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T COULD HAVE SPARED YOU THAT, BUT I THOUGHT NO. I DON'T THINK ANY-
IT BEST FOR YOU TO SEE WITH YOUR OWN EYES. ONE (AN UNDERSTAND.
Ty L

S J) J [

S 7 s St
/ ‘/ "

...««{ PR T UNDERSTAND. _I

17’5 PROBABLY BESIDE YOU'RE RIGHT. OF MOST OF WHAT PETER

THE POINT. THE IMPOR- COUR&E,YOU’RE RIGHT. 4AY5 15 VERY

TANT THING 15 THAT I'M CONFUSING.
WILLING TO HELP. .

ANNANRANNNY
L2207
PSS

W

You MUSTN'T
ALWAYS A55UME HE
TELLS THE TRUTH.

ON THE OTHER WP | THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT
HAND, IT WOULD bl 2 1 MEAN.

YoU MEAN T sHouLd
BELIEVE S0ME OF THE THINGS
HE SAID AND NOT OTHERS.
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1 LIVE WITH THE RESULTS aF
THAT MONSTROUS EXPERIMENT..,

Y BRTY

. oAND T'LL

BE DAMNED

IF TLL LET
ANYONE HURT

HIM AGAIN.

"BUT THE FIRE 6OT

T THINK STILLMAN
ouT OF CONTROL.”

FINALLY REALIZED Hi5
WORK HAD BEEN A

FAILURE AND DECIDED
T0 BURN Hi& PAPERS!

"AND THE FIREMEN
GOT TO WIM IN TIME

g

USTILLMAN WAS BROUGHT
T0 TRIAL, JUPGED IN-
SANE AND SENT AWAY.

32

HOW WAS PETER
FINALLY DI5COVERED?
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"LUCKILY , PETER'S

ROOM WAS AT THE

OTHER END OF A
LONG HALL."

"PETER WENT To A

HOSPITAL WHERE HE

STAYED UNTIL Two
YEARS AGO."
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T WORKED WITH HIM
EVERY DAY. T WAS HI5
5PEECH THERAPIST,”

TO PUT IT 5IMPLY, IT

1 DON'T MEAN TO PRY:

BUT HOW EXACTLY DID WAS THE BEST WAY TO
THAT LEAD TO ] | GET PETER OUT OF THE
MARRIAGE 7 HOSPITAL,

WASN'T THAT N I WAS MARRIED ONCE
AN ENORMOUS BEFORE — DISASTROUSLY.
SELE-45ACRIFICE?

AT LEAST WITH PETER THERE'S
A PURPOSE TO MY LIFE.

STILLMAN 15 BEING RELEASED TOMORROW. \, TWO YEARS AGO
HE'LL BE ARRIVING AT GRAND CENTRAL. HE $ENT PETER AN
INSANE LETTER,"

AND YOU FEEL
HE MIGHT (OME ‘
AFTER PETER?

A

"HE CALLED HIM A

DEVIL BOY, AND SAID
THERE WOULD BE A
DAY OF RECKONING."”
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YOUR SEXUAL HABITS IN MY LINE OF WORK . .AND TO KEEPING
OR LACK OF THEM I'M USED TO HEARING MY MOUTH SHUT.
DON!T CONCERN ME, PEOPLE'S SECRETS... | Iy :

MR5. STILLMAN. o

WHAT I'M INTERESTED PETER'S FATHER 15
IN ARE THE OTHER A BOSTON 4TILLMAN.
THINGS PETER 5AID. I'M SURE YOU'VE

: HEARD OF THEM.

HE STUDIED
RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY
AT HARVARD, BY ALL
ACCOUNTS BRILLIANTLY.

HE WROTE HI5 THESIS ON (6t AND (7th
CENTURY THEOLOGICAL [NTERPRETATIONS eses
OF THE NEW WORLD.

I THew we Y
W Took A JOB AT

COLUMBIA. ‘ﬂ
: q

NOT LONG AFTER THAT HE
MARRIED. PETER WAS BORN
A FEW YEARS (ATER.
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"STILLMAN'S CAREER WAS
PROSPERING. HE RE-
WROTE HI5 DISSERTATION
INTO A BOOK "

i

Y“THEN PETER'S
MOTHER DIED."

