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Introduction
When I originally produced this book in 2002, it was ofﬁcially my ﬁrst book in print. e original included a ﬁfth pattern, but that pattern was eventually sold to Leisure Arts and is included in my book with them called Shower of Cables.ese baby afghan patterns were a complete labor of love! I started designing baby blankets in my teenage years when family members were having babies. To this day, I have a few of these that are go-to blankets.I hope you enjoy making these patterns as much as I do!C © 2002–2020  K WAll rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or by any means including photography, recording or other electronic or mechanical methods withoutprior writtenpermission of the publisher with the exception of brief quotations used in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright.eBook : 978-0-9723232-9-1Technical Editor, Charts & Schematics: Amy Curtin Sample Photography: Stephen M. Gilbert Book Design: Elizabeth Green
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4  SIMPLY BABY BLANKETS  Before You Start
GAUGEGauge is probably the dirty word of crochet. Most of us don’t like to take the time or, as I have heard in some of my classes, waste the yarn to check our gauge. But gauge can be the diﬀerence between a blanket that is just right and one that will cover an African elephant.When looking at the gauge and which hook I recommend for each pattern, remember that the hook size is just that: a recommendation. I may crochet more loosely than you. You may have to go to a hook that is 2–3 times larger to get the same gauge. at is OK! If you have to go down a hook size to get the gauge, that is ﬁne!And don’t forget … every pattern’s gauge is the  gauge. So not only will you need to make a swatch, you will need to block it.SUBSTITUTING YARNSI realize many of you will not like the yarns I used in this book. You can substitute a diﬀerent brand of yarn, but that means gauge is going to be even more important!A diﬀerent yarn might mean that the gauge may come out slightly diﬀerent. Just adjust your hook sizing and use the information about gauge on this page. I do have a couple of caveats about this though:Don’t use a 100% wool yarn for babies. ere are a couple of reasons for that; a) you never know if they are allergic and b) unless it is superwash, it will shrink if the parents do not know not to wash in hot water and dry in a dryer. I like to make it easy for parents and always us an acrylic or an acrylic blend. While there are some children allergic to acrylic, there are less of those than those who are allergic to wool.Changing yarn brand may mean that you will need a diﬀerent quantity of yarn. Always add 10% if in doubt.
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SIMPLY BABY BLANKETS  5 Reading a Crochet Chart
I believe everyone learns to read patterns diﬀer-ently. Some people are very visual, others can get by with just the words. at is why you will ﬁnd every pattern in this book includes both written instructions and symbol charts.To read my charts, the ﬁrst thing you want to look at is the key. Each symbol represents a stitch in the pattern. It’s important that you know how to make all of the stitches shown in the key. If you don’t, check the special stitches section of the pattern to learn how.You will always read the crochet chart from bottom to top. Every row or round is numbered where it begins. e odd rows will be one color, the even another. Both of these will help you to keep from losing your place. If you are working in rows, you will turn the work at the end of every row. If you are working in rounds, most often you will continue to work on the right side of the fabric. But verify in the written pattern that this is the case as often there are patterns that do need to turn the work in the round.Normally, you will only be working into a chain when you are working into the foundation chain. However, if you see one or more stitches sitting on top of one or multiple chains,that will indicate that you will work in the chain space, not in the chain(s) themselves. But use your written pattern to be sure that is the case.If you are working solely from the chart, you might want to use a ruler, a magnetic chart keeper or even removable highlighter tape to keep track of the row you are on. If you are in the middle of the row, using a removable ﬂag to point out the stitch you are at can also be very helpful.When in doubt, you can always refer back to the text of the pattern. I ﬁnd that this is the best way to ﬁgure out tricky parts of the pattern.
