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Foreword

Far be it from me to attack anyone here or to judge anyone. Rather, it is my view of things, as I interpret it below. It may well be that one or the other thinks that this is a radical view of things. But sometimes it seems to me that you bury your head in the sand. Not reacting will solve itself. I believe that this thread runs through the entire writing. As I said, this is not paternalism of anyone, but my opinion on various things at home and abroad.
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Sanctions and Hungary

Viktor Orbán has always felt drawn to Russia, but Hungary is also a member of the European Union, and there are rules and regulations governing it. The fact that the EU project was conceived from the outset as an economic alliance seems to have escaped the Hungarian president. He is not alone in adhering to this ideology; apparently, so are his ministers. For example, the Hungarian Foreign Minister goes to his counterpart Lavrov and provides him with information about EU meetings. In return, the Russian Foreign Minister requests assistance for a Russian citizen who has been subjected to EU sanctions. This request was also fulfilled last year. This raises the question of how far Orbán feels obligated to fulfill his duties to the EU. Of course, the presumption of innocence applies to all involved. Furthermore, the Hungarian president is unwilling to take any action to counter his dependence on Russia.

He prefers to focus on the price of such raw materials before distancing himself from Russia, as other member states of the Union have done, and in some cases reorganizing their raw material imports accordingly. Now, in just under two weeks, there's an election in which Viktor Orbán is running for re-election.

Whether the electorate will approve his approach is highly questionable. If a different face were to lead this member of the European Union, it would certainly be beneficial for the EU. Decisions within the Union might then be reached more quickly, with one less person who has consistently voted against such projects. Whether the principle of unanimity is also helpful in this context should also be reconsidered.

Ultimately, the Union should be a counterweight to the major powers and not always side with them and accept what Russia, China, and the USA dictate. That would certainly help it attract the attention of other countries.
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The Death Penalty: Justifiable

How far will the hatred in the Middle East go? The law passed by the Israeli parliament stipulates that the death penalty can be imposed for terrorist-motivated murders aimed at destroying the State of Israel. If this law applies to only one segment of the population, that is more than questionable.

Both sides are influenced by their religious backgrounds, but who carries out such sentences? People are being forced to take the life of another person who simply wants to live in peace. Clearly, such terrorist acts are to be condemned in the deepest sense, but what do the texts of these religions say?

Does it say anywhere that one is allowed to kill another person if one seeks their life? Hardly. But as always, it comes down to the interpretation of such passages in these texts.

In this conflict, the only thing one can do is try to contain the spiral of escalation. The problem is that this spiral has been escalating for decades without any action being taken to counter it. Clearly, if this death sentence isn't carried out, it will result in life imprisonment. Not only do such laws violate human rights because they target only one population group, but they are also inhumane. This raises the question: how far will an individual human being go? In this day and age, is killing people the only thing that matters, or is there something else? It will be interesting to see whether Israel actually implements this law.
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Is a Moon Mission Necessary?

NASA (the American space agency) is once again launching a journey into space. Not only does this devour an enormous amount of money we're talking tens of billions being blown into thin air. These funds would surely be better invested on our own moon than in flights to distant planets. If one can believe the visions behind such missions, there are plans for living on the moon. Additionally, it's expected that the frozen parts of this planet will also benefit our water supply on Earth.

But, as we repeatedly see, this is an escape from far more important problems on our planet, such as the ongoing wars where there are no solutions. What do such activities bring to the individual citizen who also has to help finance them? Hardly anything. One might almost assume that, figuratively speaking, some people should be sent to the moon. It's quite possible that humanity will learn a great deal about the origins of the universe, but what good will that do us here on Earth? Once again, it's individuals who promote such movements without realizing how rapidly our planet is deteriorating. There are far more important issues that need addressing. Just consider climate change. Will we send the population to the moon when our planet becomes uninhabitable?
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Own goal for Trump?

