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      I never particularly enjoyed having my hair colored professionally.  Besides the painstakingly long process of having my strands individually dyed and wrapped in ugly foils, I had to sit in an uncomfortable chair for two hours smelling the awful stench of the coloring chemicals.  At least I had my phone to keep me distracted for part of the time, but there's only so many games of Candy Crush you can play before you literally feel like pulling your hair out.

      After my last treatment, I'd sworn off the idea of having it ever done again, but after seeing one of my favorite actresses at a televised awards ceremony in a pretty sun-bleached bob, I decided to give it one more try.  I googled her red carpet photo, then took a screenshot on my phone and scheduled an appointment with my colorist.  On the day of my appointment, the salon was busier than usual and I scrunched up my nose smelling the reek of chemicals permeating the room as three other women sat patiently in their chairs waiting for their color to set.

      "Good morning, Jade," the salon owner Nikki said greeting me, motioning for me to take the last open chair when she finished with her last client.  "It's been a while since you've been in for a coloring.  What's the occasion?"

      "Nothing special," I said, tapping my phone to pull up the photo I'd saved.  "I just thought this new look Amanda Seyfried was sporting at the Golden Globes looked pretty glam, and I felt like a change."

      "Mmm," Nikki said, nodding her head as she peered at my screen.  "I also noticed her on the show last week.  It's a spectacular cut, and that strawberry blonde color looks great on her."

      "Do you think you can duplicate it?"

      "Of course, but are you sure about the color?  You've been a straight blonde for quite a while now, and I know how much you dislike the coloring process.  It'll be difficult to match your natural color again without letting it grow out."

      "What the hell," I said, looking at all the other women tied up in hair clips while they stared at their smartphones.  "You only live once, right?  No pain, no gain."

      "That's one way of putting it," Nikki chuckled.  "I'll try to make this as painless as possible.  Hold tight while I mix the color for you.  Can I borrow your phone to use the photo as a benchmark?"

      "Of course," I said, giving her a wink as I handed over my phone.  "Just don't drop it.  The cost to replace it is even higher than your coloring fees."

      "Not to worry," she chuckled.  "I'm pretty sure my prices are lower than what Amanda Seyfried paid for her do."

      While Nikki retreated to the rear of the store to prepare the treatment, I looked at the panel of mirrors lining the wall, scanning the faces of the other women getting their hair colored.  Each of them looked bored out of their minds while they tapped their phone screens as they shifted uncomfortably in their salon chairs.  When one of them looked up to catch my gaze, I smiled at her with a lopsided grin to convey my sympathy with her predicament.

      Color? she mouthed the word, pointing to the mess atop her head.

      I nodded and she shook her head with a frown, knowing what I was in for.

      A few minutes later, Nikki returned, placing her mixing bowl and brushes on the table beside my chair.

      "All set?" she said, peering at me in the mirror.

      "As ready as I'll ever be," I said, gripping the armrests on my chair tightly.

      "What is it about this process that you abhor so much, anyway?" she said, noticing my white knuckles.

      "You mean besides the awful stench of the chemicals and having to stare at my ugly head all tied up in greasy knots and tangled hair clips for two hours?" I scoffed.  "Nothing gives me more pleasure."

      "Well, you don't exactly have to stare at yourself the whole time," she said, handing my phone back to me.  "Surely you can find some other things to keep yourself amused while connected to our salon Wi-Fi.  Maybe you can watch a movie of your favorite actress or search for your next hair style."

      "Maybe," I said, shifting uncomfortably in the upright chair.  "But I already spend way too much time staring at my computer screen all day long.  It
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