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Introduction


We Have A Rapture Emergency

The title of this book and my website URL, Rapture 911, draws on the emergency number 911. In the United States, 911 is the nationwide emergency telephone number used to request immediate help from police, fire departments, or emergency medical services. It’s well-known as a universal symbol for an emergency. We are in a state of spiritual emergency. The “Rapture” is an imminent event that requires immediate preparation. This book is intended to serve as your personal guide for this emergency, providing you with the critical information you need when time is of the essence and every second counts.

We have a rapture emergency on our hands. The day is quickly approaching in which Jesus will rapture or take away those who believe in him. I refer to these soon to be raptured people as believers throughout this book. The rapture is an imminent event which means it doesn’t require any other events to happen first. We’re in a state of emergency because the rapture will be a world-changing event and the vast majority of people aren’t prepared for it.

There are many types of people who aren’t prepared today: people who don’t know Jesus or the events that are on the horizon, believers who haven’t been taught about the rapture, believers who aren’t watching or paying attention for this event, believers who know it’s coming but have a blasé attitude about it, and then we have the scoffers who mock the rapture. The scoffers could be believers or unbelievers. We also mustn’t forget about the believers who know the rapture is coming and who want people they care about to know about it, get saved, and not be left behind.

People who live in areas prone to natural disasters like earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes, and tsunamis are typically prepared for those events. They have emergency supplies on hand, a place to shelter, an evacuation plan, etc. When a hurricane is forming, weather forecasters give us a heads-up on where the storm is going to make landfall and how bad it’s going to be. People in the area then prepare. They board up their homes, get supplies, go to a shelter, or evacuate if needed. If you lived in an area like this and had been told ahead of time that a disaster was coming, you’d prepare for it.

Yet there’s a world changing event on the horizon that we know could happen any minute and we’re not prepared for it. We can and should be prepared. God has told us to pay attention and watch for this event. For the people left behind after the rapture, they must deal with a magnitude of horror that none of us can possibly imagine. Let that sink in for a minute. No natural disaster that has ever happened will compare to what’s coming. None of them.

If you’re a believer, you likely have someone in your life who you care about who doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus. If the rapture happened this very next second, that person would be left behind. In that moment of time, God removed the believers who were the only light in a very dark world. How dark it will be that day. Now what are those people you care about going to do? They won’t have you to tell them what happened and where everyone disappeared to because you got raptured. In fact, they won’t have any believer who had a real relationship with Jesus around who they can turn to for help. They’ll all be gone. Sure, there’ll be some people left behind who claim to be Christians, but they never accepted Jesus into their hearts. Otherwise, they would have been raptured too. While some of those people will immediately understand what’s happened and why they got left behind, the vast majority won’t. So the only people who will be left behind who will be providing answers to the people you care about are people who don’t know the truth, who don’t believe, and most who frankly don’t want to ever believe. The world leaders will be spewing all sorts of lies.

That’s the emergency. The people who will be left behind won’t be prepared. After the rapture, they’ll need a resource they can go to for quick answers about what happened and why and what they need to do to be saved. Yes, they’ll find the answers in the Bible, but they won’t know that. Who’s going to tell them that? If they’re smart enough to seek answers in the Bible, they won’t know how to read the Bible or where to even look for answers. That’s what this book is for: to help those who will be left behind. Hopefully every single one of them who reads this book will come to believe in Jesus and be saved.


Reader Who Is Left Behind

Dear Reader,

I’m so sorry you’re left behind. You need to know that God loves you. I know it doesn’t seem like it right now, but he does. In fact, he loves you unconditionally. It doesn’t matter what you’ve done in your past or what you’ll do in your future. He loves you regardless. He loves you even though he left you behind. You also need to know that you haven’t missed your chance to be saved, to spend eternity with God in heaven, and to reunite with the people you care about who were raptured.

God put a burden on my heart to write this book just for you. He wanted to make sure you had a resource where you could find truthful answers quickly. This is because you’re going to be bombarded with every lie and deceit imaginable by your leaders, the media, scientists, scholars, your friends, everyone. You see, God wants you to know the truth about what happened and why. He wants you to come to know him and put your faith in him. It’s not too late, but it will be very soon.

I’m so excited that you’re starting your faith journey. You’re going to learn a lot and you’re going to be confronted with some difficult truths. However, if you stick with reading this resource, you’re going to come out on the other side with the ability to cope with what’s happened and be well prepared for what’s to come. And I’m hoping you make the choice to put your faith in Jesus. If you do, then look me up when you get to heaven or when you enter the millennial kingdom. I’d love to hear your story and how you overcame.

God is with you on your journey.


Reader Who Is A Believer

Dear Reader,

As a believer, you have the power to make a difference in this emergency. You can help those who will be left behind. You can put this book and a Bible in a place someone you care about would find if they came looking for you after the rapture.

