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How to use this ebook:

•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.

•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.

•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.

•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.

•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.
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Welcome to the United States, this vast land of ambition, diversity, and dreams. Covering 3.8 million sq mi (9.8 million sq km) and home to more than 340 million people, the United States has long been called an experiment: an experiment in democracy, an experiment in the idea that ingenuity and hard work are the keys to success, an experiment in governing a far-reaching land and varied populace. Experiencing the United States on a journey through its best sights and activities is at once fun and full of complexity.

You’ll find millions of acres of land protected for future generations—from the remote wilderness of the Gates of the Arctic to the wetlands of the Everglades. Its culture, embodied in its food, music, art, and festivals, draws from the influence of many cultures, of those who make this a nation of immigrants, of those who were enslaved, and of those who are indigenous to the land. You can taste this influence in pueblo cuisine, dance to it in New Orleans jazz, and see it in the quilts, jewelry, and handicrafts made by artisans across the country. And it’s in getting to know the nation’s heroes, from activists fighting to maintain fundamental rights to groundbreaking musicians, that it’s possible to see the great potential of this country and its people.

Experiencing the best of the United States can inspire, change perspectives, transform—and hopefully encourage us all to keep contributing to making this country’s great experiment a success.


TOP 10 Experiences
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1 MARVELING AT ALASKA’S ACTIVE GLACIERS

Whether you’re ice-climbing on Matanuska Glacier or watching glacial ice dropping into the sea, these remnants from another time in the earth’s geologic history inspire awe.
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2 MAKING A FOOD PILGRIMAGE TO NEW ORLEANS

Beignets, po’boys, gumbo, crawfish . . . if there’s one city in the United States to travel to for the food, it’s New Orleans.




[image: Image]

3 SAVORING THE NEW FOOD CREATIONS AT THE IOWA STATE FAIR

State fairs are famous for serving any and all imaginable foods on a stick, but don’t miss trying food vendors’ latest creative innovations—they may become your next craving.
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4 SNORKELING THE WARM, CLEAR WATERS OF MAUI

Colorful fish, the occasional ray, and elusive turtles inhabit the underwater world off Maui’s shores.
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5 EXPERIENCING THE CHICAGO SKYLINE

The indelible buildings of this “city of broad shoulders” can be admired from a Chicago Architecture Center boat tour, the public art-filled playground of Millennium Park, or the Skydeck of the second tallest building in the country.
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6 TOURING MONUMENT VALLEY

Touring the tribal park with a Navajo guide will give you a deeper appreciation for the landscape of this sacred place and the stewards who care for the land.
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7 SEEING OLD FAITHFUL ERUPT

Yellowstone National Park’s most famous geyser shoots up to 8,400 gallons (31,800 liters) of hot water at 90-minute intervals.
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8 STEPPING BACK IN TIME AT A ROYAL RESIDENCE

The ‘Iolani Palace in Honolulu on O‘ahu was the home of Hawai‘i’s monarchy. Here you can learn about the island nation’s last ruler, Queen Lili‘uokalani, and get a glimpse of what royal life looked like in the late 19th century.
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9 JOURNEYING THROUGH US HISTORY AT THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE

You can see and feel the story of the United States—the triumphs, progress, sorrows, and horrors—unfold at this absorbing museum in Washington DC.
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10 DRIVING THE KANCAMAGUS HIGHWAY IN THE FALL

New England is known for its riot of fall colors, and this twisting road through the White Mountains shows off some of the best.





Best NATURAL WONDERS

CRATER LAKE

Oregon

This sapphire-blue lake sits in the heart of a sunken volcano.

BIG SUR COAST

California

With rugged green hills tumbling over craggy cliffs overlooking the crashing waves of the Pacific, the Big Sur coastline is epic.
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BIG SUR COAST, CALIFORNIA



ANTELOPE CANYON

Arizona

The light shining through the shafts of this slot canyon makes its red twists and twirls even more beautiful.

BADLANDS NATIONAL PARK

South Dakota

Once at the bottom of an inland sea, the Badlands hold geologic history in their layers and folds, which turn pink and yellow at sunrise or sunset.
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BADLANDS NATIONAL PARK, SOUTH DAKOTA



PICTURED ROCKS NATIONAL LAKESHORE

Michigan

Washed in shades of pink, red, and green, these famous bluffs are sculpted into caves, arches, and castle-like turrets.
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PICTURED ROCKS, MICHIGAN



NIAGARA FALLS

New York

While not the tallest in the United States, the trio of cascades that make up Niagara Falls flow with a dramatic volume.

MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK

Kentucky

Mammoth Cave is the longest known cave system in the world.

JOHN PENNEKAMP CORAL REEF STATE PARK

Florida

Diving in the waters around the Florida Keys is a major draw for water-sport enthusiasts. Here you can explore the continental United States’ only living coral reef.
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JOHN PENNEKAMP CORAL REEF STATE PARK, FLORIDA



HAWAI‘I VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK

Hawai‘i

Marvel at hot lava fields, sulphur springs, and dramatic steam vents at the active Kilauea and Mauna Loa volcanoes.

BIOLUMINESCENT BAYS

Puerto Rico

In these bays—of which Puerto Rico has three of the five in the world—tiny organisms light up the water at night.


MUSIC ACROSS AMERICA

From West Coast hip-hop and rap to New Orleans jazz to Puerto Rican salsa and reggaeton, the United States is home to many musical genres, and music is arguably one of the country’s best cultural contributions to the world. Here’s a list of places to go for some of the country’s best-known genres.

BLUES

If blues is your thing, then there are two must-go places in the South: Memphis, the birthplace of the blues, and the Mississippi Delta, where you can dive deep into the history of the blues and its seminal figures.

JAZZ AND ZYDECO

Best known for jazz, New Orleans—and its clubs and streets that host a wide range of genres—should be on any music lover’s travel list. Even outside its most famous city, Louisiana heralds its musical traditions, such as zydeco in the Acadiana region.
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JAZZ BAND PLAYING IN THE FRENCH QUARTER OF NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA



COUNTRY AND BLUEGRASS

Nashville is where country music is made, and the honky-tonks on Broadway are where to go see it live. Kentucky is the birthplace of bluegrass music, with spots to hear it that range from front porches to concert halls.

INDIE ROCK AND JUST ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE

No list of music destinations would be complete without Austin, which is billed as the Live Music Capital of the World. Indie rock, reggae, punk, country, and other bands take the stage at the Texas capital’s more than 250 venues.

SALSA

The party district Calle San Sebastián in San Juan, Puerto Rico, combines live salsa music with lots of dancing.



Best MUSEUMS AND CULTURAL CENTERS

ALASKA NATIVE HERITAGE CENTER

Anchorage, Alaska

Immerse yourself in the traditional and contemporary art and food of Alaska’s Native peoples.
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ALASKA NATIVE HERITAGE CENTER IN ANCHORAGE, ALASKA



HEARD MUSEUM

Phoenix, Arizona

The Heard Museum holds a large collection of artistic, ceremonial, and daily-life artifacts from both ancient history and modern Native American communities.

CHICKASAW CULTURAL CENTER

Sulphur, Oklahoma

Exhibits at this campus dedicated to Chickasaw history and culture include fine art and artifacts and a re-created village.

ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO

Chicago, Illinois

This stunning selection of famous and familiar works includes such icons of US art as American Gothic and Nighthawks.
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ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS



ROCK AND ROLL HALL OF FAME

Cleveland, Ohio

This “school of rock” holds a dizzying array of rock memorabilia for a complete immersion in musical history.

NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF FAME AND MUSEUM

Cooperstown, New York

This museum dedicated to the favorite national pastime is a place of homage for baseball fans everywhere.

METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART

New York City, New York

Perhaps the most famous museum in the country, the Metropolitan Museum of Art houses one of the world’s largest and most diverse collections.

NATIONAL CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM AT THE LORRAINE MOTEL

Memphis, Tennessee

The pursuit of equality for all continues, and this unforgettable museum traces where we’ve been and what we’ve achieved.

POLYNESIAN CULTURAL CENTER

O‘ahu, Hawai‘i

Learn about the traditions of the island nations of Hawai‘i, Tahiti, Tonga, Fiji, Aotearoa, and Samoa and partake in an authentic lū‘au.

Best BEACHES

HUNTINGTON BEACH

Huntington Beach, California

“Surf City USA” is known for its laid-back vibes and world-class surfing.

CITY BEACH

Coeur d’Alene, Idaho

This scenic beach along Coeur d’Alene Lake draws crowds for swimming and relaxing.

HOLLAND STATE PARK

Holland, Michigan

Weekends bring hundreds of sunbathers to this lovely and accessible beach on the Lake Michigan shore.

COAST GUARD BEACH

Cape Cod, Massachusetts

Cape Cod draws beachgoers from New England and beyond, and Coast Guard Beach is one of the best on the peninsula.
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COAST GUARD BEACH, CAPE COD, MASSACHUSETTS



LONG BEACH ISLAND

New Jersey

This barrier island hosts some of the Jersey Shore’s best surfing beaches.

CHESAPEAKE BEACH

Chesapeake Beach, Maryland

Relaxing at the beach, strolling the boardwalk, and playing at the water park make for a perfect day at Chesapeake Beach.

GULF SHORES PUBLIC BEACH

Gulf Shores, Alabama

The sugary sands at Gulf Shores make it one of the best beaches along the Gulf Coast.

