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      I DON’T TRUST THE NAKED woman asleep in my bed, the one with the bombshell body and eerily symmetrical face. The edge of her mouth curls when she smiles, she smells like citrus, she bites her lips when she lies.

      This imposter is lying to me—she claims she’s a Ukrainian stripper named Ksenya, but I’d bet my trident that she’s my ex-girlfriend Mia, her face and body masked with plastic surgery. Her brother is in jail for murdering a stripper, and she must have kept her promise that she’d stop at nothing to exonerate him.

      But I’m not going to call her bluff. Hell, no. I’m going to play her game, test her strength, see how far she’s willing to go to keep up this ruse.

      My beloved girl, who shuddered at the thought of lowering her inhibitions, is playing my game now. She wants to get wild? I will fulfill her every fantasy.

      But I control the game now, not her. It will end when I say it ends.

      I’m a Navy SEAL, and I will be the last one standing.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Countdown

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        SE7EN DEADLY SEALS—our loyalty to each other knows no bounds

      

        

      
        6IX months since a night of partying ended tragically

      

        

      
        5IVE years I’ve known my best friend, Joaquín, now wasting away in jail

      

        

      
        4OUR days since this stripper named Ksenya entered my life

      

        

      
        THRE3 ways Ksenya reminds me of my ex Mia

      

        

      
        2WO years since Mia left me during my darkest hour

      

        

      
        1NE naked bombshell asleep in my bed trying to trick me

      

        

      
        ZER0 doubt in my mind that I’ll smoke out the truth

      

        

      
        She wants to get wild? I will fulfill her every fantasy. She’s a chronic liar. I control the game now, not her. It will end when I say it ends. I’m a Navy SEAL, and I will be the last one standing.
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      I THREW A STEAK IN the pan, the scent of grease wafting through my apartment. My ex-girlfriend Mia refused to eat meat, fucking hippie. A vegan, she’d freak when I sautéed her veggies in butter.

      Last night, I’d been so angry that there was even the possibility that Mia thought she could trick me. But I channeled my energy. I had a plan to test Ksenya, the girl asleep in my bed. Try to figure out if she was really Mia in disguise.

      My fingers tingled—this would be fun. Epic, even. If my hunch was correct, I couldn’t wait for the chance to see how far Mia was willing to go to try to fool me. Did she really think I wouldn’t figure out who she was?

      The first order of business was to get Ksenya to quit working at Panthers and find a job somewhere I could keep an eye on her, make sure she was safe.

      I didn’t care that we were broken up; if there was even the slightest chance this girl was Mia, I didn’t want a bunch of jackasses watching her strip. She had lost her virginity to me, for fuck’s sake. I mean, she’d even told me when I last saw her at my place that I still was the only man she’d ever slept with. Joaquín would really kill someone if he knew his sister was moonlighting as a stripper. Hell, I would too. I had to put an end to this bullshit—today.

      Before Joaquín was arrested, he made me promise I would look out for his sister. I gave him my word, with every intention to honor it. But when Mia came to me after the arrest, begging for help, I immediately broke my vow. Still too consumed by my anger, by my rage toward her betrayal, I wanted nothing to do with her. How could she have left me when I needed her most?

      I was such a stubborn jackass. Maybe if I had listened to her, helped her—fuck it, helped Joaquín—instead of hiding behind my pride, things would be different. Maybe Mia and I could’ve worked together to exonerate Joaquín, find out who really killed Tiffany. Maybe Mia could’ve finally told me the truth about why she’d really left me, and maybe we could’ve started fresh.

      The time for second chances had passed, though. It was clearly way too late.

      I was keeping my own secrets from Mia, too. Secrets about how far I’d fallen without her. How I couldn’t live without her. How, no matter how much success I had in the Teams, it meant nothing without her by my side.

      I closed my eyes for a moment, remembering the last time she had been mine, truly mine. She’d kept a vigil at my bedside, night after night. She’d dressed my wounds, given
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