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INTRODUCTION

VISIONS OF SUGAR PLUMS: CULTIVATING CHRISTMAS CONSCIOUSNESS ALL YEAR LONG

Since writing A Very Vintage Christmas, I have expanded my decorating from a one-bedroom apartment to a five-bedroom historic home. As a result, I’ve gone from five Christmas trees to more than twenty . . . and counting. My decorating now includes multiple mantles, a formal dining room, a sitting room, a guest room, and several outdoor spaces, including four porches. As my space has grown, so has my creative vision and my collection of ornaments, lights, and decorations.

A larger space meant being able to expand my visions of decorating and celebrating. When looking at homes, the first thing I did was envision where the Christmas trees would go. I know I am not alone in this! I purchased my home for many reasons, but at the top of the list was having prime spots to deco¬rate and share my Visions of a Very Vintage Christmas!

Since I’ve already covered the history and overviews of holiday decorating and ornaments, lights, and decorations in A Very Vintage Christmas, this new book focuses largely on decorating, collecting, and celebrating. It’s rich with all my decorated spaces—including several years’ worth of Christmases.

As Christmas has become more and more discussed and collected all year long, I know many share my everlasting love of holiday decorating and celebrating. I’ve cultivated a “Christmas Consciousness” that is now with me daily. I find things at auctions and flea markets that I use as elements of my holiday decor, and I decorate differently themed trees each year. All of this requires planning and commitment . . . and it is truly a labor of love.

“I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.”

—Charles Dickens



[image: Image_vi_01]
Every year Mom took me to see Santa at our hometown department store, Hess’s. When I was four my brother Johnny decorated this tree for me as a surprise. The expression on my face is one I call “tree glee.”

As a kid I made ornaments with my mom all year long—largely in the summer, when I had vacation from school. As I crafted, I also envisioned how they’d look on the tree. For a time, I’d even bring out all our ornaments and decorations over the summer and take stock—seeing how the newly made ones would complement the others. Mom thought I was crazy, but she never discouraged me.

Similarly, my brother and I would hit yard sales in the summer, and I always looked for vintage ornaments; I did the same with Dad at auctions and flea markets. I’d even go through my grandmother’s vintage holiday craft magazines in the dog days of summer, looking for different things to make and do. Clearly, there is holly in my heart.
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Nana and I had a special bond. Here we are when I was eighteen in front of one of my trees with vintage ornaments. Nana gifted me her choir boy candles; now I display them in front of her photo.

The older I get, the more this passage from Scrooge in Charles Dickens’s A Christmas Carol res-onates with me: “I will honour Christmas in my heart and try to keep it all the year. I will live in the Past, the Present, and the Future. The Spirits of all Three shall strive within me. I will not shut out the lessons that they teach.” My personal amendment to that beautiful sentiment is that I will also honor those who helped put Christmas in my heart in the first place. I do that by carrying on traditions, crafts, and recipes and by sharing stories and using my loved ones’ decorations (or ones like them I find at flea markets).

In my world, those people are Mom, Dad, Nana, Grandma, my brother Johnny, and many others who are no longer on this physical plane. When I’m putting cloves in an orange or stuffing stockings, Mom is right there with me. Similarly, decorating with ornaments she and I made together is a way of honoring her. All that time spent together making ornaments, deco-rating, etc., is not lost. It’s a part of me, and I look forward to sharing those parts of me with you in this book.
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Mom cloved oranges every Christmas. Here she is bringing the tradition to my home.

The objects I use to decorate have history and senti-mentality. They have a story to tell and a spirit to keep alive. In many cases they are from or relate to relatives or friends who are no longer physically alive, but whose spirit is very much alive in traditions, recipes, decor, and more. For me, a powerful example is the light-up Santa my brother gave me and put under my first tree, which he decorated as a surprise. I still have that Santa (you’ll see him in this book), and when I decorate with him, my brother’s love is right there. In fact, this guy is the only piece of holiday decor I keep out all year. When he’s not in a holiday display, he’s a nightlight in my bathroom.


[image: Image_ix_01]
Mom, Nana, and my sister Robin all made matching Christmas skirts. Here they are in front of a tree with our handmade ornaments in the 1980s.

Another example is Nana’s trio of choirboy candles, which she gave to me. They were very special to her—the only holiday decor she purchased one Christmas due to a lean year in our family business. They came from the local five-and-dime, and she told me sometimes it’s the littlest things that brought her joy. Now I like to display them in front of her photo.
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At Christmastime, the child in all of us has a chance to come out and play.
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I’m grateful for the opportunity to create another holiday book, as I do have Christmas in my heart all year long. And just like with those ornaments I made with Mom, I’m writing this in the summer, looking back on all the photos I’ve had taken for this book. I’m deeply excited about sharing my greatly expanded vision with the world.

Judging from the comments on my social media pages, I know there is an audience that very much connects with my style of decorating and celebrating. If I had to describe it in a word, it would be “nos-talgic.” What I’ve come to realize is that Christmas is a feeling, and I try to create spaces that bring that feeling to life.

