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It is well that war is so terrible,  or we should get too fond of it.
—GENERAL ROBERT E. LEE

Introduction
Fifty years ago, replicas of Civil War garrison caps, Yankee  blue and Confederate gray, were selling to children and adults  all over America. The horrors of World War II were already  beginning to fade, and Americans were looking back to an  older conflict fought on our own soil, a struggle that with   the passage of time has become romanticized and glorified  as the first modern war. The last of the old wars and the first  of the new, the Civil War was a war of military innovations.  It produced hot air balloons and the first aerial reconnaissance, the first battle between ironclad ships, the first submarine to sink a ship, water mines, land mines, machine guns,  rail guns, antiaircraft fire, magazine rifles, wire entanglements, and the first battlefield use of the telegraph, as well as  many other inventions and scientific developments that revolutionized warfare.
Most important, the tragedy of the Civil War marked a  new beginning in our nation’s history. Slavery, one of the  defining causes of the war, was ended in North America once  and for all by the Union victory and by President Lincoln’s  Emancipation Proclamation midway through the conflict.  States’ rights, the other major point of contention between  North and South, is still fiercely debated today, but the quarrel is bloodless and carried out in the halls of Congress, rather  than on the field of battle.
The Civil War produced brilliant and energetic new national leaders while it was ushering in advances in battlefield  armaments and tactics. All the accomplishments were produced against a background of astonishing acts of individual  heroism and self-sacrifice.
It was our nation’s epic national conflict and the last war to  be fought by land forces totally on American soil. American  cities, towns, plantations, and farms were destroyed, and innocent civilians were killed, injured, or dispossessed and left  without food or shelter.
The conflict claimed the lives of more American fighting  men than all the nation’s other wars combined. Billy Yanks  and Johnny Rebs died on battlefields in cities and small  towns and at isolated crossroads, rivers, and creeks like Petersburg, Gettysburg, Chickamauga, Bull Run, and Five Forks.  Even more died of disease and infection spread by huge  numbers of men massed together in unsanitary conditions,  with insufficient medical care that too often was aggravated  by malnutrition.
Two of every ten men who marched off to war never saw  their homes again. Thousands of others returned without  arms and legs, blind, or with other physical and emotional  injuries that would plague them throughout the remainder   of their lives. The Civil War was a ghastly four-year bloodletting between North and South that, after incredible pain  and sacrifice on both sides, transformed a country at war  with itself into a stronger, cohesive union that became the  most powerful nation in the world.
The world’s first modern war changed the Union and the  Confederacy into the United States!

A
Abatis
One of the most formidable obstacles laid around defensive  positions during the war, abatis were tangles of trees and large  limbs carefully arranged with the branches pointed toward  the attackers. Small branches and leaves were stripped away to  prevent their use as cover for the enemy. Remaining branches  were sharpened at the ends, and larger chunks were often  covered with earth, staked to the ground, or nailed to crossbeams to inhibit efforts to dismantle the obstacles.
Abercrombie, Brigadier General 
 John Joseph, U.S.

A West Pointer, Abercrombie served as a captain in Florida’s  Seminole Wars, before he was brevetted as a major for gallant conduct at the Battle of Okeechobee. After frontier duty  and fighting in the Mexican War, where he was wounded at  Monterrey and again cited for gallantry, he was promoted to  lieutenant colonel. During the Civil War he fought at Falling  Waters during the Shenandoah Campaign and served through  the Peninsular Campaign as a brigadier general of volunteers. Abercrombie was wounded at Fair Oaks and fought at  Malvern Hill, then participated in several skirmishes during  the retreat to Harrison’s Landing. During 1862 and 1863 he  was engaged in the defense of Washington. He later served at  Fredericksburg and fought against Hampton’s Legion. Abercrombie was brevetted brigadier general at the end of the  conflict.
Abolition
Religious fundamentalists in the North were convinced that  slavery was a national evil, and they became the primary  force that founded and shaped the abolitionist movement. In  the South most whites considered abolitionists uninformed  meddlers, who were attacking their lifestyle and economy.  As the abolitionist movement took firm root, the American  Anti-Slavery Society grew to more than 1,000 chapters and  a membership of more than 250,000. Inevitably, the heated  debate and partisan rancor led to bloodshed on both sides of  the issue. Passage of the Fugitive Slave Act in 1850 and publication two years later of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s melodramatic but scathing attack on slavery  Uncle Tom’s Cabin  helped fan the flames of the growing enmity between the  largely proslavery forces in the South and the abolitionists in  the North. (See: Douglass, Frederick; Dred Scott Decision;  and Stowe, Harriet Beecher.)
Adams, Brigadier General John, CS
The son of Irish immigrants, Adams graduated from West  Point and served in the U.S. Army during the Mexican War.  Brevetted for gallantry and meritorious conduct during the  Battle of Santa Cruz de Rossales, he was commissioned first  lieutenant in 1851 and promoted to captain five years later.  Adams was serving at Fort Crook, California, when he resigned his U.S. Army commission and traveled to Tennessee  to fight for the South. He was a captain of cavalry when he  was placed in command at Memphis. In May 1862 he was  promoted to colonel and in December became a brigadier  general. When Brigadier General Lloyd Tilghman died in  1863, Adams assumed command of his Mississippi infantry  brigade, fought under General Joseph E. Johnston at Vicksburg, and served with Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk in  Mississippi. Transferred to the Confederate Army of Tennessee, Adams served with General John B. Hood after the  fall of Atlanta, in the Nashville Campaign, and briefly with  General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s cavalry. Adams was leading his regiment in an attack against Union troops at the Battle of Franklin on November 30, 1864, when he was killed.
Adams, Brigadier General William Wirt, CS
A brother of General Daniel Weisinger Adams, William was  a veteran of the Army of the Republic of Texas and a former  Mississippi state legislator when he turned down an offer   by President Davis to serve as the Confederacy’s new postmaster general. Instead, Adams raised the 1st Mississippi  Cavalry, and as the regiment’s colonel he led it in battle in Mississippi and Tennessee. He was promoted to brigadier general for his performance at Vicksburg. Late in 1864, his brigade  was attached to General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s corps and  served there throughout the remainder of the conflict. After  the war he served as a state revenue agent and postmaster of  Jackson, Mississippi, before he was shot to death by a newspaper editor he had quarreled with.
Admiral
Congress created the title of flag officer in 1857, but it wasn’t  until five years later, while the Civil War was raging, that the  first American use of the admiral rank was authorized. (The  same act also restored the title of commodore.) The first American naval officer to be named to the new rank was Admiral  David G. Farragut. (See: Farragut, Admiral David Glasgow,  USN.)
African Repatriation
Both President Lincoln and abolitionist Harriet Beecher  Stowe, author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, toyed with the idea of  repatriating the slaves to Africa. (See: Stowe, Harriet Beecher.)
