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PART I: THE MAKING OF A KILLER

	


Chapter 1  

	Born Into Violence

	 

	 

	 


The story of Pedro Rodrigues Filho begins not with his first breath, but with a brutal kick to his mother's swollen belly. In 1954, in the small town of Santa Rita do Sapucaí in the state of Minas Gerais, Brazil, a violent act of domestic rage would leave an indelible mark on an unborn child, literally reshaping his skull and perhaps, as some would later argue, predetermining the violent path his life would take.

	Pedro's father, known to be a man of volatile temperament and quick fists, had beaten his pregnant wife in a fit of rage. The force of the assault was severe enough that when Pedro was born, his skull bore visible damage, a concave depression that would remain with him throughout his life. This physical deformity would become one of the most debated aspects of his case: was Pedro Rodrigues Filho born a killer, his brain damaged before he ever drew breath? Or was the mythology of his scarred skull simply a convenient narrative to explain the inexplicable, how a human being could kill over one hundred other human beings?

	The question of nature versus nurture would haunt Pedro's story from its very beginning, but what remains indisputable is that he entered a world already steeped in violence, poverty, and desperation.

	The Geography of Poverty

	Santa Rita do Sapucaí in the 1950s was a far cry from the technology hub it would later become. Known today as the "Electronic Valley" of Brazil, in the mid-twentieth century it was a small, impoverished municipality in the state of Minas Gerais, characterized by subsistence farming, limited economic opportunities, and the kind of grinding poverty that shaped entire generations.

	Brazil in the 1950s was a nation in transition. President Juscelino Kubitschek's ambitious modernization program, "Fifty Years of Progress in Five," was transforming urban centers like São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, but rural areas like Santa Rita do Sapucaí remained trapped in cycles of poverty that had persisted for generations. The vast economic inequality that would become synonymous with modern Brazil was already firmly entrenched, creating a society of stark contrasts between the wealthy elite and the impoverished masses.

	For families like the Rodrigues Filhos, survival was a daily struggle. Work was scarce, wages were meager, and the social safety nets that might exist in more developed nations were virtually nonexistent. In this environment, violence was not an aberration but a constant companion, a tool for maintaining control, expressing frustration, and asserting dominance in lives where power was otherwise completely absent.

	Pedro's family lived this reality in its most brutal form.

	A Household of Terror

	Pedro Rodrigues Filho's childhood home was a place where violence was as common as meals and considerably more regular. His father's rage was not reserved solely for that one prenatal assault; it was a defining feature of the household, a constant threat that hung over the family like a storm cloud that never dissipated.

	Domestic violence in 1950s rural Brazil was rarely discussed, almost never prosecuted, and generally accepted as a private family matter. The concept of women's rights was virtually nonexistent in such communities, where traditional patriarchal structures granted men near-absolute authority over their households. Pedro's mother, like countless women of her time and place, had little recourse against her husband's brutality. There were no shelters to flee to, no hotlines to call, no police officers who would take her complaints seriously.

	In this environment, young Pedro learned his earliest lessons about power, control, and violence. He watched his father beat his mother. He likely experienced physical abuse himself, as was common in households where domestic violence occurred. He learned that might be right, that the strong dominated the weak, and that violence was an acceptable, even expected response to frustration, anger, or perceived disrespect.

	Child development experts now understand that children who witness domestic violence experience trauma comparable to those who are directly abused. The constant state of hypervigilance, the unpredictability of violence, the inability to protect loved ones, and the normalization of brutality all contribute to lasting psychological damage. For Pedro, these experiences were compounded by the physical damage he had sustained before birth and the harsh socioeconomic conditions that offered no escape or respite.

	But Pedro was not merely a passive victim of his environment. From an early age, those who knew him reported that he displayed a concerning propensity for violence himself. Unlike his siblings, who apparently responded to their traumatic household with fear and withdrawal, Pedro began to externalize his trauma through aggression.

	The Seeds of Violence

	Childhood aggression can manifest in many ways, and not all aggressive children become violent adults. However, certain patterns in early behavior have been identified by psychologists and criminologists as potential warning signs, particularly when they appear in combination and escalate over time.

