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Foreword

About Myself

For many years I struggled to learn Spanish, and I still knew no more than about twenty words. Consequently, I was extremely frustrated. One day I stumbled upon this method as I was playing around with word combinations. Suddenly, I came to the realization that every language has a certain core group of words that are most commonly used and, simply by learning them, one could gain the ability to engage in quick and easy conversational Spanish.

I discovered which words those were, and I narrowed them down to three hundred and fifty that, once memorized, one could connect and create one’s own sentences. The variations were and are infinite! By using this incredibly simple technique, I could converse at a proficient level and speak Spanish. Within a week, I astonished my Spanish-speaking friends with my newfound ability. The next semester I registered at my university for a Spanish language course, and I applied the same principles I had learned in that class (grammar, additional vocabulary, future and past tense, etc.) to those three hundred and fifty words I already had memorized, and immediately I felt as if I had grown wings and learned how to fly.

At the end of the semester, we took a class trip to San José, Costa Rica. I was like a fish in water, while the rest of my classmates were floundering and still struggling to converse. Throughout the following months, I again applied the same principle to other languages—French, Portuguese, Italian, and Arabic, all of which I now speak proficiently, thanks to this very simple technique. 

This method is by far the fastest way to master quick and easy conversational language skills. There is no other technique that compares to my concept. It is effective, it worked for me, and it will work for you. Be consistent with my program, and you too will succeed the way I and many, many others have.
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​The Spanish Language
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The Spanish language, also known as Castilian, originated on the Iberian Peninsula around the 9th century. It evolved from Vulgar Latin, the spoken form of Latin used by common people throughout the Roman Empire. The influence of local Iberian languages, as well as Celtic, Gothic, and Basque elements, shaped the early form of the language. The first written records of Spanish, such as the Glosas Emilianenses from the 10th century, show a language already distinct from Latin, though still heavily influenced by it. 

During the Middle Ages, Spanish continued to evolve under various cultural influences. The Reconquista, the Christian reconquest of the Iberian Peninsula from Muslim rule, brought Arabic loanwords into the vocabulary, especially in areas like science, architecture, agriculture, and daily life. The standardization of Spanish began with the political unification of Spain under Ferdinand and Isabella in the late 15th century. The publication of Antonio de Nebrija’s Gramática de la lengua castellana in 1492 marked the first systematic description of the Spanish language, establishing rules for grammar, spelling, and usage. 

The expansion of the Spanish Empire across the Americas, Africa, and Asia between the 15th and 18th centuries significantly spread the language worldwide. Spanish evolved differently in various regions, giving rise to diverse dialects and vocabulary influenced by indigenous languages and other colonial languages. Today, Spanish is one of the most spoken languages globally, with more than 500 million speakers, and it continues to adapt and change while maintaining strong roots in its historical origins.
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​The Program
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Let’s Begin! “Vocabulary” (Memorize the Vocabulary)

I - Yo 

I am - Yo soy / estoy

Are you - Tu eres, estas

He / she - Él / Ella

With you - Contigo 

With him - Con él 

With her - Con ella

With us - Con Nosotros

For you - Para Ti

Without him - Sin él

Without them - (masculine)Sin Ellos / (fem)Sin Ellas

This - Este, Esta, esto, (p) estas, estos 

This is - Esto es 

Is - Es, esta

Always - Siempre

Was - Estuvo, era

Sometimes - Algunas Veces / a veces

Maybe - Tal Vez / Quizás

From - De

Sentences from the vocabulary (now you can speak the sentences and combine the words).

Are you at the house?

¿Estas en la casa?

Sometimes I go without him.

A veces me voy sin él.

I am always with her.

Estoy siempre con ella.

I am from Spain.

Yo soy de España.

Are you from South America?

¿Eres de Sur América?

I am with you.

Estoy contigo.

Are you alone today?

¿Estás solo hoy?

This is for you.

Esto es para ti.

*This isn’t a phrase book! The purpose of this book is solely to provide you with the tools to create your own sentences!

*Concerning yo soy, estoy / es, esta & tu eres, estas, please refer to the permanent and temporary section.

You – (informal) Tú / (formal) usted

I was - Estuve / estaba

Good - Bueno 

Better - Mejor

Happy - Feliz

Here - Aquí

Now - Ahora 

Later, After - Luego / Despues / Más tarde

Tomorrow - Mañana

The - El (m) / La (f) / Los (m)(pl)/ Las (f)(pl)

Same - Mismo / Igual

It's - Es / Esta

And - y (pronounced as ie)

Between - Entre

If - Si 

Yes - Sí

Then - Entonces

Also / too / as well - También

I was home at 5pm.

Estuve en casa a las 5 p.m.

Estuve en casa a las 5 de la tarde (5 in the afternoon).

Between now and tomorrow.

Entre ahora y mañana.

It's better to be home later.

Es mejor estar en casa más tarde.

If this is good, then I am happy.

Si esto es bueno, entonces estoy feliz.

Yes, you are very good.

Sí, eres muy bueno.

I was here with them.

Yo estuve aquí con ellos.

You and I.

Tú y yo.

The same day.

El mismo día.

*For pronunciation of ñ, please refer to Reading and Pronunciation.

*Concerning estar and ser, please refer to the Permanent and Temporary section.

*Concerning el, la, los, and las, please refer to the Singular and Plural section.

*Too is también. However, “too much” is demasiado. "I am too tired" / estoy demasiado cansado.