WHE STAYED ON IN THE
5AME APARTMENT, BUT
HARDLY EVER WENT OUT.”

"HE LOCKED PETER IN
A ROOM , COVERED
THE WINDOWS.,.”

YPETER WAL TWO, A
PERFECTLY NORMAL
CHILD. A NURSE WAS
HIRED TO CARE FOR HIM!

YAFTER 51X MONTHS

STILLMAN FIRED HER.”
"T THINK HE BEGAN TO
BELIEVE SOME OF THE

FAR- FETCHED RELIGIOUS
IDEAS HE HAD WRITTEN

“.,AND KEPT HIM THERE
FOR NINE YEARS."”

"IMAGINE 1T, MR.
AUSTER. NINE YEARS

31

“"HE RESIGNED TO
DEVOTE HIMSELF FULL-
TIME TO Hi5 50N,"

“THEN HE DROPPED
OUT OF SIGHT.”

YIT MADE HIM CRAZY,
ABSOLUTELY INSANE,”

AN ENTIRE CHILDHOOD
4PENT IN DARKNESS,
WITH No HUMAN
CONTACT EXCEPYT AN
OCLASIONAL BEATINGY
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HE HAD ONCE WRITTEN
A REVIEW OF A BOOK

QUINN HAD HEARD OF
CASES LIKE PETER
STILLMAN BEFORE. ABOUT THE WILD BoY

o OF AVEYRON,

THROUGHOUT THE AGES
THERE WERE TALES OF
CHILDREN GROWING
UP IN I50LATION.

il
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IT HAD BEEN YEARS
SINCE QUINN HAD
ALLOWED HIMSELF TO
THINK OF THE4SE 5TORIES.

THE SUBJECT OF
CHILDREN WA5 TOO
PAINFUL TO HIM.,
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ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO
HAD SUFFERED, BEEN
MISTREATED, DIED BE-
FORE THEY CouLD
GROW UP.

AT LEAST HE COULD
PREVENT ANOTHER BOY
FROM DYING,

IF 4TILLMAN WA%
COMING BACLK TO
AVENGE HIMSELF ON THE
BOY WHOS5E LIFE HE

HAD DESTROYED...

HE THOUGHT OF THE IT DID NOT HELP THAT
LITTLE COFFIN THAT HI5 50N NAME HAD
HELD HI5 50N's BODY AL50 BEEN PETER.
BEING LOWERED INTO

THE GROUND,
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NOW THEY FEEL
STILLMAN 15 READY

\

DO YOu STILL HAVE THE
LETTER?
No,I

GAVE IT
TO THE
poLiCE.

s A
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I (AN'T PREVENT STILLMAN FROM 4
COMING HERE, BUT T CAN
WARN Yol AND Be HERE

IF HE COMES. ’

A5 LONG AS
HERE'S SOME

WHO REFERRED You

TO Me? SURE U5 A PRIVILEGED

INVESTIGATOR- CLIENT

RELAT ONSHIP.

N
7
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MR5. 5AAVEDRA'S
HUSBAND, HE USED
TO BE A POLICEMAN:

TO BE DISCHARGED. |

AN ADVANCE WOULD EN-

T WANT You TO WATCH
HIM CAREFULLY, FIND
OUT WHAT HE's UP TO.

HIM AWAY
FROM PETER.,

WHICH TRAIN WiLL
b 2

HE BE ON7

BETWEEN U5 WouLD
BE IN STRICTEST
CONFIDENCE,
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17’6 TERRIBLY
|MPORTANT, AND T'M

PON
T HAVEN'T LET
ANYONE DOWN YET.

COUNTING ON You.
THANK YOU,;MR. AUSTER.

T REALLY Do THINK
YOU'RE THE ANAWER.

"4 THE
M

T
BEST I CAN DO/

YEARS OLD.
CAPABLE OF
1 THINK
1 HAVE A

>~
[
z
g
&
Q

[
o
x
o
)
==
-

T JUST WANTED T0O LET
YOoU KNOW WHAT T

T TELL-
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THAT WA5 TO PROYE
ING THE TRUTH.