	Pedro reportedly displayed several concerning behaviors during his childhood years. He was known to be unusually aggressive with other children, quick to physical confrontation, and seemingly lacking in empathy for others' pain. While many children in impoverished, violent households develop similar behaviors as coping mechanisms, Pedro's aggression appeared to be qualitatively different, more calculated, more intense, and more disturbing to those who witnessed it.

	The famous "Macdonald Triad", bedwetting, fire-setting, and animal cruelty has been largely debunked as a reliable predictor of future serial killing, but elements of the theory persist in criminal psychology because these behaviors often do appear in the histories of violent offenders. They represent a progression of boundary-testing, an escalation of violent impulses, and a growing disconnection from normal empathetic responses.

	Whether Pedro exhibited all elements of this triad is unclear from historical records, but what is documented is that his capacity for violence emerged early and grew steadily throughout his childhood. He was not simply a reactive child lashing out in response to immediate threats; he was developing a proactive approach to violence, using it as a tool to achieve his goals and express his will.

	This distinction is crucial. Reactive violence, fighting back when attacked, defending oneself or others follows a different psychological pathway than proactive violence, where aggression is used instrumentally to achieve desired outcomes. Pedro was learning to use violence not just as a defense mechanism but as a method of problem-solving, a way of asserting control in a world where he had otherwise been completely powerless.

	The Father's Crimes

	The violence within the Rodrigues Filho household was not contained within its walls. Pedro's father was not merely an abusive husband and parent; he was also a criminal, engaged in activities that would ultimately set in motion the events leading to Pedro's first murder.

	The father worked as a school security guard in Santa Rita do Sapucaí, a position that, while modest, represented stable employment, a precious commodity in their impoverished community. However, rather than viewing this job as an opportunity to provide for his family, Pedro's father saw it as an opportunity for theft.

	The details of the theft vary somewhat in different accounts, but the general narrative is consistent: Pedro's father stole something from the school where he worked. In some versions, it was money; in others, food or supplies. The specifics matter less than the consequences. When the theft was discovered, rather than face prosecution or termination, Pedro's father allegedly murdered the person who had discovered his crime, reports suggest it was either a school watchman or administrator.

	This murder committed by his father, the primary male role model in his life, would have profound implications for young Pedro. It demonstrated several lessons with crystal clarity: that murder was a viable solution to problems, that violence could be used to escape consequences, and that human life could be taken to protect one's interests.

	But the murder also triggered a series of events that would directly lead to Pedro's transformation from victim to perpetrator.

	Following the murder, Pedro's father became a wanted man. The family's situation, already dire, deteriorated further. The father went into hiding or fled the area, leaving the family in an even more precarious position. Rumors and accusations swirled through the small community. The family that had already been marginalized by poverty now carried the additional stigma of association with a murderer.

	For teenage Pedro, watching his father escape justice for murder while the family suffered the consequences, the lesson was clear: the world was fundamentally unjust, the law protected some and victimized others, and the only reliable form of justice was the kind you took into your own hands.

	The Breaking Point

	The exact sequence of events that led to Pedro's first murder at age fourteen is somewhat obscured by time, conflicting accounts, and the mythology that has built up around his story. What is generally agreed upon is that the vice-mayor of Santa Rita do Sapucaí was accused of firing Pedro's father (in some accounts) or of being involved in some way with the accusations against his father (in others).

	Whether these accusations were true, partially true, or completely fabricated by a traumatized teenager looking for someone to blame for his family's suffering is unclear. What matters is that Pedro believed it, and that belief was sufficient to trigger what would become a lifetime of self-appointed justice.

	At fourteen years old, Pedro Rodrigues Filho committed his first murder. He hunted down the vice-mayor of Santa Rita do Sapucaí and killed him. The method, the exact circumstances, and the immediate aftermath are less documented than his later, more notorious crimes, but this first killing represented a crucial threshold crossed.

