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USA TODAY BESTSELLING Author, Lexy Timms, weaves a story of betrayal, deceit, and risking it all for love. The perfect Summer Beach read!

In the end, we only regret the chances we didn't take.

Humiliation. Degradation. And a weekend away in the Hamptons.

It's what I need to shake the doldrum of my heartache away.

My world is crashing down around me, but the only thing I can think about is her.

Her body. Her voice. The way she looked at me before that interview. My mind knows I need to stay away, but my heart is still calling the shots.

Is it possible all of it was a lie? The bottom of my bottle seems more enticing than life. But when I close my eyes, she calls to me. My Pretty Kallie. I'm pulled between my reality and hers. Stuck between the life I want to lead, and the life people expect me to lead.

Was the interview a lie? Was Kallie telling the truth? Would she take me back? Will I ever feel her skin beneath my fingertips again? Will I ever get the chance to tell her how I feel?

Only one thing is for certain. Someone is lying.
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Kallie

His eye contact was like a kick to Kallie’s chest. What the hell was he doing there? Kallie wanted to take a weekend and get out of the city, and the one thing she didn’t want to follow her had suddenly shown up in the grocery store. The more he grimaced, the more she trembled. She ducked behind a bookrack and hoped she was hallucinating him. She closed her eyes and steadied her breathing, trying to gain a hold on her racing mind.

Even in his anger, he looked beautiful.

Kallie heard footsteps behind her and she quickly grabbed the nearest magazine. Dog weddings. Wonderful. What an enthralling topic. She opened it up and began to scan the pages, hoping the footsteps would walk by. Pass her and keep walking down the aisle so she could get away. She recognized the footfalls. The heavy foot followed by a light touch. Ash’s swagger as he loomed down the aisle, making a beeline for her while she tried to hide.

She felt his shadow cast over her, but she kept her eyes glued to the magazine.

“What are you doing here?” Ash asked.

The disdain in his voice killed a part of Kallie.

“Scoping out the new trends in doggy bridal attire. I hear it’s the latest thing,” she said.

“Not a gold digger, huh?” he asked.

“I don’t know. There are some pretty cheap designs in this magazine.”

“Cut the shit, Kallie. What the fuck are you doing in the Hamptons? Didn’t get enough with me and James? You here to sink your teeth into another unsuspecting rich man?”

“Pretty sure no one’s unsuspecting, thanks to James’s interview.”

“You aren’t welcome here,” he said.

“Didn’t know you were the mayor of the place.”

“You really expect me to believe you aren’t a gold digger when you’re here after what happened? The playground of the rich and famous after being called out for your antics?”

Every word that fell from his lips stung like a lightning bolt straight to her heart. But she wasn’t going to give him any more benefit of the doubt. If he didn’t believe her, then there would never be any convincing of him otherwise. And as much as it pained Kallie to admit it, maybe she was better off. If there was one downside Ash did have to his personality, it was his anger. His inability to control his emotions. Keeping himself cooped up from relationships made him unable to control the things he felt when they did come to life, and Kallie wasn't in the teaching business.

Not when it came to emotions.

“I’m a guest of Eris’s friend, Jeremy,” Kallie said as she rolled her eyes.

She finally looked up at Ash and watched him cock an eyebrow.

“Eris’s friend.”

“Mm-hmm,” she said.

“Doesn’t shock me, since she’s your partner in gold-digging crime. Speaking of Jeremy, I owe him a phone call. He’s not much of a television watcher.”

Kallie debated on slapping him in the middle of the aisle. But she restrained herself. The last thing she needed was to be painted with assault as well as gold-digging.

“He already knows.”

“What?” Ash asked.

“Eris has already filled him in on what’s going on with me. And he’s still screwing her. And inviting me places. Whoops.”

Kallie shrugged as she put the doggy magazine up and grabbed her book. She pushed off the bookrack and watched Ash’s eyes light up with fire. He wasn’t going to pin her down in the middle of a damn grocery store. That much was for certain.

“In fact, if you want to talk with him, he’s around here somewhere. Picking up toilet paper, I think,” Kallie said.

“The two of you are disgusting. Once Jeremy gets Eris out of his system, he’ll come to his senses. I know Jeremy.”

“I’m sure you do,” Kallie said.

