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The story so far…





I’m Sally, and I’m a superhero. 
No. I’m more than that. I’m a superhero who’s a bounty hunter. With the other members of NEST, I help to track down the criminals that are too dangerous for the police to handle. Now, if you’re wondering about the other members of NEST, there’s four of them. 
The first is my friend Lara. She’s a tall, black-haired Mexican girl who has telekinetic abilities. That means she can move things around, using only the power of her mind. She can also tell the future. Mostly this doesn’t amount to much, but she recently had a premonition where she saw the world come to an end. 
Do we know what to do about it? 
No. 
Are we worried about it?
You bet! Earth is doomed! Lara has joined a group called the Brain’s Trust. Together they’re trying to work out how it’s going to happen and who’s responsible. 
The next team member I’ll introduce is Tyrone. He’s a black kid who can cling to any surface and bounce around like a ball. Tyrone’s a good looking guy. Have I noticed how good looking? Uh, yes! Still, nothing’s happened between us. Or, at least, I don’t think it will. 
But—who knows? 
Next up is Nigel. He’s a genius, and when I say that, I don’t mean he’s super intelligent. He’s intelligent on the same kind of level as Einstein or Hawking or, dare I say it, the person who invented donuts. (Yes, I’ve really gotten to like donuts lately! Fighting supervillains is a tough job!)
Finally, the last member of our team is Brock. He’s never been an easy guy to get along with, but something I now know is that painful people are sometimes in pain themselves. There’s some kind of internal issue they’re dealing with, and it affects how they communicate with those around them. 
Brock can transform himself into a creature he calls The Fish. It’s a, well, fishy looking monster that has super strength and is almost indestructible. One day Brock will lose the ability to change at will. He’ll turn into The Fish—and stay that way forever. 
We all live onboard an invisible ship called the Python. It floats above the city of New York. 
The ship is run by a computer called Mamba. The guy in charge is named Krait. He’s the person who sends us out on our bounty hunting missions. I recently discovered that there’s more to Krait than meets the eye. 
He’s a lot older than he appears, which makes me think that he’s either some kind of alien or maybe he has been modified himself. Who knows? It’s a crazy sort of modern world we’re all living in. 
Above Krait is his boss, the mysterious Basilisk. We’ve only ever seen her as a shadowy holographic figure. We don’t know her real name or her real appearance. Anything’s possible. 
Of course, all our missions aren’t to catch the bad guys. 
Sometimes we go on missions to help one of our own. Brock recently decided to modify himself for a second time. It didn’t work out. Now we’ve got to discover how to save him before it’s too late…
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It was one of those days when I wished I’d stayed in bed. 
‘Get ready!’ Nigel said over the wristcom. ‘It’s heading in your direction.’
‘Oh great,’ I said. 
‘Try not to sound so excited,’ Lara said. 
‘Yeah,’ Tyrone said. ‘Sure beats watching TV.’ 
We were standing in the middle of the street in the center of Boston. I had Lara on one side, and Tyrone on the other. All around us were ruined buildings. Half had been crushed. A few were on fire. Rows of oaks that had lined the street for a century were now reduced to shattered timber. 
‘I don’t know,’ I said. ‘There’s some good binge-worthy stuff on TV.’ 
Brrrrrrrrr!
The noise cut loudly across the quiet neighborhood, and I exchanged glances with the others. 
‘It got past us last time,’ Lara said. 
‘That was last time,’ I said. ‘That’s not going to happen again.’ 
A figure appeared high above a line of houses—Nigel. He was wearing his new nanosuit. As well as containing a sonic cannon, it allowed him to fly and shoot particle rockets from his hands.
This was handy because we’d need all the help we could get. 
‘Here it comes,’ Nigel said. 
We didn’t need to be told because, at that moment, a crashing sound came from a nearby house, and an object that looked like a tank came smashing through the building. I say looked like a tank because it did look vaguely like one, but it was about five times standard size. 
It had treads, but these were covered by reinforced steel, as was the rest of the vehicle. The local police had been shooting at it for most of the afternoon. A few cops had even climbed onboard but achieved little. There was one entry in the top—a hatch—and there was no way to get in. 
I held up a hand. ‘Mister Silver!’ I yelled. ‘Can we talk about this?’
The tank stopped, and a voice rang out across the devastated street. ‘Is my home being given back to me?’ he asked. 
