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​Chapter 1: Rivals to Friends 
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Vivian enjoyed the beautiful Perth spring day, driving on Sterling Road from Freemantle to Perth’s city centre. Her convertible Ford Focus’ top was down, causing her long dark hair to flutter about in the wind. She loved her natural black hair, but had recently decided to add red highlights. At thirty-two, she found a new lust for life. Her husband, Bruce, had passed away two years earlier after a short battle with brain cancer. 

She still loved him, but she had been out on dates with a few men since his death. It was mainly her friend, Gwen, who had pushed her to date again. Although she had enjoyed some of these dates, none of the men had lived up to her high expectations, and none had made it into her bed. She had let them all down gently though. When Gwen had asked, she had always found an excuse why she did not like her last date. They had always been too short, too tall, too arrogant, too shy, or something similar. But the truth had been that Vivian could never settle for anything less than the perfect man. She had compared all men she had gone out with, with Bruce, and none could measure up to him.

Her friendship with Gwen was another story. The twenty-five-year-old blonde had been Bruce’s nurse for the last three months of his life. The two of them had formed an instant friendship. Vivian had immediately noticed the sparks between them. She had hinted to Bruce to ask for another nurse, but he had been unable to see the reason for it, and she had felt too bad to push the issue. He only had a short period left, and she did not want to have arguments with him during their last few months together. But she had had no qualms about picking a fight with the young nurse. At first, Gwen had denied that anything had been going on between her and Bruce. But after Bruce had died, she had visited Vivian. The brunette still remembered the conversation.

‘I am so sorry for your loss. Bruce was a remarkable man.’ Gwen had tried to hug her, but Vivian had pushed her away.

‘You have some nerve coming here. Are you still denying that you and Bruce had a relationship?’

‘No. We became close friends, and I had feelings for him. Maybe he had feelings for me as well. But neither of us acted on those feelings. He never even touched my hand.’

‘What did you talk about?’

‘Many things. His illness, sport, my aspirations, but mostly about you. Bruce loved you more than life itself. He could not stop talking about you. I have to be honest. This made me very jealous of you. But I thought you must know how much he loved you and that nothing ever happened between us. I don’t want you to have any doubts about his loyalty to you and his love for you.’

Vivian had thought for a while. ‘What about you. If he made a move, would you have slept with him?’

‘I don’t know. Probably.’

The women had not seen each other again until they had bumped into each other at a coffeeshop. At first, they had both felt awkward. But their conversation had started flowing soon enough. After this chance meeting, they had stayed in touch and had spent more time with each other. When Gwen had broken up with her live-in boyfriend, Andy, about a year ago, Vivian had suggested the younger women should move in with her. She had regretted making this offer almost immediately, but felt too bad to withdraw it as her friend had been desperate to find a place to stay. But Vivian no longer regretted asking Gwen to stay with her. They truly enjoyed each other’s company and had lots of fun sharing a house.

The green-eyed brunette turned into the parking lot of the Shenton Park Medical Centre. Bruce had purchased this building, together with and office park across the street as a package deal three years before he had become ill. It had always been his dream to own his own medical centre. When these two buildings had become available in a liquidation sale, he had jumped on the opportunity. It had taken him another year to renovate the buildings and to equip his new medical centre with state-of-the-art medical equipment. Although his surgery had been doing well, and although rent from office park started rolling in, he had to take out huge loans to fund the development of the medical centre. This had put a lot of strain on their finances. But he had the foresight to take out life insurance policies covering the loans. When he died, the policies had covered all his debts and had left Vivian with a generous lumpsum. She had invested a chunk of this into her Demi’s struggling motor dealership. Demi was her best friend. They met on the first day of school and had been inseparable since. Her investment had been enough to relocate the dealership to a more desirable area. This had turned the business around and profits had soon started rolling in to a point where her Demi had been able to open a second dealership. With fifty-percent shares in the business, Vivian had soon lived a very comfortable life. This had allowed her to retire from her job at a restaurant near to where Bruce’s surgery was. She had done this with a heavy heart as she enjoyed her job, and the restaurant was where she had met Bruce. But her business interests demanded more of her time and she had to give up the job.

The medical centre required more attention than her other business interests. With technology moving at warp speed, equipment had to be updated every few years. Vivian therefore had to stay up to date with developments to ensure she invested in the right equipment at the right time. Keeping the medical centre at the cutting edge of development, made it very popular and the medical practitioners who rented from her, were financially better off than most of their colleagues practicing from other venues. 

Six months ago, Vivian had decided to appoint a young woman, named Ruby, as her buildings manager. Ruby had come to her house to fix a leaking tap. But she had also fixed a power outlet, which had been acting up, without charging Vivian for it. The two had hit it off immediately. Vivian just loved the redhead’s energy, sense of humour and intelligence. She had offered the young woman, who had worked for a handyman business for low wages, the position and she had accepted. This was one of the better business decisions Vivian had made. Ruby was a natural. The tenants loved her as she attended to any issues immediately. She had soon taken it upon herself to issue invoices and receipts for rent, to pay expenses and to do the business’ books. This had freed up lots of time for Vivian.

The young redhead hugged her boss when she entered her office.

‘Morning, Ruby.’

‘Morning, Vivian. It is always good to have you here.’

‘That is flattering, but you don’t really need me. This business had never run as smoothly as it is with you managing it for me.’

‘Thank you.’

‘Are there any issues you need my help with?’

‘Dr. Smith has asked whether we could look at a new aircon unit for his waiting room. The current one is acting up. I have looked at it and will be able to fix it. But that will be a temporary solution. Here are quotes for a new unit.’

Vivian looked over the quotes for a few seconds. ‘Maybe it is time for us to replace all the aircons in the building. They were all installed when my husband bought this building. Will you get quotes to replace them all, please?’

‘I had a look at the other’s and you are right. It is only a question of time before they pack up as well. Her are three quotes to replace them all.’

‘You are truly a star. Which one do you recommend? I see the prices are all in the same ballpark.’

‘This company has the best reputation for after sales support. It is also a business run by two sisters.’

‘Go with them.’

Vivian drove home with joy in her heart. Because of employing Demi, she now had time to enjoy life. For the first time, she felt free to explore moving to a small coastal town about seventy kilometres from Perth. The owner of a popular coffeeshop in the town had contacted her about a month earlier, offering her an opportunity to buy the business. The woman wanted to retire, but wanted to sell the business to another successful businesswoman. Vivian knew she had to make a decision soon. But first, she wanted to find a house in the small town.

When she had mentioned the possibility of buying the coffeeshop to Gwen, the young woman could not hide her excitement. The twenty-five-year-old did not really enjoy working at a hospital. The young woman would much rather manage a small business for a living. 
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