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Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?
Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.
Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?
As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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WHAT IF COURAGE WAS your only option?

When Kallie lands a college interview with the city’s new hot-shot police officer, she has no idea everything in her life is about to change. The detective is young, handsome and seems to have an unnatural ability to stop the increasing local crime rate. Detective Liam’s particular interest in Kallie sends her heart and head stumbling over each other. 

When a raging blood feud between vampires spills into her home, Kallie gets caught in the middle. Torn between love and family loyalty, she must find the courage to fight what she fears the most and possibly risk everything, even if it means dying for those she loves.
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ONE DARK AND STORMY Night...

Heavy rain battered against the windshield. The massive drops ricocheted like bullets against the roof of the car. It seemed as though the wipers were losing their battle to keep the front window clear. A gust swiped against the side of the car. Kallie’s vise grip on the steering wheel still could not stop the slight swerve the wind forced the car to do.

She had been driving already over a year, but just got her full license about two weeks ago. She knew how to drive; her dad owned a trucking company and had let her drive tow-motors and skid steers since she turned ten. But good driver or not, no one should be driving in this sudden storm. She knew enough to know she had no business being out in this and bit her lip as she fought to keep the car steady on the road.

Her too-long bangs fell into her eyes and she tried futilely to blow them out. No way in hell was she taking a hand off the wheel in this weather. It didn’t work, leaving her furious with herself for neglecting this too, one in a long line of frustrations that had been building of late.

This trip felt like too much to handle. Should she pull over and wait out the worst? She wasn’t sure, and didn’t want to wake her dad to get his opinion. He snored comfortably in the passenger seat beside her, arms crossed, head tilted back in a position guaranteed to be killing his neck. He seemed as oblivious to the discomfort as he was of the storm. One of his dispatchers had called in sick two days ago, and then yesterday a driver had come down with the same stomach virus. He’d covered the dispatch desk and then opted to right away take the transport truck’s freight delivery for the sick guy himself. He had gone and done the twelve-hour round trip drive with no rest. On top of all that, he still planned to be back in for work at seven tomorrow, which was precisely why she was here now.

When he got back to the office after parking the transport truck, he’d sent Kallie a text reminding her that she’d promised to pick him up since it was mom’s birthday. He’d wanted to be back in time to make her breakfast in bed. He’d had one of his special omelettes ready and waiting for her the moment she’d opened her eyes on every birthday since they’d gotten married, even the year when he’d been recovering from a broken leg. He’d hobbled around the kitchen on crutches to have breakfast for his wife, claiming that broken bones were nothing to true love.

There was no way he’d miss that breakfast now for the sake of a little storm.

Kallie checked the time on the car’s digital clock. It was just after three thirty. If she stopped would they be late? No, she’d better not chance it. She’d tough it out and let him sleep.

When she’d left forty minutes ago, dark clouds covered the full moon and night sky but it had barely been raining. The storm blew in about the same time her dad had fallen asleep beside her. She suspected he had picked up the virus his workers had, though she hoped not. No, she told herself firmly, he was tired. Just tired. That was normal after the kind of hours he’d been putting in.

Another strong gust of wind slapped the side of her little car. The small Honda veered toward the curb and Kallie cringed as she drove through a massive puddle. The car hydroplaned and seemed unsure if it wanted to steer straight or spin. For a long moment that quickly became an eternity the car flew out of her control. She let out the breath she had been holding when the wheels finally settled back on the asphalt. 

I should have seen that. She flipped the defrost on high to try and clear the glare from the windshield. Since when had things gotten so fogged up? It didn’t work fast enough. She pried one hand from the steering wheel to swipe at it with her sleeve, but it wasn’t doing any good. She squinted to try and see clearer. 

“Weird,” she muttered. The haze came from outside, white tendrils of mist forming around the car, not something on the windows like she’d first assumed. Trying to see more than ten feet in front of her seemed next to impossible. She tried her high beams and quickly shut them off. They were useless. They just reflected off the heavy rain, shiny silver bullets that blocked any view through them.

Her dad snorted loudly in his sleep and she glanced over at him. His head had fallen against the back of his seat and his mouth hung open slightly. She suddenly had no idea if he was wearing his seatbelt and wished she knew for sure. 

You buckled up, didn’t you, Dad?

A strange scratch against the outside of the car made her jump. She swore under her breath and stared at the road, trying to ignore the way her heart had jumped into her throat. A branch. A twig. Something. She was too close to the shoulder. Nothing to freak about, it might even have been something that had been blown down, not her fault at all. Just debris that did no harm other than to wake her up and bring her focus back to the road.

Not that it didn’t add to her frustration. Kallie’s eyes darted uneasily from side to side, as she eased back a little on the gas. What if there were other tree branches or garbage cans might have blown onto the road? Or something worse? The wind was terrifying. Power lines could be down and she wouldn’t know it until she was on top of them. 

So what do I do? Pull over or keep going?