She walked away without another response toward him. Her hands were trembling, but she wouldn't allow him to see that. She wouldn't allow him to see any of the things he did to her. He wasn’t worth the energy any longer. Ash would think whatever he wanted to think, no matter what she said. So she figured her time was better spent educating Ash on what was going on around her in an attempt to show him that the interview didn’t bother her. Didn’t deter her. Didn’t somehow ruin her life and leave the embers burning in ruins around her.

But it was hard.

Because Kallie wanted to change his perception of her.

She got to the end of the aisle and peeked over her shoulder. She saw Ash headed for the door, empty-handed. She let out the breath she didn’t know she was holding and it sent her heart racing at a thousand beats a second. The smallest part of her thought that seeing Ash again after all of this would somehow make her feel better. That one look exchanged between them would change his mind. That, if anything, he could bury his anger and listen to her and find the rationale behind her explanation.

But seeing him only served to make her feel sick to her stomach.

The wound was so fresh, and Ash had poked it with a hot prod. It was clear to her that he wasn’t going to believe her anytime soon, and it chiseled away at her dreams a little more. Her dreams gave her hope. Imagining a life with Ash gave her hope that maybe they could get through this. Maybe they could weather this storm like they had on the island and come away from it stronger than ever.

He was only supposed to be temporary.

“Kallie?”

She shook her head and looked up the back aisle as Eris came jogging toward her.

“Kallie, you okay? You look like you’ve seen a ghost.”

“Not a ghost. Ash,” Kallie said.

“What?” Eris asked.

“Ash is here this weekend. He just ... came into the store and—”

“What did he do?”

“He told me I wasn’t welcomed here. That I had a lot of nerve showing my face after telling him I wasn’t a gold digger. He thinks I’m here to find someone else to sink my teeth into.”

“Jeremy!” Eris exclaimed.

“What?”

“Get over here!”

“Where are you?”

“By the meats!”

Kallie sighed as she clung to the book in her hand. But she honestly didn’t want it anymore. Eris pulled her in for a hug as Jeremy came around the corner, and Kallie felt like crying. Unleashing more pent-up emotions into the crook of her best friend’s shoulder. But she couldn't give Ash that satisfaction. She couldn't let him control her anymore like this. No matter how much she wanted to give herself over to him and no matter how much he meant to her, she had to find a way to move on.

She had to find a way to give him up.

“What’s up?” Jeremy asked.

“I’m done shopping. Can you check all this shit out? I’m going to take Kallie back to the car,” Eris said.

“Did something happen?” he asked.

“Ash happened.”

“What?”

“Ash is here this weekend. I’m getting her back to the car before another run-in happens.”

“Wait, he came into the store?” he asked.

“Just check out the damn groceries, okay? I’ll cut you a check for half of it all.”

“You know this weekend’s on me,” he said. “Get her to the car. I’ll be out in a little while.”

Eris wrapped her arm around Kallie and escorted her back to Jeremy’s vehicle. Kallie piled herself into the back seat and leaned her forehead against the window of the car. She felt tired. Empty. Ready for her first nap of the weekend. She closed her eyes as Jeremy stuffed the trunk of his car full of all the things they’d bought, and soon they were on the road headed to his house.

“Kallie?” Eris asked.

“Yep?”

“You know you can’t let him yank you around like this forever,” she said.

“Got it,” Kallie said.

“At some point in time, you have to acknowledge the fact that he’s going to think what he wants. But that still doesn’t give him a reason to verbally assault you in a fucking grocery store.”

“Yep,” Kallie said.

“He’s an asshole, and you need to—”

“Damn it, Eris. I hear you.”

“Can I play devil’s advocate for a second?” Jeremy asked.

“No, you can’t,” Eris said.

“Well, I’m going to. That James guy? He made a hell of an argument.”

“That’s false,” Eris said.

“Doesn’t mean it’s not a hell of an argument. I believe you. I believe Kallie. James Rathbone has a reputation in the community for being a slimy snake when he wants to be. But Ash doesn’t delve into this community a lot, so he isn’t aware of James’s reputation. And if you take all that shit at face value from the interview? It looks a hell of a lot like—”

“Can you shut up now?” Eris asked. “That would really be helpful.”

Kallie rode silently in the back seat of the car. All of this made her sick to her stomach. The fights she was eliciting between Eris and Jeremy. Knowing Ash was going to be in the Hamptons for the weekend. His anger. James’s disgusting interview. All of it swirled and meshed within the confines of her body. Kallie watched the expensive houses roll by as they made their way through the small town she was apparently not welcomed in. The beach grew closer and she could smell the salted air infiltrating the air-conditioning of Jeremy’s car. And the second they pulled into his beach house, she slammed herself out of the car.

