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  Chapter One

The Missing Plumber

Mrs. Rosa Beauford-Ortiz came into our office on a Monday morning in August of 2036 carrying a small private accordion folder, a small private Tupperware container of pan dulce, and the kind of small private exhaustion you only see in the eyes of a forty-four-year-old schoolteacher who has, on the small private accounting of the past nine weeks, also been doing seventh-grade lesson plans, packing lunches for two children, calling every regional Bureau office in the southern half of California, and on the small private accounting of also being also Rosa Beauford-Ortiz, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also not sleeping.

She set the folder on Tasha's desk.

She set the Tupperware on mine.

She sat down.

§

Tasha said, "Mrs. Beauford-Ortiz."

"Rosa."

"Rosa. The pan dulce."

"On the small private accounting of being also Mexican-American and a schoolteacher in the southern half of California, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also one does not, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also walk into a small private appointment, on the same accounting, in fact, also empty-handed."

"Rosa."

"Yes."

"Thank you."

"On the small private accounting of having on the same accounting in advance also taught seventh-grade language arts at Lincoln Middle School in National City for the past sixteen years, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also it is, in fact, also my pleasure."

§

She had been referred by Liliana García.

Liliana, in her capacity as the southern California chapter's small private community liaison for the Seneca Project, had on the small private accounting of the past four weeks of also handling intake also passed Mrs. Beauford-Ortiz's small private case to our agency along with a small private note, in Liliana's own hand, that read,

This one, Mr. Vane. This is the case.

I opened the accordion folder.

Inside the folder, in the small private precise organizational system of a sixteen-year veteran of the seventh-grade language arts classroom, were:

A small private photograph of Mrs. Beauford-Ortiz's husband, Mr. Joaquín Beauford-Ortiz, taken at the small private kitchen table at their small private home on Stockman Street on the morning of the fourteenth of May, 2036, eating a small private slice of toast.

His small private state ID card from 2034. Renewed, on the small private accounting of the available evidence of the renewal date, in advance of the small private deadline.

His small private union card from the United Plumbers and Pipefitters Local Two Thirty.

His small private Bureau-of-Compatibility small private classification record, on the small private accounting of which he had been, since the third of November, 2032, Yellow-tier.

His small private Green Phase Compatibility Restoration Initiative enrollment packet, dated the eleventh of March, 2036.

Four small private Bureau-of-Compatibility small private milestone-completion certificates dated the eighteenth of March, the eighth of April, the twenty-ninth of April, and the twentieth of May, 2036.

A small private appointment slip for the fifth small private milestone meeting, scheduled for the tenth of June, 2036, at the small private Indio regional office of the Bureau-of-Compatibility, at three in the afternoon.

And, in the small private back pocket of the accordion folder, a small private blank piece of paper, on the small private accounting of which Mrs. Beauford-Ortiz had on the same accounting also written, on the morning of the present meeting, in pencil, in her own careful seventh-grade-teacher handwriting,

This is where the case stops.

§

Tasha said, "Rosa."

"Lieutenant Reed."

"What happened on the tenth of June."

Rosa straightened her small private cardigan.

She said, "On the morning of Tuesday the tenth of June, 2036, at approximately seven thirty-one in the morning, Joaquín took the small private blue Toyota truck from the small private driveway at 1438 Stockman Street, on the small private accounting of his needing to also drive the approximately one hundred and forty-three miles east, on the small private route of Interstate Eight to Interstate Ten to State Route Eighty-Six, to the small private regional office of the Bureau-of-Compatibility at 47-100 East Highway One Eleven in Indio, California, for the small private fifth milestone meeting of the small private Green Phase Compatibility Restoration Initiative, scheduled, on the small private accounting of the small private appointment slip in the folder, for three in the afternoon."

She paused.

She said, "He kissed me at seven twenty-eight. He told me he would be home by approximately seven in the evening. He told me to remember that Daniel had a small private orthodontist appointment on Wednesday morning. He told me that on the small private accounting of the past five and a half months of the small private Green Phase Compatibility Restoration Initiative, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also he was, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also tired."

She paused again.

"At approximately seven thirty-one he drove the small private blue Toyota out of the small private driveway. At approximately eleven thirty-four, on the small private accounting of his small private cell-phone log, he stopped at a small private gas station in Indio called Carmela's. He bought a small private cup of coffee and a small private package of small private peanut M&Ms."