	Fourteen is an age of transition, caught between childhood and adulthood. In modern neuroscience, we understand that the adolescent brain is still developing, particularly the prefrontal cortex responsible for impulse control, judgment, and understanding consequences. Adolescents are more prone to risk-taking, more influenced by emotion, and less capable of fully comprehending the long-term implications of their actions.

	But Pedro's first murder was not an impulsive act of passion. According to his own later accounts, it was premeditated. He identified his target, planned his approach, and executed his plan. This suggests a level of calculated thinking that goes beyond typical adolescent impulsivity, pointing instead toward something more deeply disturbed.

	The psychological literature on juvenile murderers identifies several types: those who kill in the heat of passion, those who kill accidentally during other crimes, and the rare category of those who kill with premeditation and apparent lack of remorse. Pedro fell into this last, most concerning category.

	Flight and Transformation

	After murdering the vice-mayor, Pedro fled Santa Rita do Sapucaí. He was now a fugitive at fourteen, wanted for murder, with no home to return to and no future in his hometown. This flight marked the end of whatever remained of his childhood and the beginning of his transformation into what he would become: a self-styled vigilante killer operating in the shadows of Brazilian society.

	The Brazil that Pedro fled into was a nation of stark contrasts and limited opportunities. The year was approximately 1968, and Brazil was under military dictatorship, a period that had begun in 1964 and would continue until 1985. While the dictatorship primarily focused on suppressing political dissent and left-wing movements, it also presided over a period of rapid but unequal economic growth that exacerbated social divisions.

	For a teenage fugitive with no education, no family support, and no legitimate prospects, the options were severely limited. Pedro could have attempted to disappear into the favelas of a major city, living in poverty but anonymity. He could have tried to survive through petty crime, theft, and hustling. Instead, he chose a different path, one that would ultimately lead to over one hundred deaths.

	Pedro began to develop what he would later describe as his "code", a set of rules that governed who he would kill and why. In his conception, he was not a murderer but an executioner, not a criminal but an agent of justice. He would target only those who deserved death: drug dealers who poisoned communities, rapists who destroyed lives, and murderers who took innocent lives.

	The psychology behind this code is complex and revealing. On one level, it represents a classic rationalization, a way of justifying violence by casting oneself as righteous rather than criminal. Many killers throughout history have claimed moral justifications for their actions, from religious crusaders to political terrorists to serial killers who claimed to be "cleaning up" society.

	But Pedro's code also reflected something deeper, a profound sense of powerlessness transformed into a quest for control. As a child, he had been powerless to stop his father's violence, powerless to protect his mother, powerless to change his circumstances. But with a weapon in his hand and a self-appointed mission, he was no longer powerless. He was, in his own mind, powerful, able to determine who lived and who died, able to dispense justice where the law had failed.

	The Damage Done

	As we examine Pedro Rodrigues Filho's early life, we are left with a portrait of a killer made, not born though the question of the prenatal brain damage complicates even this conclusion. What is clear is that Pedro emerged from a perfect storm of risk factors: genetic predisposition (his father's violence suggests possible inherited traits), prenatal trauma, childhood abuse and neglect, exposure to domestic violence, poverty, lack of education, social marginalization, and traumatic experiences during critical developmental periods.

	Modern criminology and psychology have identified numerous risk factors for violent behavior, and Pedro seemed to possess nearly all of them. Yet millions of children experience similar circumstances without becoming serial killers. What made Pedro different? Was it the specific combination of factors? The severity of the trauma? The prenatal damage? Some inherent difference in his neurological makeup?

	Or was it simply a series of choices, terrible, irrevocable choices made by a damaged child who learned too early that violence was power, that the world was unjust, and that the only reliable form of justice was the kind delivered at the end of a blade?

	These questions would follow Pedro Rodrigues Filho throughout his life, debated by psychologists, criminologists, journalists, and the Brazilian public. They remain relevant today as we seek to understand not just Pedro's case, but the broader phenomenon of serial killing and the factors that transform human beings into predators of their own species.