But you know what, if you’re reading this that means the rapture hasn’t happened yet. So better yet, you can read this book and educate yourself about the rapture and future events so that you can have a conversation with the people you care about. Hopefully they’ll come to believe in Jesus before the rapture and won’t be left behind. The other thing you can do now is give this book and a Bible to the people you care about as a reference. I know what you’re thinking: They’ll think I’m crazy if I give them a rapture survival book! Maybe, but it would be worth it for them to know the truth wouldn’t it? Don’t be embarrassed or ashamed to share God’s truth with someone. Those emotions are just scare tactics from Satan. Remember that we’re in a war, and he doesn’t want you saving anyone. Where would you be today if no one had the guts to share the truth with you?

I want to make sure there’s information for people who are left behind that will help them come to learn the truth and have a relationship with Jesus, just like you and I do. Join me in this war, and let’s go rescue some souls!


Reader Who Is Curious Or Was Given This Book

Dear Reader,

So you’re curious about the rapture and what the emergency is all about? Or maybe you’re here because a Christian who cares about you gave you this book and you thought you’d crack it open and see what’s inside? I’m excited that you’re here.

I want you to know that you don’t have to be left behind when the rapture happens. The choice is still yours to make. The rapture could happen any moment though, so don’t put off making the choice. Not making a choice to believe in Jesus is actually making a choice to not believe. You’re either with him or against him, there’s no neutral zone. If you don’t choose to follow Jesus and the rapture happens, you’ll be left behind. In this book you’re going to learn all about the rapture, why it’s going to happen, and how you can be saved from it.

God loves you and is with you in your quest to know him. I’m praying that you come to put your faith in the one he sent to save your soul—Jesus.


Tips For Reading This Book

You can read this book from cover to cover like a traditional book, or you can read it like a reference book and go straight to a chapter of interest. However, if you’re skipping around and you come across a term or concept I don’t explain, it’s likely I explained it in a prior chapter. Browse through the content in Part 5 - Bible Basics and Glossary. There’s a good chance I’ve explained it in detail there too.

I’ve written the book with a unique perspective. It’s written with the assumption that the person reading it is one of the left behind and that the rapture has already happened. If you are reading this book prior to the rapture, please keep this in mind.

I’ve included a lot of Scripture in this book because above all else, I want you to know the truth. If you’re reading this after the rapture has happened, it will be hard for you to find a Bible. That’s because your enemy, Satan, wants you blinded to the truth and deceived. Bibles will quickly become a scarce commodity, so I’ve included the actual Scriptures in this book that I’ll be explaining.

Scripture references in this book come from the World English Bible (WEBP), unless otherwise noted. This translation of the Bible is in the public domain and free to read. It uses modern English, and it’s easy to read. It’s based on the American Standard Version of the Bible that was published in 1901, the Biblia Hebraica Stutgartensa Old Testament, and the Greek Majority Text New Testament. You can visit my website or the World English Bible website to read or download a free copy of this Bible.

Rapture911.com
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As you read this book, I know you’ll gain a better understanding of God’s word, and the truth will be revealed to you. On your quest for truth, I encourage you to discover and read God’s word for yourself and test all that I have told you. In the Scripture I’ve included below, you’ll see this is exactly what the Bereans did when they were visited by the apostle Paul. They examined God’s word for themselves to make sure what they were being taught was legitimate.

The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Beroea. When they arrived, they went into the Jewish synagogue. Now these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. (Acts 17:10-11)

After each Scripture I’ve included, you’ll see a reference for where it came from in parentheses like this: (Acts 17:10-11). That means the verses are from the Bible, the book of Acts, chapter 17, verses 10 and 11. All Bibles will have the books clearly labeled and the chapters and verses clearly numbered. Sometimes in this book you’ll see Scripture references with an additional descriptor like (Acts 17:10-11 NIV). The extra NIV refers to the Bible version the Scripture came from. Instead of the WEBP, I used the NIV. I’ve typically done this because I preferred the word choice and grammar of that particular translation. I knew it would be easier for you to understand.

If you haven’t read the Bible before, take a look at Chapter 27 - How To Read The Bible.

Before you continue reading, I recommend you say a simple prayer to God. I’ve included a prayer at the end of this section that you can use. You need to pray first because Satan, who is currently the “god of this world,” the earth, doesn’t want you reading this book or understanding anything in it. He’s blinded you and you need God’s help to overcome this.

The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the Good News of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn on them. (2 Corinthians 4:4)

This prayer below will tell God that you are serious about learning the truth and need his help to be successful. Now a prayer is just talking to God. You can pray out loud or silently, whichever you prefer. Prayer is very powerful when you approach God with a sincere heart. He will listen and respond to you.

“God, I pray that you help me read and understand what’s written in this book and in particular the Bible verses. I come to you with a heart that’s open to learning the truth. I also ask for your love and comfort as I’m confronted with truths that will be difficult for me to hear.”