*In Spanish, the plural form of “you”, regardless of whether formal or informal, is ustedes. 
Me - Me, mi (read footnote below)

Where - Dónde

Somewhere - Algun Lugar

There - Allí

Ok - Ok / bien / bueno

Even if - Aunqué

Everything - Todo

What - Qué

Almost - Casi

Even if I go now.

Aunqué si me voy ahora.

Where is everything?

¿Dónde está todo?

Maybe somewhere.

Tal vez en algún lugar.

What? I am almost there.

¿Qué? Estoy casi allí.

Where are you?

¿Dónde estás?

This is for us.

Esto es para nosotros.

*For pronunciation of the ll in allí, please refer to Reading and Pronunciation

*In Spanish, the pronouns me, mi, and mí could be quite confusing. Me signifies “myself” and is accompanied with direct and indirect objects as well as with reflexive verbs. Mi means “my.” Mí, signifying “me,” is used for the purpose of prepositions.


* Direct object—El me habló

* Indirect object—Ella me dijo

* Reflexive verb—Yo me llamo

* Adjective—Es mi primo


* Object of preposition— Esta casa es para mí

Without us - Sin nosotros

Son - Hijo 

Daughter - Hija 

Car - Auto / automóvil / coche / carro

House - Casa 

Home - Hogar

Good morning - Buenos Días 

How are you? - Cómo estas?

Where are you from? - ¿De dónde eres?

What is your name? - ¿Cómo te llamas? / ¿Cuál es su nombre?

How old are you? - Cuantos años tienes?

Today - Hoy

Hello - Hola

Hard – Difícil / Duro 

In - En

Already - Ya

At - En el / En la

Very - Muy 

She is not in the car, so maybe she is still at the house? 

Ella no está en el auto, entonces quizás ella está todavía en la casa?

I am in the car already with your son and your daughter.

Ya estoy en el auto con tu hijo y tu hija.

Good morning, how are you today?

¿Buenos días, cómo estás hoy?

Hello, what is your name?

Hola, cómo te llamas?

How old are you?

¿Cuántos años tienes?

This is very hard, but it's not impossible.

Esto es muy difícil, pero no es imposible.

Where are you from?

¿De dónde eres?

*Please refer to Reading and Pronunciation for pronunciation of j in hija.

*“How old are you?"/ cuantos años tienes, literally means “how many years do you have?”

*In Spanish, the phrase “it’s not” is flipped around—no es or no esta. 

* “What is your name?” is ¿Cómo te llamas? However, you can also say, ¿Cuál es su nombre? which translates to “which is your name?”

* In the Spanish language, to signify the possessive adjective “your,” we use tu, plural tus. However, the formal case of “your” is su, plural sus.

Thank you - Gracias

For – Para, por 

In order to - Para

Day - Día 

Yesterday - Ayer

Time - Tiempo

Since - Desde, hace 

Before - Antes

No, not - No 

I am not - Yo no estoy, yo no soy

That - (M) Ese, (F) Esa

It's - Es

But - Pero

Away - Lejos

Similar - Similar / mismo

Anything - Cualquier cosa

Other / Another - Otro 

Side - Lado

Until - Hasta

Still - Todavia

Thank you Kenneth.

Gracias Kenneth.

It's almost time.

Es casi el tiempo.

I am not here, I am far away.

No estoy aquí, estoy distante (far)/lejos.

That house is similar to ours. 

Esa es una casa similar ala nuestra.

I am from the other side.

Soy del otro lado.

But I was here until late yesterday.

Pero estuve aquí hasta tarde ayer.

Since the other day.

Desde el otro día.

*In Spanish, the definition of de is “of” or “from.” However, in the event that the article “the” follows “of” or “from” (de) (for example, “from the” or “of the”), the de + el merges into del. This case applies solely to the masculine article el. If de is followed by the feminine article la, you can’t say del, only de la. The same applies with plurals (i.e., las flores del jardin, las flores de los jardines, la maestra de la escuela, el maestro del colegio, el maestro de los colegios, etc.).

However, when someone says, Ella es del Canada or Juan es del Peru, many people would simply say, Ella es de Canada or Ella es de Peru. The del is used only because the names of these countries are also El Canada and El Peru. There a few others such as El Congo, etc. You can also use the merging of de + el in a sentence such as la enfermera del hospital central.

To be - Estar / Ser

I say / I am saying - Yo Digo / Estoy Diciendo

To see - Ver 

I see, I am seeing - Yo veo /estoy viendo

I want - Yo quiero 

I need - Necesito

I go – Yo voy 

I am going - Me voy

What time is it? - Qué Hora es?

Without you - Sin Ti

Everywhere - Todo Lugar / cada lugar / todas partes

With - Con

My - (Singular)Mi / (Plural)Mis

Cousin - Primo

Right now - En este momento / ahora

Night - Noche 

Light - Luz

Outside - Afuera

That is - Eso es 

Any - Cualquier

I am saying no!

Estoy diciendo no!

I say no.

Yo digo no. 

I want to see this during the day.

Yo quiero ver esto durante el día.

I see this everywhere.

Veo esto en todas partes.

I am happy without any of my cousins here.

Estoy feliz sin cualquier de mis primos aquí.

I need to be there at night.

Necesito estar allí por la noche.

You have to be at home.

Tienes que estar en casa.

I see light outside.

Yo veo luz afuera.

What time is it right now?

¿Qué hora es ahora?

*In Spanish, placing the pronoun “I” (yo) before a conjugated verb isn’t required. For example, I want to use this is quiero usar esto instead of yo quiero usar esto. Although saying yo quiero usar isn’t incorrect. The same rule also applies for
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