	What is certain is that by age fourteen, Pedro Rodrigues Filho had already killed once and fled into a life that would be defined by violence. The boy born with a damaged skull in a violent household in impoverished rural Brazil had become a fugitive killer. The worst was yet to come.

	The seeds of violence planted before his birth and watered throughout his childhood had finally borne their terrible fruit. Pedro Rodrigues Filho was no longer merely a victim of violence; he had become its agent, its perpetrator, its avatar. The Brazilian Dexter had begun his bloody career, and the body count would only grow from here.

	 



Chapter 2

	First Blood

	 

	 


There is a moment in the life of every serial killer that criminologists and psychologists find particularly significant: the first kill. This is not the moment when a person decides they are capable of killing, that psychological threshold is often crossed long before any actual violence occurs but rather the moment when theory becomes practice, when fantasy becomes reality, when the irreversible line is crossed from imagining death to causing it.

	For Pedro Rodrigues Filho, that moment came at age fourteen, in the small town of Santa Rita do Sapucaí, when he decided that the vice-mayor would pay with his life for perceived wrongs against his family. But to understand this first murder, we must first understand the convergence of factors that made it possible: the triggering incident involving his father, the psychological state of a traumatized adolescent, and the complete absence of any intervention that might have prevented what was to come.

	The Father's Final Crime

	The theft that Pedro's father committed at the school where he worked as a security guard might seem, in isolation, like a relatively minor crime. In the context of grinding poverty, stealing food or money from an institution might even be viewed with some sympathy, a desperate act by a desperate man trying to provide for his family. But sympathy evaporates when we consider what came next.

	When the theft was discovered, accounts vary on whether it was money, food supplies, or school property Pedro's father faced a choice. He could admit his crime, accept punishment, and deal with the consequences. He could flee, leaving his employment but avoiding immediate accountability. Instead, according to the accounts that have persisted, he chose violence.

	The victim of this murder is often described as a school watchman or security guard, though some accounts suggest it may have been an administrator or another employee who discovered the theft. What matters is that Pedro's father, rather than face the consequences of his theft, allegedly murdered the person who could expose him. This was not a crime of passion or self-defense; it was an instrumental killing, a murder committed to avoid accountability.

	For young Pedro, watching his father's crime and the aftermath, several powerful lessons crystallized. First, murder was a viable solution to problems, it was something his father, his primary male role model, had done. Second, the authorities and the justice system were not omnipotent; his father's murder initially went unpunished or at least unresolved. Third, and perhaps most significantly, violent action could change one's circumstances in ways that passive acceptance could not.

	But the murder also brought consequences that rippled through the entire family. Whether Pedro's father fled immediately or remained in the area for some time before disappearing is unclear from historical records, but what is certain is that the family's already precarious situation deteriorated dramatically. They were now associated with a murderer and a thief. In a small town like Santa Rita do Sapucaí, where everyone knew everyone else's business, this stigma was inescapable.

	The psychological impact on teenage Pedro cannot be overstated. He was at an age when identity formation is paramount, when young people are desperately trying to figure out who they are and where they fit in the world. Pedro's identity was now inextricably linked to shame, criminality, and violence. His father, rather than being a protector or provider, was a criminal and fugitive. His family, rather than being a source of support, was a source of social stigma.

	In this context, the anger and resentment that had been building throughout Pedro's childhood found a specific target and a justification for action.

	The Accusation

	In Pedro's mind, shaped by trauma, poverty, and his father's example, someone had to be responsible for his family's suffering. The narrative that developed, whether based in reality or constructed by a disturbed adolescent mind seeking to make sense of chaos, centered on the vice-mayor of Santa Rita do Sapucaí.

	The exact nature of the vice-mayor's alleged involvement varies in different accounts. Some versions suggest the vice-mayor had fired Pedro's father from his security position, thus creating the desperation that led to the theft and subsequent murder. Other accounts suggest the vice-mayor was somehow involved in the investigation or prosecution of Pedro's father. Still others imply more nebulous connections, that the vice-mayor represented authority, order, and the system that had failed Pedro's family.

