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Team History: Origins and Founding
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●  The Ohio State Buckeyes football team played their first season in 1890.

●  Ohio State football is a founding member of the Big Ten Conference, joining in 1912.

●  Originally, OSU played their home games at a small athletic field near the Ohio State University campus.

●  The first game ever played by the Buckeyes was against Ohio Wesleyan University in Delaware, Ohio, which they won 20-14.

●  Jack Ryder was the first coach of the Ohio State Buckeyes, coaching from 1892 to 1895.

●  In the early years, the football team was simply referred to as "Ohio" in game recaps and stories.

●  The team adopted the name "Buckeyes" from the state tree of Ohio, the buckeye tree.

●  Ohio State's first rivalry was with Kenyon College, with the first game played in 1890.

●  The official school colors, scarlet and gray, were chosen by a student committee in 1878.

●  The Buckeyes initially played as an independent team until joining the Ohio Athletic Conference in 1902.

●  The university's first mascot wasn’t Brutus Buckeye but instead a dog named Chris.

●  By 1922, the Buckeyes had moved to the larger Ohio Stadium, which initially seated over 66,000 fans.

●  The first game in Ohio Stadium was against Michigan in 1922, which the Buckeyes won.

●  Ohio State's first bowl game was the Rose Bowl in 1921.

●  The Buckeyes won their first national championship in 1942.

●  OSU's first undefeated season came in 1916 under coach John Wilce.

●  The famous script "Ohio" formation by the marching band began in the 1930s.

●  The early uniforms of the Buckeyes were wool with leather helmets.

●  In 1934, the first edition of the annual Gold Pants tradition began, rewarding players with a small gold pants pendant for a win against Michigan.

●  Ohio State's fight song, "Across the Field," was written in 1915 by William A. Dougherty, Jr.

●  The Buckeyes had a 22-game winning streak from 1967 to 1969.

●  Ohio State joined the Big Ten Conference as its 11th member.

●  By the 1930s, Ohio State games were being broadcast on the radio.

●  The Buckeyes' first Heisman winner was Les Horvath in 1944.

●  Ohio Stadium underwent its first major renovation in 2001, increasing its capacity.

●  The Horseshoe, Ohio State’s football stadium, is one of the most iconic in all of college football.

●  The team has had ten undefeated regular seasons.

●  Ohio State was voted the AP's greatest college football program of all time in 2016.

●  The Buckeyes played their 1,000th game in 1995.

●  Ohio State's first televised game was in 1947.

●  The official Ohio State Marching Band, also known as "The Best Damn Band in the Land" (TBDBITL), was formed in 1878.

●  The term "Buckeye" was already in use before the football team adopted it, often referring to residents of the state of Ohio.

●  Ohio State joined the Western Conference (now the Big Ten) after leaving the Ohio Athletic Conference.

●  The Buckeyes' first out-of-state game was against Michigan in Ann Arbor in 1897.

●  The Buckeye Grove, located near Ohio Stadium, has a tree planted for every Ohio State football All-American.

●  The Victory Bell, located in Ohio Stadium, is rung after every home win.

●  Ohio State has one of the most storied histories in college football, with over 900 wins.

●  The "Block O" student section at OSU games began in 1938.

●  The team’s first out-of-state trip was in 1896 to Indiana.

●  Script Ohio's first dotting of the "i" by a sousaphone player occurred in 1937.

●  The first Ohio State game with attendance over 90,000 was against Michigan in 1954.

●  Ohio State has never lost a game played on the west coast.

●  The Buckeyes didn’t have numbers on their jerseys until the 1930s.

●  Ohio State was a football-only member of the Ohio Athletic Conference before joining the Big Ten.

●  The Buckeyes have an all-time winning record against every current Big Ten team except one.

●  Early Buckeye teams used local Columbus parks as practice fields before dedicated facilities were built.

●  The term "Scarlet and Gray" was first used to describe the team's colors in the late 1890s.

●  By the 1950s, Ohio State football games were regularly televised regionally.

●  The first night game in Ohio Stadium was in 1985.

●  Ohio State's rich history includes numerous National Football Foundation Hall of Fame inductees.
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Greatest Players
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●  Archie Griffin is the only player in NCAA history to win the Heisman Trophy twice (1974, 1975).

●  Eddie George won the Heisman Trophy in 1995 after rushing for over 1,900 yards.

●  Orlando Pace was a dominant offensive lineman, known for his "pancake" blocks.

●  Troy Smith won the Heisman Trophy in 2006, leading OSU to a national championship appearance.

●  Chris Spielman, a two-time All-American, was a dominant linebacker in the 1980s.

●  Joey Bosa was a standout defensive end and was the Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year in 2014.

●  Braxton Miller, initially a quarterback, made a successful transition to wide receiver in 2015.

●  Jack Tatum, known as "The Assassin," was a fearsome safety in the late 1960s.

●  Zeke Elliott led Ohio State to a national championship in 2014, rushing for over 200 yards in three straight postseason games.

●  Chic Harley was OSU's first three-time All-American.

●  Cris Carter was a standout wide receiver in the 1980s and a future NFL Hall of Famer.

●  Howard "Hopalong" Cassady won the Heisman Trophy in 1955.

●  Antoine Winfield Sr. was a lockdown cornerback and won the Thorpe Award in 1998.

●  Rex Kern was a star quarterback for the Super Sophs, leading OSU to the 1968 national title.

●  Nick Bosa, younger brother of Joey, was also a dominant force on the defensive line.

●  A.J. Hawk was a key player at linebacker and a two-time All-American.

●  Ted Ginn Jr. was known for his blazing speed as a wide receiver and return specialist.

●  Mike Doss, a hard-hitting safety, was a three-time All-American.

●  James Laurinaitis won the Nagurski Trophy as
































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