Part 1 - Quick Truths

Open My Eyes, That I May See

By Clara H. Scott. Published in 1895.1
 


Open my eyes, that I may see

glimpses of truth you have for me;

place in my hands the wonderful key

that shall unlock and set me free.

Silently now, on bended knee,

ready I wait your will to see;

open my eyes, illumine me,

Spirit divine!
 


Open my ears, that I may hear

voices of truth you send so clear;

and while the message sounds in my ear,

everything false will disappear.

Silently now, on bended knee,

ready I wait your will to see;

open my ears, illumine me,

Spirit divine!
 


Open my mouth, and let me bear

gladly the warm truth everywhere;

open my heart, and let me prepare

love with your children thus to share.

Silently now, on bended knee,

ready I wait your will to see;

open my heart, illumine me,

Spirit divine!



Chapter 1 - What Happened

Millions of people from all across the planet have vanished. It’s an event we’ve referred to as the rapture. The word rapture means to be seized, carried off, snatched away, or taken to another place of existence. You won’t find the word rapture in most Bible translations. Instead you’ll likely find the phrase “caught up.” In Latin the word for “caught up” is rapio and is where we get the English word rapture.

Here’s one of the rapture passages from the Bible that explains what happened. There are many others that I’ll go over in detail later in this book.

But we don’t want you to be ignorant, brothers, concerning those who have fallen asleep, so that you don’t grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we tell you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will in no way precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with God’s trumpet. The dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. So we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore comfort one another with these words. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

This passage tells us that Jesus, “the Lord,” gathered all the people who believed he died and rose again. These people were the believers. He gathered two groups of believers. First, those who believed and were already dead which you read as “dead in Christ” and “fallen asleep in Jesus.” Second, those who believed and were still alive. He met them all in the clouds. Now all those people will be with Jesus forever.

In the rapture, God took the people who placed their faith in his son Jesus up to heaven. This is God’s greatest promise. If you believe in Jesus, you get eternal life.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

So what exactly did the raptured people believe about Jesus? They believed that God sent his son Jesus to die for their sins. They also believed that Jesus didn’t stay dead; that he rose from the grave and proved he was God in the flesh.

For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

You see, we’ve all sinned, and we all deserve death and an eternal life separated from God because of that. This Scripture further expounds upon the great news. God redeemed us with the blood of Jesus. The people who were raptured understood that when you place your faith in what Jesus did, God considers you righteous.

But now apart from the law, a righteousness of God has been revealed, being testified by the law and the prophets; even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ to all and on all those who believe. For there is no distinction, for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God; being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God sent to be an atoning sacrifice through faith in his blood, for a demonstration of his righteousness through the passing over of prior sins, in God’s forbearance; to demonstrate his righteousness at this present time, that he might himself be just and the justifier of him who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:21-26)



Chapter 2 - Why It Happened

The rapture happened for a number of reasons. Here are a few to help you get a quick understanding. I’ll explain in great detail later in this book.

God removed the believers from earth because God’s wrath has come. I think many of you know the history of Noah and the flood. God told Noah to build an ark because a flood was coming. The flood was God’s wrath because the world had become so wicked and filled with violence. Noah was protected from that wrath in the ark. The rapture is a similar type of event.

God said to Noah, “I will bring an end to all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them and the earth. Make a ship of gopher wood. … I, even I, will bring the flood of waters on this earth, to destroy all flesh having the breath of life from under the sky. Everything that is in the earth will die. But I will establish my covenant with you. You shall come into the ship, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.” (Genesis 6:13-14, 17-18)

God’s wrath is not meant for believers. Noah was protected from it and the people who were raptured are now being protected from it. In these two verses, “us” refers to the believers; people who placed their faith in Jesus.

Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come. (1 Thessalonians 1:10)

For God didn’t appoint us to wrath, but to the obtaining of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5:9)

Another reason the rapture happened is because God wants everyone to be saved.

God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and come to full knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:3-4)

God created every one of you reading this. He loves you. He wants you to live with him in eternity in heaven. If you’re reading this after the rapture and you are one of the left behind, I know it probably doesn’t feel like God loves you right now. Know that he most certainly does. These Scriptures tell us that God loves us so much that he sent his son Jesus to die for us. In fact, he sent Jesus to die for you thousands of years ago, knowing you were going to be a sinner. God didn’t show this act of love for you once you cleaned up your life, didn’t sin as much, started going to church, etc. Nope. That’s because God’s love is unconditional.

By this God’s love was revealed in us, that God has sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son as the atoning sacrifice for our sins. … We love him, because he first loved us. (1 John 4:9-10, 19)

But God commends his own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

God often uses things we perceive as bad like pain, sorrow, sickness, death, and loss in order to bring us closer to him. This is a time of testing for you. The rapture will help many people realize God exists. The Bible tells us that many, many people will become believers through the coming events. Don’t waste the opportunity. This is your last chance to place your faith in Jesus and be saved.

