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      “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5).
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      “Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.”

      
        
        — The Apostle John ( 1 John 3:2)
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            How Shall We Then Reason?

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “If the believer’s God is at work in this world, then in this world the believer’s hand must take hold of the plow, and the name of the Lord must be glorified in that activity as well.”⁠1

      

      

      
        
        — Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920)

      

      

      How shall we then reason? This is my question as we study scientific data from a materialistic view and quickly arrive at the logical extremity of the argument, refusing to engage with theology.⁠2 Dr. David Gelernter (1945–) once remarked in the Claremont Review of Books,

      
        
        "Darwinism is no longer just a scientific theory but the basis of a worldview, and an emergency religion for many troubled souls who need one."⁠3

      

      

      Gelernter, a renowned mathematical scholar, was responding to Stephen Meyer's Darwin's Doubt and expanded his thoughts on an episode of "Mathematical Challenges to Darwin’s Theory of Evolution" at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution.⁠4⁠,5 He added, "The world is a mess."⁠6 When Meyer responded by saying that theology affirms what we observe in the material world, namely, that there is both intelligent design and the presence of entropy, he was pointing to a profound truth. This fits perfectly with the Judeo-Christian concept of the fall of man, which introduced sin into the world.⁠7 We see this in the unchecked multiplication of mutations, creating extraordinarily dangerous bacteria and other disease-carrying entities. Dr. Gelernter not only conceded Meyer's argument but added that theology must be included in scientific inquiry because science arrives at dead ends in almost every area of inquiry. The only bridge to the logical progression of thought is built by theology.
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      Questions for Reflection

      1. How does my worldview influence my interpretation of scientific data?

      •	Reflect on how your beliefs shape your understanding of scientific discoveries and theories. Consider how this worldview aligns or conflicts with materialistic perspectives.

      

      2. In what ways can theology and science complement each other in my understanding of the world?

      •	Contemplate the potential harmony between theological truths and scientific facts. Think about how integrating both can provide a more comprehensive view of reality.

      

      3. How do I respond to the idea that Darwinism can function as an "emergency religion" for some?

      •	Consider why Darwinism might serve as a substitute religion for certain individuals. Reflect on the implications of this for both personal faith and wider cultural engagement.

      

      4. What role does the concept of entropy play in my understanding of creation and the fall of man?

      •	Reflect on how the scientific principle of entropy aligns with the theological concept of the fall. Consider how this understanding impacts your view of the natural world and human history.

      

      5. How can I effectively engage in discussions about intelligent design and evolution with those who hold different views?

      •	Think about strategies for respectful and meaningful dialogue. Reflect on how to present your beliefs in a way that invites open and constructive conversation.

      

      6. In what ways can my Christian faith inform my approach to scientific inquiries and challenges?

      •	Consider how your theological convictions can guide your scientific pursuits and responses to scientific challenges. Reflect on how faith can provide insight and direction in areas where science reaches its limits.
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          1 Abraham Kuyper, Common Grace: God’s Gifts for a Fallen World, Volume 1 (Bellevue, WA: Lexham Press, 2016), 23.

          

          2 I am indebted to the outstanding scholarship in David Snoke, “The Apologetic Argument,” The American Scientific Affiliation 50, no. June (1998): 108–21, https://www.asa3.org/ASA/PSCF/1998/PSCF6-98dyn.html. The title of this paper is a play on words from the essential book on practical apologetics, Francis A. Schaeffer, How Should We Then Live? (L’Abri 50th Anniversary Edition): The Rise and Decline of Western Thought and Culture (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2005).

          

          3 David Gelernter, "Giving Up Darwin: A Fond Farewell to a Brilliant and Beautiful Theory," Claremont Review of Books 19, no. 2 (Spring 2019).

          

          4 Stephen C. Meyer, Darwin’s Doubt: The Explosive Origin of Animal Life and the Case for Intelligent Design (San Francisco: Harper Collins, 2013).

          

          5 Mathematical Challenges to Darwin’s Theory of Evolution, 2019, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noj4phMT9OE.

          

          6 Dr. David Gelenter on Mathematical Challenges.

          

          7 On the Fall of Man, see Joel R. Beeke and Sinclair B. Ferguson, Reformed Confessions Harmonized (Baker Publishing Group, 1999), 46, 47, 49.
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            The Interplay of Science and Theology

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “Of course, I reject atheism because I believe Christianity to be true. But I also reject it because I am a scientist. How could I be impressed with a worldview that undermines the very rationality we need to do science? Science and God mix very well. It is science and atheism that do not mix.”⁠1

      

      

      
        
        — John Lennox (b. 1943)

      

      

      As you might guess, I completely agree. Dr. Gelernter’s concern that science, as the adopted closed-minded and biased worldview, limits or even excludes the necessity of theological dialogue is unquestionably true. For instance, when fossils of whales were found in Chile's Atacama Desert, elevated far above sea level, materialistic, unbelieving scientists went to remarkable extremes to invent theories to support the discovery (e.g., the whales ate deadly algae, the shoreline built up over millions of years, and the remains somehow survived decay and carcass-scavengers as they became covered by sand).⁠2 However, Occam’s Razor—the simplest explanation is usually the correct one—guides us to see that a catastrophic flood brought these creatures inland to the elevated desert-like conditions and then compressed them with the right amount of water pressure, debris, and temperature, preventing ordinary decay or consumption by scavengers.⁠3 Mercifully, there are scientists who are unafraid to ditch the materialistic worldview and to inquire without that bias.⁠4

      The flood story, the story of Noah, and a remnant of life on an ark are anthropological common denominators in the human story.⁠5 Scripture, proven time and again to be a historically
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