
        
            [image: cover]
        

    

 





Conclusions

 


Study Aid 10

 


By Richard Smith

 


Smashwords Edition

 


Copyright © Richard Smith
2014--

 


ISBN 978-1-907910-38-8

 


No part of this publication may
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise without written permission of the publisher
or author.

 


Online Tutor
www.rjs-tutor.co.uk

 


(Or search Richard Smith Problem
Solving Tutoring Services)

 


The moral right of the author
has been asserted

 


Details of other literature and
online (as well as face-to-face) tutoring services will be found at
www.rjs-tutor.co.uk







Aims

 


The study skills learnt in this
section should enable the student to: -

 


1) Know what type of Conclusion to write

 


2) Write a clear Conclusion related to the
Assignment

 


3) Draw up a well-structured 'Addendum'

 


4) Understand the purpose of Appendices and
Footnotes

 


5) Design useful Bibliographies

 


6) Categorise the types of 'sources' that go into a Bibliography

 


7) Leave a good impression at the end of a given
Assignment


...


Section 1: Opening Comments

 


Conclusions represent the final
portion of a written Essay (or Assignment) and serve to bring the
piece of written work to an effective close. They consist, almost
always, of a written statement of opinion.


...


Section 2: Types of
Conclusion

 


There are many types of
Conclusion, each tailored to what’s been written in the main body
of the work: -

 


2.1 The Affirmative
Conclusion – agrees with and supports the main point(s) put
forward in the Question or Title

 


2.2 The Contentious
Conclusion – disagrees with the main point(s) put forward in
the Question or Title

 


2.3 The Mixed
Conclusion – agrees with some, but not all aspects of the
Question or Title

 


2.4 The Neutral
Conclusion – neither agrees nor disagrees with the points
put forward in the Question or Title; it may simply sum up what’s
already been stated

 


2.5 The Tentative Conclusion – assesses the
available evidence and remains undecided or gives only a hesitant
endorsement of the main point(s) put forward in the Question or
Title

 


Mixed and tentative conclusions
are more suitable for the higher reaches of education. This is
because a greater complexity in subject matter makes a decisive
conclusion more difficult.

 


It’s essential to give a brief justification when
using any one of the above conclusions. For example, should a
writer give an ‘undecided’
conclusion over who murdered the Princes in the Tower he’s obliged
to say why this was so. It’s
only courteous to let the reader know the reasons for adopting a
particular viewpoint.

 ...


Section 3: Characteristics of a
Good Conclusion

 


A good conclusion: -

 


3.1 Relates to the Title and to what’s been stated
in the main body of the
essay

 


3.2 Matches, but does not repeat the Introduction or main body ‘ad
verbatim’ (word for word)

 


3.3 Briefly sums up the available evidence

 


3.4 Conveys a clear sense of having reached a
definite ending using a short and succinctly written final
sentence

 


3.5 Engages the reader’s attention by giving the
impression that they alone are being addressed

 


3.6 Provokes enquiring thought and even
controversy

 


3.7 Reveals areas where further research may be
needed

 


A good conclusion totally avoids:
-

 


3.8 Meandering aimlessly to a close

 


3.9 Making dogmatic assertions, not based upon the
evidence

 


3.10 Repeating in detail what’s been said in the
main body

 


3.11 Suddenly introducing a completely new topic


...


Section 4: Improving
Conclusions

 


To reach a sound conclusion and
to provide even greater clarity it would prove wise to include:
-

 


4.1 A brief justification – providing valid reasons
for coming to that particular conclusion. This should engage the
examiner, making him aware that the subject was well
understood.

 


4.2 Something which may be deemed as contentious.
This is perfectly acceptable as long as it’s pertinent and
well-reasoned. This could score higher marks than a partially
reasoned affirmative conclusion. (The examiner is not usually
looking for ‘yes men’).

 


4.3 Factual (not dogmatic) assertions e.g. “All Yorkshire men are mean”

 


4.4 When it comes to writing a conclusion for an
exam essay it’s helpful to: -

4.4.1 Answer the
question that’s been set

4.4.2 Justify that
answer with a brief, evidence based reason

4.4.3 Summarise that
answer with a short closing sentence


...


Section 5: Addenda

 


Addenda (from the Latin
‘something added’ and the
plural form of ‘Addendum’)
give additional supporting evidence to the ideas put forward in the
main body of a work. They’re commonly found in academic works and
include: -

 


5.1 Abstracts – these provide an introductory
summary to an academic article or paper

 


5.2 Acknowledgements

 


5.3 Appendices

 


5.4 Charts, Diagrams, Tables and other visual
material an introductory summary in the form of a numbered list

 


5.5 Descriptions of procedures

 


5.6 Executive Summaries which can provide a numbered
list of key points

 


5.7 Glossaries (short explanations of key terms)

 


5.8 Bibliographies; these can be found in a variety
of different formats i.e.

 


Name and page number

Jones A. 89, 146, 185

Jones B. 3, 14, 17

Karl C. 140, 150, 161, 178, 179

 


Reference 

Genesis 3:16, 21, 24; 12:1-8, 20; 15:1
& 50:23f

(Chapters are separated by semi-colons
and verses by commas. 50:23f means Genesis chapter fifty verse
twenty-three to the finish.)

Exodus 20:1

Leviticus 17:11

 


Subject (and
page number where this subject is found)

Meaning, 166-167. 189

Messiah, 467-468, 516,541,612, 777

Midrash, 3-4. 16-19. 20-21


...
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