Age of Soldiers, Average
The average age of Union soldiers was in the midtwenties.  Most Billy Yanks ranged in age from 18 to 45, although  some boys not yet in their teens managed to enlist. A few old  men in their sixties or seventies also served, if only briefly,  before their age and infirmities caught up with them. Confederate records are missing or incomplete, but the ages of  Johnny Rebs are known to have been in the same general  range as those of their foe. (See: Clem, Major General John  Lincoln, U.S.)
Air-to-Ground Communication
Information about enemy strength and troop movements was  relayed from the air to friendly forces on the ground for the  first time during the Civil War. Aeronauts communicated intelligence through telegraph wires attached to the baskets on  hot air balloons. (See: Balloons, Hot Air; and Telegraph.)
Alabama, CSS
The most notoriously successful commerce raider of the   war, the CSS  Alabama, sailed the globe, gorging itself on  spoils from the Union’s merchant fleet. Captain Raphael  Semmes was hobbled by an international crew that included  more mercenary adventurers than Southerners, and their reluctance to submit to strong discipline created problems during engagements with enemy warships. During a 22-month,  75,000-mile voyage touching in ports in Asia, Africa, South  America, North America, the Caribbean, and Europe the Alabama nevertheless captured 65 Union merchantmen, including 52 that were burned. By June 1864, the Alabama’s  boilers were burned out, her seams were splitting, and she  was badly in need of repair. Captain Semmes sailed his ship  to Cherbourg, France, sent 38 prisoners ashore, and requested permission from authorities to put the ship in dry  dock. (See: Alabama, CSS, and Kearsarge, USS, Battle of;  Semmes, Captain Raphael, CSN; and Winslow, Rear Admiral John A., USN.)
Alabama, CSS, and Kearsarge, USS, Battle of
It was like a picnic for the French who crowded Cherbourg  in June 1864 to watch the fun and root for the Rebels when  the Alabama sailed out of the harbor to do battle with the  Kearsarge. But it soon became hellish aboard the Alabama.  Commanded by Captain John A. Winslow, the Kearsarge   had sailed 300 miles from the Dutch coast in response to an  alert from the U.S. minister in Paris and a bold challenge  from Semmes delivered through the Confederate agent in  Cherbourg to show up for a fight. It was an uneven battle,  even though the Alabama  drew first blood with a salvo of  broadsides that disabled a gun crew. A third or more of the  Confederate shells that struck the enemy ship failed to explode, and the Kearsarge began raking the Alabama with   11-inch shells that blew sailors to pieces, ripped away cannon, and tore gaping holes in the sides and superstructure.  Injured in the right hand, Semmes was afraid his ship was  about to sink when he ordered his executive officer, First  Lieutenant John McIntosh Kell, to steer for the coast. It was  too late, and when Kell told his superior that the stricken ship  couldn’t last another ten minutes, Semmes ordered him to  haul down the colors. Winslow was suspicious and called for  one more ghastly broadside before the Alabama  ran up a  white flag and boats from the Kearsarge and nearby civilian  craft began picking up survivors and the dead. Captain  Semmes and Lieutenant Kell were rescued by an English  steam yacht, hidden from the Union sailors, and released in  England. The notorious Confederate raider slipped beneath  the waves at 12:24 P.M., just 90 minutes after the battle  began. The  Alabama suffered 43 casualties, about half of   the deaths during battle or from drowning. One sailor aboard  the Kearsarge died, and two were wounded. (See: Alabama,  CSS; Semmes, Captain Raphael, CSN; and Winslow, Rear  Admiral John A., USN.)
Albemarle, CSS
The Confederate ram was threatening the Union blockade in  Albemarle Sound, North Carolina, in October 1864 when navy  lieutenant William B. Cushing led a handpicked squad of  Yankee volunteers up the Roanoke River in a 30-foot launch  to sink the Southern ironside with a spar torpedo. Confederate sentries spotted the boat and opened fire at about 3:00 A.M.,  but Cushing crashed it over a log barrier, lowered the spar,  pushed the torpedo under the ship, and pulled a lanyard to   trigger an explosion. Both the ironclad and the launch were  sunk, and Cushing was one of only two Union sallors who  escaped capture or death. (See: Plymouth, Battle of; and Spar  Torpedoes.)
Alcatraz
Several hundred captured Confederates were held at the fort  and prison in San Francisco Bay.
Alexander, Brigadier General 
Edward Porter, CS

An engineer and expert artillerist, Alexander was a West  Pointer who campaigned with the U.S. Army in the Utah  Territory before resigning his commission to fight for the   Confederacy. He served as a signal officer under General  Beauregard at First Bull Run, fought with Stonewall Jackson  at Chancellorsville, was chief of artillery for General James  Longstreet, and participated in the Battle of Gettysburg and  the Siege of Knoxville. In 1864 Alexander was promoted to  brigadier general, becoming one of only three Confederate  generals who were artillery officers. Alexander fought at Spotsylvania and Cold Harbor and was seriously wounded at the  Crater. He survived the war and went into the railroad business. (See: Wig-Wag Signaling.)
Allen, Brigadier General Henry Watkins, CS
A native Virginian, Allen made his mark as a politician in  Louisiana and as an implacable warrior for the Confederacy.  After fighting in the War for Texas Independence as a volunteer, studying law, teaching school, and becoming a planter,  he was elected a Mississippi state representative. He later  moved to Louisiana, where he was also elected to the state  legislature. When the Civil War broke out, he enlisted in the  infantry as a private but was quickly elected lieutenant colonel  of the 4th Louisiana Infantry. Allen was a colonel when he  refused to leave the field at Shiloh, despite suffering a serious facial wound. In action again at the defense of Baton  Rouge, he was wounded in both legs and one was so badly   shattered by a shell fragment that surgeons were prepared to  amputate before he forbade the operation. But the damage  was so severe that he used crutches for the rest of his life.  Allen was promoted to brigadier general on August 19, 1863,  and transferred to the Trans-Mississippi Department, where  he proved his ability as an administrator, working to shore up  the shattered economy of the area. Elected Louisiana governor, he served in the civilian job as chief executive while retaining his military rank until the end of the war. Allen, who  had advocated freeing the slaves and arming them to fight the  Union, initially opposed surrender but finally helped negotiate the capitulation of troops under General Edmund Kirby  Smith. Smith was leader of the last significant force of Confederate soldiers still in the field. Then Allen fled to Mexico,  where he established and edited an English-language newspaper until his death on April 22, 1866. (See: Smith, General  Edmund Kirby, CS.)
Allen, Major General Robert, U.S.
A West Point graduate and Mexican War veteran, this native  Ohioan served the Union as a major and colonel before  being promoted to brigadier general in May 1862. He served  as chief quartermaster in the Department of Missouri and  quartermaster for the Mississippi Valley, then became quartermaster for all areas west of the Mississippi River.
Alvord, Brigadier General Benjamin, U.S.