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6  SIMPLY BABY BLANKETS  begbegin(ning)bloback loops onlychchaindcdouble crochetdtrdouble treble crochethdchalf double crochetreprepeatrnd(s)round(s)USUKAUSHOOK SIZELace1 ply2ply1.5–2.25mmFingering2 ply3ply1.25–3.5mmSport4 ply5ply3.5–4.5mmDKDK8 ply4.5–5.5mmWorstedAran10 ply5.5–6.5mmBulkyChunky12 ply6.5–9mmSuper BulkySuper Chunky14 ply9mm +rsright sidescsingle crochetskskipsp(s)space(s)sl stslip stitchst(s)stitch(es)trtriple crochetwswrong sideAbbreviations
Yarn Weights
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SIMPLY BABY BLANKETS  7 Blocking
Blocking is your friend! Truly! e reason you want to block your project is twofold: ❥All of my gauges and ﬁnished sizes are to blocked measurements. ❥Blocking your fabric will open up the spaces in the project, especially the lace projects, and create beautiful draping fabric.Many of you might think blocking a baby blanket is crazy. But I have found, over my 46 years as a crocheter, that each blanket presents so much nicer as a gift if it is blocked. Edges are straight and if there are picots or scallops of any sort they are all uniform. Every one of the projects in this book has been ﬁrmly blocked, and you will want to do the same with yours! Never blocked before? Here is how:First, if you are working on a project that is in pieces, I recommend you block all the pieces  you sew them together. is allows you to do just a light steam later on.Start by soaking your project in cool water with a little bit of gentle detergent for at least 30 min-utes. Once the fabric is thoroughly wet, place it inside a large towel, roll it up and squeeze gently to remove the excess water. You want the fabric wet but not dripping.Once the excess water is gone, lay out your project on your blocking surface. I use blocking mats but you can use a bed, carpet, or any other such soft surface. If you have blocking wires, weave them through the edges of the project, especially the straight ones. If you don’t, you can skip this step.Using the schematic for the project as your guide, pin out the straight edges. Make sure to tug the fabric well to start opening up any lacework. I use a yardstick or tape measure (sometimes both for extra-long items) to make sure everything is straight and even. Use non-rusting T-pins for the best results.Flexible wires are great for helping with scallops and points stay sharp and crisp. is is where you will have to really tug well to open up everything. If you have an edging that is rippled or has points or even picots, you will want to place a pin in each peak to make sure they stand open the way they need to be.Now comes the hard part. ... Let it dry completely! In some areas you may have more humidity in your air and it will take longer than others. But if you wait, you will be very happy with the results. Once the fabric is completelydry, carefully unpin.
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SIMPLY BABY BLANKETS  9 Arianna
Beautiful in white, Arianna makes a perfect christening blanket. Made up in baby colors, It is a stunning baby gift. The center panel is a simple lace stitch pattern. The edging is made with traditional granny squares that are sewn in and then edged with a simple yet beautiful border. Optionally, you can trim it out with ¼ inch ribbon to really make it special.FINISHED SIZE42 inches (107 cm) wide and 47 inches (119 cm) tall, blockedMATERIALS2140 yards (1957 m) sport-weight yarnSewing thread and needle4 yards (3.65 m) of ¼-inch (6.3 mm) white satin ribbonCROCHET HOOKUS Size G/6 (4.0 mm) or size needed for gauge. Be sure to take the time to check your gauge.GAUGEIn Body st pattern, 2 repeats and 12 dc rows = 6 inches (15.25 cm)Granny square = 3.75 inches (9.5 cm) squareNOTEe ch-3 at the beginning of each row counts as 1 