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			Reader Reactions:

			“I thought it was a super fun book! So much happens! And I love adventure!” – Hanno, 10 years old.

			“I really like Plaza Patatta because it’s very funny and also a little bit exciting — and I love that.” – Indy, 10 years old.

			“I like Plaza Patatta because it has fun adventures and fun main characters.” – Jip, 11 years old.

			“Adventurous, cool, scary, mysterious, funny, short, fun, exciting, surprising, cheerful, sad.” – Myrthe, 8 years old.

			 

			Professional Reviews:

			“Lively stories written in short chapters. Hilarious black-and-white pen illustrations in various sizes that perfectly match the tone of the story.” – Dutch Libraries.

			“What an amazing book! The story fits perfectly with the world of a 12-year-old. It’s easy to read and just right for kids aged 8 to 12. The illustrations are cheerful, funny, and capture the story really well. Highly recommended for children, both at home and at school!” – Dutch book blogger Susan.

			“Let me immediately compliment the cheerful and funny illustrations by Silvester.” – Dutch book blogger Conny

			“It’s a cheerful, optimistic story. Thanks to the simple language (Level 7), the small number of pages, and the many illustrations, it’s also great for struggling readers.” – Dutch book magazine

			“The suspense holds all the way through to the last chapter.” – Dutch book blogger Pluizer

			“She also captures the hearts of elementary school students with her thrilling Plaza Patatta series.” – Boekreviews.nl, about Nanda Roep.

			“Fast-paced story with a good dose of humor. The book is packed with fun facts about Paris.” – Dutch Libraries, about Panic in Paris.

		


		
			The Plaza Patatta series consists of ...

			1.A Secret Hatch

			2. The Missing Boy

			3. The Locked Room

			4. A Toxic Intruder

			5. Who’s Knocking There?! 

			6. The Theater Creeper

			7. Panic in Paris

			8. Silent Night, Scary Night

			9. The Mysterious Waiter

			10. A Fantastic Birthday

			11. Luna’s Flop Party

			12. Luna’s School Disaster

			13. The Big, Fantastic Plaza Patatta Kids’ Cookbook

			14. Horse Trouble

			15. The Big Soccer Match

			16. The Mystery Sneaker

			17. The Speedy Vlogger

		


		
			Menu
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			Reception

			Who’s Who?

			Appetizers 

			1: Watch Out for Strangers

			2: Arc de Triomphe

			3: The Eiffel Tower

			Main courses 

			4: Shocked and Angry

			5: Bois de Boulogne

			6: Girl Soup

			7: Connection Lost

			8: The Seine (Madam Crunch)

			9: Opéra Bastille

			Desserts

			10: He’s Escaping!

			11: Gagging and Gasping

			12: Plaza Fries Flipper!

			Side Dishes

			Madam Crunch  (Croque Madame)

			Croissants

			Peppermint Lemonade

		


		
			Who’s Who? 

			This adventurous young lady is eleven; the oldest child in the family. That means she’s already allowed to carry the family’s passports. And she gets her own phone so she can, for example, run an errand on her own in a foreign country. And, well… it’s really happening! She got a phone! Borrowed from her mom, of course! It’s only for this trip, but she doesn’t care. A phone is a phone. Her name is Luna.
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			This travel-loving type is the second and youngest child in the family. She truly doesn’t mind that she’s not allowed to have a phone, not at all (ahem…). After all, she’s the smartest and will pick up the French language super quickly. If she ever needs a phone, she’ll just ask to borrow one. Her name is  Lisa.

			And this sweet, beautiful, famous, and well-endowed lady is Mrs. Richardson. Mommy Marian, the opera star. Unfortunately, she can’t come to Paris because she’s performing in Bulgaria. That means Daddy Howard has to both attend a workshop and take care of their daughters. To be honest, she’s a little worried about that.
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			And this is their father: Daddy Howard Richardson. He is the proud chef of his own restaurant, Plaza Patatta. It would have been better if he were actually a good chef—haha—but hey, at least he’s proud, and that counts for something!
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			Dad has a friend, Luke, the Cook*, who actually knows how to cook. Luke has arranged for Dad to take part in a workshop with Monsieur Spatèl, a three-star chef. It was a birthday present—nice, right? This means he gets to observe in the famous kitchen and, hopefully, even help prepare some dishes for the diners.

			Dad is pretty nervous about it. What is a beginner chef like him supposed to do in a three-star kitchen?! But hey, never look a gift horse in the mouth, especially when it’s this exciting. So, off they go. By train, to Paris, France. Because that’s where Monsieur Spatèl has his famous Michelin-starred restaurant.
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						* Check out Plaza Patatta: Silent Night, Anxious Night


				

			

		


		
			1. Watch Out for Strangers

			They zoom through the Netherlands and Belgium by train. Now that they’re almost in Paris, Daddy Howard scoots closer and looks at his daughters seriously. He says, “I’ve told you plenty of times about strangers who lure children, haven’t I? They use simple things like candy to trick kids...”

			Luna and Lisa nod. They have been traveling for six hours and are relieved they will soon be getting off the train. They sigh deeply and roll their eyes. “Yes, Dad.”

			“No, no, don’t get annoyed.” Their father takes a deep breath, and it’s clear—he’s about to tell the whole story again. “There are people, usually men, who carry around sweets, candy for kids. They wait until they see children playing alone and ask if they’d like a lollipop.”

			“Then we say no,” Luna says and nods.

			“They’ll tell you they have jars full of candy at home and invite you to come see and pick out some sweets.”

			Lisa giggles. “Dad, we’re not toddlers anymore.”

			Luna nudges her. “You still are.”

			“Ha. Ha,” Lisa says sarcastically. “Very funny.” But Luna is already laughing at her own joke. She plays with the phone in her hands. It’s really cool—a pink one that can take photos and videos.

			Dad sighs. “Good, that’s important.” He places his hand over Luna’s. “You do understand how important this is, right?”

			Luna clears her throat, but Lisa nods. She understands. There are bad people in the world with bad intentions. And now that their father will be taking lessons from a famous chef in Paris, there will be mornings when they are alone in the apartment. But they are nine and eleven—definitely old enough. They will be careful.

			§

			They step off the train at Gare du Nord. It’s a famous train station; one of the busiest in the world. Luna and Lisa mostly find it hot and overcrowded with travelers.

			“You’ll get food and drinks soon,” Dad says. “Once we arrive at the restaurant.”

			Luna’s phone beeps. She sets her rolling suitcase down and checks the screen. “A text from Mom,” she says. “She’s asking if we’ve arrived safely.”

			Dad nods. “Reply when we get there. Then you can tell her about the restaurant, too.”

			Of course, Luna wants to reply immediately. She actually wants to play with the phone all day! It’s Mom’s private phone; the one she uses at home so she won’t be constantly disturbed by work messages.

			Mom had really wanted to take them to Bulgaria with her, but she couldn’t book extra seats on the plane. Dad had reassured her that he’d take good care of them, even while attending his cooking course.
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			Luna and Lisa had actually wanted to stay with Kamil to help take care of Plaza Patatta, but none of the adults thought that was a responsible idea. Kamil
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