"At three-zero-seven in the afternoon, on the small private accounting of the small private record-of-arrival sheet at the small private Indio regional office, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, on the same accounting, he did not arrive."

"At seven in the evening, on the small private accounting of the small private kitchen at 1438 Stockman Street, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also he did not come home."

"On the small private accounting of the past nine weeks, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also no one in this state, on the same accounting, in fact, also in any small private institutional position to also know, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, on the same accounting, in advance, has been, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also able to tell me, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, what happened."

§

I sat at my desk for the count of about six.

I considered the photograph.

I considered the Tupperware of pan dulce.

I considered the small private classroom at Lincoln Middle School in National City where Mrs. Beauford-Ortiz had on the same accounting in advance, also for the past sixteen years, taught seventh-grade language arts to approximately three thousand small private children, none of whom had on the same accounting in advance ever, in the meantime, in fact, on the same accounting, also looked up at her with the small private question Mrs. Beauford-Ortiz had on the same accounting in advance also been carrying, in the past nine weeks, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, on the same accounting, also into the small private classroom every morning.

I said, "Rosa."

"Mr. Vane."

"On the small private accounting of being also at Vane Investigations and the small private accounting of being also working with the Seneca Project's small private detention-case desk, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also we are going, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also to find out what happened to your husband."

"Mr. Vane."

"Yes."

"On the small private accounting of the past nine weeks of having been told approximately seventy-one times by approximately fourteen different small private institutional voices that he was on the same accounting in fact in the meantime in advance also being looked into,"

She paused.

"In the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also I would, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also be very grateful if you would also tell me, on the small private accounting of the present case, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, what looking into actually means, when, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, you, on the same accounting, in fact, also do it."

§

Tasha closed the accordion folder.

She said, "Rosa."

"Lieutenant Reed."

"Mr. Vane and I are going to do four things."

"Yes."

"First, on the small private accounting of nineteen years of working detection, Mr. Vane is going to drive to Indio. He will go to the small private gas station called Carmela's. He will go to the small private parking lot of the small private Indio regional office. He will go to the small private route Joaquín drove on the morning of the tenth of June and he will, on the small private accounting of nineteen years of working detection, also walk it."

"Yes."

"Second, on the small private accounting of seventeen years of homicide at SDPD and the past two years of being at Vane Investigations and the past nine months of being also at the Seneca Project, I am going to walk to Window Eighteen of the small private downtown San Diego DMV and I am going to ask, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, also the four questions about the Green Phase Compatibility Restoration Initiative that, on the small private accounting of the past five and a half months of small private institutional silence, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also nobody, on the same accounting, in fact, in advance, has been, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also willing to also answer."

"Yes."

"Third, on the small private accounting of having on the same accounting in advance also already this morning, in the meantime, on the same accounting, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also called Marvin Ng at the small private bakery on Cherry Avenue, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also Marvin has on the same accounting also already started, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, on the same accounting, also pulling the small private internal records of the small private Green Phase program."

"Yes."

"Fourth, on the small private accounting of being also a small private formal Seneca Project case as of the present moment, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, the small private legal team in San Francisco, on the same accounting, is, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also already preparing."

§

Rosa said, "Lieutenant Reed."

"Yes."

"Mr. Vane."

"Rosa."

She put both small private hands on the desk.

She said, "On the small private accounting of the past nine weeks of also being also a small private mother teaching seventh-grade language arts and a small private wife of a man whose small private absence is, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, on the same accounting, in fact, also currently the small private most loud thing in the small private kitchen of the small private house on Stockman Street,"

She paused.

"On the small private accounting of all of that, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also thank you."

"Rosa."

"Yes."

"On the small private accounting of being also Vane Investigations and the Seneca Project, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also it is, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, our pleasure."

After Rosa left, Tasha and I sat at our desks for the count of about twenty.

Then Tasha said, "Eli."

"Yes."

"On the small private accounting of nineteen years and now twenty years of working detection, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, this is, on the same accounting, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also exactly the kind of case the country had on the same accounting in advance also been hoping nobody, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, would, in fact, on the same accounting, also take."

"It is."

"Eli."

"Yes."

"We are taking it."

"We are."
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