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Introduction

	Welcome to the Beautiful Game of Trivia

	The whistle blows. The crowd erupts. Ninety thousand people in one stadium, sharing one heartbeat, witnessing one moment that will be talked about for decades. That is what the FIFA World Cup does to the world every four years — it stops everything, brings the planet together, and reminds every single one of us why we fell in love with football in the first place. And the 2026 edition made history like no tournament before it.

	For the first time in the tournament's nearly hundred-year history, three nations shared the honour of hosting the world's greatest sporting event. The United States of America, Canada, and Mexico opened their doors — and their stadiums — to forty-eight nations, one hundred and four matches, and hundreds of millions of fans around the globe. From towering MetLife Stadium in New Jersey to the legendary Estadio Azteca in Mexico City, from Vancouver to Atlanta, from Toronto to Miami, the 2026 World Cup was a continent-wide celebration of everything the beautiful game represents.

	But the 2026 tournament is just the beginning of this book. To truly love football — to truly be a fan — you must know not only what happened this year, but what has happened across nearly a century of World Cup history. The goals that changed nations. The managers who rewrote the tactical handbook. The legends who seemed to defy the laws of physics with a ball at their feet. The penalty shootouts that broke hearts and made heroes. The goalkeepers who defied gravity, the rivals who defined eras, and the records that still make statistics astonishing.

	 

	This book holds all of it. Ten chapters. Hundreds of questions. Three difficulty levels. One goal — to make you the most knowledgeable football fan in any room.

	How to Use This Book

	Each chapter is built around a specific theme. Within every chapter you will find three rounds of questions designed to challenge you at exactly the right level:

	The Multiple Choice Round gives you four possible answers for each question. Do not be fooled — some options are designed to catch out even serious fans. Read every choice carefully before committing.

	The True or False Lightning Round moves at speed. These are short, sharp, and deceptively tricky. The most confident answer is sometimes the wrong one — World Cup history is full of surprises.

	The Open Answer Challenge is where genuine knowledge separates the casual fan from the true student of the game. No safety net here — you either know it or you do not.

	Chapter 10 is the Expert Final Round, containing the toughest questions in the book. If you clear Chapter 10 with a high score, you have earned the right to call yourself a World Cup legend.

	Difficulty Levels

	Every question carries a difficulty label. Warm-Up (green) questions are accessible to all ages — 1 point each. Rising Star (yellow) questions require solid World Cup knowledge — 2 points each in the advanced scoring variant. Legend (red) questions demand deep historical expertise and precise facts — 3 points each. Each chapter contains 15 Multiple Choice, 10 True or False, and 8 Open Answer questions. Maximum per chapter: 41 points. Chapter 10 carries 20 Multiple Choice, 15 True or False, and 10 Open Answer questions.

	A Note on Answers

	All answers appear in the Answer Key at the end of each chapter alongside a Fun Fact that adds colour and context to every correct response. Do not peek early — the satisfaction of checking your own honest score is part of the experience. Now put down your phone, pick up a pen, and let the tournament begin.

	 

	— Claire Cook

	 


CHAPTER 1

	THE 2026 WORLD CUP — HISTORY IN THE MAKING

	1.1 A Tournament Like No Other

	When the FIFA World Cup returned in 2026, it rewrote the rulebook entirely. For the first time in the tournament's ninety-six-year history, three nations shared the privilege of hosting the most-watched sporting event on the planet. The United States, Canada, and Mexico — all members of CONCACAF — came together to create something football had never seen: a tournament stretching across an entire continent, from the frozen fields of Edmonton to the sun-soaked streets of Guadalajara.

	The expansion to forty-eight teams — up from thirty-two since 1998 — was the most significant structural change in World Cup history. Six additional places were found for nations from Africa, Asia, and the Americas, giving countries that had never qualified for the finals the chance to compete on the global stage. Twelve groups of four teams replaced the previous eight groups of four, producing a tournament with more matches, more storylines, and more nations to cheer for than any edition before it.

	Forty-eight teams. One hundred and four matches. Sixteen stunning venues. Eleven host cities in the United States brought the tournament to audiences from the East Coast to the Pacific, while Canada contributed three cities and Mexico two — including the legendary Estadio Azteca, which became the first stadium in history to host World Cup matches at three different tournaments: 1970, 1986, and 2026.

	 

	The showpiece final was held at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey — just across the Hudson River from New York City — with a capacity of approximately eighty-two thousand five hundred spectators. With the Manhattan skyline glittering in the distance, it was arguably the most iconic backdrop in the history of the event.

	This chapter tests your knowledge of the 2026 tournament itself — its format, host cities, stadiums, and historic significance. Whether you were watching from a New York sports bar or a living room in Lagos, the questions below will reveal just how closely you were paying attention.

	💡 STRATEGY TIP

	Know these numbers cold and half of Chapter 1 is solved: 48 teams — 12 groups of 4 — 104 matches — 16 host cities — 11 US cities — 3 Canadian cities — 2 Mexican cities.

	1.2 Multiple Choice Round

	⏱ TIMED DRILL

	Set a timer for 10 minutes. Answer all 15 multiple choice questions in order without going back to change answers.

	Q1.  How many nations co-hosted the 2026 FIFA World Cup?  [Warm-Up]

	a)  One

	b)  Two

	c)  Three

	d)  Four

	Q2.  How many teams competed in the 2026 FIFA World Cup?  [Warm-Up]

	a)  32

	b)  40

	c)  48

	d)  56

	Q3.  Which three nations co-hosted the 2026 World Cup?  [Warm-Up]

	a)  USA, Brazil, and Mexico

	b)  USA, Canada, and Mexico

	c)  Canada, Mexico, and Colombia

	d)  USA, Canada, and Cuba

	Q4.  How many total matches were played at the 2026 World Cup?  [Rising Star]

	a)  64

	b)  80

	c)  96

	d)  104

	 

	Q5.  Which stadium hosted the 2026 World Cup Final?  [Rising Star]

	a)  SoFi Stadium, Los Angeles

	b)  AT&T Stadium, Dallas

	c)  MetLife Stadium, New Jersey

	d)  Hard Rock Stadium, Miami

	 

	Q6.  How many host cities were in the United States?  [Rising Star]

	a)  Eight

	b)  Nine

	c)  Ten

	d)  Eleven

	Q7.  Which Canadian city hosted 2026 World Cup matches?  [Rising Star]

	a)  Montreal

	b)  Ottawa

	c)  Vancouver

	d

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