BAHIA HONDA STATE PARK

Big Pine Key, Florida

The three gorgeous beaches at this state park are great for lounging, and you can snorkel right off the shore.
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BAHIA HONDA STATE PARK, FLORIDA



KA‘ANAPALI BEACH

Maui, Hawai‘i

It’s impossible to say which of Hawaii’s beaches is the most beautiful, but this one is definitely a contender.

PLAYA LUQUILLO

Puerto Rico

This crescent-shaped beach is a perfect spot to lie out under the palm trees.


WILDLIFE-WATCHING IN THE USA

The United States spans a number of ecosystems, resulting in much biodiversity. Here is a short list of fun, unique, awe-inspiring, or symbolic animals to watch for in your travels across the country.

ORCAS

In Alaska, Prince William Sound is the best place to see these distinctive black-and-white marine mammals. In the Lower 48, Washington’s San Juan Islands are the summer home of about 70 orcas.
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ORCAS IN THE SAN JUAN ISLANDS, WASHINGTON



BALD EAGLES

You can see the country’s national bird in Alaska, where thousands live throughout the state. Nevada’s only nesting bald eagles are in Lahontan State Recreation Area, and several nesting pairs live in Ohio’s Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge.

GRIZZLY BEARS

Katmai National Park and Preserve in Alaska is the best place to see these charismatic brown bears.

BISON

Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming is the best place to see the West’s iconic animal.
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BISON HERD IN YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, WYOMING



SANDHILL CRANES

The Platte River in central Nebraska sees 80 percent of the entire world’s sandhill crane population during their annual seasonal migration.

MOOSE

Maine has the highest population of these gangly quadrupeds in the Lower 48 states. Isle Royale National Park in Michigan is also a great place to spot moose.

FIREFLIES

Associated with summer evenings, fireflies can be seen in the warm, humid parts of the country. Around mid- to late May, seeing these beetles becomes even more amazing as they light up synchronously during their mating season. Head to Congaree National Park in South Carolina and Great Smoky Mountains National Park, which spans North Carolina and Tennessee, to catch this phenomenon.

WILD HORSES AND PONIES

Wild horses are a popular attraction at some barrier islands in the southeastern United States, such as the Outer Banks in North Carolina and Cumberland Island in Georgia, while wild ponies can be seen on Assateague Island in Maryland.

AMERICAN ALLIGATORS

These fierce-looking reptiles live in wetland environments, so you’ll almost surely see them in Florida’s Everglades National Park. Other prime gator-spotting opportunities are also in the South, in places such as the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge in Georgia or on a Louisiana swamp tour.

MANATEES

The Crystal River National Wildlife Refuge in Florida is one of the best places in the country—and the world—to see manatees.
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MANATEE IN CRYSTAL RIVER, FLORIDA





Best SPOTS FOR SPORTS FANS

CACTUS LEAGUE SPRING TRAINING

Valley of the Sun, Arizona

Baseball fans flock to the Phoenix area to watch Major League Baseball teams prep.

ALBUQUERQUE INTERNATIONAL BALLOON FIESTA

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Join in the fun at the world’s biggest hot-air balloon event.
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ALBUQUERQUE INTERNATIONAL BALLOON FIESTA, NEW MEXICO



FRONTIER DAYS RODEO

Cheyenne, Wyoming

For over a week, Cheyenne is home to the biggest rodeo event in the state.

FIELD OF DREAMS

Dyersville, Iowa

Set foot on the field that starred in the 1989 film Field of Dreams.

NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL MUSEUM

Kansas City, Missouri

Learn about the contributions of African Americans and people of color to America’s favorite pastime.
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NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL MUSEUM, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI



LAMBEAU FIELD ATRIUM

Green Bay, Wisconsin

Tour the home of the Green Bay Packers, one of the few community-owned professional sports teams in the country.

INDY 500

Indianapolis, Indiana

Cheer along at the famed 500-mi (800-km) race at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
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INDIANAPOLIS MOTOR SPEEDWAY IN INDIANA



BOSTON MARATHON

Boston, Massachusetts

The oldest marathon in the country is as much an event for the spectators as the runners.

KENTUCKY DERBY

Louisville, Kentucky

Every year since 1875, spectators have gathered at Churchill Downs to watch thoroughbreds speed around the racetrack.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME

Knoxville, Tennessee

Celebrate the women who have made this sport great, and see the world’s largest basketball.

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER

Miami, Florida

Catch a match at Miami Freedom Park, home of Inter Miami CF.


SUPERLATIVE SPOTS

Here are a few of the biggest, tallest, and other superlatives within the United States.

[image: image]  BIGGEST CITY: New York City, New York

[image: image]  TALLEST MOUNTAIN: Denali, Alaska
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DENALI NATIONAL PARK, ALASKA



[image: image]  LARGEST LAKE: Lake Superior

[image: image]  TALLEST BUILDING: One World Trade Center, New York

[image: image]  LONGEST RIVER: Missouri River

[image: image]  OLDEST CITY: St. Augustine, Florida

[image: image]  LOWEST POINT: Badwater Basin, Death Valley, California
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BADWATER BASIN, DEATH VALLEY, CALIFORNIA



[image: image]  LONGEST SINGLE-CABLE TRAM: Sandia Peak Tramway, New Mexico

[image: image]  DEEPEST CANYON: Hells Canyon, Oregon and Idaho

[image: image]  HIGHEST PAVED ROAD: Mount Blue Sky Scenic and Historic Byway, Colorado



Best HISTORIC HOMES

BANDELIER NATIONAL MONUMENT

New Mexico

It’s possible to climb inside some of the cavates carved into Frijoles Canyon that served as homes for the Ancestral Puebloans who lived in what is now New Mexico.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Hill Country, Texas

This two-site park preserves the 36th president’s childhood home and the ranch that was his Texas White House.

HARRIET TUBMAN HOME

Auburn, New York

Tour the home where the famous Underground Railroad conductor lived after the Civil War.

FREDERICK DOUGLASS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Washington DC

Visit the home of the abolitionist, author, and diplomat in the historic Anacostia neighborhood up the hill from the nation’s capital.
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FREDERICK DOUGLASS HOUSE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, WASHINGTON DC



MAGGIE L. WALKER NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Richmond, Virginia

This 28-room Victorian mansion was the home of the first Black woman in the United States to found a bank. It holds many of her belongings as she left them.

JOHNNY CASH BOYHOOD HOME

Dyess, Arkansas

See the home that the future Man in Black grew up in, set up to reflect the 1940s.

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BIRTH HOME

Atlanta, Georgia

Part of the Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic Site, this home is where the civil rights leader came into the world.

IVY GREEN

West Tuscumbia, Alabama

Helen Keller’s birth home still has the water pump where the future advocate for blind and deaf rights learned to spell out “water” from her teacher, Anne Sullivan.


EATING YOUR WAY THROUGH THE USA

Sampling the range and diversity of food in the United States could take a lifetime. Many books are dedicated solely to food in the United States, so this list is hardly comprehensive—it’s just a starting point.

BARBECUE

There are many barbecue styles across the country, and we love them all.

[image: image]  TEXAS: The focus of Texas barbecue is smoking the meat with the right kind of wood for the perfect amount of time, and purists of this form would never consider adding sauce.

[image: image]  KANSAS CITY: This barbecue style features slowly smoked meat slathered in a tomato-based sauce.

[image: image]  MEMPHIS: The barbecue in Memphis is known for being tangy and sweet.
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MEMPHIS BARBECUE



[image: image]  NORTH CAROLINA: Two styles vie for dominance in North Carolina. Eastern-style uses a thin vinegar and pepper sauce, while Lexington-style sports a thicker, sweeter, vinegar and pepper-based sauce.

[image: image]  SOUTH CAROLINA: Although all variants of barbecue sauce can be found in the state, South Carolina’s signature contribution is a hot, sweet mustard-based sauce.

BEEF SANDWICHES

The hamburger might be the food most associated with the United States, but across the country, there are varied preparations of beef served between bread.

[image: image]  RUNZA AND BIEROCK: Nebraska and Kansas have different names for this spiced beef, cabbage, and onion sandwich.

[image: image]  ONION BURGER: Oklahoma’s variation on the burger adds thin pieces of grilled onion to the beef, which gives the patty a savory crust.

[image: image]  PHILADELPHIA CHEESESTEAK: Last but not least, Philly’s style of beef sandwich uses slices or chunks of meat, rather than ground, with the signature layer of cheese.

BURRITOS AND TACOS

Several areas are known for Mexican food, whether authentic or with a regional spin.

[image: image]  SAN FRANCISCO: The Mission burrito, essentially an incredibly large version of the tortilla-wrapped oblong dish, is a specialty in this Northern California city.

[image: image]  TUCSON AND NOGALES: The cuisine styles of Northern Mexico, such as machaca, fill the burritos and tacos of southern Arizona.

[image: image]  CHICAGO: The nation’s third-largest city is home to the largest Mexican American population outside California and the Southwest, with the taquerias in the Pilsen neighborhood to show for it.

THREE SISTERS DISHES

Corn, beans, and squash are at the heart of Indigenous cuisine. These ingredients form the base for nourishing soups and stews found throughout the country.

[image: image]  NEW MEXICO: Taste how the Three Sisters ingredients work together in New Mexico Pueblo cuisine.

[image: image]  MINNESOTA: Head to Minneapolis to learn about traditional dishes and Indigenous food systems.