PETER WASN
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A5 FOR QUINN, HE WAS
THIRTY-FIVE AND BOTH
HI5 WIFE AND 50N

WERE DEAD:

A5 A YOUNG MAN, HE
HAD WRITTEN POETRY,
PLAYS AND E55AY5.

=
=

3z232nbg 3p1ING

S
m
A
Q
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m
=
H
E

J_MM WA

N B [

HE NOW WROTE MVYATERY
NOVEL5 UINPER THE NAME
OF WILLIAM WIL5ON.

HE TOLD HI5 FRIENDS
THAT HE HAD INHERITED
A TRUST FUND FROM
HI5 WIFE.

BUT QUITE ABRUPTLY, HE
HAD GIVEN UP ALL THAT,

QUINN NO LONGER
EXISTED FOR ANYONE
BUT HIMGELF.

BUT THE FACT WAS THAT
HI5 WIFE HAD NEVER
HAD ANY MONEY.

X
oy
t
"
e
—d

1',\

m—
|
'
ﬂ L
-

Il

: LAY
\N\q\xsoﬂ
‘\‘:‘?\’:\c“
many
‘,o‘m\vr.
- mys\ents

NO ONE KNEW Hi5
SECRET,

AND THE FACT WAS THAT
HE NO LONGER HAD ANY
FRIENDS.
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It was a
wrong number that
started it...
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. THE TELEPHONE 1+« AND THE VOICE ON THE | |, A5KING FOR 5OMEONE
RINGING THREE TIMES OTHER END .1/ HE WAS NOT,
IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT,,,

WHETHER 1T MIGHT 1« AND WHETHER OR NOT
HAVE TURNED oUT T MEANS 50METHING
DIFFERENTLY OR WAS 15 NOT FOR THE 5TORY
PREDETERMINED [5 NOT

THE QUESTION,
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¢ THIS Pavl dusrer?

Lwoulp | e To SPOIK

TO Paup auster.

uene’s

NoO ONE
HERE BY
THAT

NAME .

paul ausfer. of you Don't unpe@rsranec-
THE ausSrer THIS 15 3 M3tTter Of
perecrive utMOST Yrgency.

THEN T
SUGGEST You DIAL
THERE 15 NO AGAIN. THIS 15 NOT A
PAUL AU5STER HERE. DETECTIVE AGENCY,
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QUINN HAD LONG AGo Il
STOPPED THINKING OF
HIMAELF A5 REAL.

OF MAX WORK, THE PRIVATE-EYE
NARRATOR. OF WILLIAM WILAON'S NOVELS,

WHAT QUINN LIKED ABOUT THERE |5 NO SENTENCE,
MYSTERIES WAS THEIR ECONOMY. NO WORD THAT (5 NOT
0o Mo SIGNIFICANT,

v oah dv e 3 fyt W Rl

N e

W

LU
1

AND EVEN IF IT 15 NOT, EVERYTHING BECOMES
IT HAS TUE POTENTIAL ESSENCE “THE CENTER
OF THE BOOK SHIFTS,

‘ I 15 EVERYWHERE ...

1. AND NO CIRCUMFERENCE
CAN BE DRAWN UNTIL

11
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MORE THAN ANYTHING
EL5E, WHAT QUINN
LIKED TO DO WAS WALK.

EACH TIME HE TOOK A
WALK, HE FELT HE WA5S
LEAVING HIMSELF BEHIND,

THIG WAS ALL HE EVER
ASKED OF THINGS
TO BE NOWHERE.

NEW YORK WAS A
LABYRINTH OF ENDLESS

«AND NO MATTER. HOW FAR
HE WALKED, IT ALWAYS
LEFT HIM WITH THE
FEELING OF BEING LOST,

BY GIVING HIMSELF 1P
TO THE STREETS, BY
REDUCING HIMSELF TO A
5EEING EYE/HE WAS ABLE
TO ESCAPE THINKING.

ALL PLACES BECAME
EQUAL,AND ON HI5 BEST
WALKS, HE WAS ABLE TO
FEEL THAT HE WAS

NEW YORK WA5 THE

».AND HE HAD NO
INTENTION OF EVER
LEAVING IT AGAIN.

