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Master Your Chess with Judit Polgar!

Throughout my chess education, I was taught chess through a very unique pedagogical system that meant exposure to the game for extended hours on a day-to-day basis from as early as age 5.

Obviously, such dedication is almost impossible in our modern world where one has a job and perhaps a family, and thus limited time for one’s most cherished passion: chess. Accordingly, in this book, my co-author Andras Toth and I offer you a concentrated, yet thoroughly efficient, starter kit that aims to set your chess on the right path: upwards!

This book is based on the online MoveTrainer and Video course of the same name we have published with Chessable.com. As an attempt to provide a rock-solid foundation to your game, we are going to cover all aspects of the game from the opening to the endgame. Again, we will do this in a unique and very focused fashion. Instead of wading through masses of opening theory, we are going to examine the main culprits that allow positions to break down early.

We are going to look at the foundations of tactical play and will begin to delve into the most common positional themes. Last but not least, we are going to learn about endgame techniques and use endgame studies, not only to establish solid theoretical knowledge but to greatly enhance our calculation skills!

All this is going to be presented to you through a selection of games played by me and other leading experts of our royal game.

Let me be your guide to chess mastery!

Judit Polgar,

Budapest, February 2022






Explanation of symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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	White to move
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	Black to move



	♔

	King



	♕

	Queen



	♖

	Rook



	♗

	Bishop



	♘

	Knight
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	White stands slightly better
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	Black stands slightly better
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	White stands better
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	Black stands better



	+–

	White has a decisive advantage



	–+

	Black has a decisive advantage



	=

	balanced position



	!

	good move



	!!

	excellent move



	?

	bad move



	??

	blunder



	!?

	interesting move



	?!

	dubious move



	#

	mate



	ch

	championship



	zt

	zonal tournament



	izt

	interzonal tournament



	ct

	candidates tournament



	tt

	team tournament



	ol

	olympiad



	m

	match




Explanation of colored features in diagrams:





	[image: Images]

	Green: good move, structure, plan or square
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	Blue: options, ideas, possibilities
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	Red: the piece or square is threatened or weak









PART I

Opening Disasters






PART I

Opening Disasters

How to recognise and exploit mistakes in the opening

Introduction

From the very beginning of my chess career, I was the kind of player that enjoyed catching out my opponents with tactical tricks. This enthusiasm for tactical play, in combination with a sound opening repertoire and a good understanding of basic chess principles, allowed me on a number of memorable occasions to beat my opponents in the early phases of our games.

Part of any tactician’s toolkit is the ability to recognize an opponent’s mistakes and refute them. To begin, then, we are going to take a deeper look at the most typical opening mistakes and their refutations. In the first part, which is divided into three chapters, we will set out three of the most common opening mistakes. These are: materialism, poor development, and lack of central control. We will also give some preliminary advice on how to avoid or refute them.




Exercises Chapter 1 – Materialism


Exercise 1

[image: images]

White to move




Exercise 2

[image: images]

White to move




Exercise 3

[image: images]

White to move




Exercise 4

[image: images]

White to move






Answers Chapter 1 – Materialism


Solution 1

[image: images]

10. ♖h2!




Solution 2

[image: images]

11. ♗xd5




Solution 3

[image: images]

10.0-0!




Solution 4

[image: images]

19. ♖d3!








CHAPTER 1

Materialism

Materialism is what happens when players can’t resist the temptation to gain material at the expense of development or their king safety. My advice: prioritise dynamic play and piece mobility over material gain as often as possible.

Game 1  French Defense

Wilhelm Steinitz

Henry Bird

London m 1866 (9)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.♘c3 dxe4 4.♘xe4 ♘f6

[image: image]

What better way can we kick off this chapter than with a great miniature from the first World Champion! This game was part of a match against the established English master, which Steinitz won 7-5. In this game, however, we will see more than a class of difference between the two! Bird’s last move is an inaccurate/provocative one, and White immediately sets about to exploit it:

5.♘xf6+!

The capture is the most natural and logical move, especially because it forces Black to bring his queen out too early or to compromise his pawn structure.

5...♕xf6

[image: image]


Bird opts to bring his queen out, something towards we should immediately direct our attention.

How should White begin his development?

5...gxf6 creates a compact pawn mass near the center. This doubled pawn is actually not a major issue but it would disallow Black to safely castle kingside.

6.♘f3!

Apart from the fact that this move meets the ‘knights before bishops’ principle, it also prepares the annoying ♗g5. This principle is a very general rule that suggests we should develop our knights before bishops. Although the ‘rule’ gets broken very often, as a principle is well-founded as most openings prefer knights on f3 and c3 (and f6 as c6 for Black), whereas the placement of the bishops tend to vary on a much larger scale.

6...♘c6

[image: image]

White now has a fair few very attractive moves at his disposal. Steinitz opted for the most aggressive continuation:

7.♗g5

The first juicy tempo on the royalty and definitely not the last one! When your opponent plays unsound moves that violate chess principles, the best policy is to stick to simple, aggressive moves yourself!

7.♗d3 is also possible, with the idea of trapping the queen after ♗g5. And 7...♘xd4?? runs straight into 8.♘xd4 ♕xd4 9.♗b5+ when Black loses the queen.

7...♕f5

Right away a poor response in return. Although 7...♕g6 would also have allowed 8.♗d3 with tempo, at least the queen would have gained temporary relief on h5, 8...♕h5.

[image: image]

How should White press the issue against the queen now?


8.♗d3!

Yet another developing move with a tempo. Black is already in severe trouble – however, now things will quickly turn from bad to worse!