	What's crucial to understand is that the factual accuracy of these accusations matters less than Pedro's belief in them. Whether the vice-mayor was actually involved or was simply a convenient target for a traumatized teenager's rage, Pedro convinced himself that this man was responsible for his family's destruction and therefore deserved to die.

	This pattern of rationalization would become central to Pedro's psychology throughout his killing career. He did not see himself as a murderer driven by pathological impulses; he saw himself as an executioner dispensing justice. Each victim, in his mind, deserved death for specific crimes or moral failings. This self-conception as an agent of justice rather than a perpetrator of murder allowed him to kill without the guilt or remorse that might otherwise have stopped him.

	Psychologists who study serial killers have identified this type of rationalization as common among certain types of offenders, particularly those who claim moral or ideological justifications for their violence. It represents a fundamental distortion in moral reasoning, the belief that one has the right to determine who deserves to live or die, that personal judgment supersedes law and social norms, and that violence in service of one's personal code is not only acceptable but righteous.

	At fourteen, Pedro Rodrigues Filho had already developed this distorted moral framework. Whether it emerged from his traumatic childhood, from witnessing his father's violence, from the prenatal brain damage he sustained, or from some combination of all these factors, the result was the same: a young man who believed he had the right to kill.

	Planning the Kill

	What distinguishes Pedro's first murder from a typical juvenile homicide is the apparent degree of premeditation involved. This was not a fight that escalated out of control, not an accidental death during a robbery, not a moment of blind rage. According to Pedro's own later accounts, he planned this murder.

	The details of his planning are not extensively documented, but the fact that he successfully located and killed the vice-mayor suggests a level of deliberation. He would have needed to determine the vice-mayor's location, his routine, his vulnerabilities. He would have needed to acquire a weapon, most accounts suggest he used a knife or other bladed weapon in this first killing, establishing a pattern he would continue throughout his career.

	The psychology of a fourteen-year-old planning a murder is particularly disturbing. Most fourteen-year-olds, even those from violent backgrounds, do not possess the emotional detachment necessary to plan and execute a killing. The ability to maintain a violent intent over time, to plan rather than simply react impulsively, suggests either an unusual level of emotional dysregulation or a more fundamental deficit in normal empathetic responses.

	Modern neuroscience has revealed that the adolescent brain is still developing, particularly in the prefrontal cortex, the region responsible for executive function, impulse control, and long-term planning. This is why adolescents are generally more impulsive, more prone to risk-taking, and less capable of fully comprehending the long-term consequences of their actions than adults.

	However, Pedro's apparent ability to plan and execute a murder at fourteen suggests that his brain development may have been atypical. Whether this was due to the prenatal trauma he sustained, to the chronic stress and trauma of his childhood (which can affect brain development), or to some other neurological factor is impossible to determine retrospectively. What is clear is that he possessed an unusual capacity for premeditated violence at a remarkably young age.

	It's also worth considering what Pedro hoped to achieve through this murder. On a surface level, he may have believed he was avenging his family and punishing someone responsible for their suffering. But on a deeper psychological level, this murder represented something else: an assertion of power and control in a life that had been characterized by powerlessness.

	Throughout his childhood, Pedro had been a victim of his father's violence, of poverty, of circumstances beyond his control. But in planning and executing this murder, he transformed himself from victim to actor, from powerless to powerful. The choice to kill, however horrific, was his choice, perhaps one of the first truly autonomous choices he had ever made.

	This psychological dynamic, the transformation of powerlessness into power through violence would become a defining feature of Pedro's psychology. It's a pattern seen in many serial killers, particularly those who experienced severe childhood trauma and abuse. Violence becomes not just a means to an end but an end in itself, a way of experiencing agency, control, and significance in a world that had previously denied them all three.

	The Moment of Murder

	The actual circumstances of the vice-mayor's death are not extensively documented in available historical records. We know that Pedro killed him, that it happened in or around Santa Rita do Sapucaí, and that Pedro was approximately fourteen years old. The method was likely a knife attack, given Pedro's later preference for bladed weapons and the intimate, up-close nature of most of his kills.

