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For many years, this personal project was not being written to be made public.  It was done because so many arrangements that have been available over the past 65 years or so have been rather poor, and I needed better ones to use in performances (in various Canadian cities).  As of ten years ago, although I was retired, it seemed that every year I was being asked to perform as guest organist at Christmas and sometimes at Easter.  This was actually somewhat unusual because my number one field of expertise is Music Theory and Arranging, number two is piano, and number three is organ.  However, I have been playing piano since 1960 and organ since 1970 (on and off), so I suppose that all those years of experience added up.

For all this time, I have been leading a “double life” – one in English and one in Polish.  My Polish heritage is very deeply rooted, not just in music but also in language, cuisine, culture, tradition, customs, etc. As a result, as soon as I started playing English carols (as a young child), I started playing Polish ones as well.  Over time, I was playing every English and Polish Christmas Carol and Easter hymn that I could get my hands on.  And more, because for many of them, the scores are not available anywhere, so I had to learn them by ear from recordings.  You can do that if you listen. Listen 50 times, or even 100 times if you have to, until you capture it in your head and get it down on paper. 

There are English carols that are not North American, but British.  There are French carols that are actually French-Canadian.  The one that “takes the cake” is ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime, which is also known as the Huron Carol.  It was written in Canada by a French missionary, Fr. Jean de Brebeuf, for the Hurons, a Canadian Indian tribe.

An interesting thing happens (over time) when one is repeatedly playing music that originated in two or three different languages.  It leads one to curiosity and interest in compositions of other nationalities.  Over the last ten years, this is exactly what happened.  I started adding carols that are Czechoslovakian, French, German, Italian, and Spanish, and Latin, the oldest of them all.  This is how my Christmas Carol repertoire grew to 75, plus 25 Easter Hymns.  Actually, there are more, but the rest are not included.  All the carols in this book may be played in churches.  Christmas Carols should be about Christmas, should they not?  And what do chestnuts roasting, or reindeer flying, or Frosty waving, or walking in winter have to do with the birth of Christ? Not a thing. The same applies to the Easter Bunny and the Resurrection of Jesus. Yes, I play those also, but only at home or at parties, and purely for entertainment.  (I have even written some humorous, original texts to some of them, such as Have Yourself a Merry Little Pizza and I’m Dreaming of a White Kitchen and Walking in the Winter Underwear).    

None of those appear on the list of the “Top 75” This list was compiled based on the criterion of high musical/compositional quality and content.  Accordingly, the “Top 10 of the top 75” are the ones written by major composers:

	Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming by Praetorius

	O Holy Night by Adam

	Hark! The Herald Angels Sing by Mendelssohn

	Joy to the World by Handel

	What Child is This? = Greensleeves, an air from Elizabethan England

	He Shall Feed His Flock by Handel

	O Come, All Ye Faithful = Adeste, Fideles 

	Break forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light = Brish Un, Du Schones Morgenlight, harmonized by J.S. Bach

	Gesu Bambino by Yon

	Silent night by Gruber


For performances, depending on who the audience members are, I alternate between English, Polish, and Foreign, and between piano and organ pieces.  In all cases, I alternate between slow and fast and between loud and soft.  Approximately three minutes per carol is a good length, so I play the number of verses that fit into about three minutes.  One minute is definitely too short, because somebody could doze off and miss the whole thing.  On the other hand, people do not want to hear eight verses of one carol. My favorite method is to use a different manual or registration or piston or pre-set for each verse.  Registrations vary according to the organist’s good taste, and of course depending on which stops are available on which organ.  For example, the sound of a Regal stop (or that of any harsh, nasal-sounding stop) is rather unattractive to some people, and indeed, if used for most carols, it would sound ridiculous, but for the first eight measures of No. 73, the Spanish carol, Campana Sobre Campana, it sounds just right (to me).  Leave yourself plenty of rehearsal time, so that you can play “hit and miss” and “trial and error,” because doing this
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