8...♕g4

[image: image]

A very greedy and therefore terrible choice. Black has the g2-pawn in the crosshairs but this is just the typical move that ought to lose! In such cases, your thinking should change into another gear, a more aggressive one, and instead of even considering defense (no way!) you should look for aggressive moves to exploit the opponent’s poor play. Now we can trap the queen with a few forcing moves.

9.h3!

Not only do we not care about the loss of the totally irrelevant g2-pawn but in fact we are trying to force Black to capture it.

9...♕xg2

9...♕h5 10.g4 and the queen is gone!

[image: image]

Now it is time to put the icing on the cake.

How can we trap her majesty?

10.♖h2!

A slightly unusual way to trap the queen but this move keeps h3 protected and there are still no checks on the back rank.

10.♖g1? would be wrong in view of 10...♕xh3, when the black queen escapes.

10...♕xh2 11.♘xh2 ♘xd4

[image: image]


Having lost his queen, Bird is trying to take as much material as possible, but as we already know, greed and materialism are two of the greatest chess sins.

What beautiful tactic made Bird suspend further resistance?

12.♗b5+! 1-0

A lovely discovered attack, utilizing the vulnerability of the black king as well as the undefended d4-knight. A textbook example about the importance of development and also a superb demonstration about what to do when our opponent breaks multiple opening principles!

12...♘xb5 13.♕d8#.

Game 2  Sicilian Defense

Judit Polgar 2675

Joel Lautier 2653

Cannes rapid 2001 (1.3)

1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗b5 g6 4.0-0 ♗g7 5.c3 ♘f6 6.e5 ♘d5 7.d4 cxd4 8.cxd4 0-0 9.♗g5 ♕b6

[image: image]

Let’s see what the same concept looks like more than 100 years later in super-grandmaster practice. On the previous move, I played the provocative 9.♗g5 in order to tempt my French opponent to target the ‘weak’ b2-pawn. And indeed, he took the bait!

How should White deal with the various hanging pieces along the b-file?

10.♗c4!

Of course, defending the b2-pawn is entirely out of the question. The purpose of the whole operation is to tempt Black to get greedy and take pawns instead of completing his development!

10...♕xb2

[image: image]


Although consistent with his plan, this move is already losing! 10...h6! was the last hope! 11.♗xd5? (11.♗d2! is the way to go for White: 11...♘c7 12.d5 is also depressing for Black but still playable) 11...hxg5 and Black has serious counterplay against the d4-pawn.

How should White continue?

11.♗xd5

White eliminates a black minor piece (the best placed one, too!) thus forcing Black to take the rook.

11...♕xa1

[image: image]

Black accepts the offer but only to give up all hopes after White’s clever design of a queen trap.

How can we ensnare the black queen?

12.♕d2! 1-0

Very simple yet super-effective. The upcoming ♘c3 is going to take all available squares away from the trapped royalty. A very satisfying miniature against the former French No. 1!

12.♕c2?, with the same idea, doesn’t work in view of 12...♘xd4 and White is on the losing side.

Game 3  Scandinavian Defense

Judit Polgar

Tamas Halasz

Budapest (training game) 1985

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 ♕xd5 3.♘c3 ♕a5 4.d4 ♘f6 5.♘f3 c6 6.♗c4 ♗g4 7.h3 ♗h5 8.g4 ♗g6 9.♗d2 e6 10.♘d5 ♕d8 11.♘xf6+ ♕xf6

[image: image]

Black’s defense here is somewhat sturdier than in the Steinitz game, although, even here, Black should have recaptured on f6 with the pawn. Black’s last move seems to be a horrid blunder, but in fact, it is a sneaky trick. Can you see what’s wrong with 12.♗g5 ?

What would you recommend instead?

12.♕e2


12.♗g5?! allows the clever 12...♗xc2 13.♕e2 ♗b4+ ! 14.♔f1 ♕g6 with a rather unclear game!

12...♗xc2?

[image: image]

With this very poor move, Black admits that he can’t resist the temptation and grabs the free pawn, allowing White to pull ahead in development. When encountering such scenarios, your first option should always be the desire to sac and enjoy the counterplay, rather than playing passively by defending the pawn!

What is White’s most logical follow-up?

13.♖c1

Another developing move, another tempo. White’s position plays itself.

The natural-looking 13.♗g5 allows the intermediate check 13...♗b4+ 14.♔f1 and now 14...♕g6, when Black has defended everything and 15...h5 is also a threat.

13...♕g6

[image: image]

In this position, the engine prefers to play 14.♗a5 in order to deny Black the 14...♗b4 check. I, however, was not particularly worried about the check as the king can easily walk to g2! And so I chose another, more human square for my bishop:

14.♗f4

The black bishop is under fire again and Black is already struggling badly to stay in the game.

14.♗a5 does the job too since the light-squared bishop has nowhere to hide and Black is way behind in development. For example, 14...♗e4 runs straight into 15.♘e5!.

14...♗b4+

Black is desperately trying to catch up in development, but the awkward placement of the bishop on c2 means he has no real chance to consolidate.


[image: image]

What is White’s best response here?

15.♔f1!

A move I had planned a while back. Surrendering the rights to castle here is irrelevant as the king can easily walk to g2. Now, however, the pressure is instantly back on Black!

15...♗b1

[image: image]

A rather funny attempt to secure the bishop. As it is very typical in positions where one is way ahead in development, I was more than keen to give away even more material in order to accelerate my attack.

How exactly?

16.♖xb1!

This exchange sacrifice allows White a few more tempi on the enemy queen, leading to a deadly attack against the lone black king.

16...♕xb1+ 17.♔g2 ♕g6

[image: image]

Whilst Black kept moving his queen around (7 moves out of 17!! – an ultimate sign that things have not been going well), White has fully mobilized her army and is now ready to strike.