My decorating philosophy is “See it. Plan it. Do it.” Seeing your own vision of holiday decorating and celebrating is personal and meaningful. My hope is that this book will be an angel on your shoulder, helping to both inspire you and give you practical tips on how to execute your own Visions of a Very Vintage Christmas.
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CHAPTER

1

BE A VERY VINTAGE CHRISTMAS VISIONARY:
TAKE INSPIRATION FROM THE PAST AND PLAN FOR TODAY

A popular guide for meditation involves envisioning a place where you feel comfortable and safe—an oasis of sorts like a beach or a body of water. When I embark on a similar meditative journey, my vision is typically a room in my grandparents’ home or family’s home decorated for Christmas. I remember the fragrance of pine and bayberry, the familiar carols playing on the stereo and the Yule log on the TV. With my family, there were always freshly baked goods with wafts of cinnamon and other holiday spices coming from the kitchen.

Other places I visit in the holiday journeys of my mind are our church as it was decorated for Christmas and our beloved local department stores. All these places were a treat for the senses and made me feel comfort, connection, and continuity.

While many of these places and loved ones are no longer physically present, I can visit them anytime I like when I close my eyes and focus on all the beautiful details that are alive in my heart and mind. This is how I begin to manifest my own personal Visions of a Very Vintage Christmas.



[image: Image_002_01]
Nostalgic images of Christmases past spark my imagination and serve as inspiration for my decorating and celebrating today.

Now in my own home, my living room is where I have a vintage TV with the Yule log on the screen and classic Christmas music playing. This atmosphere is one I create annually, and it taps into my nostalgic memories of being at my grandparents’ home on Christmas Eve, where a similar Yule log and music were part of the scene.

I also use vintage ornaments, lights, and decorations that either belonged to my relatives or are ones I’ve found at vintage venues that remind me of ones from my childhood. I believe that Christmas awakens the child within us and encourages that child to come out and play. A fan of my work told me she was looking at one of my books with her granddaughter, who referred to my decorations as my “toys.” She remarked that I had a lot of them and that it must be fun to play with them. She is right on both counts!
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I tap into the memories of the magical department stores of my childhood by adding special display pieces I find at vintage venues (like a life-sized mechanical Santa I found at my local flea market). These joyful elements of a bygone era add nostalgia to my home and make that era not seem so bygone after all.
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Mom was an incredibly sentimental saver, and the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. I am very grateful to have photos of myself with my first Christmas tree and so many other images, such as me on Santa’s lap at Hess’s department store in Allentown, Pennsylvania. I look at these photos and see how very much I was loved and cherished by Mom. She always picked out a cute outfit for me, had my hair looking nice, and passed along her glee
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Christmas morning is a magical time for children of all ages; these images capture the joy and wonder of the season.
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Vintage catalogs are great resources for identifying ornaments and other decor. It’s also fun to see what toys were popular in other eras.
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Fred Waringandthe Pennsylvaniansreally bring me the feeling of holiday nostalgia. This is a favorite record in my collection; even the cover is wonderful.
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These metallic plastic choir boy ornaments really pop on my white tree.
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I love vintage holiday songbooks. The arrangements are spectacular, and the graphics are charming.
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Vintage ads are fun to collect and are a great way to learn about holiday history. These two are from Woolworth’s (where Mom and I shopped for stocking stuffers) and Ford.
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Gurley candles were famous for being too cute to burn. Here’s a whole box of them from my collection; I have a soft spot for the choir kids—they’re the ones Nana had.
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Caroling can be structured or spontaneous. It’s common for certain loved ones and I to burst out in song together; it’s always nice to have a vintage book of carols handy.
These iconic Shiny Brite indent ornaments are quintessentially American. They beam with postwar optimism.
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Santa mugs like these were once in many homes. Now they are highly collectible.
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Colored strings of lights were much more common than all-white ones. Here’s a replacement box that I use in my nostalgic decorating.
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The variety of vintage holiday greeting cards out there is endless. I think this cubist one featuring an international choir is frame-worthy.
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Joyful mid-century snowmen like these were made in Japan. I love the colors.


[image: Image_021_03]
This German angel offering a tree to the Christ Child is a lucky thrift store find.
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This tiny blue plastic tree with frosted branches is a favorite decoration.
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From mycollectionofvintage department store ephemera: This JC Penny shelf display was likely one of many on countertops in the store; the toy catalog was anxiously awaited by many a child.
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Knee-hugger elves like this one were wildly popular in the 1960s and ’70s. I love this guy’s green metallic suit.
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This trio of Japanese houses have red cellophane windows that glow in the light of the tree.
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I love ribbon candy; this box that once held some adds fun to my displays.
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Joyful Japanese indent ornaments in their original box were once sold in five-and-dime stores and they are so nostalgic.


[image: Image_023_02]
Christmas snow was often used to add a wintery touch to displays. Now I just like to display the boxes.
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Bottlebrush trees with glitter and beads are always in plentiful supply in my home.
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A tiny tree like this one was likely made for a dollhouse. I like to put them next to framed photos of loved ones.
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I use sprays like this one in mantle displays, tucked in the branches of a tree or even as a decoration for a special gift.
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Foil reflectors add a lot of razzle dazzle to Christmas lights.
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Mom had bottlebrush wreaths like this one; she’d use them in the kitchen to dress up artwork, curtain tiebacks, etc.
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It’s hard not to love pink tinsel garland—especially this one by Doubl-Glowith its original packaging.



[image: Image_025_01]
Trips to see Santa at department stores all over the country were often commemorated with a photograph inside a decorative envelope. Mom had a collection of these for all of us. Here’s mine from Hess’s department store in Allentown, Pennsylvania.
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Activity and coloring books were frequent giveaways at the holidays at many retail outlets. Here’s one from another of my hometown department stores, Leh’s, and another from Woolworth’s.
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