A graduate and instructor at West Point who was also a paymaster, Alvord served in the Mexican War and the Seminole  Wars. In April 1862 the native Vermonter was appointed  brigadier general of volunteers, and he commanded the District of Oregon until March 1865.
Ambulance Corps
With thousands of gravely ill and wounded on both sides of  the conflict, ambulance corps were organized to carry the  helpless men to field hospitals and surgeons in the rear. Most  of the corpsmen were boys or men who were too short or   considered otherwise unfit for combat, and they came to  their jobs with no formal training. Litter bearers who were as  physically run-down and exhausted as the men they were  trying to help often jostled or dropped the wounded, adding  to the pain and injuries. Ambulances were horse-drawn two-wheel carts or crowded four-wheel open wagons with a canvas over the top to shield the sick and injured from the sun  and dust. The wagons often had poor springs, and reckless  drivers could make the ride to the rear an excruciatingly painful ordeal capable of rattling the remaining life out of patients.  Hospital stewards assigned to aid stations had a smattering  of specialized medical training that helped them assist surgeons and tend the wounded.
Ames, Major General Adelbert, U.S.
A West Point graduate and recipient of the Medal of Honor,  Ames was a lieutenant of artillery at the First Battle of Bull  Run. He was also assigned to the defense of Washington,  served in the Peninsular Campaign, fought with the 20th  Maine at Antietam and Fredericksburg, and was as an aide to  General George G. Meade at Chancellorsville. Appointed a  brigadier general of volunteers, Ames commanded a brigade  at Gettysburg, was with the X Corps at Charleston, and led a  brigade at Cold Harbor and Petersburg and a division at Fort  Fisher. Ames was brevetted major general U.S. Volunteers on  January 15, 1865, and major general U.S. Army on March  13, 1865. After the war he was provisional governor of Mississippi, served as a U.S. senator and state governor, and  fought in the Spanish-American War. Ames died in 1933 at  age 97 and was the last surviving Civil War general from either army.
Ammen, Brigadier General Jacob, U.S.
A graduate and instructor at West Point, this native Virginian  fought in the Western Virginia Campaign, at Shiloh and  Corinth. He was named a brigadier general of volunteers in  1862 and served on court-martial boards and in garrison  commands.
Amputation
Amputation was the treatment of choice for most badly broken, lacerated or shattered limbs during the war, and so many  arms and legs were severed by surgeons that they stacked   up like cordwood until permanently disposed of. U.S. Army  records show that almost 29,000 amputations were performed on Federal soldiers and sailors and about 7,000 of the  patients died. Among the chief reasons for the high death  rate were infection and gangrene, stemming from lack of  knowledge on the part of the mid-nineteenth-century surgeons of the importance of clean, sterile surgical tools and  hands. Only about 200 Bluecoats who had finger amputations died, but the bigger the limb the worse the chances   of survival, and more than half the men who lost their legs  died after surgery. Some field surgeons became so proficient  that they could saw and cut off an arm or a leg in less than  two minutes while the screaming patient was held down by  a couple of strong orderlies. Injured Confederates endured  amputations at an at least similar rate, and although records  are scarce, probably suffered an even larger percentage of  deaths after going under the surgeon’s knife because of the  critical shortage of care and facilities. Stonewall Jackson,  one of the South’s most gallant and skillful generals, died of  pneumonia in a Richmond hospital after his left arm was   amputated following the Battle of Chancellorsville. (See:  Anesthetics; Jackson, Lieutenant General Thomas Jonathan  “Stonewall,” CS; and Minié Balls.)
Anaconda Plan
A strategy devised by Commanding General of the Union  Army Winfield Scott at the beginning of the war that called  for strangling the Rebels into submission by cutting off their  supply lines and bringing them back into the fold with a minimum of bloodshed became known as the Anaconda Plan. As  outlined to the protégé of President Abraham Lincoln, Scott,  and Major General George B. McClellan, the plan focused  on cutting off foreign commerce with a coastal blockade of  Southern ports; taking control of the Mississippi River from   Cairo, Illinois, to the Gulf of Mexico with gunboats and  60,000 troops; and destroying the Confederate government  by capturing the capital at Richmond. Scott’s plan to squeeze  the South into submission was considered by more militant  Unionists too passive, and it was not wholly adopted at the  time. But the first element of the plan was put into place on  April 19, 1861, only six days after the surrender of Fort Sumter,  by declaring a formal blockade of Southern ports extending along the Atlantic coast from South Carolina to Florida   and along the Gulf Coast to the Mexican border. A few days  later, after Virginia and North Carolina prepared to secede,  the blockade was extended north to the Potomac River.  Nearly three years of bloody warfare ensued before other  similar, more aggressive elements of the original plan were  employed by General Ulysses S. Grant, who kept the major  Confederate forces tied up in Virginia and Tennessee while  Major General William T. Sherman’s fast-moving troops  split the South with their destructive march through Georgia  to the sea. (See: Boa Constrictor Plan; Scott, Lieutenant General Winfield, U.S.; and Sherman, Major General William  Tecumseh, U.S.)
Anderson, Brigadier General 
Robert Houston, CS

After graduation from West Point, this Savannah native was  assigned to duty in Upper New York State, then at Fort Walla  Walla in the Washington Territory as an infantry lieutenant.  As secession approached, Anderson switched to the Confederacy and was commissioned as a lieutenant in the artillery.  In September 1861, he was promoted to major and named  assistant adjutant general to Major General W. H. T. Walker  of the Georgia State troops. Anderson fought at Fort McAllister in coastal Georgia before transferring to line duty and  being promoted to colonel of the 5th Georgia Cavalry. On  July 26, 1864, he was commissioned brigadier general. Attached to the Army of Tennessee as a cavalryman, he fought   in the Atlanta Campaign. When Brigadier General John H.  Kelly was killed near Franklin, Tennessee, Anderson temporarily assumed the division’s command, but he resumed  his former role as a brigade commander after the fall of Atlanta. He led his brigade against the Federals through the  march to the sea and the Carolinas Campaign. After surrender, he became police chief of Savannah.
Anderson, Lieutenant Edwin Maffitt, CSN
Closely related to other famous Confederate Navy officers,  Anderson served with Captain Raphael Semmes aboard the  shipping raiders CSS Alabama and CSS Sumter. He was also  acting master of the blockade runner CSS  Owl. (See: Alabama,CSS; Semmes, Captain Raphael, CSN; and Sumter,   CSS.)