	What we can infer from Pedro's later patterns and from his own accounts is that this first kill was likely brutal and personal. Unlike shootings, which maintain physical and psychological distance between killer and victim, knife attacks require proximity, physical strength, and a willingness to engage in the messy, visceral reality of killing. The killer must feel the resistance of flesh, must see the victim's face, must witness the dying process up close.

	This intimacy of violence is significant. It suggests that Pedro either possessed or quickly developed the emotional detachment necessary to kill at close range. Most people, even those with violent intentions, experience significant psychological barriers when confronted with the reality of killing another human being. The victim's humanity, their fear, their pleas, their suffering typically triggers empathetic responses that make it difficult to continue the violence.

	That Pedro was able to overcome these natural barriers at fourteen suggests either that his capacity for empathy was significantly impaired or that his rage and sense of justification were powerful enough to override normal empathetic responses. Both possibilities are disturbing and both would prove relevant to his later killing career.

	The moment after the first kill is also significant. Serial killers often report that the first murder produces a complex mix of emotions: exhilaration at having crossed the ultimate taboo, fear of being caught, sometimes guilt or remorse, and often surprise at how easy it was. The fantasy of killing, which may have been built up in the killer's mind over months or years, suddenly becomes concrete reality, and the killer must process this transformation.

	For Pedro, standing over the body of the vice-mayor, what did he feel? If we believe his later accounts, he felt satisfaction, justice had been served, a wrong had been righted, his family had been avenged. If we apply psychological analysis, he likely also felt the rush of power that comes from the ultimate act of control over another human being. Whether he felt fear, guilt, or remorse, we cannot know for certain, but his subsequent actions suggest that any negative emotions were not sufficient to deter him from future violence.

	The Immediate Aftermath

	After killing the vice-mayor, Pedro fled Santa Rita do Sapucaí. This flight was not just an escape from the scene of a crime; it was a complete abandonment of his former life. At fourteen, he left behind whatever remained of his family, his home, his community, everything familiar, however dysfunctional it might have been.

	The practical challenges of this flight were immense. Pedro was a young teenager with no resources, no education, no support network, and no legitimate prospects. He was now a fugitive wanted for murdering a public official, which would have made him a priority for law enforcement. He needed to evade capture while somehow surviving, finding food, shelter, and safety in a country that offered few opportunities even to law-abiding citizens, much less to teenage murderers.

	Many young people in Pedro's situation might have been quickly captured. The transition from child to fugitive is difficult, and without resources or street knowledge, most would have either been arrested or would have sought help, possibly turning themselves in. That Pedro not only evaded capture but also survived and eventually thrived (in his own violent way) in the criminal underworld suggests a level of intelligence, resourcefulness, and adaptability that contradicts the image of a simple, impulsive killer.

	Pedro apparently made his way to larger urban areas, likely São Paulo state, where he could more easily disappear into the crowded favelas and marginalized communities that existed on the fringes of Brazilian society. These communities, characterized by extreme poverty, limited police presence, and thriving criminal economies, offered both refuge and opportunity for someone with Pedro's inclinations.

	It was in this environment that Pedro would develop his "code" more fully and begin the transformation from a teenage fugitive who had killed once to a self-styled vigilante who would kill again and again. But the psychological impact of that first murder cannot be overstated. He had crossed the ultimate line, committed the ultimate act, and discovered that he was capable of it, more than capable, even. He was good at it.

	The Psychological Transformation

	Criminologists and psychologists who study serial killers have identified several key factors that separate those who kill once from those who kill repeatedly. One of the most significant is the psychological response to the first kill. Individuals who experience overwhelming guilt, remorse, or trauma from their first killing are unlikely to kill again; the psychological cost is too high. But those who experience the first kill as empowering, satisfying, or even neutral, who find that they can kill without being destroyed by guilt are at high risk for repeat offenses.

	Pedro clearly fell into this latter category. Rather than being deterred by the psychological and practical consequences of murder, he seems to have been emboldened by it. He had identified a problem (in his mind), taken action, and achieved a result. The pattern was established: violence works.