Raced up to the front door.

Jiggled the locked door until someone approached her from behind.

“Here,” Jeremy said. “Up the stairs, down the hall in front of you, the door all the way at the end.”

Then he opened the door and Kallie took off running.

She took the stairs two by two until she set foot onto the decadent carpeted flooring. She raced down the hallway, her hand reaching out for the doorknob. She barreled into the room that boasted of a king-size bed, satin sheets, french doors that opened out onto a private balcony that overlooked the ocean, and an en suite bathroom. Kallie threw open the french doors and took in the crashing of the waves. The salty air that seemed to relax her. The cool breeze that filled her darkened room for the weekend. She kicked off her flip-flops and closed her bedroom door, succumbing to the only thing she wanted this weekend.

Then Kallie fell onto the bed, wiggled herself underneath the covers, and sighed.

The bed held her in its grasp, cradling her tired body. The rhythmic undulation of the waves coaxed her down from her anxious precipice. Already, the encounter with Ash was falling to the back of her mind. Already, she felt sleep hanging heavily over her body. She slipped out of her dress and scooted it off the edge of the bed, feeling the satin sheets caress her skin. It was the most comfortable thing she had ever lay against.

Well, the second most comfortable.

Kallie pulled the comforter up to her chin and closed her eyes. Her body felt exhausted, but her mind was swirling. Images of her wedding crashed through her mind. Her dress. Her ring. The chapel. Her parents. How beautiful Eris looked in her bridesmaid dress. How gorgeous she felt in her wedding dress.

Eris’s face when she ran up the stairs to tell Hallie that James had been caught cheating.

It wasn’t her job to prove anything to Ash. But she still wanted to. She wanted to prove to him that she wasn’t this gold-digging whore that the media was painting her to be. She wanted to shove it in his face and then yell at him. Beat against his chest and slam him against a wall. She wanted to be able to stick it to him and watch the horror roll across his face before she walked out on him.

She was tired of being walked out on. Of being tossed aside by circumstances beyond her control. But the mere thought of it made her feel even more tired than she already was.

And her body finally succumbed to sleep.
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Ash

So much for the fucking weekend getaway. Ash stormed out of the grocery story, his mind racing with anger. What the fuck was that woman doing on his turf? Why the hell was she even in the Hamptons? That gold-digging little bitch. She really expected to convince him with those big puppy dog eyes that she was somehow innocent when her escape from all this was the Hamptons?

Deep down, Ash knew he was being ridiculous. Being this angry was the hold she still had on him But whatever excuse he could find to give into his anger, he was going to take it. The way Kallie had burned him was fixed firmly in the forefront of his mind. His idea of spending a weekend in the Hamptons to get away from things obviously wasn’t going to work. Not with her around. Of course she would be there to spoil everything. To taint it with her disgusting ways and find herself another piece of man-meat to prey on.

Ash debated on going back to the city. On getting out of the cage he’d flung himself into for the weekend. Better yet, he could catch a plane. Fly one of his father’s to parts unknown where he could begin to undo the damage Kallie had etched into his heart. Seeing her in that store and feeling the way his heart still called out for her made him sick. Made him angrier than anything in the world ever had. How could he possibly still feel that way after what she’d done to him? How could his body and his soul and his heart still want her after everything that had come to light?

Ash drove at lightning speed through the town until he came to his family’s huge beachside mansion. He was glad he’d called ahead to alert the caretaker to make it ready for him. That meant the grocery store would wait until later. Ash had originally stopped in to get some booze and some snacks, since his father wasn’t much of a snacker and his second stepmother was fucking rail thin and Botoxed beyond all reason.

She was probably on some idiotic liquid diet to keep her figure.

Such bullshit.

Ash slammed into the mansion and crushed the door behind him. He made his way for the sitting room that looked out over the ocean. To his great relief, it didn’t look like the trip for booze was necessary. The minibar in the library was fully stocked. He strode over to it and screwed the cap off the first thing he could grab and filled a crystal glass with it. He dropped a few cherries into the mix to give it a hint of sweetness, then he walked to the french doors that led out to the beachfront balcony.

He threw them open and allowed the breeze to wash over him. He guzzled his drink, pouring the alcohol down his throat
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