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"Beyond the Throne III: A Story of Gathering Shadows" is Book Three of the "Beyond the Throne: Secrets and Scandals Exposed", a religious historical, thought-provoking fiction book series. 

Readers will also notice that "Beyond the Throne" is not merely a work of fiction; it is a carefully researched exploration of the historical context of the biblical world.
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As shadows lengthen over Israel's throne, Caleb and Eliyanah delve into the volatile roots of Absalom’s rebellion against his father, King David. With minds sharp and spirits aligned, the couple sifts through layers of political unrest and personal betrayals, suspecting not only pride and vengeance, but also hidden forces shaping the conflict from the shadows. Their investigation soon turns to Ahithophel—once David’s trusted advisor, now Absalom’s chief strategist—whose betrayal may hold the key to the unfolding strife.

Meanwhile, Jackal, their fellow operative, uncovers a mysterious poem inscribed on ancient vellum. Its cryptic verses speak of betrayal, injustice, and a shift in divine favor—echoes of David's rise and the scars left by Saul’s reign. Jackal's research leads him deep into the troubled past between David and the sons of Zeruah, Joab and Abishai, while the Gibeonites’ long-standing grievances resurface, hinting at secrets buried even deeper than bloodlines.

Posing as a former associate, Caleb gains access to Ahithophel’s household, where he meets the enigmatic widows left behind. Through subtle inquiry and clever deception, he extracts crucial information about Ahithophel’s resentment—rooted in David's sins against Bathsheba and Uriah, his granddaughter and her husband. A cache of parchments, discreetly acquired, may hold explosive truths.

As the trio of operatives follow diverging threads—Ahithophel’s motives, Absalom’s vendetta, and David’s murky lineage—they’re drawn deeper into a labyrinth of political schemes and generational wounds. Yet even as secrets unfold, personal milestones interrupt their quest. Caleb and Eliyanah marry in a celebration rich in tradition and symbolism, binding their destinies in love and shared purpose.

Their bond only deepens their resolve. With domestic life newly established, they return to the field—Caleb probing the shadows of the military elite, and Eliyanah navigating palace intrigue with a mix of charm and calculated intent. Disguises are donned, courtyards crossed, and secret archives breached as they edge closer to truths that could upend the official narrative of David’s reign.

But trust is a fragile currency. As revelations multiply, so do the secrets they keep from each other. Eliyanah discovers hidden scrolls on Solomon’s birth, while Caleb retrieves damning evidence from General Benaiah’s quarters. Each holds back, torn between loyalty and caution, even as the stakes rise.

With each mission, the truth sharpens into focus: Absalom's rage is not merely about Tamar, nor is Ahithophel’s betrayal simply personal. Beneath it all lies a tangled legacy—of lust and loyalty, inheritance and injustice, and a kingdom built on a fragile foundation of forgotten sins.

Now, with the palace growing suspicious and time running short, Caleb, Eliyanah, and Jackal must navigate shifting alliances and dangerous truths. What they uncover next may not only change history—it may determine who is worthy to rule, and who must fall.

CHAPTER one

The Secret Assignments of Special Operatives

The three special operatives sat, eagerly anticipating their assignments. Tateguru, the Head of Operations, addressed them with well wishes before disclosing each member's task along with its respective conditions, rules, and regulations.

Tateguru commenced by imbuing them with words to conquer their fears.

"In other nations and kingdoms, ancient and current, the task of investigating the king's family is distinct in different cultures, often entrusted to esteemed officials or officers. In Egypt, the responsibility falls upon the vizier and chief treasurer, while in Mesopotamia, trusted governors or military commanders fulfill similar duties. In dynastic Zhongyuan, eunuchs and high-ranking palace officials are tasked with overseeing the emperor's family. While the precise methods and authority of these investigations vary across contexts, their primary objective remains consistent - to ensure the stability and integrity of the governing system and to provide the ruler with pertinent information regarding potential threats or wrongdoing within the royal family."

"In contradiction to such practices, Israel emerged as a unique nation, founded directly by the LORD himself, who eventually granted the people a human king when the time was right. Saul, the inaugural king, was selected at the people's urging, whereas David was anointed by God as the rightful successor.  Investigating this royal family was akin to investigating God himself. However, recent events have proven that even Israel is not impervious to acts of espionage and terrorism. Thus, it has become paramount for the intelligence team to conduct thorough investigations into all individuals, including those associated with the royal household, in order to prevent incidents like the rebellion led by Absalom."

