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	Guesstimations

	
	        

	Aug. 24th, 2275 - New York - 8 

	An elderly couple climb rocks to enter a cave in Ithaca. It is their anniversary and they needed to get away from all the madness. There is a waterfall high in the hills where they find solitary refuge. Within the cave behind the waterfall the man sets a cozy fire. In the morning they climb higher till they reach the peak. The man unfolds the two chairs and they sit at the small table already there. He places a bottle of whiskey and two glasses down on the table. The world for them is coming to an end. He pours a drink for her. She doesn’t typically have liquor but in these times anything is possible. She sits down and succumbs to the idea that there is no changing weather, no preventing water from rising and there is no way to stop immense boulders falling from the sky. The man means so much to her yet they are so small in the scheme of things. He talks of old times to get her mind off the impending doom. She notices he doesn’t want to waste a moment with her. He takes out a device and chooses a song. The music begins to play. Van Morrison singing Crazy Love. He reaches his hand out to her and they dance. A thunderous sound is heard. The man kisses her gently on the lips and stares deeply into her eyes. A tsunami is seen in the distance. 

	● 

	Oct. 8th, 2064 - Peru - Stare it Down 

	Wells Crowley watches as the last bandito is killed. Johnny stands in the center of the abandoned village and screams for Wells to give up. They meet standing opposed to each other on either side of the one dirt road that runs through. Johnny notices that Crowley looks different but he still recognizes his mannerisms. They have fought before perhaps in another life. Johnny draws first, missing Wells who returns fire and hits Johnny in the foot. He hobbles behind a building to take cover. Wells disappears amongst the shadows. Dusk gives way to night. Johnny wraps his foot with cloth from a dead man’s shirt and notices he has only one bullet left. Wells comes out of hiding and throws his gun to the ground. 

	“Come out Johnny. There’s only one person leaving. Let’s see who is the better man,” Wells says. 

	Johnny comes out of hiding. He takes his trench coat off that drops like chains from the carried weapons. They fight bare fists in the night. Wells knocks Johnny to the ground who reaches for a gun. Wells kicks the gun away. He allows Johnny to stand up. Johnny takes a swing and gets put in a headlock. Right before Johnny loses consciousness Wells is shot in the head. Sunshine comes from out of the shadows and hands Johnny his trench coat. He dare not step on or touch Wells. 

	“Find what I’m looking for,” Sunshine insists. 

	● 

	March 27th, 2007 - New Jersey - Retraction of Spoken 

	Thoughts 

	Phineas Khloebester was a peculiar person with an indignant way of avoiding the masses. Though he could seem brash to a stranger his heart was made of gold. Phineas’ purpose never was for himself rather for the good of humankind. He grew up with a loving mother. Their lives were transient and sometimes messy but in the end the value of family stood strong. His father grew up tied to a job he couldn’t escape. Education led to his success but he died before Phineas knew him. Khloebester’s mother filled his life with joy. Doris provided meals on the table and an education against wrong doing. After her husband’s death she changed her and her son’s name to have a chance at a safer future. She instilled in her son a noble quest to be a good person and to stand up for what was right. He was gifted with a great intelligence which his mother could see from the start. Phineas was a great athlete during high school. His college was considered the best in his field of interest but his tuition was high. It was curiously paid for by an unknown contributor. Some thought Khloebester was a child of privilege as his education was covered and money continued to be deposited; the truth was more peculiar. Phineas had never met the monetary contributor known as CY45. During his youth the same contributor would send pictures and pieces of information about Phineas’ father. He cherished those envelopes. They gifted him recollections of fond memories. Phineas thought of CY45 as alarmingly secretive but nonetheless an allie. 

	Khloebester became a physicist but his passion was inventions of the grandest nature with a flair for robotic engineering. Khloebester worked as a professor for a couple years but one evening he encountered two men who offered him a position working for the government. Phineas’ ideas and radical equations had been passed from one governmental department to the next. Where the orders came from no one knew. 

