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        But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

        The Apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 4:4

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Introduction

          

        

      

    

    
      As part of our series on Encouraging the Chaplain, we are delighted to share this piece, an address from Dr. Michael A. Milton to a graduating class. The subject? Doing the work of an evangelist. But it is the “how” of this little epistle that captures our attention. The author proposes a life of Gospel service that includes both pastoral ministry in the local church as well as military chaplaincy. He writes out of his own experiences. Rather than a little volume on how great his choice of careers was and why “you should do it, too,” Milton lays out challenges and responsibilities before getting to blessings. Each chapter includes a follow-up section, “For Further Reflection.” The questions aim to catalyze meaningful contemplation and discussion on the intertwined roles of civilian pastoral ministry and military chaplaincy. They can be used for personal reflection, facilitating group conversations (or as thematic focuses for a teaching series).

      This is one of those reads that might have you thinking that the author is trying his best to persuade you not to follow his lead. But that is not exactly what is happening in the text. Rather, Milton pulls no punches in describing the difficulties as well as the blessings of the dual-ministry career of civilian pastor and reserve military chaplain, or, as Michael A. Milton puts it, “Walking the Tightrope.”

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            One

          

          The Balancing Act

        

      

    

    
      Balancing one’s life on a high wire leaves little margin for error. Perhaps that's why there are very few career veterans of high-wire acts like the Flying Wallendas. Founded by Karl Wallenda (1905-1978), the group performed successfully until Karl's tragic death during a high-wire act in downtown San Juan, Puerto Rico, in 1978. His son later successfully completed the same feat. The Flying Wallendas' family tree, however, has numerous broken and missing branches. Walking the tightrope can be thrilling but also perilous. And that is very much like balancing a career in civilian pastoral ministry with service as an Armed Forces chaplain. So why would I even bring up the subject? I do so because of this singular lived-experience truth: A dual career as a local church pastor and a reserve military chaplain brings a lifetime of blessings. Yet, without using the leverage of wisdom and faithfulness inspired by God’s grace in Christ, it can be dangerous. Yet, the balancing act of ministry is worth it. Let me explain and seek to do so in light of Paul’s admonition for Christian shepherds also to be evangelists. The dual role undertaking of civilian pastoral ministry and Armed Forces reserve chaplaincy allows those so-called to exercise such a ministry. But there are strong winds, shifting weight, and rough ropes to walk in order to secure the blessings of such a ministry. Here are some thoughts on the realities of “walking the tightrope” of civilian ministry and military chaplaincy.
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            For Further Reflection

          

          The Balancing Act

        

      

    

    
      I have prepared questions to help prompt biblical reflection and study, prayer, and faithful introspection. These questions are meant to facilitate a deeper understanding and application of the complexities and opportunities involved in juggling roles as a local church pastor and a reserve military chaplain. Each question can serve as a point for individual reflection and group discussion.
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        	Understanding God's Call: Paul speaks of Christian shepherds also being evangelists. How do you see your dual roles as a local church pastor and a reserve military chaplain aligning with this Biblical mandate? Are there specific Bible passages that resonate with you in this regard?

        	The Leverage of Wisdom: The chapter mentions using "the leverage of wisdom and faithfulness inspired by God’s grace in Christ." What specific instances from the Bible can you recall where wisdom was leveraged for the good of ministry or service?

        	The Trials of Balancing: The Apostle Paul faced numerous trials in his ministry. How do his experiences mirror the "strong winds, shifting weight, and rough ropes" you might face in your dual role? What scriptural insights offer guidance for enduring these challenges?

        	Grace and the Balancing Act: The chapter highlights the necessity of God's grace in successfully navigating the "tightrope" of these dual roles. How does understanding the doctrines of grace help you in maintaining balance? What scriptures would you refer to as foundational in this context?

        	Prayerful Life: The New Testament often shows us the apostles retreating to prayer in times of challenge and decision-making. How are you integrating prayer into your daily routine, especially when the balance seems precarious?

        	The Blessings and the Dangers: Reflect on your experiences and consider how they align with Paul's experiences of facing both great blessings and significant dangers in his ministry. What steps can you take to prepare spiritually for the hazards while also making room for the blessings?
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            Two

          

          Consider the Challenges of Pastoral Ministry and Military Reserve Chaplaincy

        

      

    

    
      In Luke 14:28-30, Our Lord Jesus Christ uses the analogy of a builder who must calculate the cost of a tower before starting to construct it. He says that anyone who wants to be his disciple must also count the cost of following him and be willing to give up everything for him. Those who would follow the Lord Jesus in pastoral ministry and military chaplaincy must take heed: “But don’t begin until you count the cost.”

      I look back on my one vocation expressed in several fields of endeavor. I see joys unspeakable. I also recall the “cost of discipleship.”

      Time

      Juggling responsibilities in both the local church and military reserve can be more than challenging. I had always heard, “You must manage your career in the Army.” That is so. Yet, for the dual-career minister, one must manage respective careers in balance with each other. When I became Senior Minister of a very large congregation, I had to back away from my role as a brigade chaplain. Yet I was asked to serve in the Pentagon as a writer in the Chief of Chaplains office in DC. Not a bad gig! In fact, I loved it. It was engaging ministry that allowed me to continue my service (and, thus, realize my mission of sharing Christ with others) while throttling down a bit to give attention to a large staff and congregation. It is hard. It is a constant give-and-take. Like the Flying Wallendas on the high wire, you
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