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3 of Swords

Alice walked into the tarot reading room and stopped. She looked around wondering where Madeline was. Eliot was in the greenhouse tending to the plants while listening to music. Alice blinked. She could hear the music and it was comforting.

She turned towards the shelf with the special deck. She walked over to it and spread the cards. She drew a card and turned it over. She looked at it unaware that someone was entering the room.

“Alice, which card is it today?”

Alice turned around and saw her aunt. The young elf showed the card.

Madeline nodded. “Ah, the 3 of Swords. That one tends to bother people.”

“Hmm. I can see the swords piercing the heart would disturb people. I’m sure it’s symbolic.”

Madeline nodded. Alice inclined her head and then walked past her aunt. Soon the young elf was walking upstairs to her room. She sat down at her desk and quickly found the two corresponding cards from her decks. She opened her notebook and picked up her pen.

She blinked. She started jotting down notes as things came to her. The first thing she noticed was the pain caused by a change in a relationship. Probably one that was breaking apart. She sighed. She had known painful relationships which had broken down. Such as the one she had with her mother.

Or even the one Alice had with Heath. She sighed again and paused in her notes. She could see clearly that he was just as bad as her mother. The main difference being that Alice didn’t know him as long and that made it easier to get away from him and fight back. Her mother the young elf had known her entire life and had already trusted before she knew how bad things could be.

She nodded and resumed her notes. She knew she couldn’t do anything about them and that avoiding them was the best thing she could do for anyone when it came to those bad relationships.

She smiled to herself when she thought about the relationship she had with her aunt and with Eliot. Alice paused again to reflect how good both were and how they didn’t play any games or try to manipulate her. She nodded and took more notes.

She could still hear the music Eliot was playing and wondered what Madeline thought about it. The elder elf hadn’t complained and seemed to go with it. The only thing she really did was tease Eliot about wanting music on while he worked.

Alice laughed when she heard Madeline teasing Eliot once again. It was clear the elder elf wasn’t entirely annoyed, but perhaps just enough to express her curmudgeonliness in a funny way. Eliot’s response was just as funny.

“You young elves and your music. Honestly!”

“Is there something else you’d prefer that I play?”

Alice laughed even louder. This was the kind of thing she craved and was grateful she could live in a place with two wonderful people. She looked out the window to see her two roommates in the garden together.

“Well, that’s not what I listened to you when I was your age.”

“Probably not. What did you listen to you?”

“The kind of music which drove my parents crazy.”

All three elves laughed at that. Madeline and Eliot looked up to see Alice laughing.

Madeline said, “Alice, I bet you enjoy the kind of music he plays!”

Alice responded, “Yes, I do.”

Madeline throw up her hands. “I’m out voted in my own home.”

All three elves laughed even louder.

Alice said, “The music Madeline likes isn’t so bad.”

Eliot said, “Really? Perhaps I should play some next.”

Madeline walked over to Eliot to help him select some. Alice went back to her studying. The music was completely different, and all the elves were fine with it on.

A client just left the tarot reading room and Alice found Madeline by herself. The older elf turned around and blinked.

“Do you want to share what you’ve learned from the card today?”

Alice nodded. “The 3 of Swords is about relationships changing. That change can be painful, but it can also be healing. It can mean disappointment and separation and a breaking apart of any kind of relationship. However, the reverse meaning seems to be worse because the swords can be pushed deeper into the heart.”

“Ah, you noticed that. Good for you. Now you can see why this card bothers people.”

“Yes, I can see that. The card does signify pain from a relationship. It could be grief over the loss of one. Such as when a loved one dies. Then we have a period of healing to go through.”

“Very good. I think you’re going to do fine when you’re reading for more clients. Which reminds me, you may need another practice reading.”

“I would like that. I’m sure Eliot will volunteer if we don’t have a client.”

Madeline nodded. “Of course he will. It’s good that I don’t have to ask him. I can just tell him you need to practice.”