Yahweh your God is testing you, to know whether you love Yahweh your God with all your heart and with all your soul. (Deuteronomy 13:3)

Yahweh is a term used in the Old Testament books of the Bible and it refers to God’s proper name. It’s often translated LORD or God. That Scripture told us why God tests us. It’s so he can tell if you love him with all your heart. As one of the left behind, how you handle what’s to come will reveal your attitude toward God. This time of testing will be difficult for you; don’t give up. If you decide to place your faith in Jesus, everything will work out for your good.

My son, don’t take lightly the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by him; for whom the Lord loves, he disciplines, and chastises every son whom he receives. (Hebrews 12:5-6)

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, for those who are called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28)

Another purpose for the rapture is to usher in God’s time of wrath against the wicked, just like the flood in Noah’s day punished the wicked. The rapture and the events that happen during the tribulation period will do the same. Now, if you have a bad attitude toward God about the situation you’re in as one of the left behind, and you get bitter and angry and shake your fist at God in defiance, well you’re going to experience his wrath.

According to your hardness and unrepentant heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath … God; who “will pay back to everyone according to their works:” … to those who are self-seeking, and don’t obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, will be wrath, indignation, oppression, and anguish on every soul of man who does evil. (Romans 2:5-6, 8-9)



Chapter 3 - Deception Warning

One of the first things that’s going to happen after the rapture is strong delusion. Delusion means a false belief or to mislead. Delusion is an attack on the truth. We can already see this in the world today. With so much fake news and deception, it’s often quite difficult to determine what the truth is. It will get way worse after the rapture.

It’s going to get worse because God is going to let everyone left behind believe Satan’s lies. Satan is “the lawless one.” This deception and “working of error” is meant to test everyone’s heart. It’ll harden the hearts of and further blind people who don’t want anything to do with God.

Then the lawless one will be revealed … and with all deception of wickedness for those who are being lost, because they didn’t receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. Because of this, God sends them a working of error, that they should believe a lie; that they all might be judged who didn’t believe the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (2 Thessalonians 2:8, 10-12)

So what is truth? God and his word are truth. God is perfect and holy and can’t lie. The Bible is his word; God’s Spirit was with every one of the authors as they wrote his words down; God’s Spirit was with the scholars as they decided what books to include in the Bible we know today.

All of your words are truth. Every one of your righteous ordinances endures forever. (Psalm 119:160)

God, who can’t lie. (Titus 1:2)

Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, that each person who belongs to God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

As you read this book, you’ll learn that Satan is behind every lie and deception. Satan is a creation of God; a fallen angel. The Bible calls him the father of lies and a murderer.

You are of your father, the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and doesn’t stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks on his own; for he is a liar, and the father of lies. (John 8:44)

Your battle on this earth is not against mankind; it’s against Satan and his army of fallen angels. The “principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness,” and “spiritual forces of wickedness” describe the demonic angels and their hierarchy.

For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world’s rulers of the darkness of this age, and against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 6:12)

To understand the deceptions Satan will use, you need to understand what his goals are. Satan, the “shining one,” wants to be God.

How you have fallen from heaven, shining one, son of the dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, who laid the nations low! You said in your heart, “I will ascend into heaven! I will exalt my throne above the stars of God! I will sit on the mountain of assembly, in the far north! I will ascend above the heights of the clouds! I will make myself like the Most High!” (Isaiah 14:12-14)

He wants to be worshiped just like God, and he wants to create just like God creates. Satan hates God and everything God created. Thus Satan hates you. Satan will lie about God, the Bible, Jesus, Christians, the rapture—anything and everything to do with God. Since Satan wants to be God, he’ll try to convince you that he is. The Bible tells us he’ll be able to perform all sorts of signs and wonders.



Chapter 4 - You Can Still Be Saved

If you’re left behind, you may be thinking you messed up and missed your chance to live in heaven for eternity with God. That’s not the case. There’s still hope for you. You can be saved too. You can see your loved ones who vanished in the rapture again. The decision is entirely up to you. You just have to make the right choice.

God loves you and wants to spend eternity with you. But there’s a problem, and it’s called sin. Sin is doing and even thinking anything that isn’t perfect and holy. Every single one of us commits sin. We can’t help it; it’s our nature. It doesn’t matter what your sin is or how big or little you perceive your sin to be. It could be lying, lust, pride, or murder. Any sin is sin in God’s eyes.

There is no one who does good, no, not so much as one. (Romans 3:12)

God is perfect and sinless and righteous in every way. Thus so is where he lives, heaven. Sin is the opposite of God. Sin cannot exist in heaven. Since people are inherently sinful, no one can live with God unless the sin problem is taken care of first.

Case in point: Adam and Eve. They lived in the garden of Eden with God. They saw God every day. Heaven is wherever God is, so they essentially lived in heaven. After they sinned and ate from the forbidden tree, they got kicked out of the garden. They couldn’t live with God anymore. This Scripture records that event. God sent “him,” which is Adam, out from the garden.