She huffed in frustration. They had to be close to their street now. It would be silly to stop now. Darn her folks for choosing to live just outside the city. Darn the city for not putting more lights on the long roads that led out to her house. 

She accelerated a tad when she noticed the red mailbox on her right. Their street was about two minutes up the road. Easy peasy. Almost home.

Less worried, she thought about her warm cozy bed and couldn’t wait to crawl under the covers and go back to sleep. Tomorrow was Saturday so no school. Maybe she should take her mom out to lunch.

Lost slightly in thought, Kallie didn’t see the figure crossing the street until it was almost too late. The dummy wore a dark hooded top and no reflector stuff at all. 

“Shit!” Kallie swerved hard to the right and felt her dad’s side of the car go up on the curb. Puddles sprayed the underside and made an eerie, hollow banging noise against the bottom of the car followed by a long scrape as the car went up over the curb. The concrete sidewalk was slippery and the car started to hydroplane again. 

She bit back a scream when the car stalled out and she lost power steering. Pressing the brakes Kallie felt the car fishtail but that wasn’t working well either. Time slowed down, every image snapping into her brain with such clarity that later she could see them in her mind’s eye the way one would look at photographs. She watched as the stranger in the middle of the road turned his head to follow the movement of the car, staring at her with eyes that glittered in the glare of the headlights. It should have been impossible to see at this distance, but his eyes looked a weird red, like when you take a picture and the flash catches your retina. 

It was a strange thought at a terrifying moment like this. 

In the meantime, they were still skidding. Her focus returned fully to the car. She tried pumping the gas and turning the key to get the car started again but nothing was working and she was waking up to the sharp reality that they would crash and there was nothing she could do about it.

No! Not gonna let that happen!

The nightmare drive had no intention of ending. The car continued its spinning course. When the engine suddenly kicked back on, the Honda lurched forward and Kallie fought to swerve away from a parked car. The passenger front end clipped the parked vehicle and as the steering wheel spun with a mind of its own, Kallie knew she’d lost complete control. They were going to flip. She was sure of it. She tried to brace her hands against the ceiling and screamed. 

Over and over she screamed; as they tipped, as her dad crashed against the windshield, as a horrible cracking sound filled the inside of the small car, as it picked up momentum from the small grade hill. Her screams were muffled when the air bag burst free from the steering wheel. Shrieks gave way to sobs as the seatbelt choked her off, clutching at her mercilessly as the car rolled over and then over again. It felt like it would never stop. 

Abruptly, part of the front and side of the car slammed into tree. She saw it briefly in the glare of the headlights, a hundred-year oak with branches that reached around the grasp at the car and its occupants, long fingers pulling them all into a violent embrace.

Only then did her screaming stop.

Everything around her crashed into blackness.
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TWO YEARS LATER...

Kallie gripped the straps of her backpack as she jogged up the long set of concrete steps to the police station. She pulled her bag tight so it would not bounce against her back. With her luck, the loaner camera she had gotten from her college photo class would flip on and record itself jostling against her notebook or worse, have the battery die. 

Yeah, let’s make a great first impression.

At the top of the stairs she slowed to a walk and pulled her long blonde ponytail tight. How she’d landed an interview with this hot-shot rookie RCMP guy was newsworthy – probably more than the interview itself. 

His name was Liam Steel. Even his name sounded like something belonging to a detective, as though someone had whisked it out of a noir mystery novel. He’d been the darling of the police force for the last year. Somehow, he’d managed to crack a bunch of unsolved murders and elude the press despite an over-eager slew of paparazzi that trailed him at every public function. Well, maybe not paparazzi, but she knew of at least two journalism students who’d made it their semester project to try and score an interview or at least a picture with the man.

So far neither of them had been successful. 

She shook her head. Which was part of what made all of this seem even crazier than it was. Here she was, just a first-year college student who wanted to get into journalism. She had no real experience, nothing to recommend her. She hadn’t even jumped through any hoops to get the interview. 

It had been quite easy actually. Maybe that’s where the two journalism students had failed; they hadn’t been straightforward enough. She’d simply found Detective Liam Steel’s email on the RCMP website and asked to interview him for her school paper. That’s it, end of story.

When a reply from his email address showed up in her inbox an hour later, she figured he was politely declining. Instead, he had agreed and asked what evening would work for her. Hands shaking with excitement, she’d typed her own reply quickly before he could change his mind, and nearly misspelled the single sentence: Thursday night would be perfect. 

For once auto-correct worked in her favor.

Now outside the door to the police station, she checked her reflection in the glass, thankful for the way the remaining rays of the setting sun turned the surface into a mirror. She looked good. Or at least she thought she’d cleaned up pretty good. Her hair was in place, the make-up she’d labored over for an hour didn’t look smudged and her clothes were decent. 

Nodding in satisfaction that at least some of this was right, she grabbed the long handle with one hand and at the same time slipped her iPod into the side of her backpack. 

Cool air blew
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