I wish I could have answered yes, but that would have been lying. Peter Silver’s house had been taken by the bank, and he had been kicked out after a three-year battle. The police had turned up that morning to kick him out of the property when the tank had come crashing out of his barn, and he’d started firing artillery shots at them. 
‘I’m afraid that’s not possible,’ I said. ‘But all you’re doing is harming your neighbors.’
‘Not as much as the bank.’
There was some truth in his words. A lot of his neighbors had already been kicked out because they hadn’t paid their mortgage. The latest downturn in the economy had affected everyone. 
‘Violence isn’t the way,’ Tyrone said. 
There was a pause before the voice responded. ‘It is today.’
The turret swung in our direction. 
‘Watch out!’ Lara yelled. 
We dove out of the way. 
Boom!
A missile went flying past us and crashed into the buildings behind. There was the sound of collapsing timber, brickwork, and tiles. 
‘Let’s try that hatch again,’ I suggested. 
The three of us leaped into the air. Tyrone was able to do it in a single bound, and I flew the short distance, but Lara was last. Her telekinesis allowed her to fly, but only short distances. We landed on the tank. It continued trundling along, completely ignoring us as if we were insects on the back of a horse. 
Tyrone and I gripped the rim of the hatch and started to pull upwards as Lara used her telekinesis. Nothing happened for a moment. It was made of several inches of reinforced steel. Mister Silver had been a handyman his whole life. Even I had to admire his skills in constructing the vehicle. It’s a shame that everything had gone so horribly wrong for him. 
‘Let’s try that again,’ I said. ‘On the count of three. One. Two—’
I didn’t get any further. One second, I was standing there. The next, I was thrown off the tank and onto the ground. Dazed, I looked about to see Lara and Tyrone lying near me. They looked just as confused as I felt. 
‘Electricity,’ Lara said, shaking her head. ‘He ran a current through the hatch.’
The power had knocked us clear off the top of the tank. We’d been lucky. Despite our enhanced healing abilities, an electric shock of sufficient voltage could have still killed us. 
‘I think we’ve played nice for long enough,’ I said, as the tank continued down the street.
‘We were playing nice?’ Tyrone said. 
Taking to the air, I flew back towards the tank. The turret swung about towards another house. Grabbing the main gun, I twisted it upwards and back. 
It wasn’t easy, and I half expected an electric shock to run through me again. Thankfully, it didn’t happen. I bent the gun all the way back towards the tank; if Silver fired, he’d blow the tank to pieces. 
Lara and Tyrone had caught up with me and were keeping pace beside the tank. ‘Anybody a fan of turtles?’ Lara said. 
I understood where she was coming from. Flying around the side of the vehicle, I joined the other two. We threw ourselves against the tank as it trundled along. 
‘Lift!’ I yelled. ‘Lift!’
Slowly, the side of the tank rose into the air. Silver increased its speed, shaking off Lara and Tyrone, leaving only me in contact with it. I pulled upwards with all my might. 
Yes! This is working! 
Within seconds, I had one side of the tank high up in the air. The wheels on the side were still moving the tank along at fifty miles an hour. It swerved, trying to shake me loose, but it was all too late. I gave it one last shove, and the whole thing crashed onto its side. 
Kr-aaash!
A yell came from inside. Tyrone and Lara joined me as a herd of police cars drew in around the incapacitated vehicle. Peter Silver may have built a fantastic vehicle, but everything had its weak point; it was helpless without its wheels. 
A police officer climbed from his car, producing a bullhorn. 
‘Mister Silver!’ he said. ‘Come out with your hands up!’
The hatch gently eased open, and a gray-haired man climbed out. He was older than I’d expected. I zoomed close and helped him from the vehicle as police officers raced forward with guns drawn. 
‘On your knees!’ one of them barked. 
‘He’s an old man,’ I said. 
The cop ignored me. ‘On the ground!’ he said. ‘Facedown!’
I gently released Mister Silver, and he gave me a sideways glance. ‘Do you wonder why I went on my rampage?’ he asked, lowering himself to the ground. ‘You sometimes wonder who the real criminals are.’
‘It’s not the police,’ I said. ‘It’s not the bank either.’ 
I suppose the criminal was Peter Silver. He’d broken the law. Trashed his whole neighborhood. Caused millions of dollars in damages. Still, as he was led away, I couldn’t help but wonder about a system that led to this. 
An older woman raced up to us. ‘You kids!’ she said, smiling broadly. ‘I watched you from the next street. You’re heroes! Come back
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