Caleb the dog, now a skilled operative known for his ability to blend seamlessly into any situation, listened intently as Tateguru outlined his mission. Tasked with a peculiar assignment, Caleb nodded as Tateguru continued.

"Caleb, I need you and your assistants to investigate why Absalom held such animosity towards his father," Tateguru began, his voice filled with a mix of intrigue and concern. "Your task is to dig deep into their relationship, uncover any hidden secrets, and generate hypotheses or ideas that could explain this deep-rooted bitterness."

"Number 2: Uncover clandestine information surrounding King David. These secrets are believed to strain family relations and compromise the kingdom's sovereignty."

"And three: Investigate the recurring disagreements between David and the sons of Zeruah, Joab, and Abishai."

Caleb, the head operative, nodded, understanding the gravity of the task at hand. Thorough research was expected, as Tateguru emphasized the need for a comprehensive understanding of the issue. The organization had always valued creativity and individuality, allowing operatives the freedom to approach their assignments in their own unique way. However, caution was key, as getting caught would mean no assistance or intervention from the organization.

Jackel of Samson, an operative with a knack for unraveling complex mysteries, prepared to embark on this mission. Across the room, Eliyanah, a highly skilled Woman Spy, received the assignment with utmost attention.

With their assignments clarified, the three special operatives had three months to immerse themselves in their investigations. Tateguru told them they were to sign an agreement to undertake the project, for this one was not an ordinary assignment, and it was the first time ever to embark on this high-profile endeavor.

As the meeting drew to a close, Tateguru fixed his gaze on each operative, emphasizing the gravity of their roles in this intricate web of family matters. "You hold the key to uncovering the deepest truths in these relationships," he declared. "Your diligence, resourcefulness, and utmost caution will be the guiding factors in unraveling these mysteries."

The operatives nodded, understanding the immense responsibility they held. Tateguru's final words hung heavily in the air, a reminder of the importance of professionalism and commitment. Ensuring a balance between their obligations and effectively managing time would be crucial in fulfilling their assigned responsibilities.

Confidentiality and discretion were not mere suggestions but paramount requirements. The operatives were entrusted with highly sensitive information, and any careless handling or breach of trust could have far-reaching consequences. Not only would the mission be compromised, but their very lives would hang in the balance. 
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CONFIDENTIAL AGREEMENT

This Agreement (hereinafter referred to as the "Agreement") is made on 12 Iyyar 2851, between the Head of Operations in the Royal Military Intelligence Department (hereinafter referred to as the "Head of Operations"), and the Chief Operative Caleb (hereinafter referred to as the "Chief Operative").

WHEREAS, the Head of Operations desires to assign the Chief Operative with the task of investigating the royal family, and

WHEREAS, the Chief Operative, together with his colleagues Eliyanah and Jackal of Samson, has expressed willingness to undertake the investigation within a timeframe of 3 months, and

WHEREAS, the Supervisor Tateguru will be responsible for overseeing the progress and providing guidance during the investigation;

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows:

1. PURPOSE OF INVESTIGATION: The Chief Operative is assigned the task to investigate the following aspects:

a. To uncover the reasons behind Absalom's animosity towards his father, King David. The investigation should focus on their relationship, seeking hidden secrets, and generating hypotheses or ideas that could explain this deep-rooted bitterness.

b. To investigate recurring disagreements between King David and the sons of Zeruah, specifically Joab and Abishai, and report on any underlying factors causing these conflicts.

c. To uncover and analyze any clandestine information surrounding King David, including secrets that are believed to be straining family relations and compromising the kingdom's sovereignty.

2. OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES: The investigation shall be conducted with utmost caution and secrecy. The Chief Operative and colleagues shall not compromise their identities, maintain covert communication channels, and ensure that their activities remain undetectable.

3. TIMELINE: The investigation shall be carried out within a timeframe of three (3) months from the effective date of this Agreement.

4. SUPERVISION: The Supervisor Tateguru shall provide guidance, support, and oversight throughout the
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