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Chapter 1: Glimpses of Gujarat Visit: Sample Itinerary: Introduction 
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Are you planning a trip to India? If yes, you should take the help of these samples of travel plans. This volume gives some pictorial trips to Gujarat's popular and off-beat tourist spots, including world heritage sites. It shows the arrival & departure time, details on the type of transport, the destination, activities while reaching the goal & so on, and the mode of travelling along with the method of transportation and name of the travel companies. In addition, they carry details of the vehicles for transport, including the start and destination time. These itineraries also provide information about accommodation and their website. After visiting our travelogues on YouTube and reading our posts on Facebook and our travel books on Amazon, many of my subscribers have requested sample itineraries of different travel destinations. Therefore, we present an itinerary of 22 days, with approximate expenditures, links for booking hotels, transportation, etc. I am providing information both in Word format as well as Excel format.

For me, there is nothing like luxury travel. Travel is, by default, a luxury. However, discovering unknown places inspired me to get out, see the world, and enjoy the benefits of travelling. So with my small endeavour, I have tried to teach my readers some ideas of exploring, dreaming, and discovering. 

St. Augustine once wrote a famous quote:

"The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only one page." Edwards, Buffy. "A Career Move That Led to 19,500 Miles." Teacher Librarian, vol. 46, no. 2, E L Kurdyla Publishing LLC, Dec. 2018, p. 12.

Also, there is another quote by Sandra Lake which says, "With age comes wisdom. With travel comes understanding."

Lao Tzu once said, "A thousand miles journey must begin with a single step."

We are living in a wonderful world full of beauty, charm, and adventure, and unless you go out, how can you discover those things. So in my little effort, I have tried to remove the fear of travelling through sample itineraries. So please jump in and start your journey and enjoy the world. And I never say, "A good traveller has no fixed plans," and good planning saves you from harassment.

When preparing for a trip, we research items all over the internet. We review several articles and blogs to gather enough information to ensure that we can prepare ourselves for that city or country.

For any successful budget travel, sound planning is a must. We plan our visit at least six months before our visit starts. Then, we fix our budget and select the best places we want to visit. For planning our visit, we find out the details of the following points.

Medical Insurance: 

For tours abroad, medical insurances for all travellers are a must. We carry our regular medicines and health care items for sudden requirements.

Essential Items: 

We always keep a list of essential items ready for carrying with us in our luggage. The list may be as below:

Food Items: 

• Teabags 

• Sugar-free pouches

•  Biscuits 

• Salties

Apparel and Daily Use: 

• Waist belt (if necessary)

•  Kneecaps

•  Innerwear

•  Under-wears

•  Nightdress

•  Pants

•  Shirts

•  Woollen inner /sweater+ Jackets 

• Sandals

•  Hand sanitiser 

• Toothbrush 

• and toothpaste

Cameras and Accessories: 

• Camera

•  battery chargers

• cards 

• Mobile and mobile chargers

•  Powerpack/power bank

•  Multiplug and international adaptor

•  Backpack 

Important Documents: 

• Transportation tickets

•  Emergency contact nos.

• Collect three hotel cards for each of you to show if you are lost.

•  Keep copies of all the documents, like passport, air ticket, country passes, hotel bookings, itineraries, and medical and travel insurance, in your email.

In this volume, I am giving the travel plan for Gujarat, India.

Gujarat is known as the "Jewel in the West" in Western India. Gujarat is the country of the Gurjars, and the state became known as Gujarat. Mauryas ruled Gujarat in the third century BC. In Junagarh, some stone inscriptions were found with King Ashoka's orders. In the fifth century, the Huns invaded and defeated the Maurya Dynasty. Then the Gurjars came to this place from Northern India. The Gupta Dynasty ruled Gujarat in the fourth and fifth centuries, and Solanky Dynasty in the ninth century. Finally, Chalukya King Mulraj Solanky established modern Gujarat in the tenth century.  

According to Archaeologists, Gujarat was the base of Indian civilisation 5000 years ago. People of Harappa in modern Punjab came to Gujarat in 2500 BC after crossing the Ran of Kutch. They established their settlement in the basin of the Narmada River. At that time, several cities were very advanced in education and civilisation. However, the flood of the Narmada River in 1900 BC ruined this civilisation. There are 23 of the ancient Indus Valley Civilisations available in Gujarat. Archaeological finds of that era, especially that of Dholavira, Lothal, Gola Dhoro, Rangpur, Amri, and Rojadi, are significant. Some archaeological discoveries of the Stone Age are also available in Rojadi and Adamgarh. In addition, the archaeology department discovered some Harappan port cities at Kuntasi near Morvi. The ancient city of Lothal was ancient India's first port. Dholavira, the ancient city, is one of India's largest and most prominent archaeological sites, belonging to the Indus Valley Civilisation. The most recent discovery was Gola Dhoro. 

