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This monograph represents a continuation of my long intellectual engagement with the metaphysical vision of Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas, whose thought remains one of the most profound contributions to Islamic civilization in the modern era.

The theme “Reclaiming the Unity of Knowledge in an Age of Confusion” reflects the central philosophical challenge of our time — how to restore coherence to a world fragmented by secular ideologies, moral relativism, and technological reductionism. Al-Attas’s metaphysical framework provides not merely an intellectual system, but a vision of existence rooted in the unity (tawḥīd) of being, knowledge, and value.

In this work, I attempt to situate al-Attas’s thought within the broader horizon of global intellectual discourse — particularly the post-secular turn in contemporary philosophy. The book explores how his metaphysical insights can converse with the crises of modern epistemology, offering an alternative vision where knowledge is both sacred and liberating.

This project was inspired by years of teaching, reflection, and dialogue at UIN Ar-Raniry, where the question of how Islam engages the modern world continues to shape our academic and spiritual pursuit.

I hope this monograph invites readers — especially students and scholars — to rediscover the living spirit of metaphysical thought in Islam, to understand the moral and epistemological depth of al-Attas’s project, and to continue the intellectual journey toward unity amid disintegration.

Banda Aceh, November 2025

Kamaruzzaman Bustamam Ahmad

Table of Contents


Copyright Page

Preface


Introduction Reading Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas: The Reconstruction of Meaning and the Metaphysics of Knowledge


1. The Relevance of Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas

2. The Central Problem: The Confusion of Knowledge

3. Semantic Metaphysics and the Recovery of Meaning

4. Education, Adab, and the Civilizational Horizon

5. Modernity and the Critique of Secular Reason

6. The Aim and Structure of This Book


Chapter I The Intellectual Formation of Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas


1. The Intellectual Genealogy

2. The Encounter with Modern Knowledge

3. Language, Meaning, and the Structure of Thought

4. The Formation of ISTAC and the Architecture of Civilization

5. Continuity, Influence, and Legacy


Chapter II Language, Meaning, and the Metaphysical Structure of Knowledge in Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas


1. Language as the Metaphysical Ground of Thought

3. The Recovery of Meaning and the Confusion of Knowledge

3. Adab as Semantic Discipline

4. Knowledge, Wisdom, and the Human Intellect

5. Toward a Metaphysics of Civilization


Chapter III The Islamic Worldview as Metaphysical Unity


1. The Ontological Vision of Unity

2. The Structure of Knowledge in the Islamic Worldview

3. The Human Self and the Order of the Cosmos

4. Revelation and Reason: The Architecture of Harmony

5. Civilization as the Manifestation of Unity


Chapter IV Knowledge, Education, and the Islamization Project


I. The Philosophy of Education as Metaphysics

II. The Meaning of Ta’dīb: Formation of the Soul


Chapter V The Critique of Secular Reason and the Future of Metaphysical Thought


1. The Genealogy of Secular Reason

2. Al-Attas’s Diagnosis of Modernity

3. The Metaphysics of the Human Intellect

4. The Future of Metaphysics in the Post-Secular Age

5. The Destiny of Knowledge and the Renewal of Civilization


Epilogue Metaphysical Renewal in the Age of Confusion

Bibliography


Primary Works by Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas

Secondary and Related Studies


About the Author

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Introduction Reading Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas: The Reconstruction of Meaning and the Metaphysics of Knowledge


[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1. The Relevance of Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas
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In the landscape of twentieth-century Islamic thought, Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas emerges as one of the most systematic, visionary, and philosophically rigorous Muslim intellectuals. His work traverses theology, metaphysics, linguistics, and education, all integrated within what he calls the worldview of Islam (ru’yat al-Islāmiyyah). Through major works such as Islam and Secularism (1978), The Concept of Education in Islam (1977), and Prolegomena to the Metaphysics of Islam (1995), al-Attas presents a unified response to the crisis of meaning and disorientation in modern civilization.

This book interprets al-Attas not merely as an educational reformer or cultural theorist, but as a metaphysical philosopher of civilization. His intellectual project represents an attempt to restore the integrity of knowledge (‘ilm) as a sacred pursuit grounded in ontology and adab. This approach situates him as a bridge between the metaphysical heritage of the Malay world—notably the Sufi traditions of Aceh represented by Hamzah Fansuri and Nuruddin al-Raniri—and the philosophical discourse of modernity. In this sense, al-Attas may be regarded as the most important Southeast Asian thinker to construct a comprehensive metaphysical system in the modern period.
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