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INTRODUCTION

I’VE GOT THE STRANGEST FEELING
I’M BEING TURNED INTO A PUPPET.

—The Flash, from the cover of 1962’s The Flash #133

There is a kind of delightful absurdity that you can only find in comic books—a world where a character can say, in all sincerity, that he has the feeling he is turning into a puppet and the audience just keeps reading on as if that statement makes perfect sense. This book is a celebration of that special absurdity, as we dissect the history of comic books with a series of lists. The lists are based on the various features that I have been doing at my comic book blog, Comics Should Be Good, for the past seven years. A number of the lists feature the results of popularity polls voted on by readers of Comic Book Resources (the largest online comic book community in North America) while others detail strange pieces of comic book history, like the craziest items Batman has carried in his utility belt (including, as you might have guessed, a particular type of aquatic animal repellent).

The lists are grouped into six parts. One for lists about comic book characters, one for lists about comic book creators, one for lists about comic book storylines, one for lists that go “beyond the panels” (like comic book covers and strange comic book ads, like ones for X-ray glasses), one for lists about the crossover between comic books and pop culture (like notable rock bands that have taken their names from comic books), and finally, one for lists about movies and television shows based on comic books. Intermixed among my lists are a number of lists from various notable comic book writers and artists, including Kick-Ass creator Mark Millar and Dave Gibbons, cocreator of Watchmen.

Something you’ll likely realize after you are finished reading is that while, yes, comic books do enjoy that special kind of absurdity I mentioned before, there is a certain nobility to them as well. After all, one of the most famous comic book quotes is the mantra Peter Parker lives his life by: “With great power comes great responsibility” (a quote, by the way, that Peter credits to his uncle Ben even though we never actually see Uncle Ben say it in the comics—see, you’re learning stuff already!).

I hope you enjoy this collection!

Brian Cronin
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TEN CRAZY ITEMS FOUND ON BATMAN’S UTILITY BELT

Batman’s utility belt is one of his most powerful weapons in his fight against crime, containing all sorts of important tools: explosives, “Batarangs,” and the ever-so-specific “choking gas.” It also holds something else: the ability to overcome seemingly insurmountable situations! Over the years, whenever a writer has needed a particular plot device, Batman’s utility belt has magically held the answer. Convenient, eh? Here are ten of the craziest things found on it and how they were used:


1 Aquatic “sound recorder” (Batman #117). While on another planet for a mission, Batman uses a “sound recorder” to listen to footsteps on the bottom of the ocean while tracking an undersea creature.

2 Bat-freeze pill (Detective Comics #362). When the Riddler creates a bomb that is set off by body heat, Batman conveniently pulls out a “Bat-freeze pill” from his utility belt that lowers his body temperature enough to deactivate the bomb.

3 Batman balloon (Batman #115). Batman is transported back in time, where he must save a village from some dastardly bad guys. He inflates a giant Batman balloon, which convinces them that he’s a huge, all-powerful genie, and scares them off.

4 Batman costume (Batman #71). Always prepared for emergencies (fashion or otherwise), Batman carries a special lightweight version of his costume inside his utility belt. It comes in handy during this issue, when he disguises a bad guy as Batman to fool the rest of his crew.

5 A crayon (Batman #149). While riding aboard a runaway train, Batman remarks how lucky it is that both he and Robin carry crayons with them at all times, as it allows them to draw a (surely very convincing) stop sign that they throw into the street to prevent traffic from being struck by the train.

6 Geiger counter (Batman #117). While on a mission to another planet, Batman conveniently has a miniature Geiger counter that allows him to track a radioactive monster.

7 Makeup kit (Batman #4). Batman uses a makeup kit from his utility belt to make himself look exactly like a professional football quarterback who has been kidnapped by a gambling ring in an effort to throw the “big game.” Not only is he a convincing doppelgänger but he is also, unsurprisingly, great at football and wins the big game.

8 Marble (Detective Comics #173). Batman and Robin have some pretty unique uses for an ordinary marble. If you roll it down steps, it simulates footsteps, and if you place it under your arm, it stops your pulse so that you can feign death. Don’t question the logic of it—if Batman says it stops the pulse, it must!

9 Secret identity disc (Detective Comics #185). In this issue, Batman debuts a new addition to the belt—a small disc that, when treated with a special chemical, reveals Batman’s true identity. Batman’s theory is that if he is ever in a situation where he is near certain death, he would use the chemicals to let everyone know who Batman really was, to ward off anyone trying to take advantage of his death to impersonate him.