18.♗d3!

Black has to jettison a fair bit of material to retain the trouble-maker, her highness, the queen.

18...f5

A very sad necessity. Black saves the queen but exposes what is even more important: the king!

19.♗xf5!


A simple yet very effective move. The queen is under attack for the umpteenth time and on top of all his troubles, Black’s king is getting very exposed.

19...♕f6

[image: image]

Taking on e6 is a very tempting option now, but as the teaching of Nimzowitsch goes: ‘the threat is often stronger than the execution’. We shall refrain from harvesting material and instead focus on the attack.

How exactly?

20.♗g5!

It never rains, it pours, at least for the black queen. Black learns a lesson in a hard way about bringing the queen out too early and grabbing pawns along the way...

20...♕f7

Yet another forced queen move, but who is counting? White’s attack is gaining strength with every move.

21.♗xe6

And as is very often the case with opening disasters, quite typically it is the king who takes all the punishment for the sins of the other pieces. Although now the black queen escapes, the king will find no mercy in the crossfire of the white pieces.

21...♕c7 22.♗b3+ ♔f8 23.♘e5 ♘d7

[image: image]

Black attempts to play a developing move but he is at least ten moves too late to the party.

The alternatives allow lovely mates: 23...h6 24.♘g6#; 23...♗e7 24.♖e1 ♔e8 (24...♗xg5 25.♘g6+ hxg6 26.♕e8#) 25.♘f7 ♖f8 26.♕xe7+ was 1-0 in Chandler-Rogers, Hong Kong 1984.

Which move leads to forced mate now?

24.♕f3+

And Black’s defense collapses under the pressure of the well-organized White army.


24...♘f6 25.♗xf6 gxf6 26.♕xf6+

Seeing the inevitable huge material loss, my sparring partner decided to give up:

1-0

Game 4  Sicilian Defense

Paul Keres

William Winter

Warsaw ol 1935 (14)

1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.e5 ♘d5 4.♘c3 e6 5.♘xd5 exd5 6.d4 d6 7.♗g5 ♕a5+ 8.c3 cxd4 9.♗d3 dxc3

[image: image]

Having taken on d4, Black now continues to eat himself through the white pawn chain, but this is very greedy and dangerous as Black has no development to speak of whatsoever. This move is not yet a mistake, but it already showcases the mindset Black is playing with, and it is certainly a slippery slope!

How should we respond?

10.0-0!

Very much in the spirit of Morphy, whose legacy is actually totally evergreen and immortal, and up to date!

When we can grab the initiative and take the lead in development, we should jettison material happily! The b2-pawn is offered for free but Black should not even look at that move and try to develop with 10...♘c6.

10...cxb2

This is asking for trouble. The stark contrast between the two sides’ development is compelling.

[image: image]

This position should give you a very good idea about how not to play openings (Black) and how to focus on development at the expense of some material (White). Amazingly, the best move here actually escaped the legendary grandmaster’s attention.

What was it?

11.♖b1

11.♕c2! was a super-cool double attack, ignoring the hanging a1-rook. This said, the text also retains White’s advantage.


11...dxe5 12.♘xe5 ♗d6

[image: image]

Black had to be extremely careful with his first proper developing move as White already had very dangerous threats. This move is actually a mistake that allows White to utilize his fully mobilized army.

13.♘xf7!!

White immediately moves in for the kill and rightly so! The black king has no defenders to speak of and so, to quote GM Reuben Fine, ‘in superior positions combinations are as natural as a baby’s smile.’ What a piece of wisdom indeed!

13...♔xf7 14.♕h5+ g6

14...♔g8 15.♕e8+ ♗f8 16.♕xc8 is another beautiful demonstration of the concept of mobility over material, as all of Black’s pieces, apart from the queen, are entirely immobilized.

[image: image]

Black is simply awaiting the inevitable. It is noteworthy that his entire queenside is still on the starting squares, watching in dismay as their royal leader is getting attacked on the other side of the battlefield.

How should White proceed in the most aggressive fashion?

15.♗xg6+!

Material is of no concern, but this is not even a sacrifice as the h7-pawn is pinned to the rook!

15...hxg6 16.♕xh8 ♗f5

[image: image]


Black is trying his best to keep the position together. The f5-bishop is a vital defender as it covers both the e6- and the g6-squares.

What is the best way for White to continue the attack?

17.♖fe1!

An excellent move that reintroduces the idea of ♕f6+.

17.♕f6+?! ♔e8 18.♖fe1+ ? ♔d7 would have forced the black king to the safer side of the board.

17.♖be1 is also winning but I like the idea of not even acknowledging the fact that the rook is under attack! Black has no attacking business, so we don’t defend!

17...♗e4 18.♖xe4

Keres goes for the most human move and liquidates the last defender. A faster mate would have been 18.♕f6+ ♔g8 (18...♔e8 19.♕e6+ ♔f8 20.♗h6#) 19.♕e6+ ♔g7 20.♗f6+ ♔h7 21.♕f7+ ♔h6 22.♕g7+ ♔h5 23.♕h7+ ♔g4 24.♕h3+ ♔f4 25.g3+ ♔f3 26.♖e3#.

18...dxe4 19.♕f6+

And Black gave up as he is now getting mated by force: 19...♔g8 20.♕xg6+ ♔f8 21.♕xd6+ ♔g7 22.♕f6+ ♔g8 23.♕e6+ ♔g7 24.♗f6+ ♔h6 25.♗e5+ ♔g5 26.♕f6+ ♔h5 27.h3 and g2-g4# cannot be avoided.