NOWHERE HE HAD BUILT

T
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IT HAD BEEN MORE HE DID NOT THINK ABOUT | | EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE,
THAN FIVE YEARS NOW, IT VERY MUCH ANYMORE, | | HE WoULD SUDDENLY

2 Jl : 1 FEEL WHAT (T HAD BEEN
i 1w
14

[ it W | —_‘ m g;-,!gglr‘
b Wi bilill'giniuw\

M -\!l|

e TS

+(TO HOLD THE
THREE-YEAR-OLD BOY
IN Hi5 ARMS, Jl

HE HAD CONTINUED To
WRITE BECAUSE IT WAS
THE ONLY THING HE
FELT HE COULD DO,

THERE WA5 A
LONG PAUSE,
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AT 2:30 HE FINALLY
GAVE UP AND WENT
To SLEEP.

(PR
¢

JUST A5 HE WAS ABouT
TO ABANDON HI5 5CHEME
THE PHONE RANG AGAIN.

IT WAS MAY 19th, Hi5
DEAD PARENTS’
ANNIVERSARY:. -

14
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yes. 1T s
neepep now-
wiTHout pet3y

1 neep Help, THere 15
6red1 Dangcer. tHeY

saY Yol are THE geST
oene 1o po THeSe

IT DEPENDS
ON WHAT THINGS
You MEAN.

pe3dTH anp
myroer.

You DON'T KNOW
WHO (T 1572

F can'T Te(L you,
Grear vaNGer.

you MUST come

15

To $Pe3k. rIGHT Now-

T0 THe ohe WHO catLs
HIMSeLf 3uster

4PEAKING.
THLS 15
AUSTER
SPEAKING.

I DON'T GO
AROUND KILLING
PEOPLE.
mean THe
yeNRrse.

4LOMEONE 15 GOING
TO KILL You?

TOMORROW? J yes. earty.
v Pon'T forger,
Mr. JusTer.

DON'T WORRY.
I'LL BE THERE.
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OVER THE YEARS, WORK
HAD BECOME VERY
CLOSE TO QUINN,

WHEREAS WILLIAM
WIL5ON REMAINED AN
ABSTRALT FIGURE, WORK

IN THE TRIAD OF
SELVES WIL5ON SERVED
AS A KIND OF

HAD INCREASINGLY
COME TO LIFE,

VENTRILOQUIST,.,

R R,
BRI KR RIIAIXKRCKRAN S O
R e e AN
RO X P
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DX
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K X

XX SESRXRR
D,

\‘:"0,.“:";‘:‘4’0 >

AR

. AND WORK WAS
THE VOICE TUAT

GAVE PURPOSE TO
THE ENTERPRISE.

LITTLE BY LITTLE, WORK
HAD BECOME A PRESENCE
IN QUINN'S LIFE.

o O
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;N 4“3" —>
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THE FOLLOWING NIGHT
QUINN WAS CAUGHT
OFF - GUARD.
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THE NEXT MORNING, . 1 SEEM T0O BE
QUINN WOKE UP EARLIER GOING OUT,
THAN HE HAD IN ]

SEVERAL WEEKS,

&,

BUT IF T AM
GOING OUT...






OEBPS/images/aust_9780553387650_epub3_019_r1.jpg
VE

X 2 [T
PR

,

» THEN

EYES OPEN

ﬁ?ﬁw@r///////é
N AT,
RS
e
R0

——

, lll_,_

SN

\ izazifSsentas
/7SI

==
P —
=

(/777]

IF THIS (5 REALLY

HAPPENING
s BEEN FRANTIC. T

T MUST KEEP MY
NEVER SEEN HIM LIKE

HE
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WIMBLE CLICK CYUMBLR

CH3W BRLOO, CLACK

CLacK Beprack. Nums

noise, fLACKLE MUCH,
CHRWM3NN3,. Y3 Y3 Y3.

I wore Dpadrk (L3ss5es.

I was Twerve., I
LIVeD In 3 HOLPITAL .