God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life. (Genesis 3:23-24)

Here’s the good news: God has a solution for the sin problem. He demands a perfect and spotless sacrifice to atone for sin. When Adam and Eve first sinned, God killed an animal to clothe them and atone for their sin.

Yahweh God made garments of animal skins for Adam and for his wife, and clothed them. (Genesis 3:21)

In the Old Testament times before Jesus came, God’s people sacrificed animals to atone for their sin.

If anyone of the common people sins unwittingly, in doing any of the things which Yahweh has commanded not to be done, and is guilty, if his sin which he has sinned is made known to him, then he shall bring for his offering a goat, a female without defect, for his sin which he has sinned. He shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering, and kill the sin offering in the place of burnt offering. (Leviticus 4:27-29)

Under the old system, the high priest brought the blood of animals into the Holy Place as a sacrifice for sin, and the bodies of the animals were burned outside the camp. (Hebrews 13:11 NLT)

Don’t run off to find an animal you can sacrifice to atone for your sin. God’s already taken care of the sacrifice offering permanently for you. He loves you so much that he sent Jesus, his perfect and sinless and righteous son, down to earth to live as a man. Jesus was then sacrificed for you. He was crucified to atone for your sin. We know this worked, because Jesus isn’t dead. God raised him from the dead. Then Jesus appeared to hundreds of people in his risen state. All you have to do now is believe.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

Belief. It seems too simple doesn’t it? But that’s the irony, it’s not simple at all. In fact, belief is really hard. The Bible says the path to God is narrow and most don’t find it. That’s because we’re accustomed to striving for what we want down here on earth. The harder we work, the more we get. We love to boast about our accomplishments. We love to be in control. That’s not God’s way. God is in control, and it’s about what God did, not what you’ve done. His solution is a gift. He gave his son as a gift to you. You just have to accept it.

But God, being rich in mercy, for his great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—… for by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God. (Ephesians 2:4-5, 8)

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, that no one would boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

You see, it’s God’s grace that saved you. As sinners, we are doomed to an eternal life far removed from God. That’s God’s rule. Grace is God demonstrating his love for us by pardoning us based on us believing Jesus died for our sins. God treated Jesus the way we deserve to be treated. Jesus was crucified. God did that so he could treat us the way Jesus deserves to be treated. Jesus is now in heaven with God.

A person who believes what they cannot yet see has faith. They believe God and that Jesus died for their sins. Have faith.

Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, proof of things not seen. (Hebrews 11:1)

Here’s what you must come to believe.
 

You recognize that you are a sinner.

You don’t want to be a sinner anymore. You ask God to forgive you.

You want to live with God for eternity in heaven.

You know that you can’t save yourself.

You believe that God sent his son Jesus to atone for your sin by dying on the cross.

You believe that God raised Jesus from the dead and that Jesus reigns with God in heaven.

You surrender your salvation to Jesus and ask him to come into your life.
 

Now you can’t just go through the motions and say these things. You have to actually mean them, deep down from your heart. That’s what faith is all about.

This is the good news of the Bible. That Jesus, the son of God, died for your sins, rose from the grave, and reigns from heaven with God.

Now I declare to you, brothers, the Good News which I preached to you, which also you received, in which you also stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold firmly the word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. (1 Corinthians 15:1-4)

If you truly believe all those things, then tell God. That’s what praying is, just talking to God. Tell him you believe each of those truths and ask him to come into your life. And he will indeed!

It will be that whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved. (Acts 2:21)

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,” says Yahweh, “thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you hope and a future. You shall call on me, and you shall go and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You shall seek me, and find me, when you search for me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:11-13)

Here’s an example prayer you can say to God:

“Lord Jesus, I know that I’m a sinner and that I need your forgiveness so that I can live with you for eternity in heaven. Please forgive me. I believe that you are the son of God and that you died on the cross for my sins. I believe that you rose from the grave! I want to turn from my sins and trust and follow you as Lord and Savior. Please come into my heart and life. In Jesus’s name, amen.”



Chapter 5 - Left Behind Starter Checklist

Here’s a short checklist to help you get through what’s happened and prepare for what’s to come. A more detailed checklist is included in Chapter 43.
 

1. Choose to believe that Jesus died for you

This is the most important thing on this checklist. In fact, it’s the only thing on this list that matters at all. If you decide not to believe in Jesus, then nothing else is going to make any difference whatsoever. I know that’s hard to hear for some of you, but it’s the truth. You must choose to believe if you want to be saved and live with God in heaven for eternity.

If you’re not ready to make this decision yet, keep reading this book and start on the second item in this checklist. You’ll keep learning about God and how much he loves you, and you’ll be better equipped to make this decision.

If the rapture has happened, you are now living in very perilous times. Realize you could die at any second regardless of if you believe or not. Your survival during this time isn’t guaranteed. It’s imperative you make the right choice quickly.
 