PIZZA

Just as there are barbecue rivalries, pizza is also a subject of much debate across the country.

[image: image]  CHICAGO: Also called deep-dish, this style of pizza is thick. The mozzarella is packed on the dough and is topped with a layer of tomato, rather than the other way around.

[image: image]  NEW YORK CITY: The big-as-your-head slice is ubiquitous, but for a sit-down meal, there are crispy-thin, coal-oven pies.

BEER

Beer can wash down any of the foods above, and craft brews in particular are only gaining in popularity. Here are a few hot spots for the beer enthusiast.

[image: image]  PORTLAND: Known as Beervana, Oregon’s biggest city is the epicenter of the country’s craft brewing revival.

[image: image]  DENVER: The capital of Colorado has 150 breweries and tap rooms in its metro area, and one of the founders of its first brewpub went on to become governor of the entire state of Colorado.

[image: image]  MILWAUKEE: Big-time players like Miller and Pabst hail from this Wisconsin city, but craft brews are also part of the scene here.

BOURBON AND WHISKEY

Most of the world’s bourbon comes from Kentucky, where corn, wheat, and rye are distilled with the state’s famously clean limestone-filtered water. Across the state line in Tennessee, maple charcoal filtering is added to the mix, producing the smooth, smoky spirit.

[image: image]  KENTUCKY: Follow the famed Bourbon Trail to some of the state’s best craft distilleries, set among rolling hills and charming small towns.
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KENTUCKY BOURBON



[image: image]  TENNESSEE: South of Nashville, Tennessee’s heartland is where you can sample whiskey from the country’s oldest registered distillery.



Best for PHOTOS

The United States is full of photogenic spots. Some are iconic, others are whimsical, and still others are simply breathtaking. Here are 10 places where you’ll want to have your camera ready.

CANNON BEACH

Oregon

The sea stacks at Cannon Beach are the most recognizable landmark along Oregon’s Pacific Coast Highway.

MONUMENT VALLEY

Arizona

The rock formations of Monument Valley Navajo Tribal Park are icons of the southwestern United States.

DELICATE ARCH

Utah

This natural stone arch stands in a magnificent setting atop gracefully curving slickrock in Arches National Park.

CADILLAC RANCH

Texas

Route 66 is full of photo ops, and this art installation featuring 10 Cadillacs tipped nose-first into the ground makes a memorable image.

MORMON ROW

Wyoming

These rustic buildings set against the Teton Mountains make for a dramatic photo.

ENCHANTED HIGHWAY

North Dakota

A clear blue sky is the perfect background for this series of whimsical sculptures.

GREAT RIVER ROAD

Wisconsin

The Great River Road follows the Mississippi River from Minnesota to Louisiana, but Wisconsin’s stretch, especially the portion north of La Crosse, is well known for its scenery.

STATUE OF LIBERTY

New York

This gift from France serves as a symbol of the United States and can be photographed from land or on a boat.


[image: image]

MORMON ROW, WYOMING MONUMENT VALLEY, ARIZONA CANNON BEACH, OREGON STATUE OF LIBERTY, NEW YORK



MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. MEMORIAL

Washington DC

This powerful monument is striking at any time, but for a few weeks in the spring, cherry blossoms can pop into the frame.

RAINBOW ROW

South Carolina

These 13 pastel mansions in Charleston are among the most photographed in the country.


WEST COAST

Alaska

Washington

Oregon

California


THE WEST COAST State by State

ALASKA

Why Go: The pristine landscapes of the country’s largest state hold glaciers, fjords, grizzly bears, bald eagles, and the tallest mountain in the United States.

WASHINGTON

Why Go: The Evergreen State earns its nickname from its famous rainy weather—the Olympic Peninsula is the rainiest place in the United States—and the resulting lush greenery in the western side of the state.

OREGON

Why Go: Oregon’s diverse landscapes encompass the low-key cool of Portland, the myriad waterfalls of the Columbia River Gorge, dry high deserts, and much more.

CALIFORNIA

Why Go: Southern California captures the imagination with its sunny beaches and nearly year-round beach weather, while heading north leads to dramatic coastal landscapes, massive granite rock formations, and the iconic Golden Gate Bridge.

[image: Image]



West Coast ROAD TRIP

You can travel up the coast from San Diego, California, through Portland, Oregon, to Seattle, Washington, on a three-week journey that spans almost 2,000 mi (3,220 km). This road trip stokes the imagination like few other journeys. The highway is framed by golden sands and turquoise waters, bordered by emerald rain forests, and capped off with kaleidoscopic sunsets and indigo night skies.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

San Diego to Santa Barbara: 3 Days / 220 mi (355 km)

Before starting the drive, spend the morning in San Diego, then head north to the famous Orange County beaches along CA-1, arriving in Los Angeles at the end of the day. Spend a full day in Los Angeles, checking out Griffith Park, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, or both. The next day, leave Los Angeles on CA-1, passing through Santa Monica and Malibu before merging with US 101 to reach Santa Barbara.

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

Santa Barbara to San Francisco: 3 Days / 325 mi (525 km)

Wake up in Santa Barbara, and spend the morning strolling along the coastline path and exploring the beachside city. Head up the coast on US 101 to San Luis Obispo for the night. The next day, take CA-1 out of town and through a series of small coastal towns. North of Cambria, you’ll get your first taste of the famous Big Sur coast. Head to Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park for the classic view of McWay Falls. Spend the night in Big Sur. Finish the jaw-dropping Big Sur coast drive the next morning, spending the afternoon in Carmel and Monterey. From Monterey to San Francisco, CA-1 takes about three hours and US 101 takes about two hours.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

San Francisco to Crescent City: 4 days / 355 mi (570 km)

Spend a full day in San Francisco, making sure to ride a cable car and eat a Mission burrito. In the morning, drive out of the city on US 101, over the Golden Gate Bridge, then follow signs out to CA-1 and keep going north. Near Point Arena, head inland for some wine-tasting in the Anderson Valley and spend the night in nearby Mendocino. From there, spend two days wending your way up the northern California coast on US 101, making sure to visit a couple of parks in the Redwood National and State Parks complex. Spend your last night in California in the northern town of Crescent City.

OREGON

Crescent City to Astoria: 3 days / 415 mi (670 km)

From Crescent City, keep heading north on US 101 into Oregon, enjoying the most scenic stretch of the Oregon coast to Gold Beach. Overnight in Yachats. The next day, make a detour inland at Newport to reach Portland around midday. Spend the night and have a lazy morning hanging out in the city. Turn back toward the coast to see Haystack Rock at Cannon Beach, and end up in Astoria for the night.

WASHINGTON

Astoria to Seattle: 4 days / 430 mi (690 km)

Cross the Columbia River into Washington, winding along US 101, until you reach Lake Quinault, where you’ll spend the night. Wind around Olympic National Park and visit the park’s Hoh Rain Forest, Lake Crescent, and Hurricane Ridge before calling it a day in Port Angeles. In the morning, head out to Seattle, where you’ll overnight and spend the next day. Be sure to see Pike Place Market and have a nice meal at one of the city’s chef-driven restaurants.

DRIVING TO ALASKA

6-7 days

To make an epic trip even more epic, you could keep driving north to Alaska, which requires crossing an international border into Canada. Take one day for driving from Seattle to Vancouver, British Columbia (145 mi/235 km), and exploring. Then it’s two days to drive from Vancouver to Dawson Creek, British Columbia (740 mi/1,190 km), your entry point to the Alaska Highway. The section of the Alaska Highway from Dawson Creek to Whitehorse, Yukon (870 mi/1,400 km), takes at least another two days. From Whitehorse, the most direct route to Alaska is to continue on the Alaska Highway (295 mi/475 km, 1 day) to the border, or you can take the Klondike Highway to Dawson City, Yukon (330 mi/545 km, 2 days), which links to Tok, Alaska (185 mi/300 km, 1 day) via the spectacular Top of the World Highway.

ALASKA

There is something about Alaska that has always stirred the imagination. From the first migrants who crossed the Bering land bridge during the ice ages to today’s travelers escaping the madness of city life, Alaska draws people from the world over to see its wonders: dramatic mountains and immense glaciers, rivers thick with salmon, northern lights dancing across a velvety winter sky.

AREA: 665,384 sq mi / 1,723,337 sq km (1st)

POPULATION: 740,133 (48th)

STATEHOOD DATE: January 3, 1959 (49th)

STATE CAPITAL: Juneau

[image: Image]

ORIENTATION

The capital, Juneau, is located in the area known as the Inside Passage. In south-central Alaska, Anchorage, the Kenai Peninsula, and Prince William Sound edge up against the border with Canada.

North of Anchorage is the Matanuska-Susitna Valley (Mat-Su Valley), home to fast-growing Wasilla and Palmer. Alaska’s most loved national park, Denali National Park is 100 air mi (161 air km) north of Anchorage. Extending south and west from Anchorage, the Kenai Peninsula is a recreational paradise, with fishing, hiking, rafting, sightseeing, and camping options galore.

WHEN TO GO

Alaska is primarily a summer destination, and the vast majority of its 2.7 million annual visitors travel mid-May through mid-September, with the peak in July and August. The advantages of summer travel are obvious: long days and warmer weather, not to mention the return of salmon and the emergence of bears and other wildlife. Because of Alaska’s northern location, spring arrives late, and much of the state does not green up until mid-May. The road into Denali National Park is closed by snow until late May, and the landscape can be bleak before leaves emerge.