BUT IT Was HarDd To

TRACH Pever worps,

H15 MOUTH DID hOT
WOrK YIGHT.

excuse Me. I 3M THe
onLyY one WHO unper-

5TanD5 THese worDs.

PeTeY W35 ) B3BY. THeY
H3P TO TeacH Him every-
THING, HOW TO WALK . How
TO @3T. HOW To M3Ke (aca
3nd P(Pl in THe ToiLeT.

anp of course, He W35
not 3Ll THere In THeE
Heap. B3 Ba B3, He
531D, 3np DA Da D3,

21

THRY 53Y 50Mmeone

founp Mme. I DO roT

remMemper wHen THe
LIGHT Came in.

even wHen T BiT
THEM, THRY DIDA'T DO
THe BOOM, BOOM,BOOM.

IT Took More Years,
Now THeY 53Y To peTer;
GO now, THEre's NoTHING
More We (an Do. PeTer
5TILLM3EN, You 3re 3
HUM3n seine. TH3hK
You %0 very MUCH.
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you gre wonperinc:,

THE £3THer WHo DID

3LL THOS€ THINGS TO
LiTTLe perer.

WIMBLe CLICK CrumpLe-
CHaw BeLoo. I make
UpP WoY D5 LIKE THIS

3LL THE TIMe.,

THIrTeen Years,THeY

531p. 3 LONG TIMeE.

BuUtT I Know notHinG
of Time.

I am new every day.

1 3m Born wHen L

WaKe ue th THEe morn-

NG, I GYow oLd DurinG

THE D3Y,3and I Die
3T NIGHT.

we are BoTH peTer
STiLLMaAN. BUT Peter
5Tiiman 15 not My
reaL name. 50 Peruaps
I 3M not Perer 5sTiLL-
M3an 3fter aLtL.

22

THirTeen Years, I 53Y.
Or THey 53Y. T Know
NOTHING OFf TIMe.

THeY ToOK HIM TO 3
DArK PL3CeE. THEY LOCKep
HIM UP AND (RFT HIM
THere. H3 Ha H3. eXcuse
ME. 50MeT|Me5 T
dM 50 funhny.,

for THirTeen years THe
£3aTHRY W35 aWaY. HI5
name s peTer sTiLL-
M3n TPO. 5Tr3anGe, 15 1T
NnoT? TH3T Two PeopPLE
C3an HAve THe 53Me name?

TOMOrrow 15 THe end
Of THIrTeen vyears,
TH3AT 15 Bad.
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I 53Y THi5 Of MY Own
free WILL. TH3T 15
noT MY reaL name.

no auestions, pLease.
Yes. no. I 3M perer
S5TILLM3N.

no. Of Course, My
Minp 15 hoT 3LL T
SHOULD BE, no.

BUT NnoTHING Can Be THI5 15 C3LLED 5PeaK- 5Trance, 15 IT noT?
Done gBouT THAT, ING, THE WOrp5 COMe 1 MyseLf HAVe ho
ouT £0r 3 MomenT opinion.
anp pie.

If T can Give You LOhG AGO THere Was

THe WOrbd5 You heebd MOTHEr gnd £aTHer.
IT wWiLL Be 3 orear THeY 523Y MoTHer
ViCcTory.

15
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I %aY WHAT THeY 5ay
pecause I Know
NoTHING.

THEre W35 THI5, noT €ven 3 WINpow.
DarkK. Very Dark. A5 poor pever 5TILLMAN.
DIrk 35 Very Dark. 3Anp THE BOOM,BOOM,
THEY 53Y: THAT Was BOOM, THE C3ca PiLes,

THE room. THeE PIPI LAKES, eXCuse

Me. 3nymore.

THere W35 MU5SH £00D I QM PeTer 4TILLM3n.
In THE HU5H D3rK rooM.| | THAT 15 hoT MY reaL
He 3T1e WITH Hi5 HanDs, name. THaINK Yyou.
RACUse Me. I Mean
peter DID.

MY reaL name 15 mr:

4%aD. WHAT 15 Your

name , Mr. auster ?

PerHaps You are THe

reaL Mr. 53D, anp T
aM no one.