10 Shark repellent. Shark repellent has made not one, but two appearances in the world of Batman. In the 1966 Batman film, Batman uses “shark-repellent Bat-Spray” to dislodge a shark that attached itself to his leg while he was climbing down the Bat Ladder (yes, it is actually labeled “Bat Ladder”) from the Bat-Copter to a yacht, after getting a tip that the owner of the yacht was in danger. Interestingly enough, the shark-repellent Bat-Spray did not come from Batman’s utility belt: Robin tosses it to Batman, with excellent timing, too. Unbeknownst to Batman, the shark had a time bomb inside of it designed to blow up when Batman was nearby.
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Amazingly enough, though, Batman actually used shark repellent in his utility belt eight years earlier, in Batman #117. While on a mission to another world, Batman used the shark repellent within his utility belt to distract an underwater monster.


FIFTEEN ALLITERATIVE COMIC BOOK NAMES CREATED BY STAN LEE

During the early 1960s, when Marvel began putting out superhero comics again after avoiding the genre for most of the 1950s, Stan Lee was scripting practically every series. Lee was also the only editor Marvel had, so he only had himself to rely on when it came to correcting errors in character names. Lee devised a trick to help himself remember the names of his characters: he would use alliteration. Here are thirteen of Stan Lee’s most famous alliterative names from Marvel Comics during the 1960s, plus two he invented by accident.


1 Peter Parker (Spider-Man’s alter ego)

2 J. Jonah Jameson (publisher of the Daily Bugle and Peter Parker’s boss)

3 Betty Brant (Jameson’s secretary at the Bugle and Peter Parker’s first girlfriend)

4 Otto Octavius (Spider-Man villain Doctor Octopus’s alter ego)

5 Curt Connors (friend of Spider-Man, also transforms into the evil Lizard)

6 Bruce Banner (the Hulk’s alter ego)

7 Reed Richards (Mister Fantastic of the Fantastic Four)

8 Sue Storm (Invisible Girl of the Fantastic Four)

9 Doctor Doom/Victor Von Doom (the Fantastic Four’s nemesis works either way!)

10 Scott Summers (Cyclops of the X-Men)

11 Warren Worthington (Angel of the X-Men)

12 Matt Murdock (Daredevil)

13 Stephen Strange (Doctor Strange, Sorcerer Supreme)



And the two accidental ones? They are:


14 Peter Palmer (In the first printing of The Amazing Spider-Man #1, Lee twice accidentally called Peter Parker Peter Palmer—it was corrected in further reprintings of the issue.)

15 Bob Banner (Lee accidentally referred to Bruce Banner as Bob on more than one occasion. This error led Lee to reveal that Bruce is Banner’s middle name, and the name that he normally goes by. Clever, Stan!)




FIVE WEIRDEST MEMBERS OF THE GREEN LANTERN CORPS

When one of your primary members looks sort of like a chicken (Tomar-Re), the bar is pretty high to be considered one of the oddest members of the Green Lantern Corps. The following five members meet that challenge.


1 Apros. Apros was one of the longest-serving and highly decorated members of the Green Lantern Corps. He also happened to be one of the weirdest looking, appearing to be some sort of cross between a jellyfish and a plant. Since he had no mouth, his primary method of communication was telepathy, which helped him be a sort of spiritual adviser to the corps.

2 Ch’p. Ch’p, well, looked like a chipmunk. He served honorably with the corps for years, being one of the few Green Lanterns to maintain their ring when the central Green Lantern battery was destroyed during the 1980s. Sadly, Ch’p met his end when he was hit by a yellow tractor trailer (with all of its powers, the ring can’t protect against anything yellow).

3 Bzzd. Bzzd is a current Green Lantern who is about the size of a housefly. However, don’t let his small size fool you, like it has some villains.

4 Gallus Zed. Gallus Zed was a long-serving member of the Green Lantern Corps who was also one of the weirdest looking: just a giant head with arms and legs.

5 Mogo. In a short story by Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons, a bounty hunter spends years on a planet searching for the mysterious Mogo. After finally mapping out the planet, he is shocked: he knew where Mogo was all along—because he was literally standing on it.
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Yep, Mogo was a Green Lantern and a planet! Sadly, he was recently destroyed in battle.