Fall comes early. Autumn colors (primarily yellows on the aspen, birch, and willows, with reds and oranges in alpine areas) typically peak in early September in Denali, and a week or two later in the Mat-Su Valley and Kenai Peninsula. Days shorten dramatically by October—en route to the December 21 winter solstice—but longer nights also make Alaska’s famous northern lights visible. Winter visitors come to view them, and to watch such events as the Iditarod. Denali can be bitterly cold in winter, but Anchorage and points south are typically milder, especially by mid-February, as the days begin to lengthen.


TOP 3

1 SOARING OVER DENALI NATIONAL PARK ON A FLIGHTSEEING PLANE

Alaska’s most loved national park, Denali National Park is 100 air mi (161 air km) north of Anchorage. The park’s crowning jewel is 20,320-ft (6,194-m) Mount Denali. A narrow dirt road—open only to park tour buses—runs through the heart of Denali, providing opportunities to see caribou, brown bears, moose, wolves, and other wildlife, plus amazing Alaska Range vistas. Hop on a bus for a tour of the park: It’s a five-hour round-trip on the Tundra Wilderness Tour or the Denali Natural History Tour.


[image: image]

FLIGHTSEEING, DENALI NATIONAL PARK



The quaint pedestrian-friendly town of Talkeetna, halfway between Anchorage and Denali, has historic buildings and fun shops, but is best known as a base for flightseeing trips to Denali, including exhilarating glacier landings.

Several charter companies provide service to Mount Denali from the Talkeetna Airport. Talkeetna Air Taxi (14212 E. 2nd St.; 907/733-2218 or 800/533-2219; www.talkeetnaair.com) is a favorite of climbers.

2 MARVELING AT ALASKA’S MASSIVE GLACIERS

According to estimates, Alaska is home to 100,000 glaciers. Only 616 of these have been named officially and are on the must-see list of many a visitor.

[image: image]  Mendenhall: To get some of the best photos, head to the Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center (6000 Glacier Spur Rd., Juneau; 907/789-0097; www.fs.usda.gov [URL inactive]) and the 0.1-mi (160-m) trail to Photo Point. Here you can admire (from a distance is safest) the famous Mendenhall Glacier ice caves.


[image: image]

GLACIER TREKKERS ON MENDENHALL GLACIER



[image: image]  LeConte: One of the most active of the group, LeConte Glacier is also one of the most studied. You can easily book a tour to get a closer look for yourself.

[image: image]  Columbia: One of the fastest-moving glaciers in the world, Columbia glacier sheds 13 tons (11 metric tons) of ice daily. Tours leave from Valdez.

3 GETTING A GLIMPSE OF ALASKA’S CHARISMATIC BEARS

Bear-viewing is a booming business in Alaska, and visitors never forget their first sighting. The brown bear, also called grizzly, has become a symbol of true wilderness. Grizzlies and brown bears are the same species, but brown bears are larger, live along the coast, and have different food sources. Black bears are found in most forested parts of Alaska.

Polar bears are not found in south-central or interior Alaska; you’ll need to visit the North Slope around Barrow or Kaktovik to see these amazing animals.

Most folks choose a package trip to areas where the bears have become somewhat habituated to the presence of humans—but there are more adventurous opportunities as well.

World-famous Brooks Camp in Katmai National Park and Preserve (907/246-3305; www.nps.gov/katm) is one of the few places where large numbers of visitors can see bears throughout the summer. Activity centers on the Brooks River and particularly Brooks Falls, where those legendary bear-with-jumping-salmon photos are taken. Air taxis in Anchorage, Homer, Kenai, and Soldotna all provide floatplane flights to Naknek Lake, just a short hike from the river.


[image: image]

BEARS AT KATMAI NATIONAL PARK





HIGHLIGHTS

ALASKA NATIVE HERITAGE CENTER

8800 Heritage Center Dr., Anchorage; 907/330-8000; www.alaskanative.net

Learn about the state’s Native peoples through exhibits, demonstrations, and cultural presentations.


[image: image]

ALASKA NATIVE HERITAGE CENTER



Located on a 26-ac (10.5-ha) site facing the Chugach Mountains, the Alaska Native Heritage Center provides an excellent introduction to Native Alaskan culture in the state. The Welcome House has exhibits and artifacts from the five primary Native cultures in Alaska, along with a gift shop featuring quality Native art, a theater where you can watch cultural movies, a café, and a central space for concerts, dances, crafts, and Native games demonstrations. Outside, six traditional village structures have been re-created around a small pond, and Native Alaskan guides explain Alaska’s various cultures. Free tours of the grounds are given three times daily.

KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

www.nps.gov/klgo

Alaska’s gold rush changed everything. After the California stampede of 1849, the search moved north. In the 1880s and ’90s, strikes in Alaska and the Yukon followed one another in quick succession. In 1896, gold was discovered along the Klondike River in Yukon Territory, and by the end of 1897, perhaps 30,000 stampeders had reached the Klondike. Gold fever remained unabated, spreading across Alaska to Nome, Fairbanks, Kantishna, Hatcher Pass, and Hope.

Today, you can learn about the gold rush and its impact on Alaska at Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park in Skagway. Six blocks of downtown make up the historic district and keep the spirit of the 1890s alive. Here you can visit shops, the historic train depot, a cigar store, a restored homestead, and the town’s longest operating saloon. To stretch your legs and delve deeper into the area’s history, take a 4-mi (6.4-km) round-trip hike to the Gold Rush Cemetery and Lower Reid Falls. The National Historical Park is also the gateway to the Chilkoot Trail, a 33-mi (53-km) National Historic Trail made popular by the Klondike Gold Rush. The trail connects Dyea, Alaska, to British Columbia; the first 4 mi (6.4 km) on the US side make for a popular day hike.

SMALL TOWNS

The small towns of Alaska are nestled along scenic coastlines, lush forests, and remote meadows. Each town has a unique history and identity. Here are a few you should visit as you tour the state.

[image: image]  Petersburg is a small island community founded by Norwegian fisherfolk. This small town with its seafaring way of life continues to thrive. Today, Petersburg draws visitors with its hiking trails, small town charm, whale-watching spots, and proximity to glacial wilderness.

[image: image]  Ketchikan is the southern gateway to the Inside Passage. Also known as the Salmon Capital of the World, Ketchikan is a fishing-oriented town. The local Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian artisans keep Native traditions alive. You can see Native arts in totem parks around town as well as in Ketchikan’s museums and galleries.


[image: image]

KETCHIKAN



[image: image]  Sitka is the ancestral home of the Native Tlingit, with a high concentration of National Historic Places and Landmarks. In addition to a rich cultural heritage, Sitka is known for its salmon fishing, raptor center, and alpine hiking trails.

[image: image]  Homer is a premier destination for fishing, sea kayaking, hiking, fat-tire biking, and bear-viewing flights, with notable lodges, fine restaurants, informative museums, and colorful art galleries, several of which can be found along the famous Homer Spit.

[image: image]  Talkeetna, the quaint pedestrian-friendly town halfway between Anchorage and Denali, has historic buildings and fun shops, but is best known as a base for flightseeing trips to Denali, including exhilarating glacier landings.


Major CITIES

ANCHORAGE: Anchorage is home to nearly half the state’s population, an international airport, and a multitude of cultural attractions.

JUNEAU: Alaska’s capital is a thriving city. Once a former gold-mining town, Juneau frequently welcomes cruise ships into port during the summer.

FAIRBANKS: This thriving river city in the far north is one of the best places to learn about Native Arctic culture, view the northern lights, or experience midnight sun.



[image: image]  Nome is a former miners’ camp in the western part of the state along the Bering Sea. Today, the city thrives on fishing and tourism. Every March, professional dogsledders (along with thousands of spectators) arrive in Nome after traversing the thousand miles from Anchorage in the Iditarod race.

WHALE-WATCHING

The largest summer marine visitors to Alaska are the whales. Each spring gray whales are seen migrating north from along the coast off Seward; in the fall they return south. Also in the spring, humpback whales move north from Hawaii. The humpback is easily distinguished by its humplike dorsal fin, large flippers, and huge tail, which shows as it dives. These 50-ft-long (15-m-long) creatures often breach (jump) or beat the surface of the water with their tails, as if trying to send messages. Smaller (35-ft/11-m) minke whales are also common.

North of the small town of Petersburg is the best place to watch for humpback whales on a tour: Frederick Sound offers hungry humpbacks a spot to refuel on herring and krill on their long migration from Hawaii.

The killer whale (orca), which is not actually a whale but the largest of the dolphins (up to 26 ft/8 m long), travels in groups hunting fish and marine mammals. Its 6-ft-high (1.8-m) triangular dorsal fin and its black-and-white piebald pattern make it easily identifiable.

Beluga whales can often be spotted along the Turnagain Arm off the Seward Highway between Anchorage and Seward.

FISHING

Alaska is best known for its salmon. You can take part in the fishing action throughout the state. For halibut, plan your trip February-December; salmon season is May-September. Here are some of the best spots to base yourself for a rewarding fishing trip:

[image: image]  Homer is the halibut fishing capital of the world.

[image: image]  Valdez is popular with anglers seeking halibut, lingcod, and salmon.

[image: image]  Petersburg is one of the best spots for saltwater salmon and halibut.

[image: image]  Kenai River is the state’s best spot for freshwater fishing.