dc. DIRECTIONSBodyCh 137.Row 1: Dc in 4th ch from hook (3 skipped ch count as ﬁrst dc), dc in next ch, *ch 3, sk 1 ch, sc in next ch, [ch 5, sk 2 ch, sc in next ch] twice, ch 3, sk 1 ch, dc in next 3 ch; rep from * across. (12 3-dc groups)Row 2: Ch 3, turn; dc in next 2 dc, *ch 2, sc in next ch-5 sp, ch 3, sc in next ch-5 sp, ch 2, dc in next 3 dc; rep from * across.Row 3: Ch 3, turn; dc in next 2 dc, *ch 3, sc in next ch-2 sp, ch 5, sc in next ch-3 sp, ch 5, sc in next ch-2 sp, ch 3, dc in next 3 dc; rep from * across.Rows 4–76: Rep rows 2 and 3 thirty-six times, then row 2 once more.EdgingRnd 1: Ch 1, turn; 3 sc in ﬁrst dc, evenly space 109 sc across to last st, 3 sc in last st, evenly space 121 sc down side to end, 3 sc in remaining loop of beg ch, evenly space 109 sc across bottom to last st, 3 sc in last st, evenly space 121 sc up side; join with sl st in ﬁrst sc. (472 sc)Rnd 2 (Ribbon round): Ch 4 (counts as ﬁrst dc and ch-1), (dc, ch 1, dc) in ﬁrst st, ch 1, sk next sc, *dc in next sc, ch 1, sk next sc; rep from * across to corner sc, ([dc, ch 1] twice, dc) in corner sc, ch 1, sk next sc; rep from * twice more, [dc in next sc, ch 1, sk next sc] to end; join with sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-4. (244 dc)Rnd 3: Ch 1, sc in same ch as join, sc in next ch-1 sp, [3 sc in corner dc, sc in each ch-1 sp and dc across to corner dc] 4 times; join with sl st in ﬁrst sc. Fasten oﬀ. (496 sc)Weave in ends.Squares (make 42)Ch 4, join with sl st to form a ring.Rnd 1: Ch 3 (counts as ﬁrst dc here and throughout), 2 dc in ring, ch 3, [3 dc in ring, ch 3] 
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10  SIMPLY BABY BLANKETS  3 times; join with sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3. (12 dc)Rnd 2: Sl st in next 2 dc and in next ch-3 sp; ch 3, (2 dc, ch 2, 3 dc) in ﬁrst ch-3 sp, [ch 2, (3 dc, ch 2, 3 dc) in next ch-3 sp] 3 times, ch 2; join with sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3. (24 dc)Rnd 3: Ch 1, sc in same ch as join, sc in next 2 dc, *3 sc in corner ch-2 sp, sc in next 3 dc, 2 sc in next ch-2 sp**, sc in next 3 dc; rep from * 3 more times ending last rep at **; join with sl st in ﬁrst sc. (44 sc)Rnd 4: Ch 1, sc in same sc as join, [sc in BLO of each sc to corner sc, 3 sc in BLO of corner sc] 4 times, sc in BLO of last 6 sc; join with sl st in ﬁrst sc. Fasten oﬀ. (52 sc) Weave in ends.Attach SquaresMake 2 strips with 10 squares each and 2 strips with 11 squares each by whip stitching the squares together. Whip stitch each stripto the body, taking care to align the squares so that each strip has one square that completes the previous side. See assembly diagram for guidance.Final EdgingRnd 1: Join with a sl st to middle sc in top right corner of blanket; ch 1, [3 sc in corner, place 13 sc across each square to next blanket corner, 3 sc in corner, place 13 sc across each square to last square of side, work 12 sc across last square] twice; join with sl st in ﬁrst sc. (608 sc)Rnd 2: Sl st in next (corner) sc; ch 1, sc in same st, ch 2, sk next sc, *sc in next sc, ch 2, sk next sc; rep from * around; join with sl in ﬁrst sc. (304 sc)Rnd 3: Sl st in next ch-2 sp; ch 1, sc in same ch-2 sp, ch 3, *sc in next ch-2 sp, ch 3; rep from * around; join with sl st in ﬁrst sc. Fasten oﬀ. FinishingWeave in all remaining ends. Cut 2 lengths of ribbon measuring 48 inches each and 2 lengths measuring 43 inches each. Weave the longer pieces through the ribbon round on the longer sides, the short pieces on the shorter sides. Tie bows in each corner to join ribbons.Note: Make sure you secure the ribbon every 4 inches with sewing thread.Ifnot secured,the ribbon can become a strangulation hazard.10123456789101112345678910123456789111234567891010Begin sewing strips on hereASSEMBLY DIAGRAM
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