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Chapter 1: What IELTS Speaking Is All About
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If you’re preparing for IELTS, the Speaking test might feel a little scary at first after all, it’s a face-to-face conversation with an examiner! But don’t worry. It’s not designed to “catch you out.” Instead, it’s a chance for you to show how well you can communicate in English.

The test is short — only 11–14 minutes — and is divided into three easy parts:

	Part 1: Getting to know you (4–5 minutes)
The examiner will ask you simple questions about yourself, your home, work or studies, hobbies, or daily life. Think of this part as a warm-up chat.

	Part 2: The long turn (3–4 minutes)
You’ll get a cue card with a topic. You have one minute to prepare, then you speak for up to two minutes. Don’t worry if you don’t fill the whole two minutes — the key is to stay on topic and keep talking.

	Part 3: The discussion (4–5 minutes)
The examiner will ask deeper, more challenging questions connected to Part 2. Here, you should share opinions, explain ideas, and discuss issues like you would in a thoughtful conversation.


What Are Examiners Looking For?

Examiners don’t expect you to be perfect or speak like a native. They’re trained to give you a score based on four clear areas:

	Fluency and Coherence – Can you keep talking smoothly without too many long pauses? Can you connect your ideas with linking words like because, for example, however,


Fluency means being able to speak smoothly, at a natural speed, without stopping too often to think of words. It doesn’t mean speaking fast! In fact, speaking too quickly can make you harder to understand. The goal is to keep your speech flowing so the examiner can follow your ideas easily.

Coherence is about how well your ideas are organised and connected. If your answer jumps from one thought to another with no clear link, it can confuse the listener. That’s why using linking words and phrases is so important. They show the examiner how your ideas fit together.

For example:

	Adding ideas: also, as well as, in addition

	Giving examples: for example, for instance, such as

	Showing contrast: however, on the other hand, but

	Explaining cause/effect: because, so, therefore, as a result

	Sequencing ideas: firstly, then, after that, finally


Common problems with fluency and coherence

	Long pauses: stopping too often to think of words.

	Overusing fillers: saying um, uh, you know, like too much.

	Repetition: repeating the same word or phrase because you can’t think of another way to say it.

	Disorganised answers: giving ideas in a random order with no linking.


How to improve

	Practise thinking in English: Don’t translate in your head — this slows you down.

	Use fillers smartly: It’s okay to pause briefly. Instead of “ummm,” try natural fillers like Well, let me think... or That’s an interesting question.

	Record yourself: Listen back to check if you’re speaking too slowly, repeating yourself, or losing track of your ideas.

	Use linking words: Add at least one or two linking phrases in every answer to show connections.

	Tell short stories: When answering, give a clear beginning, middle, and end. This helps your answer sound structured and coherent.
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	Vocabulary (Lexical Resource) – Do you know a good range of words and phrases? Can you use topic words and collocations (like make progress, heavy traffic) naturally? Can you explain or paraphrase if you forget a word?


Your vocabulary shows the examiner how much language you can use to express yourself. It’s not just about knowing “difficult” words. What really matters is whether you can choose the right words for the situation and use them naturally.

What examiners are looking for:

	Range: Do you know everyday words as well as some less common ones?

	Precision: Can you choose the exact word that fits your meaning?

	Flexibility: Can you talk about a variety of topics (education, environment, health, technology, society, etc.) using suitable vocabulary?

	Paraphrasing: Can you explain something in another way if you forget the exact word?


Collocations – Your Secret Weapon

One of the best ways to sound natural is to use collocations. These are word partnerships that native speakers use automatically, such as:

	make a mistake (not do a mistake)

	heavy traffic (not strong traffic)

	take a photo (not do a photo)


Using collocations shows that you don’t just know individual words — you know how they work together. ( brush up on collocations)

Common vocabulary problems ( try not to do this)

	Overusing simple words: relying on good, bad, nice, big all the time.

	Repeating the same words: using very in every sentence instead of trying stronger words (extremely, incredibly, absolutely).

	Forgetting topic vocabulary: struggling to talk about areas like the environment or technology because you don’t know the right terms.


How to improve

	Learn in chunks: Study words together with their natural partners (e.g., make an effort, raise awareness, take responsibility).

	Read and listen widely: Notice how words are used in articles, podcasts, or videos. Write down useful phrases, not just single words.

	Practise paraphrasing: If you forget “bicycle,” you could say the thing you ride with two wheels. The examiner will reward your effort to communicate.

	Expand synonyms: Instead of always saying happy, learn pleased, delighted, thrilled. Instead of important, try crucial, essential, vital.