Best ROAD TRIP

DAY 1 Start your trip in Anchorage at the Alaska Native Heritage Center to brush up on the state’s Indigenous roots. Take a stroll or bike along Tony Knowles Coastal Trail to work up your appetite for dinner in town.

DAY 2 It’s a five-hour drive to Denali. Or, you can head to the Alaska Railroad depot and hop on the morning Denali Star train headed north to Grande Denali Lodge. Tomorrow, you’ll explore the national park.

DAY 3 Tour Denali National Park by bus (advance reservations required), whose route will deliver spectacular views of Mount Denali and Wonder Lake, and wildlife along the way.

DAY 4 Enjoy the scenic drive or the return journey on the Denali Star back to Anchorage. Relax in Anchorage’s town square before enjoying a seafood dinner.

DAY 5 Today you’ll cross the Chugach Mountains on the drive to Seward on the Seward Highway. Turnagain Pass at 900 ft (274 m) is the high point on your drive and a fine place to stretch your legs and take in the splendor of this mountain-rimmed subalpine valley. Once in town, fuel up at a brew pub—tomorrow you’ll visit Kenai Fjords.

DAY 6 Spend the day on the water on a boat tour of Kenai Fjords National Park. The tour will take you to the Northwestern Fjord or Aialik Bay, where you’ll see calving glaciers, humpback whales, and seabirds. Spend the night in Seward.

DAY 7 Return to Anchorage along the scenic Seward Highway. Enjoy the views of the extraordinary Turnagain Arm and the small harbor towns off the highway.



BEST SCENIC DRIVES

The best way to see some of Alaska’s most beautiful scenery is on a road trip.

SEWARD HIGHWAY

AK-1 and AK-9

The 127-mi (204-km) Seward Highway—a National Scenic Byway—connects Anchorage with the town of Seward on the Kenai Peninsula. Mileposts are numbered from the Seward end; subtract these numbers from 127 for the distance to Anchorage.

South from Anchorage, this busy highway hugs the shore of Turnagain Arm, passing pullouts where you can watch for wildlife, and a side road to the town of Girdwood. Near Portage (48 mi/77 km south of Anchorage), Seward Highway banks sharply to the west along Turnagain Arm before turning again southward as it enters the Kenai Peninsula and climbs continuously into the Kenai Mountains and over Turnagain Pass.


ALASKA’S NATIVE HERITAGE

Long before explorers settled in the territory that would become Alaska, Native peoples were stewards of the land. The Indigenous traditions of Athabascan, Inupiaq, Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian are evident in the cultural scenes of many of the state’s major towns and cities. The interior tribes historically subsisted on salmon and the interior’s mammals, mostly caribou and moose. One of the best places to get an overview of Native culture is the Alaska Native Heritage Center in Anchorage.

When white explorers arrived in the 19th century, the Athabascans passed on their knowledge of the land plus essential skills like dogsledding. You can find Athabascan art today in beautifully embroidered clothing and beadwork.

In the north, the Inupiaq’s knowledge of the harsh Arctic climate allowed towns like Fairbanks to establish and grow. When visiting Fairbanks, look for Native art festivals that feature traditional weaving and carving, or annual events like the World Eskimo-Indian Olympics in July.

North of Ketchikan, Totem Bight State Historical Park features totems carved by Tlingit and Haida artists.


[image: image]

TOTEM POLES





Much of the route is wilderness country within Chugach National Forest, but there are lodging and dining places at Summit Lake and the little town of Moose Pass. Ninety mi (145 km) south of Anchorage, the Seward Highway passes pretty Tern Lake, where the Sterling Highway splits off to Soldotna, Kenai, and Homer. Continuing south on the Seward Highway from Tern Lake, it’s another 37 mi (60 km) to Seward.

The Seward Highway has passing lanes, wide shoulders, and a 65-mph (105-kph) speed limit much of the way, but take the time to enjoy the scenery. Always keep your headlights on and watch for moose. The drive can usually be done in 2.5 hours if you’re in a hurry, but could easily be an all-day affair if you decide to check out funky Hope, raft down Sixmile Creek, or explore one of many excellent hikes along the way.

VALDEZ FROM FAIRBANKS OR ANCHORAGE

There are two six-hour scenic drives on the approach to Valdez. From Anchorage, take the Glenn Highway to the Richardson Highway. From Fairbanks, you’ll follow the Richardson Highway all the way to Valdez. It’s the final 26-mi (41-km) segment of the Richardson Highway that is the most spectacular. You’ll traverse the Thompson Pass and marvel at the waterfalls of Keystone Canyon.


THE WONDERS OF ALASKAN WILDLIFE

Alaska’s wildlife is a major draw for both visitors and residents. The state’s vast stretches of wilderness contain abundant mammals, birds, and fish, including some of the largest and most magnificent animals in the world. Land mammals such as brown (grizzly) and black bears, caribou, moose, Dall sheep, wolves, and musk oxen are the main attractions, but the state also has incomparable populations of birds, including such favorites as bald eagles, puffins, loons, and sandhill cranes. Marine mammals include seals, Steller sea lions, and sea otters, along with beluga whales, orca (killer) whales, humpback whales, gray whales, and others.

MOOSE

The moose is the largest member of the deer family, and Alaska has the largest moose. A bull moose in his prime gets to be about 7 ft (2.1 m) tall and weighs up to 1,600 lb (726 kg), all from eating willow stems—about 30 lb (13.6 kg) per day. They also eat aspen and birch, but willow is the staple of choice. The antlers, which are bone, are shed and renewed every year. Bulls butt their heads together to vie for dominance. The cows have one or two calves in May who stay with their mother for a year; then she chases them away. Anchorage is one of the best spots for seeing moose in the wild.

WALRUSES

Walruses were central to Native peoples and early explorers braving the harsh climate of an Alaskan winter. Walrus tusks were an important element in intricate bone-carving arts. Today, walruses are severely impacted by the melting of sea ice, which they rely on as resting places. The best place to see walruses, sometimes thousands at a time, is Walrus Islands State Game Sanctuary in the remote Bristol Bay.

CARIBOU

Caribou are found in treeless tundra across much of Alaska, but the largest herds—several hundred thousand animals—range across the Arctic. They are commonly seen from the park road in Denali National Park (particularly at mile 15 along the Savage River) and along the Denali Highway. Smaller populations are found on the Kenai Peninsula along the Kenai River near Kenai and Summit Creek Trail near Summit Lake.

EAGLES

As many eagles are found in Alaska as in the rest of the United States combined. Bald eagles are common sights along the coasts, but with their unmistakable white heads, 7-ft (2.1-m) wingspans, and dive-bombing, salmon-snatching performances, the thrill of watching them is not quickly lost.



TOP OF THE WORLD HIGHWAY

A seasonal drive in the eastern part of the state, the Top of the World Highway is a breathtaking 175-mi (282-km) route between Tok and Dawson City in Canada’s Yukon. Tok, known as the sled-dog capital of Alaska, is a remote town that was once a construction outpost of the Alaska Highway—it’s also a great spot to see the northern lights. On the five-hour drive, encounter the town of Chicken on your way through the Fortymile National Wild and Scenic River Area.


[image: image]

NORTHERN LIGHTS OVER ANCHORAGE



BEST PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS

GLACIER BAY NATIONAL PARK

1 Park Rd., Gustavus; 907/697-2230; www.nps.gov/glba

Formed by a receding glacier, this saltwater bay is a 65-mi-long (105-km) fjord speckled with huge chunks of ice. Today, Glacier Bay is a popular stop on Alaska cruises, offering visitors a glimpse of an actively retreating glacier. Most visitors arrive by boat or plane tour of the bay’s West Arm from Gustavus or Bartlett Cove. On a tour, you’ll see the Grand Pacific and Margerie Glaciers, along with sightings of wildlife and serene islands.

The Tlingit villages in the area were destroyed when the glacier rapidly advanced over 200 years ago. Today, you can visit the newly constructed Xunaa Shuká Hít (Huna Ancestors’ House), the first of its kind in Glacier Bay since the destruction of the Tlingit villages.

SITKA NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

103 Monastery St. (visitor center), Sitka; 907/747-0110; www.nps.gov/sitk

One of the best places to learn about Native culture in Alaska is the Sitka National Historical Park. On this small island, you can stroll along the Totem Trails, where several totem poles from the Tlingit and Haida people have been brought for conservation. Walking among the spruce and hemlock trees, you’ll be following the footsteps of the Tlingit people who fought against invading traders from Russia on the island. Don’t miss the Southeast Alaska Indian Cultural Center, where Native artisans teach visitors about their traditional crafts.


DOGSLED TOURS

Several companies offer wintertime dogsled tours, particularly near Willow, Talkeetna, Cantwell, and Healy. During the summer months, visitors can ride on wheeled sleds behind teams of dogs, providing a chance to get the feel of the real thing. These very popular rides—some led by Iditarod mushers—are offered in Seward, Wasilla, Willow, Cantwell, and Denali. In addition, summertime dogsled tours take place on glaciers near Seward, Girdwood, and Palmer. Tourists are flown up to the glacier by helicopter and given a chance to ride along as the dogs head across the ice and snow. It’s a unique—but uniquely expensive—experience.