Game 5  Sicilian Defense

Judit Polgar

G. Shikov

Alen Mak 1984

1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.d4 cxd4 4.♘xd4 g6 5.c4 ♘f6 6.♘c3 ♗g7 7.♗e3 d6 8.♗e2 0-0 9.0-0 a5 10.f3 ♗d7 11.♕e1 a4 12.♕f2 ♘xd4 13.♗xd4 ♗c6 14.♖ad1 ♕a5 15.♗b6 ♕b4 16.♗d4 e5 17.a3 ♕b3 18.♗e3 ♕xb2

[image: image]

Yes, you guessed it right. I have left the bait hanging again on purpose. When it comes to material or initiative, as early as the age of 8, I was more than happy to throw caution to the wind and play with more active pieces, trying to utilize my tactical skills, even at the expense of giving up material.

How should White begin the operation to trap the queen?

19.♖d3!


A very tough and deep move. This time we will need the full cooperation of the whole army in order to successfully round up the enemy queen! The move takes care of all squares along the third rank.

Other attempts to imprison the queen are bound to fail. For instance, 19.♘b5 is simply met with 19...♗xb5 followed by ...♕xa3. If White tries 19.♗d2 instead, then 19...♕xa3 20.♖a1 ♕c5 and the queen is free to walk away.

19...♕xa3

[image: image]

It is not easy to recommend any improvement for Black, so he makes sure he gobbles up as much material as possible. White needs to keep weaving the net around the prey...

How?

Trying to save the queen from fire with 19...♕b3 doesn’t bring Black much relief after 20.♘d5! ♕xc4 (20...♕a2 21.♘b6 ♖a6 22.♖fd1 and White’s upcoming construction is hard to stop; Black has to invest material to prevent ♕e1 and ♖1d2 from happening) 21.♘xf6+ (21.♘b6? looks tempting but after 21...♕e6 22.♘xa8 ♖xa8 Black has too much compensation for the exchange) 21...♗xf6 22.♖xd6 with a discovered attack and a winning position.

20.♖b1!

This second excellent rook move takes care of the b-file. The queen’s days are numbered!

20...♘d7!

[image: image]

A great move in a very difficult situation! Black does not want to go down without a fight, the text prepares for the counterpunch with ...f7-f5. White needs to be accurate now to ensure that her plan works out.

What did I play here?


21.♕f1!!

This tiny backward move completes the previously mentioned web and now White is threatening to trap the queen with ♘d5 and ♖d2.

The move order is important. If White starts with 21.♘b5 first, Black not only gets the time to stay in the game but the tables will turn too. 21.♘d1 also doesn’t work since a1 is a safe haven for the black queen and ...a4-a3 is a powerful follow-up: 21...♕a2 22.♕f1 ♗xb5 23.♖d2 and now the queen investment brings Black a lot of profit after 23...♕xd2 24.♗xd2 ♗c6 25.♗b4 ♘c5, when White’s position deteriorates due to the excellent coordination of Black’s pieces.

21...f5

[image: image]

Black, correctly, tries to find counterplay in the center/on the other wing. Now I stumbled a bit:

Which move is cleaner, 22.♘b5 or 22.♘d5 ?

22.♘b5?!

After 22.♘d5!, Black would not have got any counterplay.

22...♕a2

[image: image]

Luckily my opponent missed his chance and so now we are back on track.

How did I trap my opponent’s queen here in two moves?

Here Black could have played 22...♕xd3! 23.♗xd3 fxe4 when White still needs to play accurately to win the game.

23.♖a3!

The black queen is running out of squares rather rapidly!

23...♕c2

Black had nothing else, and now for the finish...

24.♗d3! 1-0

The black queen perishes in the crossfire of White’s pieces. I was very proud of the way I managed to engineer this queen-trap, based on the lovely cooperation of the white pieces!





Exercises Chapter 2 – Poor Development


Exercise 1

[image: image]

White to move




Exercise 2

[image: image]

White to move




Exercise 3

[image: image]

White to move




Exercise 4

[image: image]

White to move






Answers Chapter 2 – Poor Development


Solution 1

[image: image]

10.♗g5!




Solution 2

[image: image]

11. ♗e4!




Solution 3

[image: image]

10.♘e5!




Solution 4

[image: image]

16. ♖e1!








CHAPTER 2

Poor Development

Poor development occurs when players misplay an opening or lack a proper understanding of the value of development. Minor pieces are left on the back rank while pawns rush forward unsupported; pieces are moved multiple times in a row; or the wrong pieces are developed to bad squares.

My advice: remember basic opening principles, such as ‘knights before bishops’, ‘don’t move the same piece twice in the opening’, ‘don’t move the queen out too early’, and so on. Club players often forget these principles, but they remain essential all the same.

Game 6

Judit Polgar

Pavlina Chilingirova

Thessaloniki ol W 1988 (10)

1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗b5 g6 4.0-0 ♗g7 5.c3 e5

[image: image]

This is one of the (if not THE) most famous games I ever played. It was played in the 1988 Thessaloniki Olympiad where, along with my two sisters and Ildiko Madl, we won ahead of the Soviet Union! On top of that, I scored another gold medal as the top performer on board 2 with 12½ points out of 13 games. Black has just responded to my 5.c3 with the clear intention to stop me from playing d2-d4.

How should White continue the battle for the center?

6.d4!

A very common phenomenon – when your opponent plays a move that apparently stops your idea, your first thought should be: can I play it anyway?! And you will find that in many cases the answer is yes! Here White gets excellent counterplay for the pawn and a pleasant lead in development.


6...exd4 7.cxd4 ♘xd4

[image: image]

Black chooses to take with the knight and whilst 7...cxd4 would have been slightly more accurate, we are now facing the thousand years old dilemma...

