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TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE received The Man from Galilee as their Saviour and Lord and who are waiting for His soon Return.
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“37you yourselves know what happened, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.”

Acts 10:37-38.
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BEFORE 1967, THE FULL Gospel had never been preached in Mauritius. 

There were only traditionally established “Christian” Churches – mainly Roman Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian and Seventh Day Adventist.

The Roman Catholic Church was - and still is – the largest congregation.

Mauritius has an ethnically mixed population. All over the island there are Roman Catholic churches, Hindu and Tamil temples, Mosques for Muslims and Pagodas for Buddhist Chinese.

Overall, the population is predominantly Hindu.

In 1967, however, a French missionary arrived in Mauritius. His name was Aimé Cizeron.

He belonged to the Assembly of God of France.

One day, the Holy Spirit prompted him to come and preach the full Gospel in the Indian Ocean islands of Reunion and Mauritius.

As Reunion is a French Oversea Department, he, quite naturally, went to Reunion first.

When he arrived in Mauritius, he knew nobody. He just came by faith.

At the national Airport, he enquired of people whether there were any church or organization that preached the Bible.

I must say that, although the majority of “Christians”, including myself, were Roman Catholic, we were not allowed to read the Bible: we were told that, if we did, we would become mad – literally speaking! That was one of the lies the Catholic priests “invented” to keep people in ignorance.

Later on, I would see, in the Gospel, a Scripture regarding this:

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you shut up the Kingdom of Heaven against men; for you don’t enter in yourselves, neither do you allow those who are entering in to enter.”​[1]

He was given the address of the Bible Society. He went there and that’s how he established his very first contact with “Bible reading people”.

From then on, he began preaching the Gospel in the open air in major cities and villages of the country.

I was then in my early twenties and had just joined the teaching profession.

As a student, I had taken a subject “Bible Knowledge”. The syllabus comprised the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, and the Acts of the Apostles.

That was my very first contact with the Word of God.

When I started teaching in high school, I taught French primarily.

However, as I was the only Catholic teacher on the staff, I was asked to teach “Bible Knowledge”, as well.

My understanding and knowledge of the Word of God grew more and more as I taught.

In the town of Curepipe, where I lived, there was a traffic centre under construction. 

One afternoon, after work, I was passing by the traffic centre – which was later named Jan Palach after a young Czech student who immolated himself in an act of protest in 1969.​[2] Suddenly, I heard popular instrumental music being played. 

As a great fan of the sixties music, I drew near. There I saw, sitting on the floor, a small radio-cassette on which the music was being played.

Young girls and young women were walking up and down the place, smiling at people, and handing out what I learned later were Gospel tracts.

Curious to know what was going to happen, I lingered there.

As time passed, people began to gather. Soon a small crowd formed.

A few people – men and women – telling the people to go away and not to listen.

My curiosity grew.

What was ironical was that those telling the people to leave and not listen, were saying: “These people are false prophets. The Bible has said that, in the last days, there will be false prophets!”

The irony was that those who were warning others of false prophets were mostly Catholics and had never read the Bible!

Anyway, I stayed on, eager to see what was going to happen.

At 17:00 sharp, the French missionary came. He was of medium height, his head balding towards his forehead, his hair combed backwards.

He was dressed in a bush-shirt.

He took a little New Testament from his bush-shirt pocket and welcomed the people present.

“Before we listen to the good news,” he said in French, “let us sing a little song.”

He then taught the crowd a very simple French song titled: “L’homme de Galilée” – “The Man from Galilee”.

Here is a literal translation of that song:

CHORUS

“Yes, I love the Man from Galilee

I love the Man from Galilee

My burden’s lifted up

My sins are forgiven

Yes, I love the Man from Galilee.

VERSE:

Healed by His stripes

Healed His stripes

Free from sin of which He took charge

Healed by His stripes.”

Then he read an extract from the Gospel, that spoke about a demon being cast out of a man by Jesus.

There was no P.A system. But, his voice was clear, simple to understand but powerful! 

I marvelled because I have always appreciated good eloquent public speakers – being one, myself, by God’s grace.

After the preaching, he called people to come forward to receive Jesus as their personal Saviour.

A few stepped forward. Some were still hesitant, unclear about what to make of that.

Previous to that, nobody had ever heard of such an invitation.

We, the Catholics, were catholic because we had been born into that religion. 

The Hindus and the Tamils were born in the Hindu and the Tamil religions, respectively.

When the missionary called the sick to come and receive healing in the Name of Jesus, many responded.

And that was when the supernatural began!

Blind eyes were opened, deaf ears were unplugged, the lame and the paralytics went away walking, the demon-possessed fell down, rolled on the cement floor, screaming as the demons left them!