	Topic practice: Make short vocabulary lists for common IELTS themes (education, health, work, environment, technology) and try using them in speaking practice.


Remember: Strong vocabulary doesn’t mean “big” words. It means the right words, used naturally. Show the examiner you can handle a wide range of topics, even if you don’t know every word.






	Grammar – Can you use different sentence structures (not only simple ones)? Are your tenses mostly correct? Occasional mistakes are fine, but the meaning should be clear.


Grammar is the backbone of your speaking. The examiner is not expecting “perfect” grammar in every sentence — but they do want to see that you can use a range of structures and that most of your sentences are accurate.

What examiners are looking for:

	Range: Can you use different kinds of sentences (simple, compound, complex) instead of only short ones?

	Accuracy: Are your tenses correct? Do you use word order properly? Do small mistakes affect meaning or not?

	Flexibility: Can you switch between tenses and structures depending on the situation?


Examples of grammatical range

	Simple sentence: I like reading books.

	Compound sentence: I like reading books, and I also enjoy writing stories.

	Complex sentence: I like reading books because they help me relax after a stressful day.


Showing this kind of variety tells the examiner that you can handle English grammar at different levels.

Common grammar problems in IELTS Speaking

	Tense mistakes: mixing up past and present (Yesterday I go to the park instead of went).

	Articles: forgetting a, an, the.

	Subject–verb agreement: He go to work every day instead of He goes.

	Overly simple answers: only using short sentences without showing variety.


How to improve

	Notice patterns: When you learn new vocabulary, pay attention to the grammar around it. For example, interested in + -ing (I’m interested in learning English).

	Practise complex sentences: Add because, although, if, when, while to join ideas. Example: I usually study in the morning because I feel more focused then.

	Self-correct politely: If you make a mistake, fix it naturally. Example: He go— sorry, he goes to school every day. This shows awareness.

	Mix short and long sentences: Short sentences keep your answer clear, and longer ones show range. Balance is best.

	Do focused practice: Choose one grammar point (like past tenses or conditionals) and practise using it in your speaking.


Remember: The examiner doesn’t expect perfection. A few mistakes are normal, even at Band 7 or 8. What matters is that your grammar helps you express ideas clearly and shows some variety.






	Pronunciation – Can the examiner understand you easily? Do you use stress and intonation to sound natural? Don’t worry about having an accent — that doesn’t matter as long as you’re clear.


Pronunciation is not about sounding “British” or “American.” The examiner doesn’t care about your accent. What matters is whether they can understand you easily and whether your speech sounds natural and clear.

What examiners are looking for:

	Clarity: Can individual words be heard clearly, or do they blend together in a confusing way?

	Word stress: Do you stress the right syllables? For example: phoTOgraph vs. phoTOgraphy.

	Sentence stress and rhythm: Do you highlight the important words in a sentence? 	I’d LOVE to visit Japan one day.



	Intonation: Do your sentences rise and fall naturally, or do you speak in a flat, “robot-like” tone?

	Connected speech: Do you link words naturally, like native speakers do? For example: I want to → I wanna (informally), or next day → nex’ day.


Common pronunciation challenges

	Speaking in a very flat tone that makes you sound bored or memorised.

	Stressing the wrong syllable (comFORtable instead of COMfortable).

	Dropping sounds that make words hard to catch.

	Speaking too fast or too quietly.


How to improve

	Listen and repeat: Shadow English speakers in podcasts, movies, or YouTube videos. Copy their rhythm and intonation.

	Practise word stress: When you learn a new word, check where the stress falls and practise saying it out loud.

	Use sentence stress: Highlight the key words in your answers. For example: I think travelling is the best way to learn a new language.

	Record yourself: Listen for flat tone, unclear words, or mispronounced sounds.

	Don’t rush: Speaking too quickly often causes unclear pronunciation. Aim for steady, confident speech.


Remember: Having an accent is perfectly fine — every English speaker has one! The key is clarity, natural rhythm, and stress so the examiner understands you without effort.
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Why this matters to you?

Many students think IELTS Speaking is about using the biggest words, the longest sentences, or speaking like a native speaker. That’s not true. The examiners are not looking for “perfect” English. They are looking for effective communication.

What does that mean for you?

	Speak naturally and clearly. Don’t try to memorise answers or force in difficult vocabulary you’re not comfortable with. Speak the way you would in a real conversation — steady, clear, and confident.

	Show variety in your language. Try to use a range of vocabulary and grammar structures. This doesn’t mean every sentence must be complex — it means you can show flexibility when needed.