Yadavas, the descendants of Sri Krishna, ruled Dwarka in the western part of Saurashtra. Later on, Chandragupta Maurya ruled Girnar. Maurya Dynasty built the  Jain temples of Girnar and Palitana and the Sun temple of Modhera. All these places are trendy among tourists. Dwarkadheesh temple, with Sri Krishna's memory, and the first Jyotirlinga temple of Somnath are popular with tourists and Hindu pilgrims.

Gujarat has the longest coastline in India, most of which lies in the Kathiawar area. States of Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu border Gujarat. Sindh province of Pakistan also is on the edge of Gujarat. The capital of Gujarat is Gandhinagar, and Ahmedabad is the largest city. 

The largest river in Gujarat is the Narmada, and the Tapi River is the second largest. The Sabarmati River has the longest course in the state. The fourth river is Mahi.  

Desert is known as Rann in Gujarati. The Greater Rann of Kutch is a seasonally marshy saline clay desert between the Pakistani province of Sindh and the northern part of Kutch.  

We visited Gujarat, the Jewel of the West, in 2008. The places we will travel to are shown on "Google Maps."
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Chapter 2: Ahmedabad 
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The largest city in Gujarat is Ahmedabad, and the Sabarmati River runs through its centre. Industry and Economy have made Ahmedabad one of India's most important hubs. Ahmedabad is known as the 'Manchester of India,' and Kanpur is the second-largest cotton producer in India. 

Ahmad Shah-one of the Gujarat Sultanate, established Ahmedabad over the ancient settlement of Ashaval in 1411. His first citadel was Bhadra Fort, where he and his successors built several gates. The original 12 gates are Bhadra Gate, Lal Darwaja, Ganesh Bari, Ram Gate, Baradari Gate, Teen Darwaja, and Salapas Gate. There are 16 more gates in the new fort area.

The Gandhi Ashram at Sabarmati is on the western bank, which displays the spiritual leader's living quarters and artefacts.
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Sabarmati River, Ahmedabad
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Sabarmati Gandhi Ashram, Ahmedabad

Gandhiji started his Dandi March, also known as the Salt Satyagraha, on 12th March 1930. In recognition of this March's significant influence on the Indian independence movement, the Indian Government established the ashram as a national monument.
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Sabarmati Gandhi Ashram, Ahmedabad
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Sabarmati Gandhi Ashram, Ahmedabad

The Sidi Saiyyed Mosque, popularly known as Jali masjid, built-in 1572-73 AD, is one of the most famous mosques in Ahmedabad. It has ten intricately carved stone latticework windows (jalis) on the side and rear arches.
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Sidi Saiyyed Jaali Mosque, Ahmedabad
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Sidi Saiyyed Jaali Mosque, Ahmedabad

In Sidi Bashir Mosque, only the central gateway and two minarets survive; they are known as the Jhulta Minar or Shaking Minarets. A gentle shaking of either minaret results in the other minaret vibrating after a few seconds. 

[image: image]

Shaking Minarets of Sidi Bashir Mosque

Achut Bibi's Mosque was built in 1469 by Haji Malik Bahauddin. The entrance has two arches and two minarets with Indo-Islamic architecture. 

[image: image]

Minerate of Achut Bibi's Mosque, Ahmedabad

The tomb or the Roza was built over the graves of Persian brothers Azam and Muazzam Khan, the archers and architects of the Gujarat Sultanate era.
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Tomb of Muazzam Khan, Ahmedabad

Sarkhej Roza in the village of Makarba is a mosque and tomb complex. Sufi saint Shaikh Ahmed Ganj Baksh lived in Sarkhej, which was once a prominent centre of Sufi culture in the country. 
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Sarkhej Roza, Ahmedabad

Hutheesing Jain Temple was constructed in 1848. This Temple is dedicated to the fifteenth Jain Tirthankar, Lord Dharmanatha. The main Temple houses 11 deities, six in the basement and five in three bay sanctuaries. 'Dome' shaped structure ornaments the front. There is exquisite mirror work in the gateway with architectural elements of the haveli style, including carved balustrades, overarching balconies, chabutras, jaalis, etc.
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Hutheesing Jain Temple, Ahmedabad
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Hutheesing Jain Temple, Ahmedabad
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Hutheesing Jain Temple, Ahmedabad
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Curvature in Hutheesing Jain Temple, Ahmedabad
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Kirti Stambh, in Hutheesing Jain Temple

Kankaria Lake was completed in 1451 during the reign of Sultan Qutb-ud-Din Ahmad Shah II. The Government developed a lakefront around it, containing Zoo, Toy train, Kid's city, Balloon ride, Food stalls, Water rides, Water park, and other entertainment facilities.
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Kankaria Lake, Ahmedabad
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Kankaria Lake, Ahmedabad

[image: image]

Sunset in Kankaria Lake, Ahmedabad

A separate map for Ahmedabad, courtesy: "Google Maps."
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