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INTRODUCTION

This book is an illustrated alphabet ofoutstandingwomen.  

The stories of their lives will inspire women everywhere,but particularly I hope that they will spark our kids as they grow up. My own little girl, Roni, is almost four years old now. Every day she doubts, tries, stumbles and achieves. She grows. Watching her, her friends and little girls on the street, I can’t help but think about their future. Will they only dream, or will they succeed? What will keep them back? What can we do to help them reach their full potential?

 

Girls and boys need hero es as they grow up. They play with action ﬁgures, watch movies and read books. Thereare thousands upon thousands ofbooks and movies about famous athletes, scientists, artists and explorers – but they’re almost all men. Whatever a little boy wants to pursue, he sees the paths to success.

What rolemodels do es Roni have?Girls get princesses and mermaids –sure, not necessarily the worst career choices, but there are not enough castles andbeaches for theworld’s3.5 billion women.

 

And when women do excel in ﬁelds other than princess-ing and mermaid-ing, their accomplishments get pink-washed. Florence Nightingale becomes known as a sweet nurse who holds soldiers’ hands through the night, rather than a statistician and analyst. Of all the Disney ﬁlms, Roni loves Mulanbest,a story about a girl who ran away from home, chopped oﬀ her hair, dressed as a man, joined the army, saved China from the invading Mongols, and 
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