	But there's another crucial element to consider: the role of social bonds in preventing violence. Most people refrain from serious violence not primarily because of fear of punishment but because of their connections to others, family, friends, community. These social bonds create both empathetic concern for others and fear of losing one's place in the social network.

	By fleeing Santa Rita do Sapucaí, Pedro severed whatever limited social bonds he had maintained. He was no longer accountable to family, community, or anyone else. He was alone, anonymous, free from the social controls that constrain most people's behavior. This freedom, combined with his existing violent tendencies and his newly discovered capacity for murder, created a dangerous combination.

	The transformation from victim to victimizer was now complete. The boy who had been beaten, who had watched his mother beaten, who had grown up in poverty and violence, had become an agent of violence himself. But in his mind, he was not simply recreating the violence he had experienced; he was transforming it, redirecting it, using it for what he considered a higher purpose.

	This self-conception would become central to Pedro's identity. He was not a criminal; he was a vigilante. He was not a murderer; he was an executioner. He was not a monster; he was a force for justice in an unjust world. These beliefs, however delusional they might appear to outside observers, were psychologically essential for Pedro. They allowed him to kill without guilt, to see himself as righteous rather than evil, to maintain a positive self-image despite engaging in the most extreme violence imaginable.

	The Point of No Return

	In the mythology that has built up around Pedro Rodrigues Filho, the murder of the vice-mayor is sometimes portrayed as a tragic but understandable response to extreme circumstances, a damaged child striking back against a system that had failed him. This narrative, while containing elements of truth about his traumatic background, fundamentally misunderstands the significance of this moment.

	The murder of the vice-mayor was not simply a reaction to trauma or an expression of rage; it was the opening of a door that could never be closed. It was the moment when Pedro discovered that he could kill and that killing could make him feel powerful, significant, and in control, feelings that had been absent from his life until then.

	Every serial killer has a first victim, and that first killing is always a threshold moment. It separates those who are capable of the ultimate violence from those who are not. It transforms the killer's self-conception and their relationship to the world. After the first kill, the question is no longer "Can I do this?" but rather "What's stopping me from doing it again?"

	For Pedro, at age fourteen, standing at this threshold with the blood of his first victim on his hands, the answer to that question was clear: nothing was stopping him. He had no family to return to, no community ties to maintain, no future to protect. He had only his rage, his damaged psyche, his developing code of vigilante justice, and his newly discovered capacity for violence.

	The boy born with a damaged skull in a violent household had committed his first murder. But he would not be satisfied with just one. The first blood had been spilled, and it would be followed by rivers more. The Brazilian Dexter had taken his first life, and over the next several years, he would take dozens more.

	The Significance of Youth

	It's crucial to emphasize how young Pedro was when he committed this first murder. At fourteen, most young people are concerned with school, friends, and the ordinary dramas of adolescence. They are still forming their identities, still developing their moral frameworks, still learning to navigate the social world. The brain is still developing, particularly the regions responsible for impulse control, long-term planning, and moral reasoning.

	That Pedro was capable of premeditated murder at this age is exceptional and disturbing. It suggests that the normal developmental processes that should have been creating a functioning adult had been severely disrupted by his traumatic experiences, his prenatal injury, or both. The protective factors that typically prevent violence even in at-risk youth, social bonds, fear of consequences, empathy for victims, positive future orientation were either absent or insufficient in Pedro's case.

	The juvenile justice system, where it functions properly, is based on the understanding that young offenders are different from adult offenders, more impulsive, more malleable, more capable of rehabilitation. But Pedro's case challenges these assumptions. Was a fourteen-year-old who could plan and execute a murder capable of rehabilitation? Could intervention at this point have prevented what was to come?

	These are not merely academic questions. They have profound implications for how we understand juvenile violence, how we structure our justice systems, and how we identify and intervene with at-risk youth before they cross the line from victim to victimizer.

	In Pedro's case, there was no intervention. No arrest immediately followed the vice-mayor's murder. No psychological evaluation, no juvenile detention, no attempt at rehabilitation or redirection. Pedro simply disappeared into the vast, impoverished, violent landscape of 1960s Brazil, free to develop his violent tendencies without constraint or consequence.