Alice laughed. “I’m so glad you two are healthier than my mother. It makes it easier to live here and feel safe.”

Madeline smiled. “So, you can have healthier relationships.”

Alice nodded. “It’s wonderful. I guess I didn’t adopt the victim mentality.”

Madeline said, “Never adopt that. If you do, it’s far too easy to become the abuser.”

“Oh, I didn’t realize that. I guess I just couldn’t follow the complex social structure of the victim/abuser mentality. That’s probably why most of my friends when I was a kid were male.”

Madeline nodded. “That can save you from the mentality and keep you from repeating the patterns. I thought you had trouble whenever you tried to work for someone else.”

“I did. I stopped trying when I realized it didn’t matter what I did, I’d lose the job every time. I think I was picking bosses who acted just like my mother. So, I had to stop doing that and when I did, I no longer was able to get a job.”

Madeline sighed. “I see. No wonder you were at your wits end.”

Alice blinked. “How did you know that?”

“I used my intuition and tarot readings.”

Alice nodded. “Well, I’ve been reprogramming myself and clearing blocks that I had. I think it’s finally starting to turn around now.”

“I hope so too. It’s not fun to not be able to support yourself and get blamed you’re just not doing it right and you’re plain lazy.”

“Or stupid and mentally ill.”

“That too.”

Eliot stepped inside. “Hello, ladies. Anything happening?”

Madeline smiled. “Alice needs to do another practice reading.”

Eliot nodded. “Okay, I’m ready.”

Alice laughed and followed him into the tarot reading room. They sat down in their respective seats and Madeline soon followed them. She grabbed a deck and handed it to Alice before sitting down in the corner.

Alice shuffled and waited for Eliot.

“Okay, I don’t really have a question for now. So, I guess a general reading.”

Alice nodded. “Okay. That works for me.” She continued to shuffle the cards a bit longer.

Finally, she drew three cards and turned them over. The first card was Death. The second was 8 of Pentacles and the third was the Page of Pentacles. She blinked as she set aside the deck. She thought a moment as she studied the cards.

“Okay, so you just went through a transition period in which you had to take on more responsibility. Now you’re in the 8 of Pentacles, which means you’ve gotten used to doing your work on your own. You’re still pushing and doing what you need to do. In the future, you’ll still be studying and growing as a person.”

He smiled. “Sounds good to me. I do feel I have gotten used to taking care of the plants on my own. Madeline is still around if I need any help, but so far things have been good.”

Madeline smiled. “You are doing a good job. I’m glad my trust in you was correct. I think you’ll be fine. You just need more clients so you can earn enough money, but I think that will happen for you.”

Alice looked at Madeline. “Do you have anything to add?”

Madeline shook her head. “No, I think what you saw is good.”

Alice smiled. Madeline left moments later to take a nap.

Eliot said, “Well, I think you give me good readings. I should tell others about your talents, so you can acquire a few more clients too.”

“I’d like that.”

“I know you would. So, you enjoyed the banter between Madeline and me earlier.”

Alice laughed. “Yes, she wasn’t really complaining as much as she was teasing you about your music.”

“Then she says that what she liked to listen to drove her parents crazy.”

They laughed together.

“That’s Madeline for you. She can see the irony and point it out. What did you think of the music she likes?”

“It’s not bad, but I still like my stuff.”

They laughed again.

“Well, at least you know what to do if it drives her too crazy.”

“Yeah, just switch to something she likes better and then it’s fine.”

“It was never like this with my mother. She always hated my music. So, I learned to listen to it with ear pods. Then she wondered what I listened to. That woman just could never be happy no matter what.”

“That’s annoying and it doesn’t make any sense to me.”

“It doesn’t to me either. I’m glad you and Madeline aren’t like that.”

“Oh? You still like living with us?”

“Yes. I’m still glad I came and I’d like to stay longer. I want to see where it all leads.”
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