2. Get a Bible

You need to know the truth, and the truth is God’s word. So go get a Bible. Truth will be hard to come by; remember that strong delusion is coming. I recommend you get more than one Bible because I think you’ll need them. Also get Bibles in multiple formats like a book, an epub or pdf file, and an audio file. Once you have a Bible, you need to actually read it if you want to know the truth. I recommend reading the books of John and Luke first.
 

3. Get some Bible study resources

I cannot emphasize how important knowing the truth, God’s word, is going to be. You’ll need to study the Bible, understand what it says, and know how to apply it to your life. I recommend you get a study Bible. These include additional information and commentary to help you understand key verses. You should also look online for teachings and sermons from good preachers and download them. These may be hard for you to find, so here’s an idea: if any of your neighbors, friends, or family vanished, they likely had a Bible and may have other resources too.
 

4. Pray

Talk to God. Tell him what you’re going through, how you feel, and what you need. He knows all of that already, but he wants you to have a relationship with him. If you give your burdens to God, he’ll give you peace in return.

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7)

5. Get survival gear

You are now living in dangerous times. Survival skills are essential. You should get some books on prepping and survival and stock up on the supplies they suggest. Or find some old episodes of survival TV shows online and watch them. Focus on the basics: food and water, shelter, and clothing.
 

6. Stick together

It’s very difficult to be alone and survive in perilous conditions. Two people will come up with more ideas and be able to tackle more problems than a single person. Find a friend or group of people that you can get through this difficult time with. Then stick together and support each other.

Check out my website, rapture911.com, for links to resources.





Part 2 – The Rapture And Why It Happened

Blessed Assurance

By Fanny Crosby. Published in 1873.2
 


Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!

O what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.
 


(Refrain:) This is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long;

this is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long.
 


Perfect submission, perfect delight!

Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;

Angels descending bring from above

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. (Refrain)
 


Perfect submission, all is at rest!

I in my Savior am happy and blessed,

Watching and waiting, looking above,

Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. (Refrain)



Chapter 6 - The Rapture

The rapture is an event the Bible tells us happens in the last days before the second coming of Jesus. The word rapture means to be caught up, snatched away, seized, or carried off to another place of existence. That’s exactly what happened to the millions of people who disappeared. Jesus took them to heaven. I like to think of it like the Star Trek teleportation technology. Jesus “beamed up” all those people who disappeared.

The millions of people who disappeared may not appear to have anything in common. They’ll be from all over the planet and be of different races, genders, ages, incomes, and cultures. However, they did have one very important belief in common. Each person who disappeared had put their faith in Jesus Christ. Throughout this book I will refer to these people as believers.

Some of you may wonder who this Jesus is, why someone would put their faith in him, and what exactly does it mean to do that. Those are great questions and exactly what you should be asking. I answer each of those questions in detail in Part 3 of this book.

In this chapter, I explain why Jesus took them, why you were left behind, and what this now means for you.

The Bible is God’s word and contains the truth because God wrote it. God is truth. God used men to do the actual writing, but God gave them the exact words to say. Refer to Part 5 and Part 6 in this book to learn all about the Bible and why you can trust it. It’s a wonderful love letter from God.

Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, that each person who belongs to God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

If we want to know why God took the people who disappeared, then we need to look for answers in the Bible. Let’s start by understanding what the Bible says about the rapture.

But we don’t want you to be ignorant, brothers, concerning those who have fallen asleep, so that you don’t grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we tell you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will in no way precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with God’s trumpet. The dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. So we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore comfort one another with these words. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

Notice the phrase “caught up.” In Latin it’s translated rapio. It’s where we get the English word rapture from. This Scripture tells us what happened to the people who vanished. Jesus came down from heaven and gathered them in the clouds with him. It tells us why Jesus took them; it’s because they believed Jesus died and rose again. The people who disappeared are described as “alive” and “who are left until the coming of the Lord.” They aren’t the only ones Jesus took. We also learn that “the dead in Christ” were gathered too. These are people who had put their faith in Jesus, but already died. Death is also referenced in the Scripture as “fallen asleep.” They died between the resurrection of Jesus and the rapture. This Scripture also gives us a glimpse of what those gathered people are doing now. It says they “will be with the Lord forever.” That means they are now with Jesus, the Lord, for all eternity. If you’re grieving the loss of someone who disappeared, take comfort in knowing what happened to them.

That Scripture was written by Paul the apostle in AD 51. How did he know this was going to happen and describe it in such detail? He wasn’t a psychic as some of you may be thinking. Psychics get their information from Satan and demons, not God. That’s why God forbids that type of activity in the Bible. Paul was one of God’s prophets. He met Jesus after Jesus was resurrected, and then he believed. God spoke to Paul and showed him events that were to come. God did this for our benefit so that we could be prepared.

This Scripture was also written by Paul the apostle a few years later in AD 55. There are some clues that tell us this passage is also about the rapture. The first clue is “we will not all sleep.”