	The young professor was excited about the new job and new fiance. When she died he spent most of his days working. In his grief he became unaware that his work would be used for nefarious purposes. In time Phineas investigated the powers that be. He did not like what he saw. Working for the government he noticed policy changes happening which negatively affected and alarmingly opposed his opinions. The money was good and Khloebester had nowhere else he’d rather be but to ignore the impending changes was troublesome. Bottled-up resentment waits no more after the news of Phineas’ transfer to Analon is revealed. This was a division which experimented in obscene ways. Idealism comes in the form of a screaming match between Phineas and his direct supervisor as to the purpose of his transfer. 

	● 

	Aug. 23rd, 1311 - Judean Desert - Taking the World 

	Adam has searched the known world for Elizabeth. He gave up all he had to find her. His journey led to England which put him in contact with Lord Edward who favored Adam and knighted him. On August 20th 1270 they set sail from Dover to the considered holy land. On May 9th 1271 the crusaders arrived in Acre with a fleet of eight sailing vessels and thirty galleys. The Baibars scattered but still remained a threat. Lord Edward understood the trouble he was in and arranged for additional troops. It might not be enough so he had ordered some men to go to the Mongols for their support. It was then that Adam could no longer tolerate the conquering nature of the kingdom. The voyage was not about bringing faith to faithless people, rather earning those people’s faith to bring profit. If they did not align, we took what we could and called them savage. Adam wasn’t even sure if the God they were fighting for was interpreted correctly. He joined the band of men that were ordered to bring a message to the Mongols. During their travel Adam defected from the crusade at his earliest chance. The men tried to follow but they had more pressing matters with the Mongols. Adam knowing he would lose his life if he were to return was now banished to the desert. He rode with no direction intended. Lost and certain he was no longer followed Adam came upon water. He jumped into it. The mud washed away his skin that had been scorned by evil. Adam thought of Elizabeth as he laid in the water. It was too bitter to drink. He fell asleep by the water for some time but was startled by the sounds of merchants approaching. Adam collects his things and rides his horse deeper into the desert. After the third day Adam began to feel the strain of existence. He ventured into canyons to hide from the sun. That evening close to death Adam could hear a soothing whisper. The rain began to fall. A crusader lost in the desert drank from the sky. As water came down the boulder, sand became wet. Adam notices something buried in the sand. It was a leather canteen. Adam picked it up and filled it with rain water. That night he felt the presence of something that was protecting him. 

	In every instance of near death innately waited a sense of knowing how to live. He suffered but survived. Always some sort of mystical clue that would reveal itself to help him endure the harshness of the desert. There were moments of war that 

	Adam could see in the distance but he restrained himself from leaving the desert or even traveling near civilization. Adam’s horse dies and the belongings that he had were shed. He kept only some clothes and the canteen. Something just kept calling him. Many crusades had been sent, land taken in the claim of Deus Vult. Those that choose greed are unaware that land does not leave, they do. People do everyday. It seems illogical for land to be claimed by a dying existence. Sometimes for causes they do not fully understand. Alone in the desert made sense to Adam, people do not. 

	As time went by Adam could hear soothing whispers in the night, but sometimes a voice who demands sacrifice and souls. Other times Adam would speak to a man who flickers in the distance. The mirage of a man gave the wicked whisper a name, Satanah. Foreign tongues made sense to Adam and moreover he would make sense to them regardless of the language used. Adam would learn to pray with the flickering spirit. 

	The lost crusader came upon an entrance carved into the bedrock. It was there in Petra he stayed for a while. Darkness would increase the wicked voice’s volume. Desert merchants spent nights there, they too would be afraid of the dark. The ruins seemed not a place to be. By foot Adam walks into the unknown battling the sun. His canteen pours empty. With a foul mind from the voices that haunt him, Adam falls by exhaustion. Near imminent death, a mirage comes from the wind walking towards Adam. The figure hands him water to drink. They walk for days until they reach a set of caves. Here the man heals Adam completely. Adam is grateful and performs chores for the mirage. He is told great stories of times that were. The mirage says he comes from the Essene that were driven from this land long ago. Within these caves Adam is shown documents that are kept in jars. Greek documents speak of earlier civilizations yet they steal their concepts and replace them with their own Gods. Romans who want to purge the pagans do the same. The documents also speak of treasures hidden within the desert. 

