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About the Book

“Mr Cutlass,” whispered Mary. “Were you ever a pirate?” Class 4 held its breath.

Class 4 have a very strange new teacher. Mr Cutlass wears a spotted scarf around his neck and has a parrot on his shoulder. Could he possibly be a… pirates? And can Class 4 help him solve a secret message that could lead to hidden treasure? 

A rollicking, action-packed tale of pirates and skulduggery.


[image: Image]

[image: Image]


Chapter One
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“THIS IS MR CUTLASS,” said Mrs Smith, the headmistress. “He is your new teacher.”

Class 4 looked at their new teacher. He wasn’t like the other teachers. He wore a spotted scarf round his neck. And he had a parrot on his shoulder.

“What’s the parrot’s name?” asked Oko.
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“Nipper,” said Mr Cutlass.

“We don’t usually have pets in school,” frowned Mrs Smith. “Mr Cutlass says Nipper will help with lessons.”

“Ar. That he will,” said Mr Cutlass.

Class 4 laughed. Mr Cutlass laughed, too. Nipper squawked, and flapped his wings.

Mrs Smith did not laugh.

“I hope everything will be all right,” she said. She walked out of the room.

Mr Cutlass winked at Class 4.

“Right, mates! The first lesson is singing!”
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He began to sing a loud sea song. Soon everyone in the room was singing loud sea songs.

Nipper squawked, and flapped his wings.

“He’s helping!” said Mr Cutlass.

Class 4 laughed.
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Lessons were fun now. Mr Cutlass had lots of good ideas. Besides, Nipper sat on the children’s shoulders. They liked that.

But if they were rough, Mr Cutlass cried, “Watch it, mate! Or you’ll have to walk the plank!”

Some of the little children didn’t know what he meant. But Class 4 knew. They remembered stories they had heard. The stories were about pirates…
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Sometimes the other teachers looked hard at Mr Cutlass. Sometimes Mrs Smith, the headteacher, looked very hard at Mr Cutlass. The school got a new caretaker, called Mr Jones. He looked very hard at Mr Cutlass, too.
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But no-one asked, “Are you a pirate, Mr Cutlass?”

Even Mrs Smith didn’t ask. She was afraid it might seem rude.

Soon everyone began to get used to Mr Cutlass and Nipper. Most people forgot about pirates.

But Class 4 didn’t forget.

And the school caretaker watched Mr Cutlass closely…

One day, the wind blew hard around the school. Mr Cutlass looked out of the window, and sighed.

He taught Class 4 a new sea song. The song was soft, and sad.

“Ar. I used to sing that song,” he sighed. “With the ship rocking on the waves… the wind blowing through the sails… Ar.”
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Class 4 looked at one another.

“Mr Cutlass,” said James, “were you ever a – sailor?”

“Ar. That I was,” sighed Mr Cutlass.

“Mr Cutlass,” whispered Mary. “Were you ever a – pirate?”

Class 4 held its breath.
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Chapter Two
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MR CUTLASS LOOKED AT Class 4.

“Can you keep a secret, mates?” he asked.

“Yes!” cried Class 4.

“Then I’ll tell you. I was once a pirate. Captain Cutlass. That was me.”

Class 4 shivered with excitement.

“Why did you stop?” asked Ranjit.

“It’s wrong to be a pirate,” said Mr Cutlass. “So I gave it up.”

“Did you find a lot of treasure?” asked Mary.

“I did,” smiled Mr Cutlass.
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“Did you have a brave pirate crew?” asked Taki.

“I did!” smiled Mr Cutlass.

“Did you have lots of fights?” asked Jill.

“Lots!” smiled Mr Cutlass. “Especially with Dastardly Dan. He was my sworn enemy. Many a time we’ve had a desperate battle. I always won. But only just…”

[image: Image]

Class 4 shivered again. Nipper squawked, and flapped his wings.

“Ar,” said Mr Cutlass. “Old Nipper knows all about it!”

“Tell us!” begged Class 4.

“Please, Mr Cutlass!”

“Well—” began Mr Cutlass.

That day, and every day, Mr Cutlass told them pirate stories.
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Dastardly Dan was in every story. He was a big ugly man. He had a wickedly flashing gold tooth which showed when he smiled.
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Dastardly Dan sank every ship he came across. He only rescued the sailors if they paid him lots of money. Even then he didn’t take them back to port. He left them on desert islands. He was always making one of his crew walk the plank, especially when his ship was sailing through crocodile-infested water. And he had an evil laugh. “Har har har har har!”

Class 4 shivered.

One day, Mr Cutlass whispered, “Class 4 – would you like to see a secret message?”

“Oh, yes please!” they cried.

Mr Cutlass pulled a piece of paper from his pocket. Class 4 crowded round to look.
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“A friend gave it to me,” said Mr Cutlass. “It’s about hidden treasure. I’ve never bothered to work it out.”

“We’ll work it out!” cried Class 4.
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“All right,” said Mr Cutlass. “But remember! I’m not a pirate now. So we won’t look for the treasure. And you must keep all this very secret. Because—”

He stopped.

“Because what?” cried Class 4.
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“Because Dastardly Dan knows I have the message!” whispered Mr Cutlass. “If he should come after us…”
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Class 4 shivered. “We’ll keep it very secret!” they promised. They didn’t like the sound of Dastardly Dan and his wickedly flashing gold tooth.

They tried to work out what the message meant.
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