Anderson, Lieutenant General 
Richard Heron, CS

“Fighting Dick” graduated from West Point and from the  U.S. Army Cavalry School at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, before  being posted to the Western territories. During the Mexican  War he was brevetted first lieutenant for meritorious conduct. When Anderson’s home state of South Carolina seceded,  he resigned his commission to fight for the Confederacy. Appointed colonel of the 1st South Carolina Infantry, he served  at the siege of Fort Sumter, then succeeded Brigadier General Beauregard as commander at Charleston. Anderson was  promoted to brigadier general on July 18, 1861, and became  senior aide to General Braxton Bragg during the Pennsylvania Campaign of 1862. He fought at Seven Pines, Gaines’s  Mill, and Malvern Hill. In July 1862, he was promoted to  major general, and he led troops at Second Bull Run,   Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Spotsylvania, and Cold Harbor. He had been advanced to the rank  of lieutenant general when his command was shattered at   the Battle of Sayler’s Creek. When he returned to Richmond  there was no command befitting his rank and he was relieved  of duty the day before the Confederate surrender at Appomattox Courthouse.
Anderson, Major General James Patton, CS
A Tennessee native, Anderson was a man of many talents  who was a physician, fought in the Mexican War, and served  as a Mississippi state legislator, U.S. marshal in the Washington Territory, congressman, and was a Florida plantation  owner before becoming a delegate to the Florida state secession convention. Anderson was commissioned as an army  colonel in the Confederate Army but quickly rose to brigadier  general. He fought at the Battle of Shiloh and commanded  the Army of Tennessee during the Kentucky campaign and  the Battle of Perryville. Anderson also fought at Stone’s River,  Chickamauga, and Chattanooga before promotion to major  general on February 17, 1864. After briefly commanding the  Confederate District of Florida, he returned to the Army of  Tennessee, fighting at Ezra Church, Utoy Creek, and the Battle of Jonesboro, where he suffered a serious chest injury and  was removed from command. Ignoring doctors’ orders, he  rejoined his troops and fought through their final battles in  the Carolinas until the end of the war.
Anderson, Major General Robert, U.S.
This 1825 graduate of West Point from Kentucky who firmly  supported the Union even though he was strongly proslavery  became the North’s first hero of the war after surrendering  Fort Sumter. Anderson, who fought in the Black Hawk War,  Seminole Wars, and Mexican War, was a major with the 1st  Artillery when he was posted to Charleston on November  15, 1860. On December 26, Anderson reacted to South Carolina’s secession by secretly moving his two-company garrison past Rebel picket boats in the dead of night from the  nearly indefensible Fort Moultrie to the unfinished but  stronger Fort Sumter in the middle of Charleston Harbor. In  January 1861, he was under orders not to engage Confederate artillery as it fired upon the Union relief ship Star of   the West.  But during the bombardment of Fort Sumter on  April 12–13 he held on for two days until lack of ammunition and food forced him to surrender. Although Anderson  considered himself a failure for having been unable to prevent the war, he was appointed brigadier general on May 15,  1861, then placed in command of the Department of Kentucky. He continued in command when the department was  merged with the Department of the Cumberland but was relieved of field duties after his health began to fail and worked  at various assignments in the North. Anderson retired from  the army on October 27, 1863, and was brevetted major general for his performance at Fort Sumter. When the Union recaptured Fort Sumter, he raised the Stars and Stripes. (See:  Fort Moultrie; and Fort Sumter.)
Anderson, William T. “Bloody Bill”
One of the most notorious of the Border Ruffians who terrorized Missouri during the Civil War years, Bloody Bill had a  pathological hatred of Union soldiers and Northern sympathizers. Although he enlisted with William Clarke Quantrill’s  irregular partisan raiders, Anderson later broke away to command his own ruthless band of 60 to 70 cutthroats. Riding at  the head of the band with a string of scalps around his neck,  he ravaged the Missouri countryside, burning homes, razing  towns, murdering settlers, and cold-bloodedly executing captured Union soldiers. Scalpings, torture, cold-blooded executions, and other crimes were excused by the mounted terrorists  as being justified by the Southern cause. Anderson met  rough justice on October 27, 1864, when he was ambushed  by Captain Samuel P. Cox, leading a contingent of Missouri  State Militia, and riddled with bullets. Anderson’s body was  taken to nearby Richmond, where he was decapitated and his  head impaled on a telegraph pole. Anderson’s headless corpse  was roped to a horse and dragged along the dusty streets,  then dumped into an unmarked grave. (See: Centralia Massacre; Lawrence Massacre; and Quantrill, Colonel William  Clarke, CS.)
Andersonville Prison
This huge prison in Sumter County, Georgia, became synonymous with brutality and horror after it was liberated by  Federal troops during the closing days of the war. Emaciated   survivors told stories of ghastly treatment by the brutal prison  commander Captain Heinrich “Henry” Wirz, and investigators pieced together a shocking picture of starvation and   endemic disease that claimed the lives of 13,000 prisoners.  That meant a death rate of approximately 29 percent. The  sprawling prison in southwest Georgia grew up almost  overnight, until at its most crowded it held a wretched army  of 33,000 Federal soldiers—a population that was exceeded  by only four cities in the Confederacy. The grossly overcrowded prison was established to move Federal captives  held at Richmond, Virginia, where the main prison was previously located, farther away from Union forces and to relieve  the Confederate capital’s critical food shortage. Prisoners  began arriving at the camp, which initially covered 16 acres  and was surrounded by a 15-foot-tall stockade, in February  1864. Although originally designed to hold 10,000 men,  even after the camp was expanded to 26 acres it was soon  jammed with three times that number. At its peak, nearly  400 prisoners were arriving at the camp every day. Critically  short of food and medical supplies for its own troops and  civilians, the rapidly crumbling Confederacy found it almost  impossible to adequately feed, shelter, and provide health  care for the prisoners. Proper sanitation was nonexistent, and  the only freshwater for prisoners and guards was provided by  Stockade Creek, a small stream that trickled through the  prison yard. Waste was routinely dumped upstream, and downstream the creek was used as the prisoners’ latrine. After the  death from exhaustion of the first camp commander, Brigadier  General John Henry Winder, helpless prisoners were routinely brutalized by guards and the sadistic, Bluecoat-hating  new commandant, “Henry” Wirz. (See: Old Capitol Prison;  Winder, Brigadier General John Henry, CS; and Wirz, Captain Heinrich “Henry,” CS.)
Andrews, Brigadier General 
 George Leonard, U.S.

After graduating first in his West Point class of 1851, this  Massachusetts native supervised construction of fortifications in Boston Harbor before returning to his alma mater to  teach. He returned to civilian life in 1855 to work as a civil  engineer until he was commissioned as a lieutenant colonel  at the beginning of the Civil War. Promoted to colonel, he led  the 2d Massachusetts Regiment in the Shenandoah Valley  and was in command of the rear guard during the retreat at  Cedar Mountain. He served under General John Pope and  fought at Antietam, was cited for bravery, and promoted to  brigadier general. He later commanded a brigade while with  General N. P. Banks and for more than eighteen months commanded the Corps d’Afrique. On March 26, 1865, he was  brevetted major general of volunteers for distinguished service at Mobile, Alabama. After the war he served as U.S.  marshal for Massachusetts and later accepted a teaching position at West Point.
