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Did Jesus Christ keep the law of Moses? And if he did, then is this law still binding on Christians today? Many believe that all Christians must either partially or completely adhere to the “Law of Moses” even in this modern day. The only way we can come to the truth of the matter is to search the scriptures and come to the right conclusion.

As with anything you are learning from God’s holy scriptures, you need to read with an open mind and heart. If you allow your previous beliefs to influence your understanding, then you will never arrive at the truth of any matter. You must allow God’s words, the words of Jesus Christ, to be your guide, and believe what God has presented to you.

We are told the handwriting in ordinances, or the “Law of Moses”, was nailed to the cross, as is clear from.


Col 2:12  having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 

Col 2:13  You were dead through your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh. He made you alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses. 

Col 2:14  wiping out the handwriting in ordinances which was against us; and he has taken it out of the way, nailing it to the cross; 


The first question we may have here is this. Is the entire law of Moses, or only a portion of it nailed to the cross? This book reveals the truth to you from God’s own words, the holy bible. The following scripture is one I like to use in any book I write, as a reminder of the importance of both the old and the new testaments in the bible.


2Ti 3:16  Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness. 

2Ti 3:17  that each person who belongs to God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 


The relationship between the Old and New Testaments was described by Augustine this way: “The new is in the old concealed; the old is in the new revealed.” These two testaments are of equal value when studying the word of God. They must not be separated from one another. Many in the church neglect the old testament, while the Jews ignore the new testament. They are all one book and the written word of God, so we must read and learn from both.

With that thought in mind, let us examine the entire bible for what God has revealed in his sacred writings. 

The law of Moses, with its ordinances, was still in force until the day Jesus was crucified. Because this is when the law was nailed to the cross. Since there was no “cross of Jesus” before this time, there was nowhere to nail these laws. 

Before this time, the church did not exist. The day of Pentecost was still just over 50 days away, and this is when the church first came into being. Therefore, the only law that existed before Jesus was crucified was the “Law of Moses”.

We understand that the “Law of Moses” is the “Law of God”. There is only one “law”, not two. We can plainly see this by comparing the following verses. First, in the book of Ezra, the “law of Moses” was given by God as we are told in.


Ezr 7:6  this Ezra came up from Babylon. He was a teacher well versed in the Law of Moses, which the LORD, the God of Israel, had given. The king had granted him everything he asked, for the hand of the LORD his God was on him. 


Now compare this to what we are taught in the book of Nehemiah, chapter 10 verse 29. Here we are told the “law of God” was given by Moses. 


Neh 10:29  all these now join their fellow Israelites the nobles, and bind themselves with a curse and an oath to follow the Law of God given through Moses the servant of God and to obey carefully all the commands, regulations and decrees of the LORD our Lord. 


These terms are used interchangeably. Again, this is because the “Law of Moses” and the “Law of God” are the same law, there is only one “law”.

Now let us turn our attention to the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. According to Galatians chapter 4 and verse 4, Jesus was “born under the law”, and as we have just seen, this is the “Law of God”, or the “law of Moses”.


Gal 4:4  But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 


Therefore, if Jesus was born “under the law”, then he must have kept all of God’s laws perfectly. Otherwise, he would have been guilty of sin, but as we know, he lived a sinless life. Let us see some laws Jesus kept.

(1) His parents had him circumcised in accordance with the law (Luke 2:21); 


Luk 2:21  On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he was conceived. 


(2) Sacrifices were offered for him under the law. To reinforce what I said earlier, the “law of Moses” and the “Law of God” are the same law. Both terms are used in this passage of scripture, reinforcing this truth.


Luk 2:22  When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 

Luk 2:23  (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord"), 

Luk 2:24  and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: "a pair of doves or two young pigeons." 


(3) When Jesus performed miracles, he commanded those he had cured to offer sacrifices under the law as we see in the following 2 verses. 


Mar 1:44  "See that you don't tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them." 

Luk 5:14  Then Jesus ordered him, "Don't tell anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them." 


(4) Jesus always kept the Sabbath. Indeed, he claims to be the Lord of the Sabbath.


Luk 4:16  He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 


(5) Jesus kept all of God’s holy days and the Passover.


Mat 26:17  On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?" 

Mat 26:18  He replied, "Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, 'The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.'" 

Mat 26:19  So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 


(6) Jesus directed his disciples to do all that was commanded by the law of Moses.


Mat 23:2  “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat.”

Mat 23:3  So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 


There should be absolutely no doubt that Jesus Christ kept all the “laws of Moses”. Also known as the “laws of God”. So now we must ask the all importance questions. Are Christians expected to follow the example of Jesus Christ? And are Christians required, in this modern day and age, to keep the full “law of Moses”?

These are very interesting questions. A careful search of the scriptures is needed to find the truth in these matters, and then allow the word of God to direct your understanding. As with all knowledge from the bible, you will not find it all in one place, neatly packaged. God expects us to search the scriptures to find the truth he has placed in his holy bible. 

Please try to read with an open mind and allow God to influence your mind.
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Everything Changes
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In the first chapter, we established Jesus definitely kept the “laws of Moses” perfectly. There should be no doubt about this. But upon his death, everything changed. The new covenant then became a reality, but only after Jesus died on the cross. This truth is revealed to us in.


Heb 9:14  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 

Heb 9:15  For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 

Heb 9:16  In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, 

Heb 9:17  because a will is in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living. 


Here in Hebrews 9 verse 15, we see that Jesus Christ is the mediator of a new covenant. But notice what else is revealed in this verse. That those called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, followed by the all important words, “Now that he has died.”

This new covenant that Christ has set up did not come into force until the very moment he died upon the cross. After Jesus' death, the new covenant was established, and those
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