased and said, "Fighting against the invaders is of secondary importance. Assisting in state governance is the primary one. You can't go." He was retained and appointed as the grand councilor. Lai Junchen was imprisoned and sentenced to death. The empress wanted to release him and spare his life. Wang Jishan said, "Lai Junchen is a cruel and cunning villain. He associates with outlaws and slaughters the good. The whole country hates him. If we don't eliminate this chief criminal, it will cause chaos and disasters, and our worries won't end." The empress accepted his advice. When Prince Luling returned, Wang Jishan secretly supported the plan. After the prince became the crown prince, he also suggested that the crown prince should appear in the outer court to reassure the officials.  

Wang Jishan was not very well - versed in literature, but he was honest and upright, unyielding in the face of events, and had the integrity of a great minister. At that time, Zhang Yizhi and Zhang Changzong relied on the empress's favor. Every time they attended banquets, they showed no respect as court officials. Wang Jishan repeatedly criticized and restrained them. The empress was unhappy and said, "You're old. You're not suitable to accompany me on outings and banquets. Just oversee the affairs in the office." Wang Jishan then submitted a sick - leave application for more than a month. The empress didn't inquire about him. He sighed, "Can the chief councilor not see the emperor for a single day?" So he requested to retire, but the empress still didn't allow it. He was transferred to be the left prime minister of the Ministry of Government Affairs and concurrently held the third - rank position in the central government. He died at the age of eighty - two. He was posthumously appointed as the grand governor of Yizhou, given the posthumous title of Zhen, and buried beside Emperor Gaozong's tomb, Qianling.  

Li Rizhi was from Xingyang, Zhengzhou. He passed the imperial examination. During the Tianbao era, he successively served as the assistant of the Ministry of Justice.  At that time, the laws were strict, and officials competed to be cruel, but Li Rizhi was still fair, lenient and didn't fabricate charges. Once he saved a prisoner from death. Hu Yuanli, the deputy minister of the Ministry of Justice, insisted that it was unacceptable and said, "As long as I'm still in this office, the prisoner has no chance of survival. " Li Rizhi said, "As long as I'm still in this office, the prisoner should not be sentenced to death." Both of them reported the case to the higher - level authorities, and Empress Wu adopted Li Rizhi's opinion.  

In the early Shenlong era, he served as a courtier in charge of scrutinizing memorials. His mother was old and ill. He requested an urgent leave to take care of her. In just a few days, his hair and beard turned white. His mother passed away before she could be conferred a title. Just as she was being buried, the official came with the imperial edict of posthumous conferment. Li Rizhi fainted on the road. Those around him shed tears and couldn't bear to look. The inspection envoy Lu Jingqian wanted to commend his filial piety and asked for a statement about his deeds, but Li Rizhi declined and didn't report it. After the mourning period, he was gradually promoted to be the vice - director of the Palace Secretariat. 

In the early Jingyun era, he served as a chancellor and was later transferred to be the censor - in - chief while still participating in state affairs. Initially, when the residence of Princess Anle was completed, Emperor Zhongzong visited it and held a banquet for his attendants, asking them to compose poems. In Li Rizhi's final lines, he alone used them for admonition. Another day, Emperor Ruizong said to him, "Even I didn't dare to offer admonition at that time. If it weren't for your integrity, who could have done so?" Then he was appointed as the minister of the palace. In the first year of the Xiantian era, he was removed from the position of chancellor and became the minister of justice. He repeatedly requested to retire, and his request was granted. Before making the request, Li Rizhi didn't discuss it with his family. When he returned home to prepare for his departure, his wife was shocked and said, "Our property is so meager. Why









d2d_images/cover.jpg
e The »New ‘,






d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png
-

-

-

7O





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