Andrews, John
Governor of Massachusetts from 1861 to 1866, this Boston  lawyer was a firm abolitionist and was strongly dedicated to  recruiting black regiments for the Union. Andrews established  the 5th Massachusetts (Colored) Cavalry and the 54th Massachusetts (Colored) and 55th Massachusetts (Colored) Infantry regiments. (See: Black Enlistment, Union.)
Anesthetics
Although great strides in development of painkillers and  anesthesia were just over the horizon, it was still a primitive  area of science during the Civil War, and soldiers often experienced incredible agony while being treated for injuries. Patients facing major surgery were lucky if they were in a field  hospital or a medical facility in some nearby city where they  could be put to sleep with chloroform, ether, or nitrous oxide.  If they were at an aid station or battlefield hospital just behind the lines, they most often had to be satisfied with a stiff  shot of whiskey or were told to bite down on a bullet or piece  of cloth while the surgeon went about his grisly work with  knife and saw. (See: Amputation; and Minié Ball.)
Angel of Fredericksburg
Nearly 6,300 Union soldiers had fallen at Fredericksburg in  a disastrous frontal attack that was shattered by a surprisingly strong force of well-dug-in Confederates when help for  wounded and dying came from an unexpected source. Richard  R. Kirkland, a 19-year-old sergeant from South Carolina, was  so touched by the pitiful cries of the injured men throughout  the long December night that just after dawn the next morning he could stand it no longer. “Sir, I’d like to take those  boys water,” he told his commander. The commander’s reply  was blunt and to the point: “Son, you’re a dang fool.” But  Kirkland got the permission he needed, and in minutes he  was gathering up canteens. Moments later he leaped over the  entrenchments, disregarding a hail of gunfire from startled  Federals, and raced to the nearest wounded soldier. As the  young Rebel leaned over and raised the canteen to the moaning Yankee’s lips, the Union commander raised his arm and  shouted to his troops, “Don’t shoot that man. He’s too brave  to die!” Kirkland moved from one dying soldier to another,  giving them water, whispering words of comfort, and covering one man with his own overcoat. When he had finally  helped all those he could and turned to go back to his own  lines, soldiers on both sides cheered. The Angel of Fredericksburg was killed less than a year later at the Battle of  Chickamauga. (See: Fredericksburg, Battle of.)
Angel of the Battlefield
 See: Barton, Clara Harlowe.

Antiaircraft Fire
The first antiaircraft fire in military history was directed at  observation balloons when Confederate major E. P. Alexander elevated his artillery to fire at the airborne enemy during  the Civil War. Both sides were known to camouflage their  batteries and wait for balloons to drift nearby, then open up  with artillery. Tom Rosser’s battery of New Orleans’s Washington artillery reportedly shot down one of General McClellan’s balloons, but most Civil War historians say there is no   record to back up the claim. There is no firm evidence that  balloons were shot out of the sky by either side or that any  daredevil aeronaut was killed by enemy fire. (See: Balloons,  Hot Air.)
Antietam, Battle of
Robert E. Lee’s first attempt to invade the North and capture  the capital of Pennsylvania at Harrisburg ended on September 17, 1862, in the bloody Battle of Antietam. By a crippling  stroke of bad luck, a copy of Lee’s plans to split his forces  and protect his supply lines through the Shenandoah Valley  by sending Stonewall Jackson to take Harpers Ferry before  rejoining the rest of the army for the march through Maryland into Pennsylvania fell into Union hands. The monumental blunder presented Union commander General George B.  McClellan with a golden opportunity to win the war in   24 hours, but typically he frittered away his chances. McClellan waited until the next day to order his 90,000-man  army to move against the Confederates, and by that time   J. E. B. “Jeb” Stuart had notified Lee about the lost orders. Lee  quickly assembled 19,000 men from General James Longstreet’s division along the banks of Antietam Creek at the  town of Sharpsburg. Major General Stonewall Jackson, who  had just taken Harpers Ferry from a strong Union garrison,  joined Lee with another 22,000 battle-hardened veterans. By  the time the attack was finally launched, Confederate forces  had more than doubled to 41,000 men. Jackson’s men, including a division of Texans under General John B. Hood,  met the initial charge with 8,700 men of General Joseph  Hooker’s Army I Corps in a cornfield, badly bloodying the  Union troops. As fighting spread across the battlefield, first  one side, then the other took the advantage, but the Confederate forces were gradually being drained by the overwhelming numbers of Union troops. By midafternoon a Union  corps led by General Ambrose E. Burnside capped a costly  daylong struggle by forcing its way across a bridge over  Antietam Creek, pushing the Rebels back to a road leading  to one of the shallowest areas of the Potomac River. The Federals appeared to have yet another opportunity to destroy  Lee’s army, this time by shutting off the only escape route  across the river. But the opportunity was lost at the last moment by the timely arrival on Burnside’s flank of General  Ambrose P. Hill with a division that Jackson had left to guard  Federal prisoners at Harpers Ferry. The fresh Confederate  force saved the day by driving Burnside’s exhausted troops  back to the bridge. McClellan still had a tremendous advantage in men and equipment and at the end of the day lost yet  one last chance to crush Lee with a final assault and put an  end to the Southerner’s march on the North. Typical of his reluctance to pursue and destroy retreating enemy forces, the  Union general failed to follow through. At the conclusion of  the bloody daylong battle, the Union had 12,350 casualties;  the Confederates, 13,700. Although basically a draw from a  purely military standpoint, the battle had halted Lee’s first  Northern invasion and stifled Southern hopes of attracting  European intervention to put a stop to the war and guarantee  independence for the Confederacy.
Appalachians
This mighty mountain chain was the natural barrier that   divided North America into two theaters of war, the East and  West.
Appomattox Court House
If the condition of the uniforms of the two military commanders who met at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865,  told the story of winner and loser, General Lee would have  been the victor and General Grant would have been humbled  in defeat. Lee wore a clean, neatly pressed uniform set off  with his dress sword and a brilliant scarlet sash. Grant wore  the mud-smeared blouse of a Yankee private with the sewn-on stars of a general. But it was Lee who was surrendering  his tattered and beaten Army of Northern Virginia to the  Union commander in chief. The Yankee victor, who earned   a reputation earlier in the war as “Unconditional Surrender  Grant,” was surprisingly considerate. He proposed that Lee   order his men to surrender their arms and military supplies,  while officers would be permitted to keep their swords and  horses. When Lee asked that enlisted men be permitted to  keep any horses they owned so they could be used for plowing and other civilian chores, Grant readily agreed. He also  ordered that food rations be immediately distributed to the  hungry Southerners, and told his own soldiers to cease firing  their weapons to celebrate the surrender. Grant explained:  “The rebels are our countrymen again.” (See: McLean, Wilmer; and Unconditional Surrender Grant.)
