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Hugo Copperpot laughs as he counts the stacks of cash on his desk. As usual, there’s a lot of it—from all the illegal rackets he’s got his fat fingers in.

“He’s here,” says Renner DuMarcus, his right-hand man, stepping into the office.

“Send him in,” Copperpot grunts, stuffing the money into the drawer.

Copperpot’s a sixty-year-old mountain of a man, one of the biggest crime bosses in Metropolisville—a city drowning in filth and violence. He's got more than a little to do with that.

Renner shows in the guest.

“Hello, Mr. Copperpot,” Johnny Calypso says with a smile.

“Sit down,” says Copperpot. Calypso knows how this works. “I hear you wanna talk to me?”

“Yeah,” Calypso says.

“Out with it. I got a meeting in ten.”

“I need a loan.”

“How much?”

“A hundred grand.”

“For what?”

“I think that’s my business.”

“It’s my business, Johnny. I’m the one lending it.”

Copperpot had been an A-grade student back in high school, but college was never an option. Crime grabbed hold early, and he never looked back. If it was illegal and fast, he wanted in.

“I got something lined up,” Calypso says.

“What exactly?”

“It ain’t important.”

“Goodbye, Johnny. Ask some other fuck with a better attitude to do you a favor.”

Calypso needs that money like he needs a kiss from Hot Rhonda, his new girl. There’s a high-stakes poker game at The Rum Drum Club in a few days, and he wants in bad.

“All right, I’ll tell you,” he says, realizing Copperpot isn’t the kind to deal in blind trust.

Once Calypso lays it out, Copperpot agrees—on one condition: twenty percent interest. He’s got a week.

A hundred grand’s nothing to Copperpot, but if Calypso doesn’t pay up on time, he’d better skip town or brace for the worst—fingers missing at best, maybe his cock in a sandwich bag at worst.

Calypso walks out with a brown grocery bag full of cash and a head full of hope.

“You think that was wise?” DuMarcus asks.

“He’ll pay it back,” Copperpot says, pulling a cigar from the drawer, calm as a man who already knows the odds.
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Hot Rhonda. Hot Rhonda. Hot Rhonda. Say it three times and it still ain’t sexy enough to describe Calypso’s new girl—the one he’s sure is gonna turn his life around. He only met her a few days ago, but he knows things’ll never be the same again.

“Did you get the money, baby?” she asks, lying naked on the bed, eating chips, watching TV in room 8 of the Road Rage Motel, just outside Metropolisville.

“Yeah. All of it.”

Hot Rhonda springs off the bed and throws herself into his arms, thrilled they’re temporarily rich.

“You’re the best, Johnny,” she says, pulling open the brown paper grocery bag holding ten neat wads of cash—ten grand apiece, all in new hundreds.

“Don’t touch it,” Calypso snaps, snatching the bills from her hand and dropping them back in the bag. “Please, baby. Just wait.”

“What’s wrong?” she says, stung.

“Nothing, sweetie. Just leave it in the bag... What’ve you been watching?”

“I dunno. Something about female circumcision in Africa. Gross.”

“Rather you than me... You hungry?”

“Yeah. Starved.”

“What you wanna eat?”

“Whatever.”

“Pizza or Chinese?”

“Pizza.”

“Pepperoni with double cheese on a thick base sound okay?”

“You betcha.”

“I’ll go grab one then.”

“Domino’s delivers.”

“I ain’t eating Domino’s. Their pizza’s garbage. There’s a pizzeria close by. You want anything else?”

“Six-pack of Bud. Pack of smokes.”

“Gotcha, baby—though make that three six-packs.”

“You up for drinking?”

“We gotta celebrate.”

Love—what’s it like? Ask Calypso. He’s in it deep, floating in some romantic fog, high like he used to get on the good stuff. Hot Rhonda’s got him wrapped. It’s a rush better than drugs.

Thirty minutes later he’s back, arms full—two big pizzas and the essentials for the night ahead. He might be in love, sure. But not dumb enough to leave the bag of cash behind while he’s out.

“What’re you watching now?” he asks, hearing gunfire from the TV as he closes the door.

“Some cowboy film.”

“Any good?”

“Not really.”

“Who’s in it?”

“John Wayne,” she says, sighing.

The Duke—one of Calypso’s heroes.

“You don’t like John Wayne?” he asks, setting the pizzas on the bed.

“Nah,” she says, opening the box.

She just dropped a peg or two in his mind. Their first tiff.

“Who’s the best cowboy of all time?” he asks, cracking open a Bud.

“Real or actor?”

“Actor.”

“There’s only one. Gary Cooper.”

“Gary Cooper?”

“Yeah.”

“High Noon was a shit movie.”

“And Stagecoach was better?”

“Certainly.”

“Throw me a beer,” she says.

“No.”

“C’mon, just toss one over,” she says, shoving a slice in her mouth.

He throws her a can.

Later, they’re in bed—stuffed with beer and pizza—watching Jerry Springer. Some woman wants to be a man.

“What d’you think, sweetie?” she asks.

“’Bout what?”

“This woman.”

“I don’t care one way or the other. Her choice.”

“Don’tcha think it’s unnatural?”

But Calypso’s not listening. His mind’s at The Rum Drum Club. Wondering if he’s good enough to clean house at the poker table. He knows borrowing from Copperpot was a gamble. The fat bastard’s got a rep—people who don’t pay end up missing parts.

“You listening to me?” Hot Rhonda nudges him.

“What?”

“You talking to me or to that little brain of yours?”

“I’m under a lotta pressure. You want us to win that jackpot or not?”

“Of course I do.” She kisses his cheek. “I’m sorry, baby. Forgive me.”

Minutes later they’re making love. As happy as they’ve ever been. Not that it’s saying much. They’ve only known each other thirty-six hours.
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