	In the morning the mirage shows Adam one of the treasure locations. They take what they can carry and travel to the water that healed Adam once from his scorns. They leave the gold by the waterside when no one is there. The man takes water from the Sea of Salt. They venture back into the caves. Salt is made and traded with various tribes. The Essene mirage vanishes, never to be seen again. Adam feels lost but continues his search. 

	He comes upon a hidden treasure. Adam takes gold to the Sea of Salt and in the morning it disappears. He continues to do this till the treasure is gone. For 40 years Adam lives amongst the desert merchants trading salt and hiding from the wars all around. He keeps one piece of treasure making sure not to lose it. Adam fears death and on one last evening Adam waits by the Lifeless Sea to see why the gold has been left. The water seeps a fog. 

	A shadowed form takes the last piece of gold and disappears. Adam returns to the desert. He grows old and weary. The crusade he once knew seems like another life. The evil voices that once were now remain silent after years of ignoring their fiendish calls. No matter how much time goes by, still one thought remains. Elizabeth. Adam wishes to see her once more. She is a force of nature that he never wants to forget. His search has failed and his purpose forgotten. Adam takes his last breath and remembers the love he felt for her and the love she made him feel for the world. He hopes that in death he can remember the world and everything in it. Dusk falls and so does Adam. 

	● 

	Sept. 17th, 1266 - Ireland - Remains 

	Elizabeth is heating water in the home Adam built for three. Adam holds his bow steady; waiting out a wild animal who hunts. Night will blanket the sky soon as storms approach. There is a strange chill in the air. 

	Adam steadies his breathing for a still shot. This hunt stands 

	to offer a healthy supply for the winter. Adam’s love for her keeps him sharp witted. Elizabeth separates herbs and places them in the boiling water. His survival meant hers. 

	Elizabeth peels skin from an animal to patch Adam’s torn clothing. Staring into the darkness, she senses a dangerous night. Adam releases the arrow making its way through flesh and killing the beast instantly. He wraps his game setting for home. Elizabeth keeps the stew she made warm for Adam’s return slowly kindling the fire. He has been gone for too long. She stares into the forest. Three witches come out from the shadows and Adam gives chase. He becomes surrounded by black fog. Haunting whispers consume his fear near the cliffs of Moher. 

	Adam raises his sword that casts a green flame. The night holds mysterious ways. Elizabeth would often recall her nightmare of three ghastly women with powers of the darkest kind. These three witches swore allegiance to the dark army that shadows the land. Adam makes his way through the forest. He can hear Elizabeth say to him that it will be alright. The witches give chase cautious of the sword. 

	● 

	Thursday March 29th, 2007 - New Jersey - Fickled and 

	Sought Out 

	Phineas is a shadow of his former self. He spends his time at home coding things while downloading top secret lies. He’s been coding ever since Wells showed him the capabilities of the strange cell phone. This hobby became his hacking software after Phineas saw the contents of the CY45 documents. A lot of times as a child Phineas would build wondrous things. His mother would ask him all about his inventions. That love never stopped and Phineas’ home was filled with mechanical home built experiments. One day he will finish that robot he thought. Phineas has a restless mind. Confined in his room and recovering from being up all night having downloaded research. He needs to get ready for work. 

	After a dispute over morality with his supervisor Phineas went into a terrible spell of idealism. He sees his boss bright and early in the morning. His direct supervisor explains to Phineas that his conduct was noted by Analon and a mess of other departments. Phineas is bothered at the notion that his direct supervisor would report him. His supervisor explains how he must report all conduct of his employees. Phineas notes the level of humanity lacking within that notion. Analon is now questioning Phineas’ loyalty to the new position and he is told that his current position is filled. Reluctantly and with full spite, Phineas pleads with his supervisor to speak to Analon for a reconsideration. His supervisor will note this request. 

	● 

	Oct. 12th 1490 - Port of Palos de la Frontera - 6 Centuries 

	Monsters love the night. Some are bound to it having no appreciation for the sun. Their allergies prohibit them from enjoying daylight. One particular photosensitive monster shifts through the night as a street performing jester. The jester renamed himself Mr. Sunshine though his audience would claim his dark performance anything but sunny. He travels with his destination unknown and entertains the less fortunate while feeding on the rich. This is profitable. 