To take or not to take?

8.♘xd4!

The most logical way to play. With this move, I eliminate Black’s best-placed piece and my opponent is now beginning to fall behind in development.

8...cxd4

[image: image]

White is now facing a minor inconvenience: the knight can’t develop to the natural c3-square. The best way to deal with the problem is to play 9.♗f4 first, threatening to create a bind with 10.♗d6. On the other hand, I just could not resist the temptation to play in the spirit of the Romantic era and tried to grab the initiative immediately with a very aggressive idea.

What was it?

9.e5!

A very daring move, much in the style of Morphy. This move also vacates the e4-square for our knight! The pawn capture is taboo as 9...♗xe5 allows 10.♖e1 with deadly consequences.

9...♘e7

[image: image]

My opponent is trying to develop her pieces as best she can but the knight will need further moves from e7 to find an ideal location. My development, on the other hand, plays itself and allows me to obtain a pleasant attacking position, very much to my liking!


What is the best way to continue the game?

10.♗g5!

Pinning the knight and covering important dark squares at the same time.

10.♗f4 is the engine’s choice but this move would stir the game towards a positional battle, something I would prefer to avoid in this setup. The immediate 10.♕xd4 would have been inferior as this move violates the developing principles and also would have allowed 10...♘f5.

10...0-0 11.♕xd4 ♘c6?!

11...♘f5! was much better.

[image: image]

My opponent, somewhat unsuspectingly, removes the knight from the kingside and hopes to pick off the e5 cherry. This is exactly what I was hoping for, as now White’s attack is becoming extremely dangerous.

How should we proceed now?

12.♕h4!

An excellent square for the queen, aiming at the weak dark squares around the black king. Needless to say that in a position where we are playing for the initiative and a potential kingside attack, a queen trade is an unspeakable sin! 12.♗xd8?? ♘xd4 and it is Black now who is winning!

12...♕b6

[image: image]

This move removes the queen from the attack with a tempo, but it also forces me to execute the very move I want to play.

What is this move?

13.♘c3

Thus, my development has been completed. Note how close the knight is to the soft dark squares around the black king!


13...♗xe5

[image: image]

Probably the most critical position in the game from Black’s point of view. My opponent can’t resist the temptation to eliminate the pesky pawn, especially since this appears to happen with a tempo as now 14...♗xc3 followed by 15...♕xb5 looks like a dangerous threat. This greedy move is in fact losing, since Black can no longer complete her development and save the game!

13...d5! was the only way for Black to fight, allowing her to mobilize the c8–bishop and connect the rooks.

As usual, our first question here should be: is 14...♗xc3 really a threat?

14.♖ae1!

And the answer is: definitely not. By bringing the rook into the game White is threatening the ♗e5 indirectly (15.♗xc6) and encourages Black to execute her very bad plan and give up the dark-squared bishop. When it is crystal clear that the main events of the game will take place on the kingside and the only usable file is the e-file, ♖ae1 is often the preferred rook move. It still allows the f1-rook to get into play after a potential f2-f4 and it is also rather practical to entirely vacate the queenside, which is Black’s playground.

14...♗xc3

[image: image]

Black, unsuspectingly, plays along with my plan.

How should White proceed?

15.bxc3!

This simple retake leaves the b5–bishop hanging but that is a perfectly irrelevant factor. The black king has no defenders and the black queenside pieces are mere spectators of the main events of the game!

15...♕xb5


[image: image]

Black is consistently carrying out her plan and gobbles up the free piece. Her defensive idea is to place the queen on f5 to prevent the standard ♗f6-♕h6-♕g7 mating procedure.

How can White outsmart the defense?

16.♕h6!

There is more than one way to skin a cat, and what a way this is! White threatens 17.♗f6 and something else on top of that!

16...♕f5

[image: image]

Black is content with her extra piece and the well-defended f6-square. Yet... something is amiss. Can you prove White’s ambitions to be correct and find the decisive breakthrough?

17.♕xf8+!!

A gorgeous queen sacrifice that leads to mate in two moves. Seeing the mate, my opponent resigned. My attack was not only aided by my rapid development but also by the fact that Black could not mobilize her entire army and fought the game with half of her pieces.

1-0

Game 7  Scandinavian Defense

Bassem Amin

Ghuloom Salem

Abu Dhabi 2010 (1)

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 ♕xd5 3.♘c3 ♕d6 4.d4 c6 5.♘f3 ♘f6 6.♘e5 g6.

[image: image]

The Scandinavian Defense can lead to problematic positions for Black early on if one does not know the theory well. The exposed queen can often be utilized by White’s minor pieces to grab a few tempi to accelerate development.


How should White aim to exploit the vulnerability of the black queen?

7.♗f4!

A very logical and natural developing move that introduces the unpleasant threat of 8.♘xg6.

7...♘h5

[image: image]

Black is trying to deal with the threat, but this comes at a cost. The knight is misplaced on h5 and eventually it will have to return to f6. This means that Black is going to spend far more time to complete his development.

What should White do now about the hanging bishop?

8.♗e3!

A great move. The bishop covers the central d4-pawn and avoids the very much unwanted knight for bishop trade. In such cases, people often think that White has lost a tempo, but actually the opposite is true! Since Black’s ‘tempo move’ places the knight on a very bad square he will have to play yet another move with it to put it on a meaningful square.

8...♘d7

[image: image]

Black is trying to do the right thing: he develops his piece and at the same time challenges White’s central knight on e5.

How should we react?

9.♗e2!

As always, the preferred answer is development! This clever move disallows the capture on e5 twice and at the same time challenges the misplaced knight on h5.