WHAT DID perver DO 35 for Me, I THInK
I THAT room? no one

H3 H3 H3. excuse me.
THAT peter Could hot S0MRTIME5 T IM 50
C3n 53aY. 50Me 53y THINK . DID He BLINK? funny.
NoTHING, DD He DPrinkK? DID
He 5TInK?
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T KrnoW THAT 3LL 15
NOT CIGHT 1N MY HEAD.

for no Good reasoh.

for Now 1 3m Peter
ATILLMAN. THIT 15 noT
MY reaL riame.

ﬁ

anp 1T 15 True, yes,
anp I 53Y TH15 of
MY OWN ¢ree wiLL.

BesT of aLL, Now,
THere 15 Tue Jir.

T cannot 43Y WHo
1 WiLL e ToMOrToW.

THAIT 50MeTiIMes T
JUsT SCream anp
5cream.

Yes. 3nd LiTTLE BY
LITTLE T H3Ve Learnep
To LIVe |nsipe IT.

e3chn DAY 15 New, and
Qdcu D3Y T aM Born






OEBPS/images/aust_9780553387650_epub3_028_r1.jpg
I %ee Hope
everywHere, even
ih THe ParK,anp
When I Dle I WitL

Pernaps Become
GOp.
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He WiLL come.

Iam 3 rvicH Man. I po

noT Have To worry,

You Betv your Bortom
botrrar.

HE WanTeD TO Know 14
GOD HaD 3 Lanecuidce.
PON'T 35K M€ WHAT
THIS Means,

THe £3THEr WILL COMe.

anp He WILL TrY To

KiLL Mg. THank You.

BuTt pPeter LIVeS now,
Yes.

THE £aTHeEr W35 1CH,
3nd LiTTLe PeTer 60T
dLL Hi5 money.

THE £3THEeY THOUGHT 3
BIBY MIGHT 473K IT
\f THe B3BY 43wW ho

pPeoPLe, WHAT BaBY?
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T aM MO5TLY A PoeT
THese D3IY5.

THE £3THer Wab PerHavs

NnoT reaLLy Bap. He Hap

3 Ble Heap. THere

W35 T00 MUCH roomM
In THevre.

peter Knew 50Mme
WOYrD5, THE f£3THEY
THOUGHT M3YBe Pever
WouLp foreet THEM.

3fTer 3 wHiLe.
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THAT 15 WHY THere was
50 MUCH BOOM BOOM
BOOM. every Time perer
WOouLDd 43Y 3 Worp Hi%
f3THEr woulD BOOM Him.

peTer C3n T3aLK LiKe
peoprPLe NOW. BUT He
5TILL H35 OTHer Worps
Ins5ibe His Heab. THeY
are Gov's Lancudee.

WHenever I ask, My

wife GeTs 3 GirL €or

Me. THEY CoMe UP Here
ANd T FUCK THEM.

pPeTer Ledrned To Keep
THE WOrD5 IN51DE HIM.
THR WOYp5 Made hoise
N Hi5 HEad 3np KeeT
HIM compPany.

TH3T (5 WHY Peter
LIVES 50 cLO5€e To (oD.
TH3T 15 WHY He 153

famMmous poeT.
v

Poor Vireinia, 5He Dogs
noT LikKe To fuck.
PerHaPs sHeE fucks

3hoTHer.
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THAT 15 WHY HI5
MOUTH D0&5 NoT
WOrK riGHT.

everyYTHing 15 Goop
F£OY M2 now.

MaYge If You are hice
T0 Her 5he WiLL LeT You
FUCK Her. IT WouLp
M3Ke Me HapPY, for
Your 53Ke.THINK You.
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Li€e (3n L35T JusT 50 LonG, You unverstanp.
EVEryYTHING €L5€ 15 1IN THR YOOM, WITH D3rKness, WitTH

GOD'S LANGUAGE, WITH 5CreaMs. Here T aMm Of THeE atr,
3 BEIUTIFUL THING £Or THE LIGHT To 5HINE oN. perHaps
You WILL FeMemper TH3T. I AM PeTer 5TILLMAN,
THAT 15 NoT MY reaL name.
THANK YOU Very much.
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