Appomattox Station, Battle of
Time was rapidly running out for General Lee’s tattered Army  of Northern Virginia and the Confederacy when Union cavalry captured four trains filled with supplies for the hungry  Rebel troops on the evening of April 8, 1865. After a brief  skirmish nearby, the Yankees also captured 25 Confederate  cannon and part of a wagon train.
Archer, Brigadier General James Jay, CS
After volunteering for the Mexican War, Archer was cited for  gallantry at Chapoultepec and joined the regular army in  1855 with the rank of captain in the 9th Infantry. Resigning  his commission at the outbreak of the Civil War, Archer was  named a colonel of the 5th Texas. As part of a mixed brigade  of Texans and Georgians under General John Bell Hood,  Archer and the 5th Texas fought in the Peninsular Campaign.  On June 3, 1862, after seeing action at Etham’s Landing and  Seven Pines, Archer was promoted to brigadier general. He  was placed in command of three regiments, and in 1862 his  brigade combined with five others to form the Light Division  led by Major General Ambrose P. Hill. Archer led his brigade  in the Seven Days Campaign, at Cedar Mountain, and at Second Bull Run. By September 1862 he was being troubled by  ill health, and when the Light Division arrived at Antietam  he was too sick to ride. So he directed his brigade from an  ambulance while they broke through the Union flank and recaptured a Rebel battery. Three days later Archer teamed up  with Brigadier General William D. Pender to defeat Union  pursuers, bringing an end to the Antietam Campaign. Still  ailing, Archer led his troops to victories at Fredericksburg  and at Chancellorsville. He and most of his troops were part  of a new division led by Major General Henry Heth when  Archer was captured and became the first general officer  taken prisoner since General Lee became the army’s commander in chief. Archer was exchanged in mid-1864 after  imprisonment at Johnson’s Island in Lake Erie and briefly  commanded two brigades. But his health continued to deteriorate, especially during imprisonment, and he died in Richmond on October 24, 1864. (See: Horses and Mules; and  Maloney, Private Patrick, U.S.)
Arlington National Cemetery
After Robert E. Lee resigned his U.S. Army commission to  fight for the Confederacy, his ancestral home just across the  Potomac River from Washington, D.C., was seized by the  Union Army. The U.S. government justified the seizure by  citing a law that required owners to show up in person to pay  their property tax. Lee owed $92.02. His mansion was used  as a headquarters for the supervision of Washington’s defense, and in the spring of 1864 the expansive landholdings  were chosen by Quartermaster General Montgomery Meigs  as the location for a new national military cemetery. (See:  Meigs, General Montgomery C., U.S.)
Armistead, Brigadier General 
Lewis Addison, CS

The son of a U.S. Army officer, Armistead was kicked out of  West Point after breaking a plate over the head of fellow  cadet Jubal A. Early. Despite that setback, the feisty North  Carolinian was commissioned as a lieutenant in the 6th U.S.  Infantry and brevetted three times for bravery during the  Seminole Wars. He was a widower in 1861 when he accepted  a commission in the Confederate Army, and eventually, after  his promotion to colonel, his only son served as his aide.   Armistead was promoted to brigadier general on April 1,  1862, and fought gallantly at Seven Pines and in the Seven  Days Battles before participating in the Battle of Gettysburg.  With a yell of, “Boys, give them cold steel,” Armistead led  150 men over Union breastworks during Pickett’s Charge,  and he temporarily broke through a line of Pennsylvanians  under Brigadier General Alexander Webb. As the battle  raged along the line, Armistead was killed leading his men in  a headlong charge into the muzzles of a Union battery. (See:  Early, Lieutenant General Jubal Anderson, CS; Malvern  Hill, Battle of; and Pickett’s Charge.)
Armstrong, Brigadier General Frank, CS
Before becoming a Confederate general, Armstrong led Federal cavalry troops as a captain at First Bull Run.
Army of Northern Virginia
When Robert E. Lee relieved the critically wounded General  Joseph E. Johnston as commander of Confederate forces on  May 31, 1862, he inherited an army that had been hastily  cobbled together with bits and pieces from here and there.  Lee consolidated the command, stepped up training, and  named his new fighting force the Army of Northern Virginia.  (See: Lee, General Robert E., CS.)
Army of Ohio
This army was renamed the Army of the Cumberland when  Union major general Ambrose E. Burnside assumed command. (See: Burnside, Major General Ambrose Everett, U.S.)
Army Pay
Both the North and the South were in the grip of economic  recessions when the war began, and army pay, as meager as  it was, helped attract some jobless recruits on both sides. At  the beginning of the war, Union privates marched and fought  for a mere $13 a month. Rebel privates were recruited for  $11 a month.
Army of the Potomac
After the demoralizing Union defeat at First Bull Run, President Lincoln named Major General George B. McClellan to  command the forces protecting the capital. Called the young  Napoleon by a fawning press, McClellan whipped the dispirited Billy Yanks into shape and named the 130,000-man  fighting force the Army of the Potomac. In four years of  fighting, the Army of the Potomac suffered the highest casualty rate of any Union troops. (See: McClellan, Major General  George Brinton, U.S.)
Army of Tennessee, Confederate
Formed on November 20, 1862, by merging General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Mississippi with General Edmund  Kirby Smith’s Army of Kentucky, the Army of Tennessee  was the Confederacy’s principal army in the Western Theater. After undergoing various reorganizations under different leaders, the army was being led by General Joseph E.  Johnston for the second time and fighting in North Carolina  when hostilities were formally ended on April 18, 1865.
Army of the Tennessee, Union
The Union’s Army of the Tennessee was named after the Tennessee River, not the state. Thus the word the differentiates it  from the Confederate Army of Tennessee, which was named  after the state.
Army of the Valley
Short on troops to defend Richmond, General Robert E. Lee  detached Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s 2d Corps from  the Army of Northern Virginia in 1864 and renamed it the  Army of the Valley. Then Lee ordered Early to use his forces  to keep the Yankees in the Shenandoah Valley off balance,  throw an invasion scare into Washington, and gather up supplies from the enemy and the countryside to send to the  Army of Northern Virginia in Petersburg. (See: Early, Lieutenant General Jubal Anderson, CS.)
Army of West Virginia
Famous Indian fighter George Crook commanded the Army  of West Virginia and used many of the unconventional warfare techniques he learned on the frontier in his war against  the Confederates. (See: Blazer’s Scouts; and Crook, Major  General George, U.S.)