Now I say this, brothers, that flesh and blood can’t inherit God’s Kingdom; neither does the perishable inherit imperishable. Behold, I tell you a mystery. We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed. For this perishable body must become imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this perishable body will have become imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then what is written will happen: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” (1 Corinthians 15:50-54)

“Flesh and blood” is a reference to our current bodies. They’re temporary and not eternal. That’s why they can’t live in God’s kingdom, which is heaven. Paul tells us not everyone will “sleep” which means some people won’t die. Instead, those people who didn’t die were changed in a moment. This happened at the sound of a trumpet. That trumpet was mentioned in the prior Scripture we looked at too. That trumpet signaled the rapture. We learn some extra details about what happened to the people Jesus gathered. They got new immortal bodies that are suitable for living in heaven for eternity. In that moment, their perishable body that could die was transformed into an imperishable and immortal body.

Here’s another Scripture written by Paul the apostle also in AD 51 that references the rapture.

Now, brothers, concerning the coming of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah, and our gathering together to him, we ask you not to be quickly shaken in your mind, nor yet be troubled, either by spirit, or by word, or by letter as from us, saying that the day of Messiah had come. Let no one deceive you in any way. For it will not be, unless the departure comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of destruction. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 HNV)

It says the “Lord Yeshua the Messiah” is coming and believers will be gathered together to him. Messiah means Christ or anointed by God. That’s Jesus. This is about Jesus’s second coming when he physically returns to earth. We learn that his second coming won’t happen until “the departure” happens first. That’s a reference to the rapture. Once the rapture happens, “the man of sin” is revealed. He is the Antichrist. You see, the Antichrist has a big part to play in the events to come. If the believers were still on the planet, they would prevent the Antichrist from playing his part. You’re going to learn more about the Antichrist later.

This Scripture about the rapture was written by the apostle John in AD 90. John was one of Jesus’s disciples and followed Jesus during his ministry. Here, John is quoting something Jesus said to his disciples before he was crucified. His disciples were believers who had put their faith in him.

Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe in God. Believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many homes. If it weren’t so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and will receive you to myself; that where I am, you may be there also. (John 14:1-3)

Jesus tells them to believe in God and in “me” which is himself. Then he says there are “many homes” in his “father’s house.” That’s God’s house. He was leaving to go “prepare a place” for them there. We know that God’s house is in heaven. So Jesus was leaving for heaven, and he would come get them at a later time. This was the next thing Jesus wanted them to be expecting: his future return to get them. The phrase “receive you to myself” means to take to one’s self. That’s literally what happened in the rapture. Jesus took the believers to himself. He did this so that the believers could be where he is. Jesus is currently in heaven. In the rapture, Jesus met the believers in the clouds and took them to himself in heaven. This Scripture applies to anyone who puts their faith in Jesus. The people who vanished are in God’s house, heaven, right now. If you put your faith in Jesus, you get this promise too. Jesus has a place prepared just for you too.

Some people have interpreted that Scripture as being about Jesus’s second coming when he physically appears on the planet again. But that doesn’t make any sense. At Jesus’s second coming, believers are already with him in heaven and are in fact coming with him to earth. Jesus won’t be receiving or taking anyone to himself at his second coming. No, that Scripture is talking about the rapture.

The rapture-related Scriptures I’ve shared so far have come from the New Testament books of the Bible. So you may be thinking the rapture is a relatively new concept and only something taught after Jesus’s death and resurrection. That’s not the case. The rapture is also mentioned in the Old Testament. Let’s look at a couple Scriptures that describe the event.

Here’s one written by the prophet Zephaniah in the 7th century BC. He urges people to seek God who is called “Yahweh.” This is so that they can be protected or “hidden” during the day of God’s anger. That’s exactly what the rapture of Jesus’s followers did, it protects them from God’s anger.

Seek Yahweh, all you humble of the land, who have kept his ordinances. Seek righteousness. Seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden in the day of Yahweh’s anger. (Zephaniah 2:3)

This was written by King David way back in the 10th century BC. In this Scripture, he tells us that he longs to live in the house of God. He knows this is where he’ll be secretly hidden during the day of trouble. That was one of the reasons for the rapture. God took the believers and has them safely hidden in heaven. They are protected from God’s wrath and Satan’s destruction and lies during this most difficult and perilous time.

One thing I have asked of Yahweh, that I will seek after: that I may dwell in Yahweh’s house all the days of my life, to see Yahweh’s beauty, and to inquire in his temple. For in the day of trouble, he will keep me secretly in his pavilion. In the secret place of his tabernacle, he will hide me. He will lift me up on a rock. (Psalm 27:4-5)

Here’s what I think is the best depiction of the rapture in the Old Testament. This Scripture was written by the prophet Isaiah in the 8th century BC. We learn similar details from this Scripture that we learned in the New Testament.