9.♘xd7? is very bad as it helps Black to develop. But 9.♘c4 ♕c7 10.d5 was also a good choice!


9...♘hf6

[image: image]

This is the proof that our ‘double’ bishop move (7.♗f4 then 8.♗e3 back) was in fact a gain of a tempo as the black knight has done a longer journey with ...♘f6-♘h5-♘f6. It is important to take notice of the fact that we are already way ahead in development and in central control too! In such cases, aggression is almost always the best advisor!

10.♗f4!

Ironically, the bishop also extends his journey but again, what a difference! The threat of 11.♘xg6 has been renewed, and there is no good way to deal with it!

10...♕b4

Black errs under the pressure, a typical occurrence. The queen is now running out of squares rapidly.



[image: image]

How can we tighten the grip?

11.♘c4!

A very effective move that covers many important squares in the vicinity of the black royalty. The simple 12.a3 is threatened with dire consequences.

11...♘d5

[image: image]

Black is trying to utilize the pin on the c3-knight but again, the general rule is that the side that is behind in development should not be able to create meaningful threats... and this is certainly the case here.


How should we punish the wayward black queen?

12.♗d2!

And the trap has shut – Black can’t avoid losing material. A particularly educational game to model the dangers of bringing the queen out too soon and neglecting development! After

12...♘xc3 13.♗xc3 ♕b5 14.♘d6+

Black loses the queen.

1-0

Game 8  Caro-Kann Defense

Judit Polgar

Jordi Magem Badals

Madrid 1992 (2)

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.c4 ♘f6 5.♘c3 e6 6.♘f3 ♗b4 7.cxd5 ♘xd5 8.♕b3 ♘c6 9.♗d3 ♗e7 10.0-0 ♘db4?!

[image: image]

Black should have castled instead of playing this knight sortie that does not really achieve much, but at the same time dangerously delays Black’s development. The problem though is that we have both d3 and d4 hanging.

How shall we deal with the situation?

11.♗e4!

As usual, I opted to give up material for rapid development and counterplay. As a matter of fact, here taking on d4 will have very harsh consequences but Black wanted to be consistent:

11...♘xd4

[image: image]

Black takes the pawn, but with that, he gives up way too much! We have already touched on greed a fair bit and here too, Black will struggle very badly with completing his development.

What is White’s best continuation?


12.♘xd4

Simple and super-effective. As we have seen in previous games (Steinitz-Bird, Polgar-Halasz, Amin-Salem), bringing the queen out early is a very dangerous business and again, Black will be punished severely!

12...♕xd4

[image: image]

Any time we see such a queen, the desire is to attack it with developing moves. Now we can achieve that with either 13.♗e3 or 13.♖d1.

Which one would you go for and why?

13.♖d1!

The more accurate because of the follow-up. It is quite important in chess to try to look a bit deeper than just one move. The text move, as it turns out, inconveniences both members of the royal couple, not only the queen!

13.♗e3 ♕e5 is far less convincing as now White has no obvious follow-up.

13...♕e5

[image: image]

Now, as a result of the move 13.♖d1, we get to tickle the black king too, which is a huge benefit at such an early stage of the game.

How should we continue now?

14.♕a4+N

And so Black now has to give up castling. This is a small disaster in itself, but additionally, it will make it even more complicated for the Spanish GM to complete his development and connect the rooks.

14...♔f8

Black is already in a terrible spot. I would have been more than happy to give up a pawn for half of the pluses I have here, and so should you!


[image: image]

How should we continue now?

15.♗e3

Another simple, yet effective developing move. The white rooks have been connected and the bishop is also ready to further harass the queen by 16.♗d4. In stark contrast, Black is not even remotely ready to begin any kind of fight.

15...f5 16.♗f3 ♖g8 17.a3 ♘a6

17...♘c6 18.♗f4! ♕a5 19.♗xc6 would have won a piece.

[image: image]

Black has been on the back foot for the last 4-5 moves whilst my position has been gradually improving.

What appears to be the most natural way to continue?

18.♖ac1!

Fully completing development is simply the best! White also had 18.♗d4 with a large edge but we can play that move any time, whereas now Black finds it very difficult to come up with a useful move!

18...♔f7 19.♘b5 ♖f8 20.♗d4 ♕f4 21.♕b3 ♖d8 22.g3 ♕b8

Black is also hopelessly lost after 22...♕g5 23.♗e3 ♖xd1+ 24.♖xd1 ♕g6 25.♘d6+.

[image: image]

The black army is a sorry sight but that’s not going to win the game, so we need to find a target. What is your pick?

23.♕e3!

An excellent move with multiple threats. Incredibly, White is threatening to win a lot of material with 24.♗xa7, but 24.♗e5 is also deadly.


23...♗f6

[image: image]

Black is desperately trying to neutralize the powerful d4-bishop.

White has a fair number of winning moves here, which one is the best?

24.♗xf6

24.♗h5+! is stronger than my choice, although the text move also retains a huge edge. Now White, not so surprisingly, is able to find a way to the poorly protected black king: 24...g6 25.♕h6! (this lovely shot is the main point of the previous check) 25...♗xd4 26.♕xh7+ ♔f8 27.♖xd4! (this sacrifice removes the last defender and now the king is entirely exposed to the raging attack of the white pieces) 27...♖xd4 28.♗xg6 ♖d7 29.♕h8+ ♔e7 30.♕g7+ ♔d8 31.♕f8#.

24...♖xd1+ 25.♖xd1 ♔xf6

[image: image]

Here 26.♕d4+ wins by force. However, I went for the most human move, completing the paralysis of the black army.