Ashby, Brigadier General Turner, CS
After John Brown’s ill-fated raid on Harpers Ferry, Ashby  raised a company of volunteer cavalry in his native Virginia  to patrol the Potomac River and guard against future attacks.  But when his state seceded from the Union, the hardworking  farmer became a partisan raider for the Confederacy and  once disguised himself, then sneaked into Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania, to gather information about enemy forces. A  few weeks into the war, he was commissioned as a captain  and he and his volunteers became part of the Confederate  Army’s 7th Virginia Cavalry Regiment. Quickly promoted to  colonel, Ashby was known as an easygoing leader and was  well liked and respected by his men. But he turned into a  vengeful Yankee hater after his brother, Captain Richard  Ashby, was killed in a clash with a Union patrol. In the spring  of 1862 Ashby was named by Stonewall Jackson to the command of all Confederate cavalry in the Shenandoah Valley  and was promoted to brigadier general. On June 6, 1862,  Ashby was covering a Confederate retreat up the valley when  he repulsed an attack and set up an ambush that led to the  capture of Union general Sir Percy Wyndham. Ashby was  later preparing another ambush when he encountered pursuing Yankee troops and his horse was shot from under him.  Ashby scrambled to his feet and was urging his men forward  when he was shot in the chest and killed. (See: Wyndham,  General Sir Percy, U.S.)
Athens, Rape of
Citizens of Athens, Alabama, had the misfortune of crossing  a Union colonel known as “the Mad Russian” when they   aided partisan guerrillas conducting raids against Don Carlos Buell’s Army of the Ohio. Colonel Ivan Turchin was so  outraged after learning that civilians forbade blacks to rescue a Union soldier who was roasted alive when he was  trapped between the tender and engine of a blown-up train  that he told his troops: “I shut my eyes for one hour.” On   May 3, 1862, three regiments of vengeful Billy Yanks plundered the town, raping women, stealing silverware and jewelry, and setting fires. Turchin was court-martialed and  sacked from the army for encouraging the atrocity and for  taking his wife along with him to battle. (See: Turchin,  Brigadier General Ivan, U.S.; and Turchin, Madam.)
Atlanta, Battle of
After months of bombardment by Union artillery, Atlanta  was a wasteland. Civilian residents had gone underground  when Sherman sent six corps to make a wide swing around to  the south to cut off the last two rail lines into Atlanta and attack the city’s vulnerable underbelly. On August 28, after the  Federals moved on the Montgomery & Atlanta Railroad,  Confederate lieutenant general John Bell Hood ordered an  attack on the Union flank at nearby Jonesboro. It was the defenders’ last gasp, and after losing a fierce battle Hood ordered his troops out of Atlanta on September 2. The last to  leave was the cavalry, which had been given the task of destroying ammunition dumps and a huge rolling mill. The  devastated city shook with fire and smoke when seven locomotives and 18 boxcars of ordinance exploded, while the cavalry rode down McDonough Road to rejoin other survivors  of Hood’s defeated army. The Federals marched into Atlanta  the next day. Mayor Calhoun met the Yankees with a white  flag and formally surrendered the city to Major General  Henry Slocum. (See: Atlanta, Siege of; Hood, Lieutenant  General John Bell, CS; McPherson, General James Birdseye,  U.S.; and Sherman, Major General William Tecumseh, U.S.)
Atlanta, Siege of
General William Tecumseh Sherman’s capture of Atlanta on  September 3, 1864, demoralized the shattered South, strengthened the Union’s fighting spirit, and practically guaranteed  the reelection of President Lincoln. It also deprived the Confederacy of a vital manufacturing, transportation, and communication center deep within its own territory. The Union  was fielding a formidable, well-equipped, and veteran army  of 100,000 men, with each man firmly committed to Sherman’s infamous scorched earth policy of destroying anything  and everything that could possibly be used by the South to  continue the war. On the other side, the able Confederate  general Joseph E. Johnston’s 62,000-man Army of Tennessee  had neither the manpower nor the supplies and equipment to  seek a head-to-head confrontation with Sherman. So Johnston devised a strategy of delay, aimed at holding back the  enemy until after the November elections. If all went well, he  reasoned, a Lincoln defeat might usher a new president on-stage who was willing to talk peace and help negotiate an  end to the devastating war. Beginning in early May, Sherman  kept Johnston’s forces on the run. The Army of Tennessee  was forced to fall back from Rocky Face Ridge and Snake  Creek Gap around Chattanooga, then was kept on the move  after the Battle of Resaca, until Johnston finally formed  strong defensive positions at Kennesaw Mountain, a short  march from Atlanta. Johnston’s forces were firmly dug along  the steep, rocky slopes on June 27, when Union troops  launched a frontal assault and were massacred by Rebel rifle  and cannon fire. Sherman suffered 2,000 casualties and the  Southerners just 500, but the Union was capable of absorbing such huge losses. The South’s manpower reservoir was  depleted, and Confederate casualties couldn’t be replaced.  Sherman determinedly forced Johnston’s battle-weary defenders to continue falling back until they were only seven miles  from Atlanta. Then Johnston withdrew even farther south to  the Chattahoochee River and ordered his tired army to dig in.  Alarmed by the cautious defensive battles being waged by  Johnston, Confederate Jefferson F. Davis had him relieved   by the far less able General John B. Hood. Hood was unpopular with his troops, but he was aggressive and ordered an attack at Peachtree Creek that cost 2,500 casualties. On July 20,  Hood shifted his attack east against forces led by General  James B. McPherson and lost another 4,800 irreplaceable  men. The Confederate Army of Tennessee was forced to retreat into the city. Two days later the Confederates lost another 8,500 men in the Battle of Atlanta. Sherman followed  up the battle, sending Major General Oliver Howard along  the western edge of Atlanta with orders to sever communication and transportation lines, leading to the Battle of Ezra  Church, which cost the Confederates yet another 2,500 casualties. With the Army of Tennessee whittled down to fewer  than 45,000 combat-able men, Hood ordered the survivors to  dig in behind the city’s defensive lines and wait for the  enemy attack. Sherman didn’t take the bait by risking a frontal  assault and instead laid siege to the city. For more than a  month, Atlanta and its vital supply lines were bombarded by  Union heavy artillery. Largely due to the valiant efforts of  Confederate cavalry commander Joseph Wheeler, sufficient  supply lines to keep the army lightly fed and equipped were  kept in operation until August 28. On that date, Sherman  ordered an attack on the Montgomery & Atlanta Railroad  south of the city, and Hood responded with an attack on the  Union flank at nearby Jonesboro. The exhausted Rebels lost  the battle, and with their last remaining defenses shattered,  they pulled out of Atlanta on September 2. Sherman’s victorious troops rode and marched into the devastated city the  following day. (See: Army of Tennessee, Confederate; Atlanta, Battle of; Ezra Church, Battle of; Hood, Lieutenant General John Bell, CS; Howard, Major General Oliver Otis, U.S.;  Johnston, General Joseph Eggleston, CS; Kennesaw Mountain, Battle of; McPherson, General James Birdseye, U.S.; and  Sherman, Major General William Tecumseh, U.S.)
Ayres, Major General Romeyn Beck, U.S.
A New York native and West Point graduate, Ayres was on  garrison duty in Mexico before beginning his Civil War service as a captain in the 5th Artillery. He fought at First Bull  Run and Antietam, and after promotion to brigadier general  saw action at Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg,  the Wilderness, Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor, and Petersburg  before being promoted to major general and ending his Civil  War service at Appomattox.