NINE GREAT NONWHITE COMIC BOOK CHARACTERS (PLUS ONE INTERESTINGLY DIVERSE WHITE GUY)

GREG PAK

As a half-Korean, half-Caucasian writer and filmmaker, I’ve always had a special interest in seeing different faces on the big screen and on the comic book page. For those interested in exploring the history and potential of diverse casting in comics, here’s a list of some of the greatest characters to get you started.


1 The Sub-Mariner, a.k.a. Namor McKenzie, created by Bill Everett (Marvel Comics #1, 1939). I include Namor because he’s half Atlantean and because his first story in Marvel Comics #1 ends with the words, “And so Namor dives into the ocean again—on his way to further adventures in his crusade against white men!” In 1939. And he’s the hero of the story.

2 Joseph “Robbie” Robertson, created by Stan Lee and John Romita Sr. (Amazing Spider-Man #51, 1967). As a kid, I was strongly impressed by Robbie Robertson, the even-keeled and warmhearted managing editor of the Daily Bugle. Robertson was one of the first nonstereotypical African American men I saw in any media, and the unspoken but undeniable reality that he was a nonwhite man working in a position of authority in a largely white world seized my interest. Robertson’s understated, everyday kindness and bravery felt real to me. He provided some valuable food for thought and coping lessons for this particular kid of color. (Thanks, Stan and John!)

3 Storm, a.k.a. Ororo Munroe, created by Len Wein and Dave Cockrum (Giant-Size X-Men #1, 1975). Arguably the most famous of all nonwhite superheroes, Ororo Munroe is an African American orphan turned Cairo street thief who ends up worshipped as a rain goddess in the Serengeti before joining the X-Men. I love Storm for her epically huge backstory, her indomitable strength of character, and all her contrasts.

4 The cast of Love and Rockets, created by Jaime and Gilbert Hernandez (Love and Rockets #1, 1981). For thirty years, the Hernandez brothers have triumphed in one of the greatest world-building endeavors in comics history, telling stories ranging from quirky sci-fi to punk rock melodrama to magical realism, featuring a massive cast of diverse characters. Their success is proof that creators telling great stories featuring compelling nonwhite characters can win international acclaim and legendary status. (Side note: it helps that the Hernandezes are geniuses.)

5 Marlys, created by Lynda Barry (Ernie Pook’s Comeek, 1987). Eisner Award–winning cartoonist Lynda Barry is a quarter Filipina, as is her most famous creation, a girl named Marlys. Marlys’s awkward, funny, scary, beautiful life is depicted in the hilarious and occasionally heartbreaking strip Ernie Pook’s Comeek. Marlys provides great support for the Spike Lee adage that the more specific something is, the more universal it becomes.

6 Static, a.k.a. Virgil Ovid Hawkins, created by Dwayne McDuffie and John Paul Leon (Static #1, 1993). While working as an editor at Marvel in 1989, Static cocreator Dwayne McDuffie infamously wrote a staff memo in the form of a fake pitch for “Teenage Negro Ninja Thrashers,” a book that would feature a group of “teen-aged negroes” with “cosmic-powered skateboards,” “a smart white friend,” circa 1974 hair and clothes, and “bizarre speech patterns, unrecognizable by any member of any culture on the planet.” A few years later, McDuffie and the other creators behind Milestone Media put everything on the line by creating the Dakotaverse, a comic book universe featuring nonwhite superheroes, including Static, who went on to star in the Static Shock television show for four seasons. McDuffie, who tragically passed away in February 2011, remains an inspiration to anyone interested in diversity in comics and proof that individual creators can make a huge difference.

7 Alex Wilder, created by Brian K. Vaughan and Adrian Alphona (Runaways #1, 2003). As the brilliant leader and then betrayer of the young heroes known as the Runaways, Alex Wilder represents a broadening of opportunity for nonwhite characters. Back in the day, Robbie Robertson blew me away because he was the kind of human being I wanted to be. But Alex Wilder blows me away for a different reason: he is brilliant and funny and multidimensional—and a villain.

8 Chin-Kee, created by Gene Yang (American Born Chinese, 2006). I’ve described Gene Yang’s American Born Chinese as possibly the greatest Asian American male coming-of-age story in any medium, and the character of Chin-Kee is critical to the book’s success. As a deeply painful (and sometimes hilarious) combination of every horrific stereotype about Asian men, Chin-Kee represents Yang’s willingness to directly grapple with stereotypes rather than just present alternatives.

