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​Introduction
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It should be the goal of every Christian to live life to the fullest through Jesus Christ. He consistently encouraged the disciples to have faith. In addition, He promised them that His peace and joy would remain with them. The Abundant Truth Life Study Series was developed to help believers to live in the abundance that comes with the new life in Christ. Be encouraged by Jesus’ words that he came that we would have life and that more abundantly.

In this publication:

We are not only members of the Church, but also of the Kingdom of God. When Jesus came, He told us that the Kingdom of God was at hand, upon us, and is coming.

If He made so many references to the Kingdom of God, it is then our responsibility to learn how to live in the Kingdom of God. It is the only way we can prosper and live in victory; for the Scriptures say that our citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20). 

In this publication, we will explore five foundational concepts concerning the Christian life as citizens of God’s kingdom. In understanding these concepts, one will live a successful life on the Christian journey. 
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​Concept 1

Kingdom Reconciliation
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(Adapted from “Coming Out of Egypt into Canaan”)

The Kingdom of God has ordinances that govern it. There is a way in which those therein should behave themselves. In the next few chapters, we will discuss Kingdom Practice. We will examine the appropriate character and conduct of the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom demands character. The believer must possess the character of Christ. 

It has been the plan of God from the beginning to have sons and daughters. Through the new birth in Christ, we are the children of God. Christ came to free us from the bondage of sin, not only in our flesh, but also in our spirit and personality. This means our character: How do we handle people? How do we deal with disappointment? How do we deal with hurts? How do we deal with life’s problems?

In our best and worst moments, we must have the character and nature of God in us. We must have Kingdom Character. In the well-known parable of the Good Samaritan, we find an example of character and conduct worthy of the Kingdom of God. When Jesus spoke, it was to instruct us. The story of the Good Samaritan is more than a Sunday school story; it should be a way of life for those in the Kingdom.

And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. (Luke 10:30-37)

THE GOOD SAMARITAN 

The Samaritan demonstrated character traits that everyone in the Kingdom of God should have. First, he showed mercy and love toward his sworn enemy. We sometimes hold to the Pharisaic way of thinking. We will love those that love us and hate those that hate us. If someone does not speak to us, we say that we will not speak to him or her. Our excuse is that you have to be careful and not get hurt again. 

Nevertheless, Jesus said that we are to be like our Father, which is in heaven. Jesus said that God was kind to the unthankful and the evil. Even our sworn “enemies” deserve our kindness. We should consider ourselves when we are trying to handle someone else’s wrongdoing. Why? We must treat them as we would want to be treated.

God is the source of the cosmos. All things exist by His will, volition, and awesome power. When a man enters into kingdom of God by Christ, he has the backing of all of heaven. God, in His great power, looks upon man and considers him. This inspired the Psalmist to ask,

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? Psalms 8:4 (KJV)

In spite of man’s ability to make bad decisions, God still visits and aids man in his daily existence. What a great comfort! Even in man’s failure, God’s faithfulness remains. 

Many stand in doubt of God’s willingness to restore and forgive, even after deliberate failure and disobedience. However, consider His words to Moses after Israel’s rebellion in the wilderness,

For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. Romans 9:15 (KJV)

God chose to have mercy upon a people who repeatedly complained and rebelled. Why? He had a plan for Israel as a nation. God delights in showing mercy. The ultimate expression of this was revealed in Christ coming to provide salvation to the world. Even when we have failed after coming to Him, He will have mercy that we can partake of His eternal plan of salvation.

In the Bible, we saw Israel’s rebellion in the wilderness. Yet, we saw God’s faithfulness to the nation revealed ultimately in bringing their children in to the Promised Land. However, we discover that Israel continued to rebel after their entrance.

God sent the prophets to warn them. He allowed troubles to be upon them. Their enemies defeated them. However, Israel would not return to God. They continued to worship other gods and participate in the abominations of the surrounding nations. Consequently, God evicted them from the land that He had given them.

Though the nation rebelled, God gave them a promises of restoration and reconciliation. The writings of the prophets verify God’s plan for the nation’s success, even after centuries of disobedience and rebellion. The book of Isaiah records,

Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children. Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the LORD: shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy God. Isaiah 66:8-9 (KJV)

Israel, as a nation, would be diminished and scattered, but God promised two major features to their recovery – restoration and reconciliation.

The God of Restoration

God promised the nation that it would be fruitful and bring forth. Though many lives were lost and it seemed like they would be extinct, God would restore. God specializes in restoring the lives of people. Israel’s history reflects this throughout the pages of the Bible. Since He will not change, the Christian can be assured of His willingness to restore them in spite of negative events.

restore - : to put or bring back into existence or use; to bring back to, or put back into a former or original state

Restoration is provided to those who have suffered loss and setback. God’s work of restoration through Christ does not end after entrance into the kingdom. He continues to restore those that have called on Christ’s name. Even as He promised Israel restoration through Joel’s prophecy, Christians can expect the same.

And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you. Joel 2:25 (KJV)

Israel experienced loss because of their actions, yet God promised to restore them. How much the more those who have believed on Christ? If a believer sins and offers sincere confession unto the Lord, he can expect restoration. Restoration not only in His walk with God, but also in natural things according to His will. 

Many feel that if God forgives them, they cannot expect anything else. They feel He will not give them another job if they messed a previous job up. Or, some feel they may never be able to operate in ministry because of failure. Others have similar feelings concerning other areas in their lives.

They have the mindset that “I knew better” or “it was my fault.” Israel was at fault and God restored the nation. The Christian has to let God decide how He will restore and not “think” for God. The believer must submit to God, knowing He will forgive and restore.

Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. James 4:6-7 (KJV)

Some think they are humble when they acknowledge their sins. True humility is reflected when you can admit your sin and receive God’s forgiveness. Some admit sin, but believe their feelings over what God has said. John told us that He is faithful and just to forgive us (I John 1:9). He will restore you as you trust in His faithfulness and abide in His love.

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. 1 John 4:18 (KJV)

When we abide in His love, we strip the “pits” of guilt, shame, depression, and fear of their control. We are free to move forward and
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