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Introduction 
Cherry Potts and Jeremy Dixon

Welcome to UP//ROAR: Poems of Queer Resistance, Arachne Press’ second volume in a series of queer-themed anthologies.

These poems hold space for the many types of Queer Resistance:

Coming out

Living life bold

Pushing back

Exploring our creativity

Shouting out

Remembering our pioneers

...Just being who we are!

This anthology features a wide range of LGBTQ+ poets, from different ethnic backgrounds and ages that cover five decades – we are all here: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Demisexual, Pan, Trans, Ace... each with different ideas of what and how to resist. A shout, a laugh, a snarl, a sonnet, these poems take many forms. There’s something for everyone, and we hope the reader recognises their own battles within these pages, and might even be inspired to write about their own resistance.

Times have moved on since the 2024 publication of JOY//US, and this new volume is a response and a challenge to  the erosion of LGBTQ+ rights worldwide, and many other retrograde steps.

Poetry has always been a tool for resistance, particularly for the queer community.

We use the tools we have, we fight the fights we have to.

We aren’t going anywhere!

Cherry writes:

While we were fundraising for this book, I had two lesbian friends die unexpectedly, one supported and surrounded by love and acknowledged for who she was, the other isolated from her friends and in denial of everything that made her who she was. It made me realise all over again, on a very personal level, just how important resistance is, so we invited others to nominate queer friends who were no longer with us and whose existence they wanted to celebrate. This became

Resist and Remember.

Since then my wife, Alix Adams, has also died. Her friends celebrated her life in all its facets, but her family tried to erase her queer existence.

EVEN AFTER DEATH we have to go on resisting, on behalf of our loved ones. It shouldn’t be like this, but we do what we can, we resist, and we remember, and we commemorate.
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Resist and Remember

Scan here for more detail about who we are commemorating


RESIST AND REMEMBER

ALIX ADAMS

//

ANDREW COPUS

//

CLIFFORD HASELDINE

//

DAVID NICKSON

//

GEOFF HARDY

//

LILIAN MOHIN

//

LYNDSEY COCKWELL

//

PENNY OWEN

//

RITA WILLIAMS

//

ROSEMARY MANNING

//

SHEILA WHARTON

//

TANYA BOCKING
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