26.♖d8

And the picture is complete. The entire black army is locked in in the queenside cage and I can freely prey on the hopelessly exposed black king.

26...♕e5

Black is also completely lost after either 26...♔e7 27.♕g5+ or 26...h6 27.♘d6 ♕c7 28.♘e8+.

27.♖f8+ 1-0

Game 9  French Defense

Mohamed Tissir

Manuel Jimenez Algora

Seville 2004 (6)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.♘d2 b6 4.c3 dxe4 5.♘xe4♗b7 6.♗b5+ c6 7.♗a4 b5 8.♗c2 c5


[image: image]

It is quite important in chess to develop a kind of ‘sense’ for what is looking good and acceptable and what is looking very unhealthy and unplayable. Great players can evaluate positions very quickly and accurately based on this ‘sense’ or ‘feel’. Here Black’s position is really looking shaky. The knights (and in fact the whole army) is yet to be developed but Black is already charging forward with his pawns. A solid recipe for disaster!

How should White respond to the provocation?

9.♘f3!

Calm development is almost always the best policy.

9.dxc5?! would have played into Black’s hands after 9...♕xd1+ 10.♔xd1 f5. We have no interest in trading queens when we are ahead in all departments!

9...c4

[image: image]

Yet another non-developing move. Black is cruising for a bruising, although admittedly he had to deal with the c5-pawn. This is a typical case when mistakes have a snowball effect and one bad decision ‘forces’ the next.

Can you do better than White did in the game and find the best move?

10.♕e2

The excellent centralizing move 10.♘e5! allows White to create a lot of threats: ♘g5, ♕h5, and even the surprising a2-a4 are hanging in the air now and Black has nothing to show against the beautifully centralized white knights.

10...♘d7 11.0-0 ♘gf6 12.♘eg5 ♗xf3 13.♕xf3 h6

13...♗e7 would have been best, with an attempt to complete development and preparing for casting.


[image: image]

Yet another rather naive move, actually provoking White to deliver the deadly blow. How should we now punish Black’s negligent play?

14.♘xe6!

White instantly punishes Black. The king is exposed in the middle and Black now has no hope to complete development.

14...fxe6 15.♗g6+ ♔e7

[image: image]

The black king is now very exposed (although no immediate threat is to be seen) and, equally importantly, blocks in the bishop and consequently the rook too. In such cases, although the temptation is big, it is often wise to calmly mobilize our whole army before going in for the kill.

How should White go about it?

16.♖e1!

The rook exerts tremendous pressure on the black king along the e-file, introducing a wide range of dangerous threats.

16...♖c8

[image: image]

Black is trying to bring in whatever he can but the position is beyond saving. Here the calm 17.♗f4 is second best.

Which move is even better?

17.♖xe6+!!

White is ready for the knockout attack, and he goes about it in the most aggressive fashion. Considering that the ♗f8 and ♖h8 are still out of play, White is still going splendidly in the material department too!

17...♔xe6


[image: image]

Did we go in for the kill too soon? The king is going to run towards the queenside now, right? Or perhaps we can ensure that the exposed royalty will remain in the middle?!

18.♗f4!

An excellent move, preparing the deadly 19.♖e1, while taking away some very important squares from the black king.

18...♘b6

[image: image]

18...♗d6 19.♖e1+ ♘e5 20.dxe5 ♔d7 21.exd6 and the threats still remain.

Black is trying to make room for the king but this move actually allows a forced mate now.

How?

19.♖e1+!

As usual, mobilizing the whole army and bringing all the pieces into the game is not only the most natural but also the best thing to do!

19...♔d7

[image: image]

Black graciously allows a lovely coup de grâce.

20.♗f5#

A beautiful checkmate, crowning a lovely attack. Black’s provocative style, neglecting development on many occasions, brought upon a spectacular disaster.

1-0


Game 10  Ruy Lopez

Judit Polgar

Boris Spassky

Budapest m 1993 (10)

1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗b5 a6 4.♗a4 ♘f6 5.0–0 ♗e7 6.♖e1 b5 7.♗b3 d6 8.c3 0–0 9.h3 ♘b8 10.d4 ♘bd7 11.♘bd2

Although this game does not quite suit the ‘poor development’ topic this chapter is designed to deal with, I could not resist the temptation to share a famous ‘story’ with you that happened during my match against former World Champion Boris Spassky. This game took place in the final round of our 10 games match and the score was 5½ to 3½ in my favor. Perhaps it was the fact that the outcome of the match was already sealed, perhaps something else, but for sure, what happened next is a very curious case of mutual chess blindness:

11...♖e8??

[image: image]

A terrible ‘Fingerfehler’ – Spassky confuses the move order and plays 11...♖e8 before 11...♗b7. This ‘tiny’ slip makes all the difference in the world though as now White has a beautiful way to finish off Black.

Can you spot it?

12.♗c2??

A shocker in response! I also forgot to take notice of my opponent’s mistake and continued on autopilot, as if nothing had happened.

The moral of the story is that even when you play a very long, theoretical line, you have to be alert and take a second or two before you automatically play out your memorized moves!

12.♗xf7+!! is a stock standard motif that can be seen in other openings too (among others a famous Fischer-Reshevsky game in the Sicilian Dragon also comes to mind, featuring a very similar idea). The idea is that now we are going to give a ‘smothered mate’ to the queen by force! 12...♔xf7 13.♘g5+ ♔g8 14.♘e6 and Black’s queen is doomed.

After the text move, Spassky continued

12...♗b7

and the game developed ‘normally’ – eventually, Black won on move 74.