	The first blood had been spilled. It was only the beginning.

	 

	 

	 



Chapter 3

	The Education of a Vigilante

	 

	 


After murdering the vice-mayor of Santa Rita do Sapucaí, fourteen-year-old Pedro Rodrigues Filho disappeared into the urban sprawl of São Paulo state, one of Brazil's most densely populated and economically dynamic regions. But this was not the São Paulo of gleaming skyscrapers, international business, and sophisticated culture. This was the São Paulo of the margins, the favelas, the periphery, the criminal underworld where the desperately poor and the dangerously violent lived in uneasy coexistence.

	For most fugitive teenagers, this transition would have meant a short, brutal education ending in capture, death, or capitulation to the harsh realities of street life. For Pedro, it became something else entirely: an apprenticeship in violence, a period of development during which he would refine his methods, solidify his philosophy, and transform from an angry teenager who had killed once into a systematic killer who would claim over one hundred lives.

	This chapter in Pedro's life, roughly from age fourteen to nineteen, spanning approximately 1968 to 1973 represents the critical period during which a damaged child became a fully formed serial killer. Understanding this transformation requires examining the environment that shaped him, the criminal culture that educated him, and the psychological processes that allowed him to rationalize and systematize murder.

	The Streets as Classroom

	The favelas and peripheral neighborhoods of São Paulo in the late 1960s and early 1970s were worlds unto themselves, largely invisible to the middle and upper classes who lived in the city's prosperous areas. These were communities built by rural migrants fleeing poverty, constructed haphazardly on hillsides and unused land, lacking basic infrastructure like running water, sewage systems, or reliable electricity.

	But to characterize these communities solely as places of deprivation would be incomplete. They were also spaces of intense social life, complex informal economies, and their own codes of conduct and justice. In the absence of effective state services, police who served rather than exploited, courts that delivered justice rather than class-based oppression, these communities developed their own mechanisms for maintaining order, settling disputes, and punishing transgressors.

	Into this world came Pedro, a teenage fugitive with one murder already behind him and a burning sense of righteous purpose. He was not unique in his violence; the favelas were full of violent young men, many of them involved in criminal enterprises ranging from petty theft to drug trafficking to armed robbery. What made Pedro different was his selectivity, his code, his self-conception as something other than a common criminal.

	The street life of a fugitive teenager in 1960s São Paulo would have been characterized by constant insecurity. Finding food, shelter, and safety would have consumed much of Pedro's energy. He would have needed to establish himself within the complex social hierarchies of street life, prove that he was not easy prey, and find ways to generate income without legitimate employment options.

	Many young people in similar circumstances turned to theft, robbery, or drug dealing. Pedro appears to have taken a different path, one that aligned with his developing self-image as a vigilante rather than a criminal. According to his later accounts and the patterns that emerged from his documented crimes, he began targeting other criminals, people he deemed worse than himself, people who in his moral calculus deserved death.

	This distinction is crucial to understanding Pedro's psychology during this period. He was not simply a predator seeking easy victims. He was developing a methodology, a targeting system based on his own moral code. This required intelligence, observation skills, and the ability to navigate the criminal underworld without becoming a target himself.

	Developing the Code

	The "code" that Pedro would later describe in numerous interviews did not spring fully formed from his first killing. It developed gradually during these years on the streets, shaped by his experiences, his observations, and his need to maintain a positive self-image despite his violence.

	The core principle was simple: Pedro would kill only those who deserved it. But who deserved death? In Pedro's moral framework, the answer was clear: drug dealers who poisoned communities, rapists who destroyed lives, murderers who killed innocent people, and anyone else whose crimes offended his sense of justice.

	This code bears examination because it reveals both the sophistication and the fundamental delusion at the heart of Pedro's psychology. On one hand, the code demonstrates his intelligence and his need for structure and justification. He was not a mindless killer striking out randomly; he was a systematic operator following self-imposed rules. This suggests cognitive complexity and self-awareness.

	On the

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



