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Rescuing  

baby animals

Sometimes, baby animals 

lose their parents. In the 

wild, animals face dangers 

like predators, bad weather, 

or even getting sick. If 

something happens to a 

mother animal, her babies 

might be left alone. 

Sometimes, people cut down 

trees or build roads where 

animals live. This destroys 

their homes, and baby 

animals may get separated 

from their families.

Wildlife experts help to raise these 

animal orphans. Each animal needs 

a different type of care. Some will 

need round-the-clock feeding. 

Others will need medical treatment. 
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The animals must be taught all the skills they need to survive 

in the wild, such as hunting or foraging for food, building dens 

or nests, and getting along with others. 

All will need food, shelter, love and care. When the 

babies are ready, they can go back to the wild or find 

a safe new home. 
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Orangutans

In some parts of Asia, people keep orangutans  

as pets. But orangutans belong in the wild. 

Local organisations collect the baby orangutans from 

the homes and take them to rescue centres. Here, they 

can teach the orangutans how to survive in the wild. 

At first, the orangutans 

are kept alone to make 

sure they are fit and 

healthy. Then they 

are brought to ‘forest 

schools’ to learn the 

skills they need in  

the wild. 

There are small 

trees to climb. Staff 

hide food for them 

to find. They learn 

how to build nests. 

Orangutans will 

spend at least five 

years in school.
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They also learn how to make 

friends. Eventually they will 

have learned enough to be 

released into the wild.
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