Exercises Chapter 3 – Lack of Central Control


Exercise 1

[image: image]

White to move




Exercise 2
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White to move




Exercise 3
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White to move




Exercise 4
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White to move






Answers Chapter 3 – Lack of Central Control


Solution 1

[image: image]

11.a4!




Solution 2

[image: image]

10.d6!




Solution 3

[image: image]

7.c4




Solution 4

[image: image]

11.g3!








CHAPTER 3

Lack of Central Control

This positional concept appears a little obscure, and is often not sufficiently emphasized at the early stages of someone’s chess education. A lack of space is what occurs when players give up control of the center of the board early on in the game and instead play in a passive and cramped way.

My advice: it’s important to develop a mindset in which you are keen to gain space at any given time. Try to control the center of the board, and try to stop your opponent from controlling it. It’s also important to properly understand the purpose of the moves in your opening repertoire, and not merely the order of the moves.

Space advantage and central control is a topic that is a little more obscure than the previously discussed topics and so it is more often misunderstood. In a game of chess the fight for the middle of the board is a super important battle and more or less all good openings aim to fight this battle. When one side achieves a significant advantage it especially means that their pieces have far more room to maneuver around whilst the opponent becomes rather cramped. We are going to examine a few games where this awareness of space on the chessboard played a crucial role.

Game 11  French Defense

Alexander Alekhine

Aron Nimzowitsch

San Remo 1930 (3)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.♘c3 ♗b4 4.e5 c5 5.♗d2 ♘e7 6.♘b5 ♗xd2+ 7.♕xd2 0-0 8.c3 b6 9.f4 ♗a6 10.♘f3 ♕d7

In this position, White already enjoys a great space advantage due to the far advanced e5-pawn, which is beautifully backed up by a pawn chain.

[image: image]

How do you think Alekhine continued here?


11.a4!

A very clever move indeed. White does not allow the trade of the light-squared bishops and instead chooses to gain some more space on the queenside. Remember, when you have a large space advantage, you aim to avoid trades of pieces!

The jump to d6 would have been premature: 11.♘d6 ♗xf1 12.♖xf1 ♘bc6 would have been quite pleasant for Black. Note that White now does not really have an obvious plan and his king’s situation is somewhat compromised.

11...♘bc6

[image: image]

Black has completed his development and secured his king by castling. By most standards, White should be in trouble as his development is nowhere near complete and his king is still in the middle.

What should we do?

12.b4!

This is a hard move to find and to grasp at first. The idea is that White’s space advantage outweighs the lack of development here as now the developed black pieces have nowhere to go and so White will have plenty of time to complete his development. When we have conflicting chess principles on the board, like now development vs. space, it is very easy to make a wrong decision or misevaluate things. A good idea is to calculate and check exactly what the respective sides can do to achieve their plans.

12.♗d3 was also good here, although it gives scope to Black’s play after 12...cxd4 13.cxd4 ♘a5. The engine may like this for White, but for a human b2-b4 is much more preferable!

12...cxb4 13.cxb4 ♗b7

13...♗xb5 !? 14.axb5 ♘d8 15.♗d3 is also very pleasant for White.

[image: image]


Black has given up on the idea of trading the light-squared bishops and instead hopes to find play on the queenside by ...a7-a5.

What should be our reaction here?

14.♘d6!

Another accurate choice. The white knight now has both f7 and b7 in its reach, but most importantly the text move allows Alekhine to respond to ...a7-a5 with b4-b5!.

14...f5

14...♘c8! was Black’s best attempt to ease the pain, once again, by trying to trade pieces.

[image: image]

Nimzowitsch is trying to secure some space on the kingside, but this move is actually a very poor one as now Black has nowhere to play. All parts of the board are dominated by White, whose space advantage is becoming rather depressing.

How can we continue squeezing Black?

15.a5!

Another, somewhat surprising, pawn move with the sole purpose of gaining space. This style might look strange to you, having seen all the tactical skirmishes so far, but this is also an important aspect of chess, to understand some positional fundamentals.

15...♘c8 16.♘xb7 ♕xb7 17.a6 ♕f7

[image: image]

Black has managed to trade off the very annoying d6-knight, but his troubles are by no means over.

How should we complete development now for White?

18.♗b5

Definitely the best call, as it is apparent that we should try to win the game on the queenside. 18.♗d3 is more associated with kingside ambitions, and here White has no kingside play to speak of!

18...♘8e7 19.0-0 h6 20.♖fc1 ♖fc8 21.♖c2 ♕e8 22.♖ac1 ♖ab8 23.♕e3 ♖c7


[image: image]

Black is going to double up his rooks on the c-file to strengthen the defence and to attempt to neutralize White’s heavy pieces along the c-file.

How should White involve his queen in increasing the pressure?

24.♖c3!

A lovely move that announces the plan of ♖1c2-♕e3-c1, tripling the heavy pieces along the crucial c-file.

24...♕d7 25.♖1c2 ♔f8 26.♕c1 ♖bc8

Both sides are reaching their maximum potential (defensive and attacking, respectively) but his space surplus allows White to have more resources!

[image: image]

How can White put the icing on the cake?

27.♗a4!

This deadly retreat retains the pin but introduces the venomous b4-b5 threat.

27...b5 28.♗xb5 ♔e8 29.♗a4 ♔d8

[image: image]

Hmm... it seems that Black has managed to patch up the position, and manages to hang on to all of his pieces.

How can we ensure that the defense will be crushed?


30.h4!!

Pure genius! For accuracy’s sake, we need to mention that 30.♖c5 was also great. The idea of the text is breathtaking: Black is in zugzwang, meaning that any move he can make will cause him harm. Indeed, after a few more pawn moves, Black will have to either loosen the defense of the c6-knight or the c7-rook
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