	Sunshine is visited by a beautiful woman. She does not fear his ghastly appearance and he cannot take his eyes off of her. A bargain is met and Sunshine is told of bad deeds that must be done to secure a better future. He travels to Spain and assumes a name Lucero helping the inquisition with its cause. It is during this time he begins to feed on property and business owners. In two years’ time he now controls the ports. 

	Sunshine grows tired of this life and wonders if immortality is something he wants. Time continues and Sunshine is caught consuming his audience while performing on a vessel. He ate crew members and even the cook. Their deaths were never noted in the records of the voyage. 

	In this new land Mr. Sunshine builds a castle high in the hills. Natives who cross his path would reluctantly become food or henchmen. He planned to build an army of monsters. As time passed, so did those that inhabited the land. He watched sword fights, gunfights, scalping, disease, and the inevitable reorganization of the country. Mr. Sunshine began to grow tired of living. He traveled the world in search of truth from some of the most intelligent of his kind but no answers were found. 

	In 1929, the day after Black Tuesday, Mr. Sunshine realized he had consumed people that could have prevented the crash. His life seemed menacing. Sunshine knew he had to destroy himself or accept what he was. He swore allegiance to a dark underworld known as The Bildeboars. Standing in his carved out castle Mr. Sunshine began to build his underground palace. 

	● 

	March 30th 2007 - New Jersey - …and Then It Was Friday 

	Khlobester shuffles through his desk at work with little time for a proper search. 

	A box is presented to him along with two security officers. Their job was to make sure Phineas walked out with nothing incriminating and with no conflict. His direct supervisor, appropriately named Willie, provides a fitting shit eating smirk of amusement… and then it was Friday. 

	Phineas Khlobester stumbles into a bar called The Moon Under Water. At first, his mood was jocular but eventually it became apparent that he was there to erase something troubling from his mind. As Khloebester takes a shot he notices Wells staring at him. The professor asks, “what do you want?” 

	Wells just stares back “Are you a lonely soul just like me, here for a little whoop pie…,” Khlobester spills some whiskey on his lapel fumbling to get the question finished. 

	“We are all lonely souls Phineas. You look like you need a bed,” Wells suggests. 

	“And you look like a pile of shit,” Khloebester drunkenly retorts. He storms out of the bar leaning every so often to balance his drunken head. 

	“You’re all a bunch of fucking sheep! BAH,” he screams to street walkers. The professor is in bad shape. He falls into the gutter. Wells exits the Moon Under Water and is appalled by Phineas’ behavior. 

	“Get up man,” Wells pulls Phineas to his feet and says, “look, you lost your job. So what? It was just preventing you from what you are destined to do. I gave you what you needed. It’s time to start and nothing’s stopping you.” 

	“You’re right Wells. You’ve been saying it all along and I didn’t want to listen. 

	Fuck ‘em. Libertad.” 

	Phineas walks off to get a good night's sleep. In the morning he’ll start to code. At a peak point of his drunkenness, all he could come up with calling the plan, was Plan A. 

	● 

	March 31st, 1895 - England - Times are Changing 

	A young fly is surrounded by his family as they consume horse manure. Even though this was a daily occurrence for the fly’s family he realized his purpose seemed greater. The fly ventures off for the first time alone. There has been so much bickering in Europe that it has led to an industrial push for greater transportation, bigger cities and larger armies. Factories attract a large portion of the population who leave their simple lives for a more promising future. The city is expanding. The fly gets pushed by wind and dodges a man who swats at him. The swaying of a police horse’s tail pushes the fly towards a building. One more gust of wind strikes and the fly goes through the opened door. He becomes trapped within the Chesterfield Mayfair Hotel. 

	● 

	Oct. 17th, 1483 - Spain - The Confessor 

	At the Monastery of Santa Cruz a historically evil human was granted extended power. This was in part due to greed but mostly to rid the world of people that would oppose their history changing plans. When the powers that be need a concept to be accepted by the masses, novel new industries play trickery to evolve the scheme. The power of persuasion is always impending. A man is tied to a slab of rock as a pendulum swings above him. He pleads for his life hoping his beliefs will not result in his downfall. The man sees a frightful creature waiting in the shadows. The village has been burned and people have been rounded up. The
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