[image: image]

DOGS RUNNING IN THE IDITAROD



[image: image]  Turning Heads Kennel (31722 Herman Leirer Rd.; 907/362-4354; www.turningheadskennel.com) is run by Iditarod mushers Travis Beals and Sarah Stokey, who provide the dog teams on Godwin Glacier that are accessed on helicopter tours.

[image: image]  Seavey’s IdidaRide Sled Dog Tours (12820 Old Exit Glacier Rd.; 907/224-8607; www.ididaride.com) is run by veteran musher—and 2017 Iditarod winner—Mitch Seavey.

[image: image]  Seward Helicopters (2210 Airport Rd.; 907/362-4354; www.sewardhelicopters.com; late May-early Sept.) has on-the-snow summertime dogsledding trips.



FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

THE NORTHERN LIGHTS

One of the prime attractions for winter visitors to Alaska is the chance to see the aurora borealis—northern lights—in action. The best places are northern cities like Nome or Fairbanks, but Denali National Park and Talkeetna often see aurora activity, and when conditions are right, the sky lights up across the state. Time your visit between August and mid-April. Find a place looking north without city lights or a full moon. Auroras often occur between 11pm and 2am, but sometimes nothing appears when peak action was predicted, while at other times the sky erupts without warning with a burst of color and motion.

For professional photos you’ll need a camera with high ISO capabilities and a tripod. Your photos will reveal more colors—especially reds and blues—than can be seen with the naked eye, but this is because photoreceptors in our eyes cannot differentiate colors in the dark. Nevertheless, gazing up at the night sky from a quiet, remote spot is an experience you won’t forget.

IDITAROD

https://iditarod.com; Mar.

The most Alaskan of all Alaskan events is the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race from Anchorage to Nome. The “Last Great Race” is run each March, attracting 50 or more of the world’s best mushers, each with a team of up to 20 dogs. Today’s Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race has its origins in the winter of 1925 when a diphtheria epidemic broke out in Nome and the territorial governor hurriedly dispatched a package of life-saving antitoxin serum to halt the disease’s spread. Due to the freezing conditions, delivery by dog sled was the quickest option. A Herculean relay effort by 20 different mushers and their dogs brought the vaccine to Nome in just six days. They somehow managed to cover the 674 mi (1,085 km) in conditions that included whiteout blizzards, 80 mph (130 km/h) winds, and temperatures down to -64°F (-53°C). Today, the Iditarod continues to be one of the most strenuous events in the world, with below-0°F (-18°C) temperatures, fierce winds, and all the hazards that go with crossing the most remote parts of Alaska in winter.


A PLETHORA OF NATIONAL PARKS

Alaska takes great pride in preserving its natural spaces. With many national forests and national wildlife refuges across the state, Alaska also contains eight national parks. In addition to Denali National Park and Glacier Bay National Park, you can also visit:

[image: image]  Gates of the Arctic National Park (www.nps.gov/gaar) is one of the world’s largest protected parklands at 8.4 million ac (3.3 million ha). Visitors to this remote area enjoy a tranquility that comes without roads, trails, or permanent buildings.

[image: image]  Kobuk Valley National Park (www.nps.gov/kova) encompasses the Kobuk River and the Great Kobuk Sand Dunes. The area is along the caribou migration route and is home to both grizzly and black bears.

[image: image]  Katmai National Park and Preserve (www.nps.gov/katm) is worth a visit for its volcanic landscape, outstanding salmon fishing, and the opportunity to see brown bears up close.

[image: image]  Lake Clark National Park and Preserve (www.nps.gov/lacl) is the ancestral home of the Dena’ina people. The lake, or Qizhjeh Vena, as it is known to the Dena’ina, is home to sockeye salmon. Come to hike, learn about Native heritage, and see brown bears.

[image: image]  Kenai Fjords National Park (www.nps.gov/kefj) covers 607,805 ac (245,970 ha) of ice, rock, and rugged coastline on the southern end of the Kenai Peninsula. Many visitors come to ride the tour boats past teeming bird colonies or up to tidewater glaciers; many others hike to scenic Exit Glacier or up a steep path to the edge of Harding Icefield itself.

[image: image]  Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve (www.nps.gov/wrst) is 13.2 million ac (5.3 million ha) of rugged land covered in volcanoes and glaciers. Backcountry hikers come to trek through the country’s largest national park and marvel at some of the highest peaks in the United States.



BEST FOOD

SEAFOOD

Alaska is renowned for seafood, and visitors to the state will find salmon, halibut, and crab on menus in every small town. Commercial fishing is Alaska’s second-largest industry, and Alaska accounts for more than half of the nation’s total seafood production. Here are some of the best spots to try:

[image: image]  Simon & Seaforts (420 L St., Anchorage; 907/274-3502; www.simonandseaforts.com) has splendid views overlooking Turnagain Arm, plus dishes of Alaskan halibut, salmon, and black cod.

[image: image]  Fresh Catch Café (4025 Homer Spit Rd., Homer; 907/756-3486; May-Sept.) serves halibut fish-and-chips, scallops, and king crab. This is a popular seasonal spot on the Homer Spit.

[image: image]  Alaska Salmon Bake in Pioneer Park (2300 Airport Way, Pioneer Park, Fairbanks; 907/452-7274; www.akvisit.com; mid-May-mid-Sept.) is a great spot to enjoy a seafood feast.

[image: image]  Louie’s Steak & Seafood (Uptown Motel, 47 Spur View Dr., Kenai; 907/283-3660; www.louiessteakandseafood.com) is a surf-and-turf restaurant with rustic Alaskan decor.


BEST SOUVENIRS

Native crafts are alive and well in Alaska and make a great souvenir. At craft fairs, galleries, and museum gift shops, you’ll find grass and baleen baskets, handcrafted dolls, dance fans, beadwork, jewelry, and masks. When buying Native Alaskan handicrafts from anyone other than the artist, always look for the Silver Hand logo that identifies the work as an authentic Native Alaskan piece. Reputable Anchorage places to purchase Native Alaskan pieces include the Alaska Native Heritage Center, Anchorage Museum, and Alaska Native Medical Center Craft Shop.



MAJOR AIRPORTS

[image: image]  Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport: ANC; 5000 W. International Airport Rd.; 907/266-2526; https://dot.alaska.gov/anc

[image: image]  Fairbanks International Airport: FAI; 6450 Airport Way; 907/474-2500; https://dot.alaska.gov/faiiap

[image: image]  Juneau International Airport: JNU; 1873 Shell Simmons Dr.; 907/789-7821; https://juneau.org/airport

MORE INFORMATION

TRAVEL AND TOURISM INFORMATION

[image: image]  Alaska Travel Advice: www.alaska.org

[image: image]  The Milepost: https://themilepost.com [URL inactive]

[image: image]  Alaska State Parks: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks

NEWSPAPERS

[image: image]  Anchorage Daily News: https://adn.com

WASHINGTON

Brimming with enchantment, Washington state is a true spectacle of nature, culture, and adventure. Picture this—snowy mountaintops puncturing the skyline, dense forests veiling hidden waterfalls, vast vineyards stretching under the clear skies, and rugged coastlines kissed by the Pacific, all interspersed with unique towns and cities.

Yet beyond the city lights, Washington whispers an invitation to the great outdoors. Exchange the cityscape for a canvas of stars reflected in the tranquil waters of the Pacific coast. Swap city streets for trails winding through lush, moss-draped rain forests in Olympic National Park. And suddenly, the Emerald City feels like a world away.

AREA: 71,298 sq mi / 184,661 sq km (18th)

POPULATION: 7,958,180 (13th)

STATEHOOD DATE: November 11, 1889 (42nd)

STATE CAPITAL: Olympia

[image: Image]

ORIENTATION

Seattle, distinguished by its skyline bearing the iconic Space Needle, is the state’s coastal hub. Venture into the heart of wine country in the Columbia Gorge, where sprawling vineyards and boutique wineries offer a taste of Washington’s finest vintages. Enjoy the coastal views of the Olympic Peninsula, home to Olympic National Park and the lush Hoh Rain Forest. Hike the rugged trails of Mount Rainier National Park, where alpine meadows burst with wildflowers in the summer and pristine snow blankets the terrain in winter. Delve into profound Indigenous cultures, take in the sweeping views from Hurricane Ridge, and seek majestic whales off the shores of the San Juan Islands.

WHEN TO GO

Spring in Washington brings a mix of mild temperatures and increased rainfall, particularly in the western part of the state. While it may rain sporadically throughout the day, sunny skies often appear later. Washington in the summer typically means sunshine across the state, with warm, pleasant weather and minimal rain. Fall in Washington is marked by cooler temperatures and the return of rainfall, especially in the western regions. The foliage in the Cascade Range and around Puget Sound turns vibrant hues of red, orange, and yellow, offering stunning scenic drives and hikes. Washington’s winters are wet and mild on the western side, with frequent rain and occasional snow in lower elevations. The Cascade Range and Olympic Mountains receive significant snowfall, making them popular destinations for winter sports.


TOP 3

1 GAPING AT MOUNT RAINIER’S TOWERING VOLCANIC PEAK

360/569-2211; www.nps.gov/mora

The majestic 14,410-ft (4,392-m) active stratovolcano known as Mount Rainier stands tall and proud in Mount Rainier National Park, one of the most popular tourist attractions in the state. Ancient forests cover the lower slopes, and subalpine meadows with wildflowers surround the icy volcano, making it a photographer’s dream. On clear days in Seattle, magnificent Mount Rainier is an iconic part of the city’s skyline. Parts of the mountain are open throughout the year, meaning visitors can explore this beauty in all seasons.


