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What If You Were A Spy?
So. You want to be a spy. Imagine the world’s hardest puzzle. The pieces come from
everywhere: a news report from one country, a satellite photograph from another, a
public speech analyzed for hidden meaning, a banking record that doesn’t add up, a
conversation carefully observed and reported. Thousands of pieces arrive every day, in
dozens of languages, from hundreds of sources — some reliable, some unreliable, some
deliberately false.
Now imagine that most of the pieces are missing. You never have the complete picture.
You have fragments, hints, patterns, and gaps. You must assemble what you can,
acknowledge what you cannot, and give the best possible assessment of what the puzzle
shows — knowing that decisions will be made on your analysis and that lives may depend
on whether you got it right. That is intelligence. Not just secrets and shadows.
Knowledge: gathering it, evaluating it, analyzing it, and delivering it to the people who
need it to keep the country safe.
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Intelligence work is also about building relationships. The most important skill an
intelligence agent has isn’t combat training; it’s the ability to earn someone’s trust. That
means being a good listener, understanding different cultures, and knowing when to speak
and when to stay quiet.
Everything you do is in service of keeping your country safe, often in ways nobody will ever
know about. The best outcomes are the ones where nothing bad ever happened — and
nobody knows why. When it goes well, there is nothing to see. Just normal days continuing
for ordinary people who never knew how close things came to disaster.
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What An Intelligence Agent Actually Does
An intelligence agent's main job is to find out things that are important for keeping their
country safe — things that other people are working very hard to keep hidden. That
information can come from lots of different places: news reports and public records,
intercepted messages and computer data, photographs taken from satellites high above
the Earth, and tips from real people on the ground. Each source is like one piece of a
puzzle. No single piece shows you the whole picture. You have to gather them all and
figure out how they fit together.
The heart of the job is analysis. The analyst takes raw data from all sources and asks: what
does this mean? What is the pattern? What are the competing explanations? Which
explanation does the evidence best support? Intelligence agents need to be exceptionally
good at thinking clearly, writing precisely, and figuring out what’s true when the
information is incomplete or contradictory. The analyst is the engine of the whole
enterprise.
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