One can surely remember when the American president declared a "Liberation Day." Not only did this throw the international economy into turmoil, but it's now also impacting the domestic economy. America was always a country where you could fill up cheaply, but that's no longer the case. Furthermore, his policies are driving up prices within the country. It also comes to mind that he claimed he could do whatever he wanted. Whether that's appropriate for a leader is debatable. One would assume that he was authorized by the citizens of the USA to govern in their best interests, not just to impose his own agenda. The trade deficit has hardly improved for the USA. Moreover, it's impossible to follow his statements and pronouncements anymore, as they change daily. Is this how one governs a major power that is also committed to democracy?

However, a certain resistance to such policies is already stirring, and one can only speculate where this will lead. How this will play out in the congressional elections in November is anyone's guess. But should his policies suffer a defeat, he simply cannot accept the result. We've seen this before, and the subsequent actions of his voters. Is that still what we call a democracy, or have we long since embarked on a path that has little to do with democracy anymore?
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Russia is going downhill

Even if Russia keeps trying to circumvent all sanctions, the economy of this state is showing a negative development, and that after 5 years of war with Ukraine. A large part of the budget revenue was put into armaments and the company's own infrastructure was forgotten. It may well be that Putin is profiting from the conflict in the Middle East, where the prices for raw materials are rising massively, but for how long? The Kremlin now speaks openly about economic problems. Gross domestic product has fallen, as has industrial production. The massive rearmament stabilized growth, and government spending artificially kept the economy going. But this effect fizzles out. To what extent the Russian citizen will also be able to follow his president can probably only be seen in the future. So, it doesn't help to limit freedom of expression and the media.

But what it will look like in the future after a possible ceasefire, no one can predict. However, there is still a long way to go before we can speak of peace, but only of a ceasefire. As long as people have the say in such states, it will probably not be possible to achieve peace in the future. But how does the population see this? So far there has been no serious resistance to such a policy, whether this will also be the case in the future can be doubted.
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Destroy the gas pipeline?

An explosive device was found along a gas pipeline on Serbian territory in the immediate vicinity of the Hungarian border. There is no question that the Hungarian president must of course react. Only it is just as always, he is looking for the culprit in Ukraine. Whether one can follow this explanation is probably more than doubtful. But the policy he has been pursuing for years, namely a rapprochement with Russia and the associated trade relations, is now taking its toll. In the meantime, other states of the Union have looked for other crude oil suppliers and have also found what they are looking for. Whether this is really an intervention by Ukraine cannot be said today. It is much more necessary for Russia to intervene, even if it harms the country. But you see again and again that Putin and his apparatus carry out cyber attacks in a wide variety of countries than why not blow up a gas pipeline. This is exactly the line of reasoning followed by the challenger in the upcoming election on Sunday in Hungary. Is this now an election campaign tactic on the part of Orban? The fact that such a pipeline contains a large share of gas imports for Hungary is probably extremely relevant for this state, but this should not influence such a hopefully democratic election campaign. But you can also forget whether you can ever find the person responsible for such an action. Has Hungary pursued a wrong policy for years by repeatedly relying on the friend of Russia and Serbia?
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Hungary and health

The parliamentary elections in Hungary will also be a vote on healthcare. There is great displeasure among the population about the hospitals. For years of Viktor Orban's government, Hungary's health system was starved to death. Whether the voters will be able to approve of this next Sunday is probably more than questionable. However, this country is not just about health, but also other areas are affected where massive savings have been made. Whether incidents, such as the discovery of explosive devices on a pipeline a few days ago, will influence the election will become clear on Sunday. Even if the Hungarian president lashes out in all directions, it will hardly be of any use to him.

If Trump also gives his opinion in Hungary's election campaign, it is also unlikely to achieve very much. If you then also look at the policies of the last 16 years of his term of office, you can see a certain direction towards autocracy. Furthermore, he also maintains a "friendship" with an aggressor named Putin and blocks with his rejections some decisions that were pending within the Union. How the sovereign in this country sees this will probably become clear next Sunday. Either this state continues on the path to an autocracy or one reflects on the fact that one is part of a union.
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