Just as a woman with child, who draws near the time of her delivery, is in pain and cries out in her pangs, so we have been before you, Yahweh. We have been with child. We have been in pain. We gave birth, it seems, only to wind. We have not worked any deliverance in the earth; neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen. Your dead shall live. My dead bodies shall arise. Awake and sing, you who dwell in the dust; for your dew is like the dew of herbs, and the earth will cast out the departed spirits. Come, my people, enter into your rooms, and shut your doors behind you. Hide yourself for a little moment, until the indignation is past. For, behold, Yahweh comes out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity. (Isaiah 26:17-21)

He tells us the dead will live, the dead will arise, and that the “earth will cast out the departed spirits.” We know this is referring to dead believers in Jesus because they are happy and singing. There’s no happiness or singing in hell. That was the first event that happened during the rapture; the bodies of dead believers in Jesus were resurrected. The next phrase in Isaiah’s prophecy refers to the believers who were alive and were raptured. It says: “come, my people, enter into your rooms, and shut your doors.” This is similar to how Jesus described the rapture, isn’t it? Jesus said he was preparing a room for his followers and he would come get them again. The shut door is an act of protection. God shut the door on the ark to protect Noah and his family during the flood. The believers were taken to their rooms that were prepared by Jesus. The last few sentences tell us the dead believers who were resurrected and the believers who were raptured are hiding themselves for a little while because God is punishing the inhabitants of the earth for their sin. “Iniquity” means sin. This is exactly what we learned in the New Testament rapture Scriptures.

I hope you now see that God warned people about the rapture and his coming judgment for thousands of years. The people who disappeared met Jesus in the clouds and are currently living in heaven under the protection of God almighty.



Chapter 7 - Rapture Precedents

We can better understand what God is doing and why he’s doing it in regard to the rapture by looking at what God did in the past. We’ll look at six things we can learn from the flood and the destruction of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah as precedents for the rapture. These events will give us some key insights into what’s taking place now.

7.1. Evil Incited God’s Wrath

Thousands of years ago, the world was filled with evil, wickedness, and violence. Because of that, God sent his wrath against the entire earth in the form of a worldwide flood.

The Nephilim were in the earth in those days, and also after that, when God’s sons came in to men’s daughters and had children with them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown. Yahweh saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of man’s heart was continually only evil. … Yahweh said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the surface of the ground—man, along with animals, creeping things, and birds of the sky—for I am sorry that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in Yahweh’s eyes. … The earth was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. God saw the earth, and saw that it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. God said to Noah, “I will bring an end to all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them and the earth.” (Genesis 6:4-5, 7-8, 11-13)

“God’s sons” in the Scripture above refers to angels, not men. When they slept with women the result was a race of giants. The Nephilim is a reference to those offspring. I know this seems really absurd. Angels leaving heaven to sleep with women! Yes, it happened. Those fallen angels committed a terrible sin and rebelled against God by leaving heaven and having sex with women on the earth. Now that you’re aware of this event, I’m sure the story of David and Goliath makes so much more sense. You see, Goliath was one of those giants, an offspring of the Nephilim.

Here we also learn that all of God’s creation was corrupted, not just the humans. God said he was sorry that he created the “animals, creeping things, and birds.” He said “the earth was corrupt” and “all flesh” was corrupted. This means everything had become polluted and rotten. I think the angels, who had become experts in mixing species, must have taught men how to breed different animal species together and produce abominations. They were all playing god. The fallen angels and wicked people had corrupted the entire earth and the human gene pool. God had to send the flood to clean up the mess the fallen angels and our ancestors made in order to preserve the human race and the rest of his creation.

Well those fallen angels got in big trouble. The Bible tells us God has them locked up in darkness, awaiting the day of judgment.

Angels who didn’t keep their first domain, but deserted their own dwelling place, he has kept in everlasting bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day. (Jude 1:6)

There’s a non-biblical text that’s mentioned in the Bible that provides additional insight into what happened during that time. While it isn’t considered the Word of God because it’s not included in the Bible, the Bible author who mentioned this text certainly valued the knowledge it contained. So let’s consider it a helpful resource.

I want to look at the Book of Enoch. Enoch was the great-grandfather of Noah. He lived on earth before the flood, during this time of great wickedness. This book bearing his name contains some interesting details to help us understand the fallen angels and their offspring, the Nephilim. The Book of Enoch is not included in the Bible today and thus not considered Holy Scripture. However, during the first and second centuries AD, the Bible authors considered it a legitimate resource. Jude, Jesus’s half-brother, even quoted from the Book of Enoch in Jude 1:14-15. When the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered, they found copies of the early sections of the Book of Enoch preserved among them.3 It’s evident that our ancestors valued what the book said





















































7.2. God Warned Everyone Before His Wrath















































7.3. God Treated Believers And Unbelievers Differently During His Wrath



















7.4. God Removed Believers Before His Wrath Began







7.5. God Protected Believers From His Wrath














7.6. God’s Wrath Started After Believers Were Removed
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