Never had there been such a phenomenon in Mauritius!

The missionary was driven to other towns and villages to preach the Gospel.

Everywhere he went, he taught his signature tune “The Man from Galilee” and the same phenomena happened.

Previous to the arrival of the missionary, people had been going to witch-doctors, fortune-tellers, diviners, sorcerers and pandits​[3] in an attempt to receive healing when they suspected they had been put under some curse. 

Those sometimes charged exorbitant fees and asked for a rooster, a black hen, a goat, a pig or a cow to be sacrificed.

But, most often, those so-called “healers” used the animals for their own benefit: they either sold them or cooked them!

But now, there was a man who laid hands upon sick people and commanded demons to leave “in the Name of Jesus” and the sick were healed and the demon-possessed were set free!  

And that, without asking for a cent!

Soon, the crowds grew so big that, with the help of responsible converts, the missionary began to preach in hired cinema halls. Those were always packed to capacity.

New converts began to be baptized by immersion. So far, “Christians” had been baptized as babies by aspersion.

No wonder, the devil got angry. He began to cause dissensions within families between the “apostates” and the rest of their families.

The converts were accused of having “sold their religion”. They were branded “Judases”​[4]!

Catholic priests and Hindu and Tamil temple leaders began to be concerned.

One particular Catholic priest even went among a crowd during an open air meeting and told the Catholics: “Don’t stay here. Go away. This is not your religion!”

For the Catholic clergy, the problem was that the preaching of the full Gospel was opening their folks’ eyes to the unbiblical teachings of their faith and to things that had been kept away from them. Their “sheep” were beginning to migrate to greener pastures!

For the Hindu and Tamil religious authorities, the problem was much more complex.

Catholicism is the traditional religion of the Creoles and of the Franco-Mauritians who are collectively known as the “General Population”.

The Creoles are people of African descent but who, during the French colonisation era, had somehow been intermingled with the white colonisers. 

The General Population, through Catholicism, “knew” The Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit “by name”. We prayed the Lord’s Prayer, for example. But we did not “know” the Godhead, spiritually speaking.

But, for a Hindu or a Tamil to become a Christian, they had to go through a complete paradigm shift. There was – and is – such a great divide! They would have to leave their Hindu gods to embrace Jesus, the “God of the General Population”, as they call it.

They were made to believe that they would have to change their Hindu and Tamil names to “Christian” names. For example, they would no longer be called “Rajesh, Vishnu, Ram, Deven, Devi, Sunita, Radha”, etc. but would have to take on names like “John, Peter, James, Roger, Mary, Suzy. Ann”, etc.

They were told that they would have change their dress code. This concerned the ladies only – the men dress as anybody else. Women would no longer wear the sari, but would wear a dress, a skirt or pants.

More importantly, there was a fear that the political balance would be upset.

The Hindus and Tamils collectively constitute the majority of the population. They are the ones who usually cause the electoral balance to tilt in favour of a Hindu-led Party. 

The General Population, on the other hand, traditionally votes against any Party that is of Hindu “inspiration”.

Consequently, the Hindu-driven Party fears that, if Hindus and Tamils turn Christian, the political power may escape them!

During the early days of that Revival, the new converts underwent severe persecutions – especially those of Indian origin.

Some were assaulted, churches were stoned or burned, Bibles were snatched from people’s hands on their way to church, torn or burned.

Pastors – especially those from a Hindu background – were threatened and molested.

But the Holy Spirit continued to work, touching people’s lives and bringing healing where there had been sickness, light where there had been darkness, life where there had been death.

Today, there are multiple thousands of born-again Christians all over the island. And several thousands of them come from a Hindu or Tamil background.

And it all started with that French missionary and his simple signature tune, “The Man from Galilee”.
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YOU HAVE, NO DOUBT, guessed that the appellation “The Man from Galilee” refers to Jesus who spent most of His ministry preaching and teaching in Galilee, the region situated in Northern Israel and south of Lebanon.

Before we go any further in our study, there are a few prerequisites that we must accept as being axiomatic.

We must accept that God is not a liar and that the Bible is His inspired Word to man. 

Consequently, we must believe everything He says in His Word.

Now, His Word says:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2The same was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him. Without him, nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness hasn’t overcome[a] it.”​[5]

You may wonder who is that “Word” referred to above. Indeed, for some, these Scriptures may sound like an enigma.

But the Bible is God’s Word revealed to us – revealed, not concealed!

So let the Bible, itself, define Who the “Word” referred to above is:

“14The Word became flesh and lived among us. We saw his glory, such glory as of the only born[b] Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.”​[6]

So, everything is now clear: the “Word” became flesh and lived among us. That is, the “Word” is not a
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