9 Miles Morales, a.k.a. Spider-Man (Ultimate Universe), created by Brian Michael Bendis and Sara Pichelli (Ultimate Fallout #4, 2011). I’ll admit it—I haven’t yet read Ultimate Spider-Man #1, the first issue of Miles Morales’s starring vehicle, because it hasn’t hit stores as I write this. But already Miles Morales has become one of the most important nonwhite characters in comics. Brian Michael Bendis, the biggest writer in mainstream comics, has just put a half-black, half-Latino kid into the costume of Marvel’s most recognizable character. Plenty of comic fans have expressed reasonable opinions both for and against the move. But a shocking number of flat-out racists came out of the woodwork on the mainstream media sites when the news debuted, which is strong evidence that the world still desperately needs exactly this kind of storytelling. As a half-Korean kid, I had no trouble identifying with Peter Parker. Kids of all backgrounds will have no trouble identifying with Miles Morales. And in a small but real way, the world will be a little bit better of a place for us all to live.



And the interestingly diverse white guy?

Magneto, a.k.a. Erik Lensherr, a.k.a. Max Eisenhardt, created by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby (X-Men #1, 1963). Okay, yes, Magneto is white. But he’s also a mutant, which many readers of Marvel comic books have interpreted as a stand-in for anyone discriminated against for race, ethnicity, or sexual preference. Even more interestingly, in the 1980s legendary X-Men writer Chris Claremont gave Magneto a backstory as a Holocaust survivor, and suddenly a fun villain became one of the greatest characters in comics, inspiring unending discussions about the thin line between hero and monster. (Full disclosure: I wrote the Magneto Testament miniseries in 2007, which tells Magneto’s origin story as a German Jewish boy struggling to save his family from the rise of the Nazis and the Final Solution.)

Greg Pak is a filmmaker and comic book writer best known for directing the award-winning feature film Robot Stories, writing the epic “Planet Hulk” and “World War Hulk” comic book storylines, and cowriting (with Fred Van Lente) the fan favorite Incredible Hercules series for Marvel Comics. He currently writes Herc (with Van Lente) and Astonishing X-Men.


SIX CAMEOS BY CLARK KENT AND LOIS LANE OUTSIDE DC COMICS

Clark Kent and Lois Lane are very busy reporters—so busy that one comic book company is not enough for them! They pop up quite frequently in comic books by other publishers. Here are six cameos of Clark and Lois in comic books outside DC Comics.


1 X-Men #98. In this Christmas issue, the X-Men are celebrating the holidays when they walk past Clark, Lois, and what appears to be longtime DC Comics editor Julius Schwartz.

2 Marvel Team-Up #79. In another Christmas issue, Clark stops by the Daily Bugle to visit with his fellow reporters.

[image: ]

3 Thor #341. Thor, now free of his human identity of Don Blake, needs to find a way to appear inconspicuous when on Earth. Nick Fury suggests that he slick his hair back and wear eyeglasses, as, after all, it works for “that other guy.” That other guy then bumps into Thor on the next page.

4 WildC.A.T.s #8. In the only Image comic on this list, Clark and Lois enjoy a cruise along with a few members of the WildC.A.T.s. Cyclops and Jean Grey of the X-Men are also on the same cruise, as are grown-up versions of Beavis and Butt-Head, oddly enough.

5 The Ultimates #3. Lois, Clark, and Jimmy Olsen appear in this issue to interview Tony Stark about the introduction of the Ultimates superhero team.

6 Marvel Knights: Spider-Man #4. An injured Peter Parker escapes from the hospital wearing just his hospital gown and he passes by a familiar-looking office, as Clark, Lois, and Jimmy watch him go.
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TOP SIX CHARACTERS KNOWN FOR SITTING AROUND

PETER DAVID


1 Charles Xavier
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2 Niles Caulder
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3 Barbara Gordon
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4 MODOK
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5 Hector Hammond
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6 Metron
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A self-proclaimed “writer of stuff,” Peter David has written acclaimed comic books, novels, TV scripts, screenplays, video games, and lists for books about comic books. You name it, Peter has written it. And likely won an award for doing so! His most famous comic book work is likely his run on The Incredible Hulk, which he wrote for more than a decade. He currently writes X-Factor for Marvel.
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