[image: image]

MOUNT RAINIER NATIONAL PARK



With more than 260 mi (420 km) of trails, the park is a haven for hikers of all abilities, from those seeking strolls through colorful meadows to those after challenging routes over rough terrain. In addition, thousands of mountaineers attempt to summit Mount Rainier each year. The few campsites scattered throughout the park are perfect but fill up quickly. With stunning panoramic views and an extensive network of trails through alpine environments, the Sunrise region of the park is the highest point reachable by vehicle. The Paradise area is ideal for hiking, especially on the Skyline Trail to witness the seasonal wildflowers that pop up.

2 PERUSING PIKE PLACE MARKET

Pike Pl. between Pike St. and Virginia St., Seattle; 206/682-7453; www.pikeplacemarket.org

Although the Space Needle may be the most iconic of Seattle’s landmarks, the historic Pike Place Market is the heart of the city. Originally opened in 1907 as a meeting place for local farmers and customers, the market has expanded into a broad mix of shops, restaurants, and more.
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PIKE PLACE MARKET



Sprawling over 9 ac (3.5 ha) in downtown Seattle, Pike Place Market encompasses multiple buildings and a labyrinth of over 500 stalls, shops, and eateries. This vibrant, bustling marketplace buzzes with neon signs, street performers, and everything from freshly caught seafood to bountiful local produce.

Many of Seattle’s most recognizable landmarks are in Pike Place Market. The bronze sculpture of Rachel the Piggy Bank, a charming mascot and photo opportunity, welcomes guests as they enter the market. Coffee lovers eager to explore the origins of the global coffee giant flock to the original Starbucks store, which opened in 1971, just a few minutes away. The market’s lower levels, the “Down Under,” are a labyrinth of unusual and eclectic stores selling anything from antiques to one-of-a-kind handmade items. Post Alley, which is close by, is well known for its lively ambience and the Gum Wall, an odd and multicolored mosaic of chewing gum that has evolved into an eccentric icon.

3 HIKING THROUGH PRIMORDIAL RAIN FOREST IN OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK

www.nps.gov/olym

The ancient rain forests, rocky shores, and snowcapped mountains of Olympic National Park make it seem like you’re in a storybook. The western section is home to the beautiful, moss-covered Hoh Rain Forest, and if you travel farther west to the wild Pacific coast, you’ll find waves crashing against rocky shores and aquatic life abounding in tidal pools. The Hoh Rain Forest is one of the park’s most famous attractions, known for its old-growth temperate rain forest. Hiking trails, including the popular Hall of Mosses (0.8 mi/1.2 km) and Spruce Nature Trail (1.2 mi/1.9 km), give visitors the chance to explore the lush greenery, with towering trees, mosses, and ferns that thrive in the heavy annual rainfall. Kalaloch has a rugged coastline and half a dozen beaches, including the picturesque Ruby Beach. Visitors love walking among the dramatic sea stacks and tidepools. It’s a prime location for beachcombing, bird-watching, and camping by the ocean.

The Quinault Rain Forest is an impressive introduction to the park’s magnificent rain forests, and Lake Quinault is its gateway. Among the things to do at this glacial lake are fishing, boating, and exploring the many hiking paths around the verdant, deep rain forest that is home to some of the biggest tree species on earth. The area is co-managed by the Quinault Indian Nation and the National Park Service.
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QUINAULT RAIN FOREST





HIGHLIGHTS

SPACE NEEDLE

400 Broad St., Seattle; 206/905-2100; www.spaceneedle.com

An iconic symbol of Seattle, the Space Needle features an observation deck and revolving lounge, providing incredible 360-degree views of the city and beyond. It has an outdoor section with glass benches to take “sky-high selfies.” This stunning landmark, standing at 605 ft (184 m), has been a symbol of the city since its construction in 1962 for the World’s Fair.


[image: image]

SPACE NEEDLE IN SEATTLE



When you get hungry, head to the Atmos Cafe ($4-10) for light snacks, coffee, beer, and wine. For those who are 21 and over, make a reservation at The Loupe Lounge (Sept.-Apr.), where you’ll be treated to specially crafted cocktails and set Pacific Northwest-inspired food towers to choose from.

MUSEUM OF FLIGHT

9404 E. Marginal Way South, Seattle; 206/764-5700; www.museumofflight.org

Ever since William E. Boeing established the Boeing Company in 1916, Seattle has been known for its innovative contributions to the aeronautical industry. One of the world’s best air and space museums, the Museum of Flight takes visitors on a comprehensive tour of aviation’s past, from the dawn of flight through the earliest days of space travel.

Because there are over 175 aircraft and spacecraft on display, plan on spending plenty of time here (fortunately there’s an on-site café). You can even climb aboard a space shuttle trainer that spent some time in outer space. The museum also hosts special events like Hops & Props, where guests dress up for a special night of craft beer tastings at the museum.

SAN JUAN ISLANDS

The San Juan Islands and North Puget Sound region are located in the northwest corner of Washington state. Nestled between Seattle to the south and Vancouver Island to the north, this area is easily accessible via ferries, yet its tranquil islands feel worlds away. While there are over 170 named islands in the San Juan Islands, only a handful are inhabitable. San Juan, Orcas, Lopez, and Shaw Islands are the only ones you can bring your car to, and are accessible by Washington State Ferries (https://wsdot.wa.gov) from Anacortes. Spend at least one night on each island you visit. Given the ferry time, spending several days on each island lets you fully appreciate everything it offers without rushing. Start on San Juan Island, visiting the San Juan Historical Museum and the San Juan Island National Historical Park. For further relaxation, head to Lime Kiln Point State Park, where you can spot orcas from the shore or walk along hiking trails. For a more adventurous escape, kayak around Orcas Island, discovering secret coves and abundant wildlife, or bike across Lopez Island and soak in the scenery at your own pace.

SNOQUALMIE FALLS

6501 Railroad Ave., Snoqualmie; 435/326-2563; www.snoqualmiefalls.com

Standing at 270 ft (82 m), Snoqualmie Falls has gained widespread recognition through its appearances in film and television, most notably in the series Twin Peaks, which showcased the falls’ mesmerizing presence. It’s also one of the few waterfalls you can visit without hiking in, making it popular for travelers of all ages.

In 1898, the world’s first underground power plant was constructed at Snoqualmie Falls to provide electricity to nearby towns, contributing to the region’s industrialization. Today an ADA-accessible viewing platform allows for close-up views of the falls from the top, making it a popular spot for photography. To see the falls from a different perspective, take the 0.7-mi (1.1-km) path down to the base, where you can walk along the river and get even closer.

At the top is the Salish Lodge & Spa (425/888-2556; www.salishlodge.com; $246-500), which Twin Peaks fans will recognize as the Great Northern Hotel.

MOUNT ST. HELENS

Mount St. Helens is one of the most awe-inspiring sights in Washington; thousands of people visit every year to see this active volcano. Although it hasn’t had a large explosion since 1980, the devastation the eruption left behind is clearly visible—as is occasional steam rising out of it.

Today Mount St. Helens offers a unique opportunity to see the aftermath and ongoing recovery from the 1980 eruption. The Johnston Ridge Observatory has before-and-after pictures of the mountain, and visitors can learn how the area has come back to life over the years. A variety of hiking trails lead all over the volcano, so hikers can get up close to the destruction zones. If you stop at only one visitor center during your trip, make it the Johnston Ridge Observatory (WA-504, Toutle; 360/274-2140; www.fs.usda.gov [URL inactive]), located at the end of WA-504. The hour-long drive from I-5 gives you peeks of increasingly dramatic views of the volcano, leading to one of the closest vantage points you can get to without hiking. Just a few miles from the crater, on the observatory’s deck, visitors are often found mesmerized by the striking vista of the volcanic aftermath.

HURRICANE RIDGE

Olympic National Park; 360/565-3130; www.nps.gov/olym

Hurricane Ridge is one of the most-visited spots in Olympic National Park, thanks to its stunning views and easy-access hikes. Situated just 17 mi (27 km) south of Port Angeles, the area is easily accessible by car, and the drive up to the ridge is scenic, winding through forests and offering views of the Olympic Mountains. On the way, stop at Heart O’ the Hills Entrance Station to pay the entrance fee. Once at the ridge, visitors are greeted with views of the park’s rugged mountain terrain, green valleys, and, on clear days, a view of the Strait of Juan de Fuca and even Canada. Before heading out, call 360/565-3131 to check road conditions.

LAKE CRESCENT

Olympic National Park; 360/565-3130; www.nps.gov/olym

Formed by glaciers, Lake Crescent is one of the deepest lakes in Washington and is famous for its crystal-clear waters and dazzling scenery. Many people come here for beautiful hikes, kayaking trips, and fishing. As if the lake’s captivating beauty weren’t enough, the historic Lake Crescent Lodge, a landmark resort building, has been welcoming guests since 1916 and is worth an overnight stay. The 1.8 mi (2.9 km) round-trip hike to Marymere Falls is one of the most popular trails in the park, as it’s doable for most skill levels. The flat trail goes through a forest, over a bridge, and then up a small hill with waterfalls on the other side. The 3.4-mi (5.5-km) round-trip hike to Mount Storm King is challenging, but the views make everything worth it. As you stand on a rocky outcropping, you can see for miles down glistening Lake Crescent, and lush Barnes Creek Valley is spread out below you in an iconic vista. Both hikes start at the ranger station (360/928-3380).