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Babcock, Lieutenant Colonel Orville, U.S.
A Vermont native and West Point graduate, Babcock helped  construct defenses around Washington shortly after the beginning of the war, then was promoted to lieutenant colonel  and fought at Vicksburg. In January 1864 he became aide-de-camp to General Ulysses S. Grant. After the war, then  President Grant appointed Babcock as his personal secretary.  When Babcock became involved in a scandal over skimmed  whiskey taxes, Grant helped win an acquittal by testifying  for him in court.
Bailey, Major General Joseph, U.S.
More than 40 Federal gunboats and transports were saved at  the close of the disastrous Red River Campaign by Lieutenant Colonel Bailey’s ingenious construction of a series of  wing dams that enabled them to cross the rapids near Alexandria, Louisiana. The flotilla was retreating after Union ground  forces were chewed up at the Battle of Mansfield, but the  water level had dropped so low it was impossible for the boats  to make the crossing. Ignoring bad advice from colleagues,  the army engineer constructed dams on each side of the river,  narrowing the channel to 66 feet and increasing the depth   of the water level sufficiently for the flotilla to navigate the  rapids. The Ohio native was commissioned as a captain in  the Union Army in early 1861 and posted with his regiment  to New Orleans. In December 1862, following the city’s capture by Union forces, he was appointed acting engineer for  New Orleans’s defenses. After promotion to major, he joined   General N. P. Banks’s Red River Campaign. Bailey was promoted to brigadier general in 1864 in recognition of his   accomplishment at Alexandria, and on March 13, 1865, was  brevetted to major general of volunteers. (See: Mansfield,  Battle of; and Red River Campaign.)
Baker, Brigadier General Alpheus, CS
A native South Carolinian, Baker taught school and studied  law before moving to Alabama. At the outbreak of war, he  served as a captain with the Eufaula Rifles, then moved to  the 1st Alabama Infantry, served briefly at Pensacola, Florida,  and late in 1861 moved on to Tennessee. After election as  colonel of a mixed regiment of Alabama, Mississippi, and  Tennessee troops, he fought in the Battle of New Madrid and  was taken prisoner in 1862. After exchange, he became colonel  of the 54th Alabama, which he led at the Battle of Vicksburg.  In 1863, he was seriously wounded at Champion’s Hill but  recovered and assumed command of an Alabama brigade.  Baker was promoted to brigadier general on March 5, 1864,  and fought in the Atlanta Campaign, until he was wounded  again at the Battle of Ezra Church. After recovery, Baker was  reassigned to the Department of the Gulf and his brigade  fought in the Carolinas Campaign until the entire unit was  captured at Bentonville, North Carolina.
Baker, Colonel Edward D., U.S.
A better politician than a soldier, Baker’s inexperience in  military matters cost him his life and helped lead to a humiliating Union defeat at Ball’s Bluff. Baker was a U.S. senator  from Oregon as well as a close friend of President Lincoln  and newcomer to military command when he was put in  charge of 1,700 men sent to test Confederate strength on top  of the rocky outcrop over the Potomac River. Baker could  have been a general, because his presidential pal offered to  make the appointment, but he turned down the rank because  he worried that it would interfere with his Senate duties. The  clash at Ball’s Bluff had barely been joined when Baker rejected the advice of a West Pointer to occupy some high   ground, only to see Rebels stream into the breach a few minutes later and begin directing withering fire on the Yankees.  Baker may have been a military neophyte, but he was no  coward and he was boldly standing in no-man’s-land between two skirmish lines urging on his men when a red-haired Rebel suddenly loomed in front of him and emptied a  revolver into his head. Bluecoats fought hand-to-hand to  repel a Confederate charge and recover their fallen leader’s  body. (See: Ball’s Bluff, Battle of.)
Baker, Lafayette C.
Provost marshal of his own counterintelligence corps, Baker  got the job by learning and working from the ground up. At  the beginning of the war he convinced the Union’s general in  chief, Winfield Scott, that he had what it took to be a spy and  traveled to Richmond posing as an itinerant photographer,  carrying a broken camera and with no pictures to show. He  was twice arrested by Union pickets and had to appeal to  General Scott to obtain his release before he finally made it  through Confederate lines, where he was again arrested. After  being passed up the chain of command to Jefferson Davis,  Baker was allowed to move around on his own. When Confederate authorities in Fredericksburg again accused him of  spying, he fled back to the North, where he was rewarded   for his information and performance by being put in charge  of his own Secret Service agency. Baker became involved in  so much political and other intrigue after the war that his  agency was eventually disbanded and the country did without a counterespionage operation until 1917, when the Secret Service was revived under a new director.
Baldwin, Brigadier General 
William Edwin, CS

A bookstore owner in Columbus, Mississippi, and member  of the local militia, Baldwin joined the Confederate Army  and was commissioned as a colonel of the 17th Mississippi  Infantry. After brief duty at Pensacola, Florida, he was ordered to East Tennessee, then to Central Kentucky. He fought   at Fort Donelson, where he was taken prisoner. After exchange,  he was promoted to brigadier general and placed in command of a brigade of Mississippi and Tennessee regiments   in the Confederate Army of West Tennessee. He was commended for gallantry at Coffeeville, Mississippi, and fought  at Fort Gibson and Champion’s Hill and in the Vicksburg  Campaign. Baldwin was captured and paroled again, then  assigned to the District of Mobile. He was killed in a freak  accident on February 19, 1864, near Dog River Factory, Alabama, when a broken stirrup caused him to fall from his  horse.
Balloons, Hot Air
Observation balloons used to spy on troop movements and  obtain other intelligence were a Civil War innovation that  played a major role in turning the tide in the Union’s favor at  the Battle of Fredericksburg. Professor Thadeus Lowe, Chief  Aeronaut, Balloon Corps, Union Army, led a small contingent of daring balloonists, and his fleet eventually grew to  seven balloons. The balloonists once used another new battlefield innovation, the telegraph, to direct artillery fire on Rebel  positions. Curiously, the Union abandoned the Balloon Corps  after the Battle of Chancellorsville. The Confederacy also  experimented with aerial observation, and the Silk Dress  Balloon was the most famous lighter-than-air craft in its  fleet. The name was coined from silk dresses donated by  Southern women to construct the balloon. It was captured by  the Yankees in 1862. (See: Antiaircraft Fire; and Intrepid.)
Ballou, Major Sullivan, U.S.
A strong opponent of slavery, Ballou joined the 2d Rhode Island Volunteer Infantry in July 1861, and the regiment became part of Major General Irvin McDowell’s campaign to  take the Confederate capital of Richmond. On July 21, 1861,  only one week into the campaign, Major Ballou was killed  when he was struck by a cannonball at the First Battle of Bull  Run. Nearly a century and a half later he became famous  when a poignant letter he wrote to his wife, Sarah, only one   week before his death was featured in a public
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