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      The day begins like any other: with a trip to temple. Dressed in a simple tunic and a pair of trousers, and wearing nice black shoes, I prepare for a morning of services on a day during which the sun is shining brightly, and the clouds are just beginning to draw forward.

      “Bryce,” my grandmother says. “Are you almost ready?”

      “Yes, Grandma,” I say, lifting my eyes to face her.

      Grandma Nona smiles as she looks at me, then says, “Good. We should get going now. They’ll start without us if we don’t hurry.”

      “But what about Mom and Dad?” I ask as she takes hold of her walking stick and leads me to the door. “Aren’t they coming?”

      “They’re on wall duty today, dear. They’re watching the skies.”

      “Why do they have to watch anyway?” I ask as we step out into the warm morning air. “It’s not like anything’s ever come and attacked us.”

      “You can never be too sure,” she offers.

      With a frown, I step out behind my grandmother, wait for her to turn and secure the door, then smile as I take hold of her hand and lead her up the road.

      A life atop Earthwalker Eula is simple, for a girl like me. Blessed to have been born after the plague bloom, I have never had to worry about the Fallen dead that rise as a result of its spores. My mother, though, and my father—they had seen it firsthand, and as a result, have always told me to be alert.

      You never know what will happen, my father once said, or when.

      But what, I wonder, would happen, up here atop the Guardian? My parents, and the rest of the Antutuan people, had fled their homeland atop the Earthwalkers long before I was born, and yet, they still fear a resurgence someday. It isn’t like many people die unnatural deaths atop our Guardian. Most people, when they die, do so of old age, under the watch of family who can properly consecrate them to a true death before they resurrect. So why worry?

      I ponder these thoughts, and more, as we make our way along the dirt path that has been etched upon the Earthwalker’s back as a result of years of exposure. My grandmother keeps a slow yet steady pace, still strong even at her advanced age. And I—well, I am still a girl of twelve, and wishing my purpose would reveal itself sooner rather than later.

      “Grandma Nona,” I say as we draw ever closer to the market.

      “Yes, dear?” She asks.

      “When do you think we’ll reach the Promised Lands?”

      “I’ll tell you what I do each time you ask this: someday.”

      “Someday?” I pout. “Come on! Surely you know!”

      “‘Blessed are the lands in the north,’” my grandmother says, “‘that lie beyond the great mountain.’”

      “Grandma!” I cry. “Stop speaking in riddles.”

      “That’s not a riddle, my dear. That comes from the Great Book itself. You would know that if you listened.”

      “I do listen,” I say, and sigh. “I just… don’t remember all the words in the book.”

      “No one does, dear.”

      “Not even the Sages?”

      “Not even the Sages,” my grandmother says. She lifts her eyes to look at the rising temple and smiles as she gazes upon the statue of our god, Kira, atop it. “There. Don’t you see? She’s shining on us today. It means, today, we will be safe.”

      We will be safe, I think.

      Then I whisper, “We will be safe.”

      The temple’s doors are open wide for those worshippers to come and hear the Grand Sage’s words. Before them stands none other than High Sage Hera—who, with a wide smile and grand face, greets each of us as we approach.

      “Hello, Nona Song,” she says, bowing her head. “And hello to you, young Bryce.”

      “Hello, High Sage Hera,” I reply, offering the kindest smile I can muster.

      “It is so great to see both of you on this day. Especially you, Nona.” She extends her palm and takes hold of my grandmother’s hand. “Tell me—are your daughter and her husband on the walls?”

      “They are,” Grandma Nona says. “Though I wish they could be here, they are doing their duty for our people by keeping us safe.”

      “Blessed be,” High Sage Hera says.

      “Blessed be,” my grandmother and I say.
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