[image: image]

KAYAKING ON LAKE CRESCENT



CAPE FLATTERY

The farthest northwestern point in the continental United States, Cape Flattery is defined by spectacular cliffs, sea caves, and abundant marine and bird life, not to mention spectacular views of the Pacific Ocean, the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and Tatoosh Island. Natural forces have sculpted the terrain into something nearly otherworldly, giving the impression of being on the very edge of the world.

The cape is part of the Makah Reservation, and visitors are required to obtain a recreational use permit ($20/vehicle, valid for the calendar year) from the Makah Tribe, a measure that helps protect and maintain this culturally and environmentally significant area. These permits are available for purchase at various locations in Neah Bay, including the Makah Cultural and Research Center. The path to Cape Flattery is a fairly easy 0.75-mi (1.2 km) trail, a combination of dirt paths and boardwalk that winds its way through the forest to a collection of lookout points.

STEHEKIN

Located at the far northern end of Lake Chelan, Stehekin is one of the most remote towns you can visit in the North Cascades, accessible only by boat, floatplane, or rigorous hiking trails. Its remoteness is part of its allure, as it’s about 50 mi (80 km) from the bustling areas of Chelan. Late spring through mid-fall are ideal times to visit Stehekin to experience the full range of what it has. From exploring the many hiking trails to viewing a cascading waterfall, it’s hard not to reconnect with nature when you’re here. With no cell phone service, many visitors find the isolation refreshing—a rare chance to unplug and unwind. Visit McKellar Cabin and Old Stehekin Schoolhouse to learn about the area’s past before setting off on a 15-minute hike to Rainbow Falls or a 5-mi (8-km) round-trip hike on the Agnes Gorge Trail. The Lady of the Lake ferry (509/682-4584; https://ladyofthelake.com) leaves from downtown Chelan and has several options, such as a leisurely 4.5-hour ride with multiple stops around the lake and an express ferry that takes 1.5-2.5 hours from Chelan to Stehekin.

GORGE AMPHITHEATRE

754 Silica Rd., George; 206/607-3440; www.gorgeamphitheatre.com [URL inactive]

Nothing signifies the arrival of summer more than attending a concert at the iconic Gorge Amphitheatre, an outdoor venue with the scenic backdrop of the Columbia River Gorge. With a capacity of 27,500, it hosts a variety of music artists throughout the season. Many attendees choose to stay at one of the Gorge’s campsites to enjoy the warm weather and be close to the venue. The Gorge is about 45 minutes east of Ellensburg; take I-90 east for 34 mi (55 km), take exit 143, and follow Silica Road for 7 mi (11 km).


Major CITIES

SEATTLE: Any local will tell you, in Seattle life isn’t just lived—it’s savored. This city hums with life, stirring the senses with vibrant street art, the tantalizing aromas of Pike Place Market, the rhythmic strumming of street musicians, and, of course, the unparalleled taste of its famed coffee.

SPOKANE: Spokane is a bustling city in Eastern Washington and offers plenty of outdoor recreational opportunities. Enjoy concerts with a river view at the Gorge Amphitheatre, or follow the Spokane River Centennial Trail, a paved path ideal for biking and walking.

TACOMA: South of Seattle, Tacoma has a rich cultural heritage and a fascinating industrial background. The historic downtown is experiencing a renaissance thanks to the influx of new stores and restaurants.




Best ROAD TRIP

DAY 1 Upon arriving from Seattle-Tacoma International Airport, start with a visit to iconic Pike Place Market to sample fresh seafood and shop for unique handicrafts. Enjoy a scenic waterfront dinner in Belltown at Aqua by El Gaucho, followed by an evening ride on the Seattle Great Wheel.

DAY 2 Head to the Space Needle for some of the best views of the city. Take the elevator back down and walk next door to Chihuly Garden and Glass to admire the stunning glass sculptures. Spend the afternoon at the Museum of Pop Culture, exploring exhibits dedicated to music, science fiction, and pop culture. Head back to Pike Place for an Italian meal at The Pink Door.

DAY 3 Drive to Mount Rainier National Park, arriving at Paradise in the early afternoon after a 3.5-hour drive. Spend the afternoon hiking the Skyline Trail and stop at Myrtle Falls on the way back. In the evening, enjoy dinner at the Paradise Inn Dining Room (May-Sept.) and head to Ashford to stay the night.

DAY 4 Start your day with a quick breakfast at the Ashford General Store and embark on a scenic two-hour drive to the Sunrise area, following Stevens Canyon Road and WA-123. If you’re up for a hike, make your way to the Silver Falls trailhead in the Ohanapecosh area, known for its beautiful waterfall. Continue north to Sunrise, making sure to stop at some of the many viewpoints along Sunrise Park Road. Once you arrive at Sunrise, visit the Sunrise Visitor Center to get information on any hikes you’re interested in. Sourdough Ridge Trail has expansive views of the park’s terrain, or hike to Mount Fremont Lookout to visit a historic fire lookout.

DAY 5 Today, you’ll drive four hours to Lake Quinault in the southwestern part of Olympic National Park. To immerse yourself in the lush environment, drive the Quinault Rain Forest Loop or hike the Quinault Loop Trail. End your day with dinner at The Salmon House for baked salmon and a view of the lake.

DAY 6 Explore the tidepools and sea stacks on Ruby Beach, and continue 75 minutes to Lake Crescent in Olympic National Park. Spend the late afternoon strolling around the lake’s perimeter or go for a hike. Marymere Falls is an easy hike that leads to a beautiful waterfall. From here, you’ll drive 30 minutes to Port Angeles.

DAY 7 Start with visiting Hurricane Ridge. Drive up to this stunning vantage point to enjoy views of the mountains and valleys, and spend the afternoon hiking one of the many trails, such as High Ridge. It’s a 90-minute drive to Port Townsend, where you can rest and refuel before hopping on a quick ferry ride (206/464-6400; https://wsdot.wa.gov) to Whidbey Island. You’ll spend the night in Coupeville.

DAY 8 Drive 45 minutes to Anacortes. Along the way, you’ll cross the bridge at Deception Pass. It’s a 75-minute ferry ride to San Juan Island, home to one of the best land-based whale-watching spots, in Lime Kiln Point State Park, also known




BEST SCENIC DRIVES

STRAIT OF JUAN DE FUCA HIGHWAY
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CHUCKANUT DRIVE




NORTH CASCADES HIGHWAY
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MOUNTAIN LOOP HIGHWAY



BEST PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS


LIME KILN POINT STATE PARK



CAPE DISAPPOINTMENT STATE PARK



MOUNT BAKER AND HEATHER MEADOWS
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FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

SKAGIT VALLEY TULIP FESTIVAL




BEST FOOD AND DRINK

SEATTLE’S COFFEE SCENE
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WALLA WALLA WINERIES


MAJOR AIRPORTS


MORE INFORMATION

TRAVEL AND TOURISM INFORMATION



NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES
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HIGHLIGHTS

PORTLAND ART MUSEUM



INTERNATIONAL ROSE TEST GARDEN
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PORTLAND JAPANESE GARDEN



LAN SU CHINESE GARDEN



ASTORIA









CANNON BEACH AND HAYSTACK ROCK



SEA LION CAVES
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HIGH DESERT MUSEUM













BEST SCENIC DRIVES


SAMUEL H. BOARDMAN STATE SCENIC CORRIDOR




CASCADE LAKES SCENIC BYWAY
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BEST PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS

MOUNT HOOD


SILVER FALLS STATE PARK



OSWALD WEST STATE PARK



OREGON DUNES NATIONAL RECREATION AREA
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ROGUE RIVER


OREGON CAVES NATIONAL MONUMENT



JOHN DAY FOSSIL BEDS NATIONAL MONUMENT
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HELLS CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA











FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

OREGON SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL



PORTLAND ROSE FESTIVAL



OREGON COUNTRY FAIR



BEST FOOD AND DRINK

PACIFIC NORTHWEST CUISINE






CRAFT BREWS





OREGON WINES




MAJOR AIRPORTS
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NEWSPAPERS
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HIGHLIGHTS

ALCATRAZ




CABLE CARS
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SAN FRANCISCO CHINATOWN




MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM
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SANTA BARBARA




HOLLYWOOD WALK OF FAME
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GRIFFITH PARK



THE GETTY CENTER




LOS ANGELES COUNTY MUSEUM OF ART



DISNEYLAND



BALBOA PARK
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BEST SCENIC DRIVES

PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY
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TIOGA PASS ROAD



AVENUE OF THE GIANTS




MOJAVE SCENIC DRIVE



BEST PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS

POINT REYES NATIONAL SEASHORE
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LAKE TAHOE


DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL PARK
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JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL PARK




FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

COACHELLA VALLEY MUSIC FESTIVAL



SAN FRANCISCO LGBT PRIDE CELEBRATION AND PARADE
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COMIC-CON INTERNATIONAL



MONTEREY JAZZ FESTIVAL



BEST FOOD AND DRINK

CALIFORNIA CUISINE


WINE













Chardonnay



Pinot Noir



Zinfandel



Cabernet Sauvignon



MEXICAN FOOD
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FRESH PRODUCE


MAJOR AIRPORTS




MORE INFORMATION

TRAVEL AND TOURISM INFORMATION



NEWSPAPERS
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