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OUR MOON ADVENTURE

 


It was 10:30 at
night and everyone in the house was asleep. A warm August breeze
was gently floating through Kayley's open window making the
curtains jiggle. There was a full moon out and it was shining
brightly, lighting up the yard and even into Kayley's bedroom.
Kayley's eyes began to flicker as the moonlight got brighter and it
eventually woke her up. "Wow," said Kayley "The moon is sure bright
tonight. It's almost like day time or as if my bedroom light is
on."

She rolled over
and over and tried to hide under the covers to avoid the bright
light. She even closed her blind and curtains but still the light
came in. Now she was wide awake. She thought to herself, “I wonder
what it is like on the moon?”

Kayley opened
her bedroom door and peered across to her sister Hannah's bedroom.
It too was all lit up with bright moon light. She put on her
housecoat and slippers and crept over to Hannah's room. She gently
shook Hannah's bed and pulled on her sheets until Hannah opened one
eye and muttered, "Hey Kayley, turn the light off. I can't sleep
with it on!"

Kayley said,
"Your light is off, that is the moonlight shining so bright."
Hannah sat up and said, "Gee, it is just like daylight in my room
and even outside."

Then Kayley got
an idea. She said, "Hey Hannah, remember that time you made your
bed fly way up in the sky and we went to Candy Land, Bubble Land
and Toy Land?"

Hannah said
with a yawn, "Yup, that was awhile ago." "Well," said Kayley, "Why
don't you see if you can make your bed fly again and this time lets
go to the moon."

Hannah then
replied, "Well I guess you will keep bugging me until I try. Hop in
and hold on tight." Like a flash of moon dust, Kayley jumped into
Hannah's bed and grabbed tightly onto a side rail with one hand and
covered her eyes with the other.

Hannah
stretched out her legs and lifted them slightly, clenched her fists
tightly and her bed began to shudder a bit and then it moved
forward and rose off the floor. It gently passed right through the
bed room wall and outside into the warm clear evening air. Kayley
removed her hand from over her eyes and yelled, "Hannah! Your bed
still can fly! Let's go!"
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Hannah's bed
flying skills came back quickly to her and she veered left and
accelerated quickly over the ocean and up into the night sky
towards the moon. The bed sheets were flapping and the girls were
laughing.

Soon the lights
of Campbell River were just a faint blur. There were a few large
white fluffy clouds around and Hannah flew between them, not
wanting to take any chances of flying through them and picking up
ice on the sides of her bed. After about an hour of flying she
slowed down a bit to get her bearings and plot out a course to the
moon. The moon now looked really big and bright.

Just then a
white misty image appeared beside Hannah's bed and it seemed to be
following her. The image got closer and came up beside Hannah and
suddenly yelled, "Hannah! What the heck are you doing way up
here?"

Hannah and
Kayley were both a little frightened at first but then realized
that it was Windy Winnie. Hannah stopped and just drifted in the
air next to a big cloud then Winnie came closer.
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"Kayley and I
are going to the moon to see what it is like," said Hannah.

"Wow that will
be quite a trip and adventure. This is about as high up as I go
because there is not much air or wind at high altitudes," said
Winnie. She further explained, "Did you know there is no weather on
the moon? No air, wind, rain, or clouds, and the temperatures are
either very hot or very cold."

"You have a
long way to go yet as the moon is about 364,000 kilometers from
earth. Well I have to go back to work now. Have a safe trip and say
hi to Brightley and Heatley if you see them. They usually hang out
way up in the sky near the sun and moon." Then with a gust of air
Winnie disappeared into the darkened skies.

"Wow, that was
cool seeing Winnie way up here," said Kayley. "Yeah, it was." said
Hannah. "Good thing my bed is equipped with a special
Extravehicular Mobility Unit (EMU) for us to use when we get to the
moon. As Winnie mentioned, there is no air there," said Hannah.

"What the heck
is an EMU?" asked Kayley.

"It is a Space Suit
to wear that protects us from the heat, cold,
small flying objects and it enables us to breath in places where
there is no air," explained Hannah.

Hannah then
accelerated quickly again and the bed raced deeper into space.
After another hour of flying, Kayley noticed two bright yellow
spots way out in amongst the stars. The spots seemed to be getting
closer. Hannah slowed down a bit and took a look at the spots
through her binoculars.

"Hey Kayley,
its Brightley and Heatley, and they are coming our way!" shouted
Hannah.
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Within seconds
the two sunlets were along side of Hannah's bed. "Hey, great to see
you guys again," said Heatley. "The last time we saw you both was
at the beach in Campbell River, when we had that good picnic in
November. What are you girls doing way up here?” he asked.

Hannah said,
"Kayley wanted me to take her to the moon to look around a bit and
I wanted to see if my Magical Bed could still fly."

"Well your bed
is amazing" said Brightley. "Did you know that the moon has no
atmosphere or source of light? As a matter of fact, the moonlight
that you see back on the earth is caused by the sun reflecting on
the moon's surface. Right now our parents, The Sun, look after that
but when we grow up it will be our job to light up the moon. You
are about half way to the moon now so if you want to go there and
back home before morning, you better get moving."

Just then
Brightley noticed some smoke coming from the edge of Hannah's bed
where Heatley was standing. "Hey Heatley! Get back away from
Hannah's wooden bed! You are starting to burn the wood!"

"Oops, sorry,"
said Heatley, "I forget that I heat things up quite a bit if I get
too close and sometimes even set them on fire."

Hannah said,"
Oh no problem, I could probably cover the burn mark with a little
paint when I get back home."

"Have a safe
trip and maybe we will see you again on the beach at Campbell River
in the spring or summertime," said Brightley.

"Oh, by the
way, Winnie says Hi" said Kayley.

"Say Hello to
her too from both of us," yelled Brightley. Then Heatley and
Brightley floated off in between the planets and stars and out of
sight.

"Nice seeing
those guys again," said Hannah. "But now, let's get going." Hannah
leaned back, squeezed her fists real tight and raised her legs. The
bed shot off into the dark.

After about
another hour of flying time Hannah checked her Star Map and
navigation plot graph. She set her final course to the moon. "We
should be there in about 5 minutes" Hannah said. "Put on your EMU
and hold on tight."

Hannah slowed
her bed down a bit and made a wide turn in between two planets and
a twinkling star. It got pitch black and impossible to see
anything. Kayley shone her flashlight out in front of the bed but
still couldn't see much. Hannah made another course change and
began to descend.

Suddenly the
bed shook violently and a few blankets flew off and were lost in
space. Kayley looked a little worried and thought they might be
lost. Hannah put her arm around Kayley and said, "Don't be scared
Big Sister. I think my bed will get us there safely."

Hannah then
lowered the rear flaps on the bed slowing it down even more. She
then made a
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