	Keep your ideas connected. Organise your thoughts so the examiner can follow you easily. Linking words, short stories, and logical explanations all help make your answers flow.


Most importantly: remember that the examiner is not against you. They are trained to give you the opportunity to show your best English. They will guide the conversation and give you space to talk. Think of them as your conversation partner, not your judge.

When you approach IELTS Speaking with this mindset — focusing on communication instead of perfection — you’ll feel more relaxed, more natural, and far more likely to reach the band score you need.

Ok. Now let’s look at part 1 
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Part 1: Introduction and Interview
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Part 1 is the first section of the IELTS Speaking test, lasting 4–5 minutes. The examiner will ask you questions about yourself and familiar topics. This part is designed to be a friendly, easy start to help you feel comfortable before moving on to more challenging questions.

How Part 1 Works

	The questions are scripted. The examiner cannot change the questions, so every candidate is asked similar things.

	The test is recorded for security and quality purposes. Don’t worry — the recording is just to ensure fairness and to allow examiners to check scoring if needed.

	You are expected to give full answers, not just “yes” or “no.” This is your chance to show fluency, vocabulary, and grammar naturally.


Common Part 1 Topics (these examples have been extracted from Cambridge test books) 

Examiners usually ask about everyday topics. 

1. Personal Information

	What is your full name?

	Where are you from?

	Can you describe your hometown?


2. Home and Family

	Do you live in a house or an apartment?

	Tell me about your family.

	Do you spend a lot of time with your family?


3. Work or Studies

	What do you do — work or study?

	What do you enjoy most about your job/studies?

	Would you like to change your job/studies in the future?


4. Hobbies and Free Time

	What do you like to do in your free time?

	Do you prefer indoor or outdoor activities?

	Have your hobbies changed over time?


5. Daily Life

	How do you usually get to work or school?

	What is a typical day like for you?

	Do you enjoy your daily routine?


Tips for Part 1

	Speak in full sentences: Instead of “Yes, I do”, say “Yes, I do. I usually spend time reading in my free time because it helps me relax.”

	Expand your answers naturally: Give a reason, example, or short story.

	Stay relaxed: Part 1 is meant to be conversational. The examiner wants to hear you speak naturally.



Remember: Every candidate gets similar questions, so this part is about showing your ability to speak clearly and confidently, not about “tricking” you.
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Part 1: Sample Questions and Model Answers
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1. Personal Information

Q: Where are you from?
A: “I’m from Istanbul, which is a very busy and colourful city in Turkey. I love living here because there’s always something to do, and the food is amazing.”
Q: Can you describe your hometown?
A: “Istanbul is a very large city with a mix of old and modern buildings. There are beautiful historical sites, like the Hagia Sophia, and lots of parks where people can relax. I enjoy walking around and exploring different neighbourhoods.”

2. Home and Family

Q: Do you live in a house or an apartment?
A: “I live in an apartment in the city centre. It’s not very big, but it’s comfortable and close to my work, which makes it very convenient.”
Q: Tell me about your family.
A: “I have a small family. I live with my parents and my younger sister. We are very close, and we often spend weekends together, going out for meals or watching movies.”
3. Work or Studies

Q: What do you do — work or study?
A: “I work as an English teacher at a language school. I really enjoy it because I get to meet students from different backgrounds and help them improve their English.”
Q: What do you enjoy most about your job/studies?
A: “I really enjoy seeing my students succeed. When they speak more confidently or write better essays, it gives me a sense of achievement and makes my job very rewarding.”

4. Hobbies and Free Time

Q: What do you like to do in your free time?
A: “In my free time, I enjoy reading and listening to podcasts. Reading helps me relax, and podcasts give me ideas and vocabulary that I can use in my own teaching.”
Q: Have your hobbies changed over time?
A: “Yes, when I was younger, I loved playing sports, but now I prefer quieter activities like reading and painting. I still try to go for a walk or a run regularly to stay active.”

5. Daily Life

Q: How do you usually get to work or school?
A: “I usually take the bus because it’s convenient and saves time. Sometimes I walk if the weather is nice, which is also a good way to start the day.”
Q: Do you enjoy your daily routine?
A: “Yes, mostly. I like having a routine because it keeps me organised. I also try to include small enjoyable activities, like a short walk or a coffee break, to make the day more pleasant.”

Tips for Using Model Answers

	Don’t memorise these answers word-for-word — examiners can tell if you do.

	Use the structure: statement + reason + example/story.

	Add small personal details to make your answers sound natural and memorable.

	Practice aloud to improve fluency and confidence.
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