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Chapter 1

HOW TO SPEAK

Like locals
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5 tips to fluent Arabic and mingle with locals.
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1. What’s the secret?

I had a wonderful experience, as a student living in Damascus, Syria which I am going to share with you in this article. Most Arabic locals speak dialects only those who has an education standard will speak modern Arabic. You see, the top students at the university are foreign student, they are Japanese and Chinese students. These students actually came from a background that they never learn to write or read Arabic. I got some reports on them. Here is the research work: They would practice Arabic everyday diligently and say out loud the words and phrase, they will speak daily using the Arabic words and expressions.  

So, what’s the catch? I had told earlier in my previous article about recording your own voice over using Audacity which is a FREE downloadable software. Well, that is a tool to kick off your Arabic proficiency, but sometimes, it is wrongly used. You are not supposed to read from the book. Firstly, you need to know the phrase in a given topic of your choice and record without referring to the book. The point here is to speak what you know and listen how your voice sounds. Is it awkward, does it sound weird? Hmm, you be your own judge. 
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2. Get Arabic resource, the more tools the better 

My next experience is teaching at the ministry of foreign affairs. My student is actually a professor who will be learning a new foreign language for the first time and later deployed to an Arabic continent. Before teaching I visualize myself and ask a question: What if I am in his shoes going to work in Dubai or Yemen? May be the pay is real good money. But I was thinking of the phobia meeting new people which I can’t speak or understand the lingo. I have tried teaching using real authentic Arabic book written in Arabic script. If this student starts their first lesson in this type of learning tool, they will definitely collapse and surrender. So, what’s the tip: Get hold of Arabic books with transliteration and English translation. The best resource is having MP3 audios, Power Point slides with quiz and if possible, videos to learn from a native speaker. The key to learn Arabic and getting your foot ready to jump into an immerse Arabic course, is to learn the basic reading skills till you manage to reach an advance reading program. Once you master this reading and writing skills, you are on the right track to succeed to master this language. Read and write every day.

What’s the reason? Lots of Arabic books are written in Arabic script and format in Arabic grammar. 
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3. Upgrade your skills with the ability to research words using a dictionary

When I was learning Arabic as a beginner, all the books are written in Arabic script, not to mention phrase or dialogues which is not appropriate to learn fast and use the language. You will notice some books are designed with a grammar approach, and I personally disagree. The reason: such books does not equip students with the ability to use the language. 

With that said, to improve your proficiency, it is desirable to read magazines and newspapers, find new words in a dictionary, you will notice that it takes time and lots of challenge. Yes, that’s a new skill to learn but the benefit is that you get to know the source of the words. Don’t skip this skill by going to translation app but indulge yourself with this skill and self-reliance. 

A contemporary dictionary is a great tool because it is designed according to Arabic letters.  Practice research of words that you know, can you find the words? 
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4. Enhance your Arabic word power

The reason why some foreign students lack the ability to speak is due to the lack of Arabic vocabularies which is the foundation of speaking Arabic in any situation. The person can speak better, if he has more vocabularies. To get hold of power words is to go to Aljazeera news in Arabic. Copy and paste news to your word document, and read it in Arabic, if you don’t understand the phrase, do some research. Once you understand the new words. Record your own voiceover with your phone or Audacity. Next imagine that you are going to relay the news to someone in Arabic. Practice speaking about the news with understanding of the phrase. No point of conveying the news without knowing the meanings. 
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5. Practice makes perfect, that’s what people say

Make a point to speak Arabic in the office, talk to the guards, and meet up one of your office clerks to go to your office with the daily Arabic newspaper. Read in front of him, the Arabic person needs to correct your pronunciation and reading skills. Say out loud the information in the newspaper, your Arabic friend will try to support you with the articulation of words. Yes, but make sure his education level is good. Don’t get somebody from the streets, and then you will have a big issue. They can’t teach you Arabic.

Use your newly acquired skills by speaking Arabic daily, with your colleagues, get hold of Arabic documents and translate. Rewrite the documents to learn writing and formation of sentence. 
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WHAT IS IN THIS BOOK
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This is volume four of the “ARABIC SHORTCUTS”, the first level and second level were successful. Mainly use by our college students. 

The topics in this series will be more challenging than the previous books. It covers areas to meet people in a meeting room, or colleagues with the same designation of job scope. You will be expected to give opinions about economy, recession and capable to speak Arabic in any situation. The ability to say your viewpoint, at this stage, you really need Arabic power words. Arabic Shortcuts 4 is considered tougher than the previous book. Learners must have previous experience learning CEFR A1 and A2. Discussion will be more interactive by asking opinions of students regarding topics. This methodology is to get students to think and speak up their minds on many issues facing our society. If student lacks vocabularies, just do some research, and try to use the words in your dialogues. 

This book is equivalent to CERF B2 which consists of Arabic power words and enhances your Arabic expressions and boosts your professionalism. If you put into practice the dialogues written in this book, I assure that you are able to speak up your mind in meetings or chatting with colleagues and understand some phrase in the newspaper; however, reading newspaper needs more power words which we will formulate in the pipeline to write up C1 and C2. 
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A WORD FROM THE AUTHOR

“I have done all the research and groundwork and invest in lots of effort
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