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“Then Mordecai bade them return answer to Esther, Don't think to yourself that you shall escape in the king's house, more than all the Jews. 

For if you altogether hold your peace at this time, then will relief and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish: and who knows whether you haven't come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:13-14).
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OF THE SIXTY-SIX BOOKS in the Bible, only two are named after women: ESTHER and RUTH.

A formidable feature of ESTHER is that not once is God mentioned in this book! Yet, the Bible is supposed to be all about Him!

Does that mean that God is entirely absent in this book?

Not at all!

On the contrary, ESTHER shows us how, from “backstage”, the Almighty works wonderfully through people and circumstances! Though not explicitly mentioned, He is no less present, as we shall see.

In DANIEL, the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, had a very strange dream which not one of his astrologers and diviners could interpret. 

Daniel and his three close companions – Meshach, Shadrach and Abednego – were then in captivity in Babylon along with other Jews.

The dream was about a gigantic and bizarre statue made of various elements: gold, silver, brass, iron and clay.

Thanks to wisdom given to him by God, Daniel proposed to interpret the king’s dream, thereby saving the lives of the astrologers and diviners whom the king had threatened to put to death.

In his interpretation, Daniel told the king that the statue represented a number of kingdoms that would succeed one another in the course of time.

The statue’s head of gold, Daniel explained, represented the kingdom of Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar. Indeed, Babylon, in those days, was the richest, the strongest and the most glorious kingdom on earth. Of the seven wonders of the ancient world, one was Babylonian: the much celebrated hanging gardens!

Daniel went on to explain the king’s dream, saying that the second part of the statue was going to be a less glorious kingdom that would supplant Babylon.​[1] 

Indeed, as time passed, Babylon was conquered by Persia in alliance with Media.

Thus, the new world power became Medo-Persia.

It’s worth noting that Persia has now become Iran, the archenemy of Israel!

The other kingdoms that would follow were Greece under Alexander the Great, the Roman Empire and eventually Christ’s Earthly Kingdom that will, one day, destroy and supplant all earthly kingdoms.

For a detailed study of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and its interpretation, see my series “Revelation Revisited”.​[2]

When Persia defeated Babylon, king Cyrus the Great allowed the Jewish captives to return to their land. However, some chose to remain in Persia – among them, Esther.

Herein lies the first intervention of God!

Indeed, we may ask why would Esther want to remain in a foreign land where she was living in exile while the king, himself, had given the exilees permission to return to their homeland?

Absurd!

Or, was it God’s plan?

As the story unfolds, we shall see more clearly whether it was foolishness on the part of Esther or whether there was some sound reason for her choice of remaining in her captor’s country.

The story of Esther covers the period extending approximately from 479 BC to 473 BC.​[3] 

The place is Shushan, the capital of the Persian Empire.

But who was that Esther?

She was a Jewess, daughter of Abihail. Orphaned, she was raised by Mordecai, her father’s nephew. As we said above, both had remained in Persia in spite of king Cyrus’s authorization to return to Jerusalem.

Her Hebrew name was Hadassah, which means “myrtle”. Later on, she was given the Persian name “Esther” which means “star”.

Do we know who wrote ESTHER?

The author has not been precisely identified. But three names are commonly associated with the book: Ezra, Nehemiah and Mordecai, Esther’s elder cousin.

The book ESTHER is particularly important to the Jews because, in it, lies the origin of the great Jewish festival called “Purim” which has become one of the most important festivals of the Jewish calendar. 

As we study the story of Esther, we shall discover the flow of events that led to the coming into existence of this wonderful festival. 

More of that in the final chapter of the book.

For the time being, let’s go directly to the book.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​CHAPTER 1


[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​THE SETTING



[image: ]


––––––––
[image: ]


“Now it happened in the days of Ahasuerus (this is Ahasuerus who reigned from India even to Ethiopia, over one hundred twenty-seven provinces), 

that in those days, when the king Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan the palace, 

in the third year of his reign, he made a feast to all his princes and his servants; the power of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, being before him; 

when he shown the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honor of his excellent majesty many days, even one hundred eighty days. 

When these days were fulfilled, the king made a feast to all the people who were present in Shushan the palace, both great and small, seven days, in the court of the garden of the king's palace. 

[There were hangings of] white [cloth], [of] green, and [of] blue, fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rings and pillars of marble: the couches were of gold and silver, on a pavement of red, and white, and yellow, and black marble. 

They gave them drink in vessels of gold (the vessels being diverse one from another), and royal wine in abundance, according to the bounty of the king. 

The drinking was according to the law; none could compel: for so the king had appointed to all the officers of his house, that they should do according to every man's pleasure.”​[4]
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THE STORY OF ESTHER can, in some measure, be compared to a classical tragedy like those of the Greco-Roman period or of seventeenth century Europe. 

However, a classical tragedy comprises five Acts. But, ESTHER is an extended tragedy made up of more than double the number of Acts – so numerous and so dramatic are the turns of events!

Just like ancient tragedies, ESTHER is set in the confine of a king’s palace. In Rome, that would be in the palace of an Emperor, rather. With all the characters being present, friction is bound to brood, instigated by love, passion, jealousy, envy, ambition, political interest and nepotism.

Typically, the story begins on a low key. The main characters are introduced – either by their physical presence on the stage or by reference to them.

However, in spite of the light atmosphere prevailing, the germ of the tragedy is also present - lurking backstage, as it were, eagerly waiting for the Fatum’s​[5] call to get into action.

Let’s get into the story and see how all this plays out.
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THE STORY TAKES PLACE in king Ahasuerus’s palace in Shushan, the capital of the Persian Empire. Ahasuerus’s other name was Xerxes.

He reigned over an extremely vast Empire extending from India to Ethiopia and covering one hundred and twenty-seven provinces.

We already get an idea of Ahasuerus’s wealth and power.

During the third year of his reign, the king gave a party in honour of the princes, his servants, the nobles and all the high personalities of all his provinces.

During the feast, the king exhibited his extravagant wealth, luxury and the sumptuousness of his kingdom.

That feast lasted ... one hundred and eighty days – full six months or half a year!

To help keep track of the story, I’ll call this feast “Feast No. 1”. Indeed, one characteristic of the Book of Esther is the impressive number of feasts held by the king and the queen. 
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ONCE THE ABOVE-MENTIONED feast was over, the king gave another feast for his subjects living in Shushan, the capital. His feast was held in the palace’s garden, delicately and sumptuously decorated. There were multi-coloured hangings in white, green and blue fastened to silver rings and to the marble pillars with cords of fine linen and purple.

Purple, as we know, is the colour of royalty. In the Gospel, Jesus tells the story of a very rich and selfish man who was dressed in purple and who feasted every day. At his door, lay a famished beggar who craved the little bits and pieces of bread that fell from the rich man’s table. But the latter never once deigned to throw a piece of bread to the beggar.

One day, they both died. The once miserable beggar was taken by angels to Abraham’s Bosom – a periphrase for Paradise -  while the heartless rich man found himself burning in an eternal fire.​[6]

I’m not going to comment further on this anecdote, my main purpose being to underscore the value of purple.

Luke, the author of the Book of Acts, also mentions a rich lady, called Lydia, who dealt in purple. Paul and his companions met her in Philippi at a prayer meeting by a riverside. The lady believed and was baptized along with her household. Then she invited Paul and his companions to lodge at her place.​[7]

It is also a well-known fact that, at royal functions and high profile ecclesiastical ceremonies, purple is very much present as the preferred colour!

Going back to king Ahasuerus’s feast, one can imagine all the pageantry exhibited in that immense marquee! The pavement was of red, white, green and black marble. On it, were set couches of gold and silver. 

Wine was lavishly served in vessels of gold – each of a different type. However, following the king’s explicit command, wine was to be served only to those who wanted it. It wasn’t to be forced upon anybody. 

As the kingdom covered a vast number of provinces – one hundred and twenty-seven – the king must have been sensitive to his guests’ personal taste and culture.

The extravagance of that feast, to a certain degree, reminds us of the fastuous reception king Solomon gave to the Queen of Sheba during her visit to the king!​[8]

As king Ahasuerus’s feast was open to all his subjects who lived in Shushan – irrespective of class – one